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TO  LORD 


MY     LORD, 

'X'HE  turn  which  your  lordfnlp  gave  to  the  converlation  of 
hft  night,  having;  laid  n^e  under  the  necclTity  of  vintiicAt- 
ir:g  the  Hep  I  hive  lately  taken  in  pubiilhing  Memoirs  ot  my 
Life,  I  think.  I  have  a  right  to  demand  vour  opinion  of  the 
mt;tives  which  T  then  explained ;  and  this  I  a/k  by  way  of 
appeal  to  vour  judgment  from  thi;  fentimcnts  of  thofe  vho 
might  perhaps  think  my  inducements  were  weak  or  frivolous. 
For,  though  no  perfbn  in  the  com.pany  attempted  to  invali- 
date the  arguments  I  advanced,  I  could  perceive  that  one  gen- 
tleman was  not  altogether  convinced  of  the  reftitude  of  that 
meafure:  you  may  remembi^r  he  dropped  feveral  diflenting 
hints,  couched  in  the  modeft  expreiTions  of,  *  With  lubmil- 
fion  to  yourladyfhip's  better  judgment. — But.  to  be  fure,  yoa 
would  not  have  taken  furh  a  ftcp  without  firft  weighing  the 
confequences. — Your  provocations  were  certainly  veiy  great, 
although  the  world  is  npt  to  put  the  worft  conllruftions  upon 
every  thing.' — .And  other  fuch  pri.deniial  infinuatio-.s,  that 
are  often  more  dilconcerting  than  the  difplayed  objections  oi 
a  declared  antagonift ;  bccaufe  thev  feem  to  import  fome- 
thing  of  great  weight,  which  psrfonal  rcfpcft  endeavours  to 
fupprefs.  Thefe  fententious  fragments  made  fuch  impvclTion 
upon  my  m.ind,  that  I  have  been  all  night  long  talking  my 
recohedlior,  in  order  to  difcover  the  weak  fide  of  my  defence; 
but,  as  one  always  fees  through  the  mift  of  partiality  in  one'i 
own  c  nccrns,  I  muft  have  recourfe  to  your  difcernment,  and 
ferioufly  infifl:  upon  knowing  hov.-  far  you  approve  the  jufti- 
lication  of,  my  lord,  your  lordihip's  moft  obedient  lervant, 

*  *  *  * 

ANSWER. 

MADAM, 

T  CANNOT  help  ohferving,  that  the  ferious  manner  in 
which  you  afk  mv  opinion  of  the  motives  which  induced 
you  to  publifh  your  Memoirs,  is  exactly  of  a  pieca  with  the 
conduct  of  thofe  who  confult  their  friends,  for  approbation 
rather  tlian  advice,  and  by  a  difappolntment  in  their  expedtj- 
tions  of  appiaufe,  are  more  than  ever  wedded  to  their  OM-n  \p.- 
ventions.  How  would  vour  ladvfhip  look,  fhould  I  now,  in 
confequence  of  your  demand,  alTume  the  air  of  a  fevere  mo- 
ralizer,  and  tell  you,  that  the  ftcp  you  have  taken,  was  alto- 
jjether  precipitate  and  inexcufablc;  that  vou  have  unnec-lTa- 
Az  '  i-ily 
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f'h-  avowed  yovu"  own  indifcretion,  incurred  the  rcfentmsnt  of 
individuals,  and  aitriaed  the  reproaches  of  a  cenforious  world  ; 
and  that,  over  and  above  thefe  diliidvantages,  you  have  fub- 
jeaed  yourfelf  for  ever  to  a  life  of  domeftick  difquiet,  by  in- 
cenfing  the  tyrant  of  whom  you  complain,  beyond  a  poflibi- 
lity  of  forgivencfs  or  reconciliation  ?     Would  not  all  the  re- 
fentment  of  a  d'fappointed  author  take  polTeffion  of  yourlady- 
fliip  ;   overcaft  that  chearfulnefs  of  countenance  with  a  fullen 
fi-own,  and  lighten  from  thofe  fair  eyes  in  gleams  of  difpten- 
fu'-e  ?     No,  you  would  be  more  furprized  than  offended  at  my 
obfervations.     You  would  believe  vou  had  been   all  along 
deceived  in  your  opinion  of  my  delicacy  and  underftanding  : 
you  would  be  mortified  at  the  difcovery  of  your  mvn  naiftake, 
and  look  upon  me  with  com.pafiion,  as  one  ef  thofe  tame, 
timid  rationalifts,  who  being  naturally  phlegmatick  and  fear- 
ful, are  utter  ftrangers  to  the  rehncd  fenfations  of  the  human 
heart,  incapable  of  doing  juftice  to  thofe  melting  tcndernehes 
which  they  never  felt,   and  too  irrefoiute  to  withftand   the 
torrent  of  ignorant,  malicious,  or  wrong-headed  clamour,  when 
it  affeas  a  charafter  in  which  their  friendfhip  ought  to  be 
interefted.     Your  fentiments,  I  own,  would  in  that  cafe  be 
juft,  excepting  that  I  foould  engage  your  ladyfliip's  pity,  m 
dcferving  your  contempt,  and  imlead  of  being  defpifed  as   a 
cold  frie°Kl,  be  ftill  regarded  by  you,  as  a  weak  and  timorous 
v.-eU-w'.iher.     If  your  charadler  fullered  cruelly  from  mifre- 
prefentations;  if  your  foibles  were  magnified  and  multiplied 
with  all  the  aggravation  of  envy  and  fiaion  ;   if  the  qualities 
of  vour  heart  were  decried  or  traduced,  and  even  your  under- 
nandin-  called  in  queftion  ;  I  agree  with  your  ladyfhip,  that 
it  was  not  only  excufeable,  but  highly  neceffary,  to  publifli  a 
detail  of  your  condua,  which  would  acquit  you  of  all  or  moil: 
of  thofe  fcandaloKS  imputations.     This  talk  you  have  (in  my 
opinion)  performed,  to  the  fatisfaaion  of  all  the  intelligent 
and  unprejudiced  part  of  mankind.     Ke  m.uft  be  very   defi- 
cient in  candour  and  feeling,  who,  in  reading  your  Memoirs, 
is  not  interefted  in  your  favour;   who  does  not  efpoufe  tne 
caufe'  of  beauty,  innocence,  and  love  ;  who  does  not  fee  that 
a.  you  once  were,  you  would  ftill  have  continued  to  be  the 
put-rn  of  conjugal  faith  and  f-licity  ;  had  not  the  crofs  acci- 
dents of  fortune  forced  you  from  the  natural  bias  oi  your  dif- 
\,ofition  :  who  does  not  excufe  the  tcndernefs,  which  youtn 
and  fenfbiiitvjfocircumftanccd, could  not  pofiibly  refill;  and 
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who  does  not  freely  forgive  the  fault,  when  he  confiders  the 
particulars  of  the  remptatlon.  He  mult  be  void  of  all  tafie 
and  refiedtion,  who  does  not  admire  your  fpirit,  elegance,  and 
I'enfe  ;  and  dead  to  all  the  finer  m' vcments  of  the  fouU  if  he 
is  not  agitated,  thrilled,  and  tranfported,  with  the  patiietick 
circumftances  of  your  ftory.  Soir.e  people,  who  are  your 
ladyfhip's  friends,  and  highly  entertained  with  the  periorn:- 
ance,  have  wiihed  you  had  fpared  yourfelf  feme  unnecelfary 
confeffions,  which  they  thought  could  ferve  no  end,  but  that 
of  afibrdlng  a  handle  to  your  enemies  for  ccnfure  and  defama- 
tion :  I  myfelf,  I  own,  was  of  the  fame  opinion,  until  you 
convinced  me,  that  in  fuppreffing  one  circamftance  which 
might  be  afterv/ards  difco'ered,  your  fincerity  through  the 
whole  piece  would  have  been  called  in  quelVion.  i\ndwhat 
have  you  avowed,  that  vour  moft  malicious  foes  dare  blame, 
except  your  difregard  of  an  unnatural  contract,  which 
(though  authorized  by  the  laws  of  your  country)  was  im- 
pcfed  upon  your  neceffity,  youth,  and  inexperience  ?  Nor 
was  this  conduft  the  refult  of  vicious  levity  and  intem.psr- 
ance:  you  had  already  given  undeniable  proofs  of  your  con- 
ft;xncy  and  conjugal  virtue,  to  the  hrft  lord  of  your  afxe6tions, 
who  was  the  choice  of  your  love,  and  to  whom  your  heart 
was  unalterably  wedded.  Your  natural  fenfibility  had  been, 
by  his  extraordinary  care,  tenderncfs,  and  attention,  cherifiied 
;ind  improved  to  fuch  a  degree  of  delicacy,  as  could  not  poiTi- 
bly  relifh  the  attachment  of  the  common  run  of  hufbands. 
No  wonder,  then,  that  you  \v?.s  uncafy  under  a  fecond  en- 
gagement fo  much  unlike  the  fiift;  that  every  circumliance 
of  the  contrail:  appeared  to  you  in  the  moft  aggravating  light, 
and  made  a  fuitable  impreffion  upon  your  imagination;  and 
that  you  was  not  infenfible  to  thofe  attradtions  which  had 
formerly  captivated  your  heart,  nor  able  to  renft  the  Matter- 
ing inlinuations,  incredible  affiduicy,  and  furpriz.ing  pcrievc- 
rance,  of  an  artful  lover.  And  fure  he  could  not  have  chofen 
a  more  favourable  opportunicy  to  prefer  his  addreffes:  your 
paflions  were  unufually  intendered  by  grief;  you  was  dilla- 
tisfied  v.-ith  your  domefticlc  Htuition  ;  you  M-as  folitai-y  for 
war.t  of  that  intimate  connedion  in  which  you  had  been  fo 
liappy  before,  and  your  breait  glowed  with  the  moft  pathetick 
fufceptibilitv,  while  you  was  yet  a  ftranger  to  the  infidious 
wiles  of  m.an.  In  fuch  dhlrefs  the  mind  longs  for  fympathy 
and  confulationj  it  feeks  to  repofe  itfelx  upon  the  tender 
A  z  fri^ndiiiip 


frleiid/hip  of  fome  kind  partner,  that  will  Aare  and  alleviate 
its  f  JiTov.-s.  Such  a  comforter  appeared  in  the  accompJifhed 
■youth:  your  jud^anent  was  pleafed  with  his  qualificatisin.s  •; 
his  demeanor  acquired  your  eikem  ;  your  fricndihip  was  en- 
gaged by  his  fincerity  ;  and  your  affection  was  InfeUiibly  fub- 
dued.  In  fhort,  every  thing  confpired  to  p£omote  his  fuir, 
and  my  wonder  is  not  that  he  fucceeded,  but  that  you  held 
out  fo  long.  Your  fentirnents  with  regard  to  thofe  who 
have  in\  e'ghed  againft  your  performance,  are  altogether  con- 
formable to  that  good-fenfe  and  benevolent  difpofition,  which 
I  have  always  admired  and  efteenied.  As  for  writers  who 
have  exercifed  their  pens  in  abufmg  your  lady(h>p,  they  are 
cither  objefts  of  mirth  or  compaiiion.  They,  poor  harmlefi 
creatures,  in  their  hearts,  \^  ifh  you  no  evil.  Their  bufinefs 
is  to  ea*j  honeftly  if  they  can — but,  at  any  rate,  to  eat.  I 
£m  fully  perfuaded,  that  for  a  very  fmall  fum  you  might  en- 
gage the  V.  hole  tribe  to  refute  their  own  revilings,  and  bellow 
with  all  their  might  in  your  praife.  It  would  really  be  un- 
ciu;itafcle  as  well  a^  abfurd,  to  exprcfs  the  leaft  •rersntment 
agaiijil  fuc'i  feeble  antagonifts,  v.ho  are  literally  ths  beings  of 
^  fummcr-dav  ;  they  are  the  noify  infefts,  which  the  fun  of 
merit  never  fails  to  produce;  the  fhadows  that  continually 
accompany  fuccefs;  and,  indeed,  a  man  might  as  well  -ight 
with  his  own  ihadov.v,  as  attempt  to  chaftife  fuch  unfubftan- 
tial  phantoms.  But  of  all  the  emotions  of  your  heart,  that 
which  I  am  at  prefent  tempted  to  applaud,  is  the  forrow  you 
exprefi  for  liaving  been  oblged,  in  your  own  juftification,  to 
vilify  and  expofe  the  man  to  whom  your  fate  is  infeparably 
coiinecled ;  and  the  laudable  refolution  you  have  taken  to 
live  amicably  with  him  for  the  future,  provided  he  fhall  pe-- 
frit  in  that  conduft,  v.'hich  he  hath  of  late  chofen  to  main- 
tain. On  the  wh'i:-,  though  yau  may  have  inflamed  the  vi- 
rulence of  envy  and  malice,  routed  the  refentment  of  fom? 
whofe  folly  and  ingratitude  A'ou  had  occafion  to  difplsy,  and 
incurred  the  cenfure  of  thofe  who  think  it  their  duty  to  ex- 
claim againlt  the  leatl:  infringement  of  the  nuplial  tie,  howfo- 
ever  unequally  impofed  ;  your  Memoirs  will  always  be  p?- 
rufed  with  pleafure  by  all  readers  of  tafte  and  difcernment, 
and  vour  fame  as  a  beauty  and  author,  long  furvive  the  ill 
offices  of  prejudice  anJ  perfonal  animofity.  And  nov/  that  I 
have  performed  the  tafk  enjoined,  give  me  leave  to  add,  that 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Madarr),  your  moft  devoted  humble 
fervanr,  '  *  *  *  * 


,  THE 

A  D  \'  E  N  T  U  R  E  S 

OF 

PEREGRINE  PICKLE, 


CHAP.    I. 

■Peregrine  arrives  at  the  Garrifon,  n;jhere  he  receives 
the  laji  -Admonitions  of  Commodore  Trumiion,  nxsho 
next  Day  refigns  his  Breathy  and  is  buried  according 
to  his  Q-Jjn  Directions .  Some  Gentlenien  in  the  Coun- 
try; -make  afruitlefs  /ittempt  to  accornmodate  Matters 
betwixt  Mr.  Gamaliel  Pickle  and  his  ddcjl  So:-i. 

A  BOUT  four  o'clock  in  the  moniing  our  b:-ro  ar- 
-^^  rivcd  at  th«  garriion,  wliere  he  fowvA  his  genero\is 
amcle  in  extreraiiVj  iiipported  in  bed  by  Julia  on  one 
iide,  and  I^ieuitnant  Hatchway  on  the  others  while 
T\Ir.  Joher  adminliirered  fpiritual  confolation  to  hii 
foul,  and  between  whiles  comforted  Mrs.  Trunni^m, 
wlio,  with  her  inaid,  fat  by  the  hre,  weeping  with  grea" 
decomm ;  the  phyfician  having  niil  taken  lils  lait  fee., 
and  retired,  after  pronouncing  the  fatal  pi-Ggncltick,  in 
which  he  anxiouily  wifhed  he  might  not  be  rniiraken. 

Though  the  coraniodore's  fbeechwas  interrupted  by 
Q  violent  hiccup,  he  ftill  retained  thenfe  of  his  fenfe^ ; 
raid  when  Peregrine  approached.,  ftretched  out  liis  h:iiU 
witli  man! fell  Hgns  of  fatisfaftion.  The  young  gen- 
tleman, Wiiofe  heart  overflowed  with  gratitude  and  af- 
feftion,  could  not  behold  fuch  a  fpeclacle  unmoved. 
He  endeavoured  to  conceal  his  tendernefs,  vv-hich,  in 
tile  wlldnefs  of  his  youth,  and  in  the  pride  of  his  dlt- 
politicn,  he  conudercd  as  a  derogation  from  his  m.-.-^n- 
^  "  hood: 
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hood ;  but,  in  fpite  of  all  his  endeavours,  the  tears 
g'vifned  from  his  eyes,  while  he  kiffed  the  old  man's 
hand ;  and  he  was  i'o  iitterly  difconcerted  by  his  giief, 
that  when  he  attempted  to  ipeak,  his  tongue  denied  its 
office  :  io  that  the  commodore,  perceiving  liis  diforder, 
made  a  laft  eitort  of  Ib-ength,  and  conibled  him  in  thefe 
words.  *  Swab  the  fpray  from  your  bowfprit,  my  good 
lad,  and  call  up  your  fpirits.     You  muit  not  let  the 
top-lifts  of  your  heart  give  way,  becaufe  you  fee  me 
ready  to  go  down  at  thefe  years  ;  many  a  better  man 
has  toundtred  befcre  he  has  made  half  my  way ;  thof 
I  truiL,  by  the  mercy  of  God,  I  fhall  be  fiire  in  port  in 
a  very  few  glaffes,  and  faft  moored  in  a  moft  bleffed 
riding:  for  ray  good  friend  Joker  has  overhauled  the 
journal  of  my  fms ;  and  by  the  obfervation  he  hath 
taken  of  the  itate  of  m.y  foul,   I  hope  I  fliall  happily 
tftticiude  my  voyage,  and  be  brought  up   in  the  lati- 
tude of  heaven.     Here  has  been  a  doclor  that  wanted 
to  ftow  me  chock-full  of  phyfick ;  but  when  a  m.an's 
hour  is  come,  what  fignifies  his  taking  his  departure 
with  a  'pothecar^/'s  ihop  in  his  hold  ?     Thefe  fellovv's 
come  along- fide  of  dying  men,  like  the  meflengersof  the 
zidrnirahy  vv-ith  failing  orders  :  but  I  told  him  as  how 
I  could  Hip  my  cable  without  his  direftion  or  aiTiit- 
ance,  and  fo  he  hauled  oft  in  dudgeon.     This  curfed 
hiccup  makes  fuch  a  rippling  in  the  current  of  m.y 
ipeech,  that  mayhap  you  don't  underftand  what  I  fay. 
Now,  while  the  iucker  of  my  wind- pump  will  go,  I 
would  willingly  mention  a  fev^?  things,  wiiich  I  hope 
5-ou  will  fet  dow^n  in  the  log-book  cf  your  rem.em- 
brance,  when  I  am  ftlfT",  d'ye  lee.     There's  your  a\mt.^ 
fitting  whimpering  by  the  f.re  ;  I  defire  you  will  keep 
her  tight,  warm,  and  eafy  in  her  old  age :  ihc's  an  ho- 
neft  heart  in  her  own  way;  and  thof  fire  goes  a  little 
crank  and  liuniourfome,  by  being  often  cver-itowed 
witli  Nantz  and  religion,  ihe  hath  been  a  faithful  fnip- 
mate  to  me,  and  I  dare  lay  never  turned  in  with  another 
man,  lince  we  hrft  embarked  in  the  lame  bottom.^ 
Jack  Hatchway,  you  knew  the  trim  of  her  as  well  as 

e'er 
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e'er  a  man  in  England,  and  I  believe  fhe  has  a  kindnefs 
for  vou ;  whereby,  it'  3'ou  two  will  grapple  in  the  way 
of  matrimony,  when  I  am  gone,  I  do  fuppofe  that  my 
godion,  for  love  of  me,  will  allow  you  to  lire  in  the 
garrifon  all  the  days  of  yoiu'  life.' 

Peregrine  allured  him,  he  would  with  pleafure  com- 
ply with  any  requeft  he  fnould  make,  in  behalf  of  two 
perfons  whom  he  efteemed  fo  much.  Tlie  lieutenant, 
with  a  waggilh  fneer,  which  even  the  gravity  of  the 
fituation  could  not  prevent,  thanked  them  both  fortheir 
good-will,  telling  the  commodore,  he  was  obliged  to 
him  for  his  friendfhip,  in  feeking  to  promote  him  to 
the  command  of  a  veilel  which  he  himielf  had  were  out 
in  the  lervice :  that  notv/ithftandrng,  he  fnould  be  con- 
tent to  take  charge  of  her,  though  he  could  not  help 
being  fliy  of  coming  after  fuch  an  able  navigator. 

Trunnion,  exhaufced  as  he  vv-as,  frailcd  at  this  fally; 
and,  after  fome  paufe,  refumed  his  admonitions  in  this 
manner.  '  I  need  not  talk  of  Pipes,  becaufe  I  know 
5'ou^ll  do  for  him,  without  my  recommendation  5  the 
ffllow  has  failed  with  me  in  many  a  hard  gale,  and  I'll 
warrant  him  ^s  ftout  a  feaman  as  ever  fet  face  to  the 
weather :  but  I  hope  you  will  take  care  of  the  reft  of 
n;y  crew,  and  not  difrate  them  after  I  am  dead,  in  fa- 
vour of  new  followers.  As  for  that  young  wom'^n, 
Ned  Gauntleti's  daughter,  I'm  infciTned  as  how  flie  is 
an  excellent  wench,  and  has  a  reipe6l  for  you  ;  where- 
by, if  you  run  heron  board  in  an  unlawful  way,  I  leave 
m)'-  curfe  upon  vou,  and  tnift  you  will  never  profper  in 
the  voyage  of  life ;  but,  I  believe  you  are  mere  of  an 
honed  man,  than  to  behave  fo  m.uch  like  a  pirate.  I 
beg  of  ail  love,  you  wool  take  care  of  your  ccnftitution, 
ami  beware  of  nmning  foul  of  harlots,  who  ai-e  no  bet- 
ter than  fo  many  mermaids,  that  fit  upon  the  rocks  at 
fea,  and  hang  out  a  fair  face  for  the  deftraftion  of  paf- 
fengers ;  thof  I  muft  fay,  for  my  own  part,  I  never 
met  with  any  of  thofe  fweet  fuigers,  and  yet  I  have 
gone  to  lea  for  the  fpace  of  thirty  years.  But  how- 
ipmever^  fteer  your  courfe  clear  of  all  f.ich  ori^rsftone 
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hitches.     Shun  going  to  law  as  you  would  fhun  the  de- 
vil, and  look,  upon  all  attornies  as  dcvourhig  fliarks,  or 
ravenous  fifli  of  prev.     As  Toon  as  the  breath  is  out  of 
my  bodyj  let  minute  guns  be  fired,  till  I  am  lafe  under 
ground.     I  would  alio  be  buried   in  the  red  jacket  I 
had  on  when  I  boarded  and  took  the  P.e?mmmy.     Let 
my  piftols,  cutlafs,  and  pocket-compals,  be  laid  in  the 
coffin  along  with  me.     Let  me  be  carried  to  the  grave 
by  ray  own  men,  rigged  in  the  black  caps  and  white 
Ihiits  which  my  barge's  crew  were  wont  to  wear  ;  and 
they  muft  keep  a  good  look  out,  that  none  of  your  pil- 
fering rafcallions  may  come  and  heave  me  up  again,  for 
the  lucre  of  what  they  can  get,  until  the  carcafe  is  be- 
layed by  a  tomb-ftone.     As   for  the  motto,  or  what 
you  call  it,  I  leave  that  to  you  and  Mr.  Joitcr,  v,'ho  are 
icholars ;  but  I  do  defire,  that  it  may  not  be  engraved 
in  the  Greek  or  Latin  lingos,  and  m.ucli  lefs  in  the 
French,  which  I  abominate,  but  in  plain  Englifli,  that 
when  the  angel  comes  to  pipe  all  hands^  at  the  great 
day,  he  may  know  that  I  am  a  Britifli  man,  and  fpeak 
to  me  in  my  mother  tongue.    And  nov/  I  have  no  more 
to  fay,  but  God  in  heaven  have  mercy  upon  my  fcul, 
and  fend  you  all  fair  weather,  wherefoever  you  are 
bound  r  .  So   faying,   he   regarded    eveiy    individual 
around  him  with  a  look  of  complacency,  and  clofing 
his  eye,  compofed  himfeif  to  reft,  v/hile  the  whole  au- 
dience (Pipes  himfclf  not  excepted)  v^^ere  melted  with 
lorrow;    and    Mrs.  Trunnion  confcnted    to  quit  the 
room,  that  ihe  might  not  be  expofed  to  theunfpeakable 
anguifh  of  feeing  iilm  expire. 

His  laft  moments,  however,  were  not  fo  near  as  they 
imagined  j  he  began  to  dofe,  and  en'oyed  fmall  inter- 
vals of  eafe  till  next  day  in  the  afternoon ;  diu'ing 
vv'hich  remiiTions,  he  was  heard  to  pour  forth  manv 
pious  ejaculations ;  expreffing  his  hope,  that,  for  all  the 
heavy  cargo  of  his  fms,  he  fliould  be  able  to  fjrmount 
the  puttock  ilirouds  of  defpair,  and  get  aloft  to  the 
crofi-trees  of  God's  good  favour.  At  laft,  his  voice 
funk  lb  low,  as  not  to  be  diftine'uiflied  j  and  having 
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iaJJ  sboiit  an  hour,  alnioll:  without  any  perceptible 
figns  of  life,  he  gave  up  the  gholl,  with  a  grcan  which 
ar.nounced  his  deceafe. 

Juha  was  no  Iboner  certified  of  this  melancholy 
event,  than  fhe  ran  to  her  aunt's  chamber,  weeping 
aloud  5  and  immediately  a  very  decent  concert  was 
perfonned  by  the  good  widow  and  her  attendants.  Pe- 
regrine and  Hatchway  retired  till  the  corpfe  fliould  be 
laid  out;  and  Pipes  having  furveyed  the  body,  with  a 
face  of  rueful  attention,  '  V/ell  fare  thy  foul,  old  Haw- 
fer  Ti-unnion  V  faid  he  :  *  man  and  boy  I  have  known 
thee  thefe  five  and  thirty  years  ;  and  fure  a  tnier  heart 
never  broke  bifcuit.  Many  a  hard  gale  haft  thou 
vveathered ;  but  now  thy  fpells  are  all  over,  and  thy 
hull  fairly  laid  up.  A  better  commander  I'd  never 
delire  to  ferve ;  and  who  knows  but  I  may  help  to  fct 
up  thy  ftanding  rigging  in  another  world  I' 

All  the  feiTants  of  the  houfe  were  affefted  with  the 
lofs  of  their  old  mafter ;  and  the  poor  people  in  the 
neighbourhood  affcmbled  at  the  gate,  and  by  repeated 
bowlings,  exprefied  their  forrow  for  the  death  of  their 
charitable  benefa^lor.  Peregruie,  though  he  felt  every 
thing  which  love  and  gratitude  could  infpire  on  this 
r^ccalion,  was  not  fo  much  overwhelmed  vi'ith  afflic- 
tion, as  to  be  incapable  of  taking  the  management  of 
the  family  into  his  ovni  hands.  He  gave  directions 
iibout  the  funeral  with  great  difcretion,  after  having 
paid  the  compliments  of  condolence  to  his  aunt,  whom 
he  confoled  with  the  alllirance  of  his  inviolable  efteem 
and  afteftion.  He  ordered  a  fuit  of  mourning  to  be 
made  for  every  pci'fon  in  the  garrifon,  and  inviting;  all 
the  neighbouring  gentlemen  to  the  burial,  not  even  ex- 
cepting his  father  and  brother  Gam,  who  did  not,  how- 
ever^ honour  the  ceremony  with  their  prefence;  nor 
was  his  mother  lurmane  enough  to  vilit  her  fitler-in- 
law  in  her  diftrefs. 

In  the  method  of  interment,  the  corrmaodore's  hi-^ 
juaftions  were  obeyed  to  a  tittle ;  and  at  the  lame  time 
our  hero  made  a  donation  of  lifty  pounds  to  the  poor 
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of"  the  parlfli,  as  a  benefaftion  which  his  uncle  had  for- 
got to  beqxieath. 

Having  peribrmed  thefeobfequiesV/Ith  the  moft  pioas' 
pvincluality,  he  examined  the  will,  to  which  there  was 
no  acidition  ihice  it  had  been  firft  executed  ;  adjuiled  the 
payment  of  all  the  legacies;  and  being  Idle  executor,  took 
an  account  of  the  ellate  to  which  he  had  fucceeded,  and 
which,  after  all  deduftions,  amounted  to  thirty  thou- 
fand  pounds.  The  poflelTion  of  lucji  a  fortune,  of 
which  he  was  abfolute  mafter,  did  not  at  all  contribute 
to  the  humiliation  of  his  fpirit,  but  infpired  him  with 
new  ideas  of  grandeiu*  and  magnificence,  and  elevated 
his  hope  to  the  higheli  piimacle  of  expe6lation. 

His  domeftick  affairs  being  fettled,  he  was  vifited  by' 
almoft  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  countiy,  who  came  to 
pay  their  compliments  of  congratulation,  on  his  accef- 
iion  to  the  euate  5  and  ibme  of  them  offered  their  good 
cffices  towards  a  reconciliation  betwixt  his  father 
and  him,  induced  by  the  general  deteflation  which, 
Mas  entertained  for  his  brother  Gam,  who  was  by 
this  tim.e  locked  upon  by  his  neighbours  as  a  pro- 
digy of  infolence  and  malice.  Om-  young  fquire 
thanked  them^  for  their  kind  propofal,  which  he  ac- 
cepted ;  and  old  Gamaliel,  at  their  intreaties,  feem.- 
f  d  ver}'  well  difpofed  to  an  accommodation  :  but,  as  he 
yvould  not  venture  to  declare  himdelf,  before  he  had 
eoniulted  his  wife,  his  favourable  diipofition  was  ren- 
dered altogether  inefFeclual,  by  the  inftlgations  of  that 
implacable  woman ;  and  our  hero  refigned  all  expecta- 
tion of  being  reunited  to  his  father's  hcufe.  His  bro- 
ther, as  ufual,  took  all  opportunities  of  injuring  his 
chara6ler,  by  faife  afperfions  and  itories  mdlreprefented, 
in  order  to  prejudice  his  reputation  :  nor  v.'as  his  fiffer 
Julia  fuffered  to  enjoy  her  good  fortune  in  peace.  Had 
he  undergone  fuch  perfecution  from  an  alien  to  his 
blood,  the  world  v»'culd  liave  heard  of  his  revenge ; 
bur,  notwithifanding  his  indignation,  he  v/as  too  much 

tmilured  by  the  prejudices  of  confangulnity,  to  lift  Ifi* 
•^rn.i  in  judginent  agaAiift  the  fyii  of  his  own  parents  ^ 

and 
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and  this  confideration  abridged  the  tenn  of  his  refi- 
dence  at  the  garriibn,  where  he  had  propoied  to  it:iy  for 
Ibme  months. 

CHAP.  II. 
The  young  Gentlsnian  halving  fettled  his  domefiick  Af- 
fairs, arri-ues  in  London^  andfets  up  a  gay  Equipage , 
He  fneets  tvith  Emilia,  and  is  intfoduced  to  her  Uncle, 
TTIS  aunt,  a^  the  earneiL  ibiicitations  of  Julia  and  her 
■^  -^  huiband,  took  up  her  quarters  at  the  houfe  of  that 
affecftionate  kinfwoman,  who  made  it  her  chief  Itudy  to 
comfort  and  cherifli  the  diiconiblate  widow :  and  jol- 
ter,  in  expectation  of  tne  living,  which  was  not  yet  va- 
cant, remained  in  garriibn,  in  quality  of  land-iteward 
upon  our  hero's  coiantiy  eftate.  As  for  the  lieutenant, 
our  young  gentleman  communed  with  him  in  a  ferious 
manner,  about  the  commodore's  prcpofsl  of  taking 
Mrs.  Trunnion  to  wife  ;  and  Jack,  being  quite  tired  of 
the  folitary  utuation  of  a  batchelor,  which  nothing  but 
the  company  or  his  old  comm?jidcr  could  have  enabled 
him  to  iupport  fo  long,  far  from  dii'covering  averiionto 
the  match,  obferved  with  an  arch  fmile,  that  it  was  not 
the  firlf  time  he  had  commanded  a  vefiel  in  the  abfence 
of  Captain  Tnmnion  j  and  therefore,  if  the  widow  was 
willing,  he  would  chearfully  ifand  by  her  helm  ;  and, 
as  he  hoped  the  duty  would  not  be  of  long  continuance, 
do  his  endeavour  to  the  fteer  her  fafe  into  port,  where 
the  commodore  might  come  on  board,  and  take  charge 
of  her  again. 

In  confequence  of  tliis  declaration,  it  was  detennin- 
ed  that  Mr.  Hitchway  fnould  make  his  addreUes  to 
Mrs.  Tnumion,  as  loon  as  decency  would  permit  her 
to  receive  them  5  and  Mr.  Clover  and  his  wire  promif^^d 
to  exert  their  influence  iu  his  behalf.  I^Ieanwhde,  Jack 
was  delu-ed  to  live  at  the  calUe  as  ufual,  and  aiihred, 
that  it  ihould  be  put  v.iiolly  in  his  poffeluon,  a:,  ibon 
as  he  fliould  be  able  to  accompiilh  this  matrimonial 
fcheme. 

■   Wlien  Peregrine  had  fettled  all  thefe  points  to  his 

ovm  fatisfaclion,  he  took  leave  of  all  his  friends,  and 
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repairing  to  the  great  city,  purchafed  a  new  chaiiot 
and  horfes,  put  Pipes  and  anotiier  lacquey  into  rich  li- 
veries, took  elegant  lodgings  in  Pail  Mail,  and  made  a 
moft  remarkable  appearance  among  the  people  of  fa- 
fhion.  It  was  owing  to  this  equipage,  and  the  gaiety 
of  his  perfcnal  deportment,  that  common  fame,  which 
is  always  a  common  liar,  reprefented  him  as  a  voiing 
gentlema)!  who  had  juft  fucceeded  to  an  eftate  of  five 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  by  tlie  death  of  an  uncle  j 
that  he  was  intided  to  an  equ.al  fortune  at  the  deceafe 
of  his  own  father,  exclufive  of  two  confiderable  join- 
tures, which  would  devolve  upon  him  at  the  demife  of 
his  mother  and  aunt.  This  report  (falle  and  ridicu- 
lous as  it  was)  he  could  not  find  in  his  heart  to  contra- 
dift  ;  not  but  that  he  was  fony  to  find  himfelf  fo  mif- 
reprefented :  but  his  vanity  vv'ould  not  allow  him  to 
take  any  ilep  that  might  diminifh  his  importance  in 
the  opinion  of  thofe  who  courted  his  acqxiaintance,  oh 
the  fuppofition  that  his  clrcumllances  were  aftually  as 
afiluent  as  they  were  faid  to  be.  Nay,  fo  much  was 
he  infatuated  by  this  weaknels,  that  he  refolved  to  en- 
courage the  deception,  by  living  up  to  the  report :  and 
accordingly  engaged  in  thernofl  expenfive  prirties  of  plea- 
fure;  ~ believing  that,  before  his  prefent  finances  fliould 
be  tixhaufted,  his  fortune  would  be  effeftually  made, 
by  the  perfonal  accomplifliments  he  fhould  have  occa- 
fion  to  dilpiay  to  the  beau  monde,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
extravagance^  In  a  word,  vanity  and  pride  were  the 
ruling  foibles  of  our  adventurer,  v/ho  Imagined  himfelf 
fufficiently  qualihed  to  retrieve  his  fortune  in  various 
fhapes,  long  before  he  could  have  any  idea  of  want  or 
difficulty.  He  thought  he  fhould  have  it  in  his  power, 
at  any  time,  to  make  prijie  of  a  richheirefs,  or  opulent 
widow :  his  ambition  had  already  afpired  to  the  heart 
of  a  young  handfome  duchefs  dowager,  to  whofe  ac- 
quaintance he  had  found  means  to  be  introduced  j  or, 
fhould  m.atrimony  chance  to  be  uiiftutable  to  his  incli- 
nations, he  never  doubted,  that  by  theinterefl  he  might 
acquire  among  the  nobility,  he  fhould  be  favoured  with 
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fome  lucrative  poll,  that  would  amply  recompeufe  him 
tor  the  liberality  of  his  difpolition.  There  are  many 
young  men  who  entertain  the  lame  expectations,  with 
half  the  reafou  he  had  to  be  lb  prefumptiious.  • 

In  the  midff  of  thefe  chimerical  calculations,  his  pai- 
fion  for  Emilia  did  not  fubiide  j  but,  on  the  contiary, 
began  to  rage  to  fuch  an  iii£ammation  of  deiire,  that 
her  idea  interfei-ed  vvith  eveiy  other  refleC-lion,  and  ab^ 
folutely  di fabled  him  from  profecuting  the  other  lofty 
fchemes  which  his  imagination  had  projefted.  He 
therefore  laid  down  the  honeli  refoh;tion  of  vifiting  her 
In  ail  the  fplcndor  of  his  lltuationj  iij  order  to  practif? 
upon  her  virtue  with  all  his  art  and  addrefs,  to  the  ut- 
j-noif  extent  of  his  influence  and  fortune,  Nay,  fo  ef- 
feftually  j;ad  his  guilty  pafiTion  abforbed  his  principles 
of  honour,  confcience,  htinianity,  and  regard  for  the 
commodore's  laft  words,  that  he  was  bafe  enough  to 
rejoice  at  the  abfence  of  his  friend  Godfrey,  who  being 
then  with  his  regiment  in  Ireland,  could  not  dive  into 
his  purpofe,  or  take  meafures  for  fiiillrating  his  vicious 
delign. 

Fraught  with  thefe  heroick  fentiments,  he  determin- 
ed to  let  out  for  Suilex  in  his  chariot  and  lix,  attended 
by  his  valet  de  chambre  and  two  footmen ;  and  as  he 
was  nov/  fenfible,  that  in  his  laft  eflay  he  had  miftaken 
his  cue,  he  determined  to  change  his  battery,  and  lap 
the  forti-efs  by  the  moft  fubmiffive,  foft,  and  inlinuating 
behaviour. 

On  the  eveniHg  that  preceded  this  purpofed  expedi- 
tion, he  went  into  one  of  the  boxes  at  the  playhoufe,  as 
ufual,  to  fhew  himfelf  to  the  ladies:  and  in  reconnol- 
tcring  the  company  through  a  glafs,  (for  no  other  rea- 
fon,  but  becaufe  it  was  falliionable  to  be  purblind)  per- 
ceived his  miftreis  ver}'  plainly  drellcd,  in  one  of  the 
feats  above  the  ftage,  talking  to  another  young  woman 
of  a  veiy  homely  appearance.  Though  his  heart  beat 
the  alarm  with  the  utmoft  im.patiencc  at  fight  of  his 
Emilia,  he  was  for  fonie  minutes  deteiTed  from  obey- 
Ing  the  i^r.pulfe  of  his  love,  by  the  prefcuce  of  fome 
B  %  '  ladies 
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ladies  of  fafiiion,  vvho,  he  teared,  would  think  the  woiTe 
of  him,  iliould  they  lee  huTi  make  his  CGrripliment  in 
piiblick  to  a  perfon  cf  her  figure.     Nor  would  the  vio- 
lence of  his  incHnation  have  lo  far  prevailed  over  his 
pride,  as  to  lead  him  thither,  had  not  he  recollefted, 
that  his  q\iality  i'riends  vvould  look  upon  her  as  fome 
handfome  Abigail,  with  whom  he  had  an  affair  cf  gal- 
lantry, and  of  confequence  give  him  credit  for  the  in- 
tjigiie.     Encouraged  by  this  fuggtftion,  he  complied 
with  the  didates  of  love,  and  flew  to  the  place  where 
his  charm.er  fat.     His  air  and  drels  were  fo  remark- 
able,  that  it  was  almoft  impofiible   he  fliould   have 
efc'jped  the  eyes  of  a  curious  obferver,  efpecially  as  he 
had  chofen  a  thne  for  coming  in,  when  his  entrance 
could  not  fail  to  attraft  t!ie  notice  of  the  fpeclators  ;  I 
mean,  when  the  whole  houfe  was  huflied  in  attention  to 
the  performance  on  the  ilage.     Emilia,  therefore,  per- 
ceived him  at  his  firft  approach  5  fhe  found  lierfelf  dif- 
covered  b^/  the  direftion  of  his  glafs,  and  guefling  his 
intention  iDy  his  abpjpt  retreat  from  the  box,  liimmoned 
all  her  fortitude  to  her  aid,  and  prepared  for  his  recep- 
tion.    He  advanced  to  her  with  an  ;''ir  of  eagernefs  and 
joy,  tempered  with  modeity  and  refpeft,  and  exprefled 
his  fatisfafticn  at  feeing  her,  with  a  feeming  reverence 
of  regard.     Though  Ihe  v/as  extrem^ely  well  pleafed  at 
this  unexpefted  behaviour,  fhe  fuppreflfed  the  emotions 
of  her  heart,  and  anfwered  his  compliments  with  af- 
fecled  eafe  and  unconcern,  fuch  as  might  denote  the 
good-humoiu"  of  a  peribn  who  meets  by  accident  with 
an  indifferent   acquaintance.     After  ha.ving   certified 
himfelf  of  her  own  gcod  health,  he  veiy  kindly  enquir- 
ed about  her  mother  and  Mils  Sophy ;  gave  her  to  xm- 
derfiand,  that  he  had  lately  been  favoured  with  a  letter 
from  Godfrey  ;  that  he  had  aclually  intended  to  fet  out 
next  morning  on  a  vilit  to  Mrs.  Gauntlet,  which  (now 
that  he  was  fo  happy  as  to  meet  with  her)  he  would 
pofl-pone,  until  he  fhould  have  the  pleafure  of  attending 
her  to  the  country.     After  having  thanked   him  for 
his  polite  intension,  ihe  told  him,  that  her  mother  was 
expefted  in  town  in  a  few  days,  and  that  flie  hericlf  had 

come 
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come  to  London  Ibme  weeks  ago,  to  give  her  atten<t- 
ance  upon  her  aunt,  who  had  been  dangeroufiy  ill,  but 
was  now  pretty  well  recovered. 

Althou-i^h  the  converiation  of  courle  turned  upon 
p-eneral  topicks,  during  the  entertainment  he  took  all 
opportunities  of  being  particular  with  his  eyes,  through 
which  he  conveyed  a  thoufand  tender  proteftations. 
She  faw,  and  inwardly  rejoiced  at  the  hum.ility  of  his 
looks  }  but  fai"  from  rewai-ding  it  with  one  approving 
glance,  fhe  induftrioully  avoided  this  ocular  intercourfe, 
and  rather  coquetted  with  a  young  gentleman  that 
ogled  her  from  the  oppofite  box.  Peregrine's  peneti'a- 
tion  eahly  dete6led  her  fentiments,  and  he  was  nettled 
at  her  difTimulation,  which  ferved  to  confiiTn  him  in 
his  unwarrantable  deiigns  upon  her  peribn.  He  per- 
iifted  in  his  alTiduities  with  indefatigable  pcrieverance  ; 
when  the  play  was  concluded,  handed  her  and  her 
com.panion  to  an  hackney-coach,  and  with  difficulty 
was  pennitted  to  efcort  them  to  the  houie  of  Emilia's 
imclc,  to  whom  our  hero  was  introduced  by  the  young 
lady,  as  an  intimate  friend  of  her  brother  Godfrey, 

The  old  gentleman,  who  was  no  ftranger  to  the  na- 
tin-e  of  Peregrine's  connection  with  his  lifter's  taniily, 
prevailed  upon  him  to  ftay  flipper,  and  feemed  particu- 
larly well  pleafed  with  his  converfation  and  deport- 
ment, which,  by  help  of  his  natural  iagacity,  he  won- 
derfully adapted  to  the  humour  of  his  entertainer.  Af- 
ter fupper,  when  the  ladies  were  withdrawn,  and  the 
citizen  called  for  his  pipe,  our  lly  adventurer  followed 
his  example.  Though  he  abhorred  the  plant,  he  fmoak- 
ed  with  an  air  of  infinite  fatisfa6lion,  and  expatiated 
upon  the  virtues  of  tobacco,  as  if  he  had  been  deeply 
concerned  in  the  Virginia  trade.  In  the  progrefs  of 
the  diicourfe,  he  confulted  the  merchant's  difpolition  ; 
and  the  national  debt  coming  upon  the  cai'pet,  held 
forth  upon  the  funds  like  a  profeffed  broker.  When 
the  alderman  complained  of  the  reifriclions  and  dif- 
couragement  of  trade,  his  gueft  inveighed  againft  ex- 
<)rbita}iL  dutiesj  with  the  nature  of  wiiich  he  feemed  as 
B  3  ^vell 
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v/cil  acquainted  as  any  coramiinoner  of  the  cuftoms  ;  fo 
that  the  uncle  was  aitonifheci  at  the  exttnt  of  his  know- 
ledge, and  exprelTcu  his  lurprife,  that  a  gay  young  gen- 
tlem?Ji  like  nimj  ihould  have  found  either  leiiure  or  in- 
clination to  con'iiJer  fubjefts  fo  foreign  to  the  fafliion- 
able  amuieiTients  of  youth. 

Pickle  laid  hold  on  this  opportunity  to  tell  hira,  that 
he  was  defcended  from  a  race  of  merchants  5  and,  that 
early  in  life,  he  had  made  it  his  b'liinefs  to  infti-u6t 
himfelf  in  the  different  branches  of  trade,  which  he  not 
only  ftudied  as  his  family  profefiion,  but  aifo  as  the 
foiu-ce  of  all  our  national  riches  and  power.  He  then 
launched  out  in  pralfe  of  comnserce,  and  the  promoters 
thereof  J  and  by  way  of  contraft,  employed  all  his  ri- 
dicule, in  drawing  fuch  ludicrous  pictures  of  the  man- 
ners and  education  of  what  is  called  high  life,  that  the 
trader's  fides  were  ihaken  by  laughter,  even  to  the  dan- 
ger of  his  life  5  and  he  looked  upon  our  adventurer  as  a 
miracle  of  fobriety  and  good-fera'e. 

Having  thus  ingratiated  hinifelf  with  the  uncle,  Pe- 
regrine took  his  leave,  and   next  day  in  the  forenoon 
vifited  the  niece  in  his  chariot,  after  fhe  had  been  ad- 
moniihed  by  her  kinfman  to  behave  with  circumfpec- 
tion,  and  cautioned  againfc  neghcting  or  diicouraging 
the  addrelTes  of  fuch  a  valuable  admirer. 
CHAP.    III. 
He  pr  off  elites  his  Dcf.pi  upoti  Emilia  -mitk  great 
Art  and  Perfe~oe ranee. 
/^UR  adventurer,  liaving  by  his  hypocrify  obtained 
^^  free  accefs  to  his  m.iftrefs,  began  the  fiege,  by  pro- 
felTing  the  m.oft  finccre  contrition  for  his  fonuer  levity, 
and  imploring  her  forgivenefs  with  fuch  earneft  fuppli- 
cation,  that,  guarded  as  fhe  was  againft  his  flattering 
ajts,  file  began  to  believe  his  proteftations,  which  were 
even  accompanied  with  tears,  and  abated  a  good  deal 
of  that  jxverity  and  distance  ihe  had  propofed  to  main- 
tain dinhig  this  interview.     She  wovild  not,  however, 
favour  him  with  the  leaft  acknowledgment  of  a  nnitual 
paffion,  becaufe,  in  the  niidil  of  his  vows  of  eternal 

conflancy 
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conftancy  and  tnith,  he  did  not  mention  one  fyllable  of 
v/edlook,  though  he  was  now  entirely  mafter  of"  his 
own  condu6l ;  and  this  confideraticn  created  a  doubt 
which  fortified  her  againft  all  his  attacks  :  yet,  v/hat 
her  dilcretion  would  have  concealed,  was  difcovered  by 
her  eyes,  which,  in  Ipite  of  all  her  endeavours,  breathed 
forth  complacency  and  love.  For  her  inclination  was 
flattered  by  her  own  fclf-fufficiency,  which  imputed 
her  admirer's  fiLnce,  in  that  particular,  to  the  hurry 
and  perturbation  of  his  fpirits,  and  perfaaded  her,  that 
he  could  not  pofFibly  regard  her  with  any  other  than 
honourable  intentions. 

The  inudious  lover  exulted  in  the  tendernefs  of  her 
looks,  from  which  he  prefaged  a  compleat  victoiy; 
but,  that  he  might  not  over-lhoot  himlelf  by  his  own 
precipitation,  he  would  not  run  the  rif^  of  declaring 
himfclf,  until  her  heart  fhould  be  fo  far  entangled 
within  his  fnares,  as  that  neither  the  fuggellicns  of  ho- 
nour, prudence,  or  pride,  fnould  be  able  to  difengage 
it.  Armed  with  this  refolution,  he  retrained  the  im.- 
patience  of  his  temper  within  the  limits  of  the  moft  de- 
licate deportment.  After  having  folicited  and  obtain- 
ed pLnniffion  to  attend  her  to  the  next  opera,  he  took 
her  by  the  hand,  and  prelTmg  it  to  his  lips  in^he  moft 
refpt^tful  manner,  went  away,  leaving  her  in  a  moft 
whimfical  ftate  of  fufpenle,  chequered  with  an  intereft- 
ing  vifiicitude  of  hope  and  fear. 

On  the  appointed  day,  he  appeared  again  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  found  her  native  charms 
fo  much  improved  by  Jihe  advantages  of  drefs,  that  he 
was  tranfported  with  admiration  and  delight;  and 
while  he  conducted  her  to  the  Kay-Market,  could 
fcarce  bridle  the  impctuofity  of  his  paffion,  fo  as  to 
obfcrve  the  forbearing  3r»axiins  he  had  adopted.  When 
file  entered  the  pit,  he  had  abundance  of  food  for  the 
gratification  of  his  vanity;  for,  in  a  m.oment,  fhe 
eclipfed  all  the  female  prirt  of  the  audience,  each  indi- 
vidual aliov/ing  in  htr  cv/n  heari,  that  the  ili-ai:igi.j- 

was 
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was  bv  far  the  handlbmelt  woman  there  prefent,  except' 
herlelf. 

Here  it  was  that  our  hero  enjoyed  a  double  ti'Iumph  ; 
he  was  vain  of  this  opportunity  to  enhance  his  reputa- 
tion for  gallantry  among  the  ladies  of  fafhion,  who 
knew  him,  and  proud  of  an  occahon  to  dilplay  hig 
quality  acquaintance  to  Emilia,  that  fhe  might  enter- 
tain the  greater  idea  of  the  conqueft  flie  had  made,  and 
pay  the  more  deference  to  his  importance  in  the  fequel 
of  his  addrefTes.  That  he  might  profit  as  much  as 
polnble  by  this  fituation,  he  went  up  and  accofted  every 
perfon  in  the  pit,  v/lth  whom  he  ever  had  the  kaft  com- 
munication 5  whifpered  and  laughed  witli  an  affe6f ed 
air  of  familiarity,  and  even  bowed  at  a  diftance  tofom^e 
of  the  nobility,  on  the  flender  foundation  of  having 
ftood  near  them  at  court,  or  prefented  them  with  a, 
pinch  of  rappee  at  White's  chocolate-houfe. 

This  ridiculous  olcentation,  though  nov/  praftifed 
with  a  view  of  promotiiig  his  defign,  was  a  weaknefs. 
that  in  Tome  degree  infected  the  whole  of  his  behaviourj 
for  nothing  gave  him  fo  m.uch  joy  in  converfation,  as 
an  opportunity  of  giving  the  company  to  underftand, 
how  well  he  was  with  perfons  of  diftinguiflied  rank  and 
clir.ra6f er :  he  would  oft;n  (for  example)  obferve,  as  It 

were  occafionally,  that  the  Dake  of  G was  one  of 

the  bell-natured  men  in  the  world,  and  illuflrate  this 
aiTertion  by  {bme  inftance  of  his  affability,  in  which  IfC 
himfelf  was  concerned  j  then,  by  an  abrupt  tranfitlon, 

he  would  repeat  Ibme  repartee  of  Lady  T ,  and 

mention  a  certain  bon  mot  of  the  Earl  of  C-- ,  which 

was  uttered  in  his  hearing. 

Abundance  of  young  men,  in  this  manner,  make 
free  with  the  names,  though  they  have  never  had  accefs 
to  the  perlbns  of  the  nobility ;  but  this  was  not  the 
cafe  with  Peregrine,  who,  in  conhderatiou  of  his  ap- 
pearance and  fuppofed  fortune,  together  with  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  Introdu6lIon,  was  by  this  time  freely 
admitted  to  the  tables  of  the  great. 
In  the  return  with  Eniiliafrom  the  opersj  though  he 
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ftlll  maintained  the  molt  icmpiilous  deconim  in  his 
behaviour,  he  plied  her  with  tiie  moil  paffionate  cxprei- 
lions  of  loye,  fqueezed  her  hand  with  great  fei-vency, 
.proteftcu  that  his  whole  loui  was  engrolled  by  her  idea, 
and  that  he  could  not  exift  independent  of  her  favont-. 
Pleafed  as  flie  was  with  his  warm  and  pathetick  ad- 
drefl'es,  together  with  the  reipe61;ful  manner  cf  his  mak- 
ing love,  fhe  yet  had  prudence  and  refolution  fufficient 
to  contain  her  tenderneis,  which  was  ready  to  run  over; 
being  fortihed  againft  his  aits,  by  reflecting,  that  if 
his  aim  was  honourable,  it  was  now  his  bufmeJs  to  de- 
clare it.  On  this  coniideration,  fhe  refufed  to  make 
any  ieriouS  reply  to  his  eameit  expoltulations,  but  af- 
fe6led  to  receive  them  as  the  imdetermined  effufions  of 
gallantly  and  good-breeding. 

This  liftitious  gaiety  and  good-humcair,  thou2:h  it 
baffled  his  hope  of  extortir.g  fi-om  her  an  -J-cknowledg- 
ment  of  which  he  might  have  taken  imm.tdiate  advan- 
tage, neverthelefs  encouraged  him  to  obfei-ve,  (as  the 
chariots  palled  along  the  Strand)  that  the  night  was 
far  advanced  ;  that  fupper  would  certainly  be  over  be- 
fore they  could  reach  her  uncle's  houie ;  and  to  pro- 
pole,  that  he  fhould  wait  upon  her  to  feme  place,  where 
they  might  be  accommodated  with  a  flight  refredimcnt. 
She  was  offended  at  the  freedom  of  this  prcpofalj  which, 
however,  llie  ti'eated  as  a  joke,  thanking  him  for  his 
courteous  ofter,  and  afiuring  him,  that  when  fliefliould 
be  dilpoied  for  a  tavenfi  treat,  he  alone  fliould  have  the 
honour  of  bellowing  it. 

Ker  kinfman  being  engaged  with  corrp-^nv  abroad, 
and  her  aunt  retired  to  reft,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
en'oy  a  tete-a-tete  with  her  during  a  whole  hour,  which 
he  employed  with  fuch  confummate  fkill,  that  her  cau- 
tion was  alnioft  overcome.  He  not  only  aflailed  her 
with  the  artillery  of  lighs,  vows,  prayers,  and  tears, 
but  even  pawned  his  honour  in  behalf  of  his  love.  Ke 
iwore  with  many  imprecations,  that  alchon.ghher  heait 
were  furrendered  to  him  at  difcretion,  there  was  a  prin- 
ciple within  him,  which  would  ne\er  aliovv^  him  to  in- 
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jiire  fuch  innocence  and  beauty;  and  the  franrports  ©f 
his  paflion  had,  upon  this  qccaiion,  lb  far  over-fliot  his 
purpofe,  that  if  flie  had  demanded  an  explanation,- 
while  he  was  thus  agitated,  he  would  have  engaged 
hinifelf  to  her  wlfn  by  fuch  ties,  as  he  could  not  pofR- 
.bly  break  v/ith  any  regard  to  his  reputation.  But  from 
fuch  expcftulation  fhe  was  deterred,  partly  by  pride, 
and  partly  by  the  dread  of  finding  herfelf  miltaken  in 
fuch  an  interefting  conjecture.  She  therefore  enjoyed 
the  prefent  flattering  appeai-ance  of  her  fate,  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  accept  the  jewels,  which  he  p^nxhafed 
v/ith  part  of  his  v/inning  at  Bath,  and  with  the  moft 
enchanting  condefcenfion  llibmitted  to  a  warm  embracej 
when  he  took  his  leave,  after  having  obtained  permlf- 
fion  to  vifit  her.  as  often  as  his  inclination  and  conve- 
jiiejice  would  permit. 

In  his  return  to  his  own  lodgings,  he  was  buoyed  up 
v^lth  his  fucc^fs  to  an  extravagance  of  hope ;  already 
congratulated  himfelf  upon  his  triumph  over  Emilia''s 
virtue;  and  began  to  project  future  conquefts  among 
.the  mod  dignified  characters  of  the  female  fex.  But 
.his  attention  was  not  ail  difiipated  by  thefe  vain  reflec- 
tions ;  he  refolved  to  concentrate  the  whole  exertion  of 
his  foul  upon  the  execution  of  his  prefent  plan;  defifted, 
in  the  mean  time,  from  all  oth^r  ichemes  of  pleafure,  in- 
terefl:,  and  ambition  ;  and  took  lodgings  in  the  city,  for 
the  more  commodious  accom.pl ifhment  of  his  purpofe. 

While  our  lover's  imagination  was  thus  agreeably 
regaled,  his  miftrefs  did  not  enjoy  her  expedatlons, 
without  the  intervention  of  doubts  and  anxiety.  Hi? 
filence  touching  the  final  aim  of  his  addreflcs  was  a 
myitery  on  which  flie  was  afraid  of  exercifmg  her  faga- 
city ;  and  her  uncle  tormented  her  with  inquiries  into 
the  circumftances  of  Peregrine's  profeiTions  and  deport- 
ment. Rather  than  give  this  relation  the  leaftcaufe  of 
fiifpicion,  which  muft  have  cut  off  all  intercourfe  be- 
twixt her  and  her  admirer,  fhe  faid  ever}'  thing  which 
Jlie  thought  would  fatisfy  his  care  and  concern  for  her 
^'dfare  j  and  in  ccnfecuence  of  fuch  reprefentation,  ftie 
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cftjoyed,- without  relen-e,  the  company  of  onr  adven. 
tlirer,  who  proiecuted  his  plan  with  iurprizing  eagtr- 
nels  and  perievtrance. 

CHAP.  IV* 
He  p'e--vaUs  upon  Eviilia  to  acco?}ipany  him  to  a  Mafaue^ 
rade  j  makes  a  treacherous  Attempt  upon  her  Affec- 
ilzn.,  and  niee^s  n,'jith  a  defer-ued  Repulfe. 
CCARCE  a  night  elapkd  in  which  he  did  not  ccn- 
^  d.uti  her  to  ibme  publick  entertainment ;  "When, 
by  the  dint  of  his  inildiious  carriage,  he  thought  him- 
felf  in  full  polTeiBon  of  her  confidence  and  affection,  he 
lay  in  wait  for  an  opportunity  5  and  hearing  her  ob- 
fer\'e  in  converfation,  that  fhe  had  never  been  at  a  maf- 
querade,  begged  leave  to  attend  her  to  the  next  ball  ^  at 
the  fame  tiir.e,  extending  his  invitation  to  the  young 
lady,  in  v/hofe  company  he  had  foiuid  her  at  the  piav, 
Ihe  being  prdtnt  when  this  fubject  of  difeourfe  was  in- 
troduced. He  had  flattered  himfelf  that  this  gentle- 
woman would  decline  tlie  prcpofal,  as  flie  was  a  perfoii 
feemingly  of  a  demure  dilpoution,  v/ho  had  been  bom 
and  bred  in  the  city,  where  inch  diveriions  are  looked 
upon  as  fcenes  of  lewdneis  and  debaucher}%  For  once, 
however,  he  reckoned  without  his  hoft  ;  curiofity  is  as 
prevalent  in  the  city  as  at  the  court  end  of  the  town : 
Emilia  no  fooner  fignified  her  aflVnt  to  his  prcpolal, 
than  her  friend  >  v^ith  an  air  of  iatisfaftion,  agreed  to 
make  one  of  the  fart'ie  \  and  he  was  obliged  to  tliank 
her  for  that  ccmplaii'ance  which  laid  him  under  infinite 
tnortification.  He  fet  his  genius  at  work,  to  Invent 
fome  fcheme  for  preventing  her  unieafonable  Intrufionj 
Had  an  opportunity  offered,  he  would  have  afted  as 
her  phyiician,  and  adminifl:ered  a  medicine  that  would 
have  laid  her  under  the  neceflity  of  flaying  at  home  ; 
but  his  acquaintance  with  her  being  too  flight  to  fiir- 
nilh  him  with  the  means  of  executing  this  expedient, 
he  deviled  anctlier,  which  v/as  praftifed  v^^ith  all  ima- 

finable  luccefs.     Underftanding  that  her  grandmother 
ad  left  her  a  fum  of  money  independent  of  her  parents> 
he  conveyed  a  kti*r  K?  hvi"  mother,  intimating,  that  her 
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daughter,  on  pretence  o{'  going  to  the  mafquerade,  in- 
tended to  bellow  herieifrin  marriage  on  a  certain  per- 
fon,  and  that  in  a  few  days  iLe  v/oidd  be  informed  of 
the  clrcumitaiices  of  the  whole  Intrigue,  provided  fhe 
would  keep  this  information  fecret,  and  contrive  ibm.e 
e:<cule  for  detaining  the  young  lady  at  home,  Vv'ithout 
giving-  her  caufe  to  believe  flie  was  apprized  of  her  in- 
tention. This  billet,  fubfcribed,  '  Your  well-wifher, 
and  unknown  humble  fervant,'  had  the  deiired  effe^i 
upon  the  careftd  matron  ;  who,  on  the  ball-day,  feign- 
ed lierfelf  fo  extremely  ill,  that  Mifs  could  not,  with 
any  decency,  quit  her  raamm.a's  apartment ;  and  there- 
fore fent  her  apology  to  Emilia  in  the  afternoon,  imme- 
diately after  the  arrival  of  Peregrine,  who  pretended  to 
be  very  much  afliifted  with  the  diiappointinent,  while 
his  heart  throbbed  with  a  tranfport  of  joy. 

About  ten  o'clock  the  lovers  fet  out  for  the  Hay- 
Market,  he  being  dreirc;d  in  the  habit  of  a  Pantaloon, 
and  file  in  that  of  Columbine  5  and  they  liad  I'carce  en- 
tered the  houie,  when  the  mufick  fiiruck  up,  the  curtain 
was  withdrawn,  and  the  whole  fcene  diiplayed  at  once, 
to  the  admiration  of  Erniiia,  whofe  expeftation  was  in- 
finitely furpaffed  by  this  exhibition.  Our  gallant  hav- 
ing conduced  her  through  all  the  different  apartments, 
and  deicribed  the  ceconomy  of  the  place,  led  her  into 
the  circle,  and,  in  their  turn,  they  danced  feveral  mi- 
nuets ;  then  going  to  the  fide-board,  he  prevailed  upon 
her  to  eat  fome  fweetmeats  and  drink  a  glafs  of  Cham- 
pagxe.  After  a  fecond  reviev/  of  the  company,  they 
engaged  in  country-danc<  s,  at  wliich  exercife  they  con- 
tinued, until  our  adventurer  concluded,  that  his  part- 
ner's blood  was  fufriciently  warmed  for  the  proftcution 
of  his  deiign.  On  this  fuppofition,  which  was  built 
tipon  her  declaring,  that  fhe  was  thirlly  and  fatigued, 
he  perfuaded  her  to  take  a  little  refrefhment  andrepofej 
and  for  that  purpofe,  handed  her  down  llairs  hito  the 
eating- room  5  where,  having  feated  her  on  the  fioor,  he 
prefented  her  with  a  glais  of  wine  and  water  j  and,  as 
Hie  coniplaiaed  of  being  faint,  er.richei  the  draught 
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with  fome  drops  of  a  certain  elixir,  vvIiTch  he  recom- 
mended as  a  moit  excellent  reftorative,  though  it  was 
BO  other  than  a  ftimulative  tincture,  which  he  had 
treachercuily  provided  tor  the  cccailon.  Having  fwal- 
lowed  this  potion,  by  which  her  Ipirits  were  maiiifeftly 
exhilirated,  fhe  ate  a  flice  of  ham,  with  the  wing  ot  a 
cold  pullet,  and  concluded  the  meal  v/Ith  a  glal's  of 
Burginidy,  which  fne  drank  at  the  tarneft  intreaty  of 
lier  admirer.  Thei'e  extraordinar}'  cordials  co-operat- 
ing with  the  ferment  of  her  blood,  which  was  heated 
by  violent  motion,  could  not  fail  to  affcCf  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  a  delicate  young  creature,  who  was  naturally 
fprightly  and  volatile.  Her  eyes  began  to  fparkle  wiLh 
iinufuai  fire  and  vivacitv,  a  thouranci  brilliant  failles  of 
Wit  elcaped  her,  and  eveiy  maik  that  accofted  her  un- 
derwent fome  fmarting  repartee. 

Peregrine,  overjoyed  at  the  fuccefs  of  his  adminillra- 
tlon,  propoicd  that  they  fliould  reuuiie  their  places  at 
the  countiy-dances,  with  a  view  to  promote  and  aiTifl 
the  efficacy  of  his  elixir;  and  v/hen  he  thought  herdii- 
pofition  was  properly  adapted  for  the  theme,  began  to 
ply  her  with  all  the  elocution  of  love.  In  order  to 
elevate  his  own  fpirits  to  that  pitch  of  reiblution  which 
his  icheme  required,  he  drank  tvv'o  v/hole  bottles  of 
Burgundy,  winch  inflamed  his  palTion  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  he  found  himfclf  capable  of  undertaking  and  per- 
pet'ating  any  fcheme  for  the  gratification  of  his  celire. 

Emilia,  warmed  by  lb  many  concurring  Incentives, 
in  favour  of  t:ie  man  flit  loved,  abated  coniiderably  of 
her  wonted  refei^ve.  liftened  to  his  proteftations  with 
undilfembled  pleafure,  and  in  the  confidence  of  her  fa-, 
tisfa^t'cn,  even  owned  him  abfolute  mafter  of  her  affec- 
tions. Ravilhed  v/ith  this  confelTion,  he  nov/  deemed 
himfelf  on  the  brink  of  reaping  the  delicious  fruits  of 
his  art  and  affiduity  j  and  the  momhjg  bemg  already 
pretty  far  advanced,  ailented  with  rapture  to  the  firft 
propolai  file  made  of  retiring  to  her  lodgings.  The 
blinds  of  the  chariot  being  pulled  up,  he  took  advan- 
tage of  the  favourable  iit,uation  of  her  thoughts,  and  on 
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j>rcterxe  of  being  wiiimrical,  in  coniequence  of  the  -^Ant 
he  had  fwalJowed,  ckipcd  her  in  hii-  arms,  and  imprint- 
ed a  thoufand  kifles  en  her  pouting  ilps,  a  freedoin 
-which  file  pardosied  as  the  privilege  of  intoxication. 
While  he  thus  indulged  himfelf  with  impimity,  the 
caniage  halted,  and  Pipes  opening  the  door,  his  mafter 
handed  her  into  the  paii'age,  before  fhe  perceived  that 
it  ^vas  not  her  uncle's  houie,  at  which  they  had  alighted. 

Alarmed  at  this  diicover^',  fiie  with  Ibrne  confufion 
denredxto  know  his  reafon  for  conducting  her  to  a 
ftrange  place  at  thefe  hours :  but  he  made  no  reply,  un- 
til he  had  led  her  into  an  apartment,  when  he  gave  her 
to  underftand,  that  as  her  uncle's  family  muit  be  dii- 
farbed  by  her  going  thither  fo  late  in  the  night,  and  the 
ftreets  r^ear  Temple-bar  were  infefted  by  a  multitiide 
of  i-obbers  and  cut-throats,  he  had  ordered  his  coach-i 
man  to  h.aJt  at  this  hcufe,  which  was  kept  by  a  relation 
of  his  j  a  mighty  good  fort  of  a  gentlewoman,  who  would 
be  proud  of  an  opporLunity  to  accomn?vodate  a  perfon 
for  whom  he  was  known  to  entertain  ilich  tendernefs 
and  efteem. 

Emilia  had  too  much  penetration  to  be  impofed  up- 
on by  this  plauffble  pretext:  in  ipite  of  her^ partiality 
for  Peregrine,  which  had  never  been  inflanied  to  iiich  a 
pitcii  of  eomplacency  before,  ihe  comprehended  his 
whole  plan  in  a  twinkling.  Though  her  biood  boiled 
with  indignation,  (he  thanked  him  with  an  affe<5led  air 
of  ferenity  tor  his  kind  concern,  and  expreiied  her  ob-^ 
ligation  to  his  ccufm  ;  but,  a.t  the  fame  time,  injified 
upon  going  home,  ieit  her  abfence  fliould  terrify  hef 
imcle  and  aunt,  wlio  fhe  knew  would  not  retire  to  I'eil 
till  her  return.  He  urged  her,  with  a  thoufand  re-* 
monllrances,  to  confult  her  own  cafe  and  falety,  pro^ 
»iifing  to  fend  Pipes  jnto  the  city,  'for  the  fatisfadtion 
of  her  relations  ;  but  finding  her  obftinately  deaf  to  his 
hitreaties,  he  aHured  her,  that  he  would  in  a  few  mU 
nutes  comply  with  her  requeil ;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
begged  Ihe  would  fortify  herfeif  agairiil  the  coll  with  a 
cordial,  v/hicii    he  pQui;;d  exit  in  her  prcienc.-,  and 
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V'hlch  (now  that  her  iiilpicion  was  aroiized)  fherefurcd 
to  taile,  notwithftandiR9:  ail  his  i?r;portunities.  He  then 
ieil  upon  his  knees  betbie  her,  and  the  tears  guihing 
from  bis  eyes,  Iwore  that  his  paiHon  was  wound  np  to 
inch  a  pitch  of  impatience,  that  he  ccvild  no  longer  liv5 
upon  the  iiniubitantial  food  of  expectation  ;  sr>d  that> 
if  (he  would  not  vouchfafe  to  crown  his  happinefs,  he 
wouLi  forthwith  facrifice  himfdf  to  her  difdain.  Such 
an  abrupt  addrefs,  y.ccorapanied  with  all  the  fymptcms 
of  frantick  agitation,  couid  not  fail  to  perplex  and  af- 
fright the  gentle  Emilia  ;  who,  after  fome  reeclleclion, 
replied  with  a  rdolute  tone,  that  {he  could  not  fee  what 
reafon  he  had  to  complain  of  her  refer/e,  which  (he  vi'as 
r.Dt  at  ilberty  to  lay  entirely  ahde>  until  he  (liould  have 
avowed  his  intentions  in  form,  and  obtained  the  fanc- 
tion  of  thole  whom  it  was  her  duty  to  obey.  *  Divine 
jU'eature  !'  cried  he,  feizing  her  hand,  and  prefiing  it  to 
his  lips,  *  it  is  from  you  alone  I  hope  for  that  conde- 
fcenfion,  which  v/ouid  cvei-\vhelm  me  with  tranfport? 
i>f  celeltial  biifs.  The  ientiments  of  parents  ai-e  for- 
<lid,  flilyj  and  confined ;  feek  not  then  to  fubjeft  my 
pailioJi  to  llich  low  reitriclions  as  were  caknlated. 
for  the  purpofes  of  common  life.  My  love  is  too  deli-, 
cate  and  renned  to  wear  thofe  vulgar  fetters,  which 
ferve  only  to  deftroy  the  merit  of  vcluntarj'  affeilion, 
and  to  upbj-aid  a  man  inceiTantly  with  the  articles  of 
compullion,  under  which  he  lies .     My  dear  angel ! 

pai'e  me  the  mortification  of  beiiig  compelled  to  love 
you,  and  reign  fole  emprefs  of  my  heart  and  fortune.  I 
will  not  affront  you  fq  much  as  to  talk  of  fettlements  ; 
my  all  is  at  3'-our  difpo^al.  In  tliis  pocket-book  are 
);ot:es  to  the  amount  of  two  thoufand  pounds ;  do  me 

the  plrafure  to  accept  of  them ;  to-morrow  I  v\'ili  lay 
ten  thoufand  more  in  vour  lap.  In  a  word,  you  (hali 
Jse  miftrefs  of  my  whole  eitate,  and  I  (hall  think  myfelf 
happy  in  livhig  dependent  on  vour  bounty  V 

Heavens  !  what  v.'.:n-*  the  emotions  of  the  virtuous, 

the  fenfible,  the  delicate,  the  tender  Emilia's  heart, 

v/hen  flic  heai-d  this  hif jlcnt  declaration  from  the  mouth 
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of  a  man  whom  ihe  had  honoured  with  her  affe8:loii 
and  eileem !  It  was  not  fimply  horror,  grief,  or  indig- 
nation, that  ihe  felt,  in  coniequence  of  tiiis  unworthy 
treatment,  but  the  united  pangs  of  ali  together,  which 
produced  a  fort  of  hylteriek  laup:h,  while  flie  told  him, 
that  file  could  not  help  admirin"^  his  generofity. 

Dec;  ived  oy  this  convulilon,  and  the  ironical  compli- 
ment that  attended  it,  the  lo-^^er  thought  he  had  already 
made  great  progrefs  in  his  operations,  and  that  it  was 
r.ow  hi.s  bufniefs  to  ftorm  theibrt  by  a  vigorous  aflaulr, 
tiiat  he  might  fpare  her  the  confuficn  of  yielding  with- 
out refiiiance.  Poflefied  by  this  vaiii  fuggeftion,  he 
ftarted  up,  and  folding  her  in  liis  arms,  began  to  obey 
the  furious  dicf  ate  of  his  unruly  and  ungenerous  deiire. 
With  an  air  of  cool  deterniinaLion,  flie  demanded  a  par- 
ley; and  when,  upon  her  repeated  requeif,  he  granted 
it,  addreffed  herfelf  to  him  in  thefe  words,  while  her 
eyes  gleamed  with  all  the  dignity  of  the  moil  awiiil  re- 
fentment.  <  Sir,  I  fcorn  to  upbraid  you  with  a  repe- 
tition of  your  former  vows  and  proteftations,  nor  will 
I  recapitulate  the  little  arts  you  have  pra6f  ifed  to  en- 
fnare  my  heart ;  becaufe,  though  by  dint  of  the  moft 
perfidious  diflimulation,  you  have  found  means  to  de- 
ceive my  opinion,  your  utmoil  eirorts  have  never  been 
able  to  lull  the  vigilance  of  my  conduft,  or  to  engage 
my  affection  beyond  the  power  of  difcarding  you  with- 
out a  tear,  whenever  my  honour  ihouid  demand  fuch  a 
facrifice.  Sir,  you  are  unworthy  of  my  concern  or  re- 
gret, and  the  figh  that  now  ftruggles  from  my  breaft, 
is  the  refidt  of  forrow,  for  my  own  want  of  difcern- 
ment.  As  for  your  prefent  attempt  upon  my  chaftity, 
I  defpife  your  power  as  I  dettft  your  intention. 
Though,  under  the  mafk  of  the  moft  delicate  refpeft, 
you  have  decoyed  me  from  the  immediate  prote6f  ion  of 
my  friends,  and  contrived  other  impious  ftratagems  to 
ruin  my  peace  and  reputation,  I  confide  too  mucli  in 
my  own  irmocence,  and  the  authority  of  the  law,  to  ad- 
liTilt  one  thought  of  fear,  much  Icfs  to  fmk  under  the 
horror  of  this  fhocking  fituation,   into  which  I  -have 
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been  feduced.  Sir,  your  bahaviour  on  this  occa'ion^ 
is,  in  all  refpefls,  low  and  contemptible  -.  for,  iiifhan 
as  yoii  are,  you  durfl:  not  harbour  one  thought  of  exe- 
cuting your  execrable  fcheme,  while  5-00  knew  my 
brother  was  ne?a-  enough  to  prevent  or  revxnge  the  in- 
fa It  5  fo  that  you  muft  not  only  be  a  treacherous  vil- 
lain, but  a  moit  defpicable  coward  !■*  Having  expreflM 
herfelf  in  this  manner,  v*^ith  a  m.oft  mpjeftick  feverity  of 
aip."6t,  fhe  opened  the  :;oor,  and  walking  down  ftairs 
with  iurprizing  refolution,  committed  berftJf  to  the 
care  of  a  watchman,  who  accomm.odated  her  with  a 
hackney  chair,  in  which  ihe  was  fafeiy  conveyed  to  hev 
uncle's  hoafe. 

Meanwhile,  the  lover  was  fo  confounded  and  over- 
awed by  tiieie  cutting  reproaches,  a)id  her  aniinated 
behavioui",  tl.at  ail  bis  reiblution  forfook  Vdm,  and  he 
found  himfelf  not  onlv  incapable  of  obitaicting  her  re- 
treat, but  even  of  uttering  one  fyllable  to  deprecate  her 
wrath,  or  extenuate  the  guilt  of  his  own  condi.il.  The 
nature  of  his  difappointment,  and  the  keen  remorfe  th^t 
feized  liim,  when  he  reflected  \ipon  the  difhonourable 
footing  on  which  his  ehara6ler  ftood  with  Emilia,  raif- 
«d  f\ich  pertm'batlon  in  his  mind,  tliat  his  filence  was 
uicceeded  by  a  violent  Jit  of  diftradlion,  during  which 
he  raved  like  a  Bedlamite,  and  afled  a  thoufand  extra- 
vagances., which  convinced  the  people  ot  the  houfe  (a 
prtain  bagnio)  that  he  had  a6cuaily  lofc  his  v/its. 
I'ipes,  with  great  concern,  adopted  the  fame  opinion ; 
and,  being  alTifted  by  the  waiters,  hindered  him,  by 
main  force,  from  running  out  and  purluing  the  fair  fii- 
gi*-ivej  whom,  in  his  delirium.,  he  alternately  curfed 
and  comm.ended,  with  hoiTid  imprecations  an  lavilh 
applaufe.  His  faithful  valet,  having  waited  two  v/hole 
hours,  in  hope  of  i'eeln^  this  guft  oF  paffion  overblown, 
and  perceiving  that  the  parox}''.iiri  feemed  rather  to  in- 
creafe,  veiy  pixidentlv  fcnt  for  a  phyfician  of  his  mai- 
ter's  acquaintance  ;  who  having  confidered  the  circum- 
ftanx^es  and  fymptoms  of  the  diforder,  directed  that  he 
fnould  be  plentifully  blooded,  without  lofs  of  time,  and 
C  3  prefcribcd 
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prefcribed  a  draught  to  compofe  the  tumult  of  his  spi- 
rits. Thefe  orders  beuig  punvStually  performed,  he 
grew  more  calm  and  tradable ;  recovered  his  refieftion 
io  far,  as  to  be  afhamed  of  the  extafv  he  had  undergone; 
fuffered  himfelf  quietly  tobe  und relied,  and  put  to  bed; 
where  the  fatigue  occafioned  by  his  cxercife  at  the  maf- 
querade,  co-operated  with  the  prefent  diiiipation  of  his 
fpirits  to  lull  him  into  a  profound  fieep,  which  greatly- 
tended  to  the  prefervatlon  of  his  intellefts  :  not  that  he 
found  himfelf  in  a  ftate  of  perfeft  tranquillity,  when  he 
awaked  about  noon.  The  remembrar.ee  of  what  had 
pafTed  overwhelmed  him  with  mortification.  Emilia-s 
jnveftives  ftill  founded  hi  his  ears :  and  while  he  deeply 
refcnted  her  difdain,  he  could  not  help  admiring  her 
fpirit,  and  in  his  heart  did  homage  to  her  charms. 

CHAP.    V. 
He  e-ndea-oows  to  'reconcile  himfelf  to  his  Miflrefs,  and 

expoftilates  ni.nth  the  Uncle,  n.vho  forbids  hhn  theHcufe. 

IN  this  ftate  of  divifion,  he  v^-ent  home  to  his  owniodg-^ 
ings  in  a  chair  ;  and  vv-hile  he  deliberated  v.-itli  him- 
felf whether  he  fliould  relinqulfh  the  purfuit,  and  endea- 
vour to  banifn  her  idea  from  his  breaft,  or  go  immedi- 
ately and  hum/ole  himJelf  before  his  exafperated  mif- 
trefs,  and  offer  his  hand  as  an  atonement  tor  his  crime, 
his  fervant  put  in  his  hp.nd  a  packet,  which  had  been 
delivered  by  a  ticket-porter  at  the  door.  He  no  Iboneir 
perceived  that  the  fupcrfcription  was  in  Emilia's  hand- 
writing, than  he  gueilcd  the  nature  of  the  contents  ;  and 
opening  the  feal  with  diibrdered  eagerness,  foimd  tiie 
jewels  he  had  given  to  her,  inclofed  in  a  billet  couched 
in  thefe  words — 

'  THAT  I  may  have  no  caufe  to  reproach 

*  myfelf  with  having  retained  the  leaft  memorial  of  a 
«  wretch  whom  I  equally  deloiie  and  abhor,  I  take  this 

*  opportunity  of  reftoring  theie  in  ffectual  inftiuiuenlis 

*  of  his  infamous  defign  upon  tlie  honour  of 

•  Emilia.' 
His  chagrin  was  fo  much  galled  and  inth^med  at  the 
bitternefs  of  thid  conteaiptucus  m.edage,  that  lie  gnawed 

his 
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his  fingers  till  the  blood  ran  over  his  nails,  and  even 
wept  with  vexation.  Sonietimcs  he  vowed  revenge 
againll:  her  haughty  virtue,  and  reviled  himlelf  for  his 
precipitate  declaration,  before  h?s  fcheme  was  brought 
to  maturity  J  then  he  would  confider  her  behaviour 
with  reverence  and  regard,  and  bow  before  the  irre- 
fiftibk  power  of  her  attractions.  In  fhort,  his  breaft 
was  torn  by  conflifting  paflions ;  love,  fiiarae,  and  re- 
mone,  contended  v/ith  vanity,  ambition,  and  rc;v>.-nge  j 
and  the  fuperiority  was  ftiil  doubtful,  when  headftrong 
defu'c  interpofed,  and  decided  in  favour  of  an  attempt 
towards  a  reconciliation  v/ith  the  offended  fair. 

Impelled  by  this  motive,  he  fet  out  in  the  afternoon 
for  the  hoiife  of  her  uncle,  net  without  hopes  of  that 
tender  enio)Tnent  v/hich  never  falls  to  attend  an  accom- 
modation betwixt  two  lovers  of  tafte  and  ienfibility. 
Though  the  confcioufncis  of  his  trefpafs  encumbered 
him  with  air  of  aiikward  confufion,  he  was  too  confi- 
dent of  his  own  qualifications  and  addrefs  to  defpair  of 
forgivenefs  ;  aiidby  that  time  he  arrived  at  the  citizen's 
gate,  he  had  conned  a  very  artf\il  and  pathetick  ha- 
rangue, vv'hich  he  prcpcfed  to  utter  in  his  own  behalf, 
laying  the  blame  of  his  conduct  '.a  the  impetuofity  of 
his  paflicn,  incenfed  by  the  Furgimdy,  which  he  had 
too  liberallv  drank:  but  •->_-  did  net  meet  with  an  op- 
psrtunity  to  avail  himff^  of  this  preparation.  Emilia, 
fii.pefting  that  he  would  take  fome  fteo  of  this  kind  to 
retrieve  her  favov.-,  liad  gone  abroad  on  pretence  of  vi- 
iiting,  after  having  fignliied  to  her  kinfman,  her  refo- 
lution  to  void  the  company  of  Peregrine,  on  accoujit 
of  feme  ambiguities  v/hich  (fhe  faid)  were  latl  night 
reiTi  ark  able  in  his  demeanour  at  the  m.afquerade.  She 
chofe  to  tnfmuate  her  fufpicicns  In  thefe  hints,  rather 
than  give  an  explicit  detail  of  the  young  man's  diino- 
nourahle  contrivance,  which  might  have  kindled  the 
refentment  of  the  family  to  fome  dangerous  pitch  of 
animciity  and  revenge. 

Our  adventurtr,  finding  hirafelf  baffled  in  his  expec- 
tation oi  ieeing  her,  enquu^ed  for  the  old  gentleman, 

with 
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with  whom  he  thciidit  he  had  iniiucnce  enough  to 
inake  his  apology  good,  in  cafe  he  fhouid  iind  him  pre- 
pofleiTed  by  the  yoking  lady's  inforniaLion.  But  here 
too  he  was  dilappointed  5  the  UDcle  had  gone  to  dine 
in  the  country,  and  his  wife  was  indifpoftd ;  fo  that  he 
had  no  pretext  for  ftaying  in  the  houfe  till  the  return  of 
his  channer.  Being,  however,  fruitful  of  expedients, 
he  difmified  his  chariot,  and  took  pofleiTion  of  a  rooni 
in  a  tavern,  the  windows  of  v/iiich  fronted  the  mer- 
chant's gate ;  and  there  he  propofed  to  watch  until  he 
iliould  iee  her  approach.  This  fcheme  he  put  in  prac- 
tice with  indefatigable  patience,  though  it  was  not  at- 
tended with  the  expefted  fuccei's. 

E/nilia,  whofe  caution  was  equally  vigilant  and  com- 
mendable, foj-eleeing  that  ilie  might  be  expofed  to  the 
fertility  of  his  invention,  came  home  by  a  private  pai- 
fage,  and  entered  by  a  poftern,  which  was  alrogether 
unknown  to  her  admirer  5  and  her  uncje  did  not  arrive 
xmtil  it  was  fo  late  that  he  could  not  with  any  decency 
demaiid  a  conference. 

Next  morning  he  did  not  fail  to  prefent  hirofelf  at  the 
doer,  and  his  mlftrefs  being  denied  by  her  own  expref;^ 
direction,  infified  upon  feeing  the  matter  of  the  houfe  5 
who  received  him  with  fuch  colonels  of  civility,  as 
plainly  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  he  v/as  acquainted 
with  the  difpleafure  of  Kis  niece.  He  therefore,  with 
an  air  of  candour,  told  the  citizen,  he  could  eafily  per- 
ceive, by  his  behaviour,  that  he  was  the  conhJ.ent  cf 
Mifs  Emily,  of  whom  he  was  come  to  aflc  pardon  for 
the  offence  he  had  given:  and  did  not  doubt,  if  he. 
could  be  admitted  to  her  prefence,  that  he  (liould  ht 
able  to  convince  her,  that  he  had  not  erred  intention- 
ally, or  at  leaPc  propofe  fuch  reparatioi  as  would  ciuc-^ 
tuaily  atone  for  his  fault. 

To  this  remonfcrance  the  merchant,  without  any 
cerernony  or  circumlocution,  anfwered,  that  tiiough  he 
was  ignorant  of  tiie  nature  of  his  offence,  he  was  very 
certain,  that  It  mull  have  been  fomething  Very  flagrant 
that  pvuld  iriitale  his  niece  to  luch  a  degree,  agamft 

a  ptrfon 
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a  perion  for  whom  Ihc  had  tornieiiy  a  mofl:  pirticnkr 
regard.  He  owned,  fne  haci  declared  her  iuLcntiicn  to 
renounce  his  acquaintance  for  tver,  and,  doubtids,  foe 
had  good  reafon  for  fo  doing  j  neitlier  would  he  imder- 
frike  to  promote  an  accomii^odation,  unkis  he  would 
•  give  him  full  poorer  to  treat  on  the  icore  of  matrimony, 
which  he  fuppofcd  would  be  t'le  only  means  of  evine- 
ang-  his  own  lincerity,  and  obtaining  Emilia's  forgive- 
nefs.  Peregrme's  pride  was  kindled  by  the  blu)it  de- 
claration, which  he  could  not  help  confiderlng  as  the 
refult  of  a  Icheme  concertetl  betwixt  the  young  lady 
and  her  uncle,  in  order  to  take  the  advantage  of  his 
heat.  He  therefore  i-eplied,  v/ith  raanifeif  figns  of  dif- 
gxiii",  that  he  did  not  apprehend  there  was  any  occalion 
for  a  mediator  to  reconcile  the  difference  betwixt  Emi- 
lia ana  him  5  and  that  all  he  deiired  was  an  opportu- 
nity of  pleading  in  his  O'ati  behalf. 

The  citizen  frankly  told  him,  that  as  his  niece  had 
exprclTcd  an  eorneli  deiire  of  avoiding  his  company,  he 
'.vc-^d  not  put  the  leaft  conltraint  upon  her  inclination  ; 
and  hi  the  mean  tim.e  gave  him  to  know,  that  he  was 
particularly  engaged , 

^  Our  hero  glowing  with  indignation  at  this  Aiperci- 
ilor.s  treatment ;  <  I  was  in  the  wrong,'  faid  he,  <  to 
look  for  good-manners  fo  fai-  on  this  fide  of  Temple- 
bar:  but  you  muft  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  Sir,  that 
urdefs  I  am  favoured  with  an  interview  with  Mifs 
Gauntlet,  I  flial!  conclude,  that  you  have  actually  laid 
a  conftraint  upon  her  inclination  for  fome  linifrer  pur- 
pofcs  of  your  ov/n/ — '  Sir,'  replied  the  old  gentleman, 
'  you  ai-e  v/elcomc  to  make  what  conclufioiis^/hall  feem 
good  unto  ycur  own  imagmation  j  but,  pray  be  ^o  good 
as  to  allow  me  the  privilege  of  being  mailer  in  my  own 
houle.'  So  faying,  he  very  complaifantly  iliewed  him 
to  the  doorj  and  our  lovcr  being  diffident  of  his  own 
~f."^P5'''  ^^  '^'^"'^^  ^3  afraid  of  being  ufed  with  greater  in- 
dignity, in  a  place  where  his  perfonrd  prow^rfs  would 
only  ferve  to  lieighten  his  dilgrace,  quitted  the  houfe  in 
auanfport  q^:  rage  which  he  could  not  wholly  u'pprefs, 
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telling  the  landlord,  that  if  his  age  did  not  proteflhim, 
he  would  h^ive  chailil'ed  him  for  his  inlbleiit  behaviour. 

CHAP.    VI. 
H^  pyojtrcJs  a  'violent  Scheme^  hi  Confequence  of  'ivhich 
he  is  in-uol-Tjed  in  a  7?icJ}  fatiguing  Ad-venture,  -i-vhich 
greatly  tends  tovjards  the  Augmentation  of  his  Cha- 

KUS  debarred  of  perfonal  corTiirtunication  with  his 
miftrefs,  he  eflaycd  to  retrieve  lier  good  graces  by 
the  ivicfi  fubmiiTive  and  pathetick  letters,  which  he  con-  , 
veyed  by  divers  artiHees  to  her  penifal ;  but  reaping 
no  manner  of  benefit  from  thefe  erideavours,  his  paiTion 
acquired  a  degree  of  impatience,  little  inferior  to  down- 
right frenzy;  and  he  determined  to  run  every  riik  of  life, 
fortune,  and  reputation,  rather  thandefiil:  from  his  un- 
juftifiable  purfuit.  Indeed,  his  refentment  wii,s  now  as 
deephv-  concerned  as  his  lovcj  and  each  of  theie  pafiions 
equaily  turbulent  and  loiid  in  demanding  gratlftcatlon. 
He  kept  centinels  continually  in  pay,  to  give  him  i:o- 
ticc  of  her  outgoi)ig3,  in  expe^laticn  of  finding  fome 
opportunity  to  carry  her  olf ;  but  her  circum:pe6licii 
entirely  frufrrated  his  defign  5  for  ilie  furpe^led  eveiy 
thing  of  that  fort  from  a  difpofition  like  his,  and  regu- 
lated her  motions  accordingly. 

Baffled  by  her  prudence  and  penetration,  he  altered 
his  plan.  On  pretence  of  being  called  to  his  country- 
houfe  by  feme  affair  of  iirnportance,  he  departed  from 
London,  and  taking  lodgings  at  a  fanuer's  houfe,  that 
itood  near  the  road  through  which  flie  muft  have  necef- 
farily  paiTed,  in  her  return  to  her  niother,  concealed 
hirnlcli  from  all  intercourfe,  e::cept  with  his  valet  de 
chambre  and  Pipes,  who  had  orders  to  icour  the  coun- 
tvY,  and  reconnoitre  everv  horfe,  coach,  or  carriage, 
that  ibould  appear  on  that  highv/ay,  with  a  view  of  in- 
tercepting his  Amanda  in  her  paiTage. 

lie  had  waited  in  this  am.bufcade  a  whole  week, 
when  his  valet  gave  him  notice,  that  he  and  his  fcllow- 
Ixrouc  had  difcovered  a  chaife  and  fiK,  driving  at  full 
i'^xz-X  tovvaj-i;?  themj  u.^oii  which,   tlie)- had  flappeci 

their 


FEREG!iT>:E    PICKLE.  3? 

thclv  hits  over  their  eyeu,  fo  as  that  they  might  not  be 
kiiGwn,  in  cafe  they  fhould  be  feen,  and  concealed 
theraielvcs  behind  a  htdge,  from  whence  they  could 
perceive  in  the  carriage,  as  it  paffed,  a  young  man 
plainly  dreiTed,  with  a  lady  in  a  mafk.  cf  the  exaft  ii2ej 
ihape,  and  air  of  Emilia;  and  that  Pipes  followed  them 
at  a  dillgLUce,  while  he  rode  back  to  cominunicate  this 
piece  of  intelligence. 

Peregrine  would  fcarce  allow  him  time  to  conclude 
his  information  5  he  ran  down  to  the  ftsble,  whrrt  his 
liorfe  was  kept  ready  faddied  for  the  purpofe,  aivj  ne- 
ver doubting  that  the  lady  in  qucition  was  his  miltrcfs, 
attended  by  one  of  her  uncle's  clerks,  mounted  imme- 
diately, and  rode  fiill  g?-llop  after  the  chaife,  which, 
when  he  had  prscecded  about  two  miles,  lie  xindeiitood 
from  Pipes  had  put  up  at  a  neighbouring  inn.  Though 
his  inclination  prompted  him  to  enter  her  apartment 
without  faither  delay,  he  fuifered  hirafclf  to  be  difiuad- 
ed  from  taking  llich  a  precipitate  ftep,  by  his  privy 
counlellcr,  who  ohien'ed,  that  it  would  be  impra6tica- 
ble  to  exec'ite  his  pui-poie  of  conveying  her  ag-^init  her 
will  from  a  pubhck  inn,  that  fcocd  m  the  midll:  of 
a  populous  village,  which  would  infallibly  rife  in  hcv 
defence.  He  advifed  him,  therefore,  to  lie  in  wait  for 
the  chaife,  in  forae remote  and  private  part  of  the  road, 
where  tl^.ev  might  accompliih  their  aim  without  oiffi- 
cidty  or  danger.  In  don-equence  of  this  admonition, 
o\u"  adventurer  ordered  Pipes  to  reconnoitre  the  ilin, 
that  Ihe  might  not  eicape  another  way,  while  hs  and 
the  valet,  hi  order  to  avoid  being  feen,  took  a  circuit 
by  an  unfrequented  path,  and  placed  themfelves  in  am- 
huHi,  on  a  ipot  which  they  chofefor  the  fcene  of  their 
atchicvement.  Here  they  tarried  a  full  hour,  withoitt 
feeing  the  carriage,  or  hearing  from  their  centlnel :  fo 
that  the  youth,  unable  to  exert  his  patience  one  moment 
longer,  left  the  foreigner  in  his  ftation,  and  rode  back, 
to  his  faithful  lacquey,  who  aif'.ired  him,  that  the  tra- 
vellers Irad  not  yet  hove  up  their  anehor^  or  proceeded 
©n  th:ii-  vo^.-agCa  i\otv?ith'. 
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Notwithftanding  this  intimation,  Pickle  heg'^.n  to 
entertain  llich  alarming  I'nfpicions,  that  he  could  not 
retrain  from  advancing  to  the  gate,  and  enquiring  for 
the  company  which  liad  iatrly  arrived  in  a  chaife  and 
iix.  The  inn- keeper,  who  vvas  not  at  all  pk-aled  with 
the  behaviour  of  thofe  paifengers,  did  not  tliink  proper 
to  oblen'^e  the  inftructions  he  had  received ;  on  the 
contraiy,  he  plainly  told  him,  that  the  chaiie  did  not 
}ialt,  tut  only  entered  at  one  <ioor,  and  went  out  at  the 
other,  with  a  view  to  deceive  thofe  who  pmlued  it,  as 
he  guefled  from  the  words  of  the  gentleman,  vv-ho  Iiad 
earneftly  defired,  that  his  rout  might  be  concealed  from 
any  perfon  who  fliould  enquire  about  their  motions. 
*  As  for  m.y  own  peart,  meafter,'  continued  this  cha- 
ritable publican,  '  I  believe  as  hov/  they  are  no  bet- 
ter than  they  fhould  be,  elfe  they  wouldn't  be  in  fuch 
a  deadly  fear  of  being  overtaken.  "  Meth^nks,"  faid 
I,  when  I  faw  them  in  iuch  a  wcundy  pother  to  be 
gene,  "  oddfheartikins !  tJiis  muft  be  fome  Lcndoil 
'prentice  nanning  away  v/ith  his  meaftcr's  daughter,  as 
fure  as  I  am  a  living  foul."  But,  be  he  who  he  v/ill, 
fartain  it  is,  a  has  nothing  of  the  gentleman  about  en; 
for,  thof  a  axed  Iuch  a  favour,  a  never  or.ce  put  hand 
in  pocket,  or  faid,  *'  r)og,  will  you  drink?"  How- 
fomever,  that  don't  argufy  ui  reverence  of  his  being  in 
a  hurr\';  and  a  man  may  be  fomttimes  a  little  too 
judgmatical  in  his  conje6lures.'  In  all  probabili'iy, 
this  loquacious  landlord  would  h?ve  ferved  the  travel- 
ler etteilually,  had  Peregrine  heard  him  to  an  end  ;  but 
this  irrpetuous  yovxth,  f:;r  trcm  iilrcning  to  the  fequel 
of  his  obiei-vations,  inteniipted  him  in  the  beginning 
of  his  career,  by  afking  eagerly,  wliich  road  they  fol- 
lowed ;  and  having  received  the  inn-keeper"'s  direc- 
tion, clapped  fpurs  to  his  horfe,  commandhig  Pipes  to 
make  the  valet  aco;:ainted  wxth  his  courie,  that  they 
m]ght  attend  him  with  all  imaginaiy  dilpatch. 

By  the  publica)f  s  accouiu  ct  their  condu6t,  his  for- 
mer op^inion  was  fully  connnr;ed  j  he  plied  the  fteed  to 
tht  h^ignt  cf  hi&  met' .•,  and  fo  much  was  his  imagina- 
tion 
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tlon  IngrofTtrd  by  the  prolpeol  of  having  Einllis.  in  his 
powtr,  that  he  did  not  perceive  the  road  un  which  he 
travelled  was  quite  ditferent  from  that  which  led  to  the 
habitation  of  Mrs.  Gauntlet.  Tlfe  valet  de  chambre 
was  an  utter  ftrangcr  to  that  part  of  the  country  j  and 
as  for  Mr.  Pipes,  fiK;h  confiderations  were  altogether 
foreigh  to  the  oeconorny  of  his  refieftion. 

Ten  long  miles  had  our  hero  rode,  when  his  eyes 
were  bleficd  with  the  fight  of  the  clmife  afeending  :i 
hill,  at  the  diftance  of  a  good  league  ;  upon  which  he 
doubled  his  diligence  in  luch  a  manner,  that  he  gained 
upon  the  carriage  every  minute,  and  at  length  ap- 
proached Lo  near  to  it,  that  he  could  di'cern  the  lady 
and  her  conduftor,  with  their  heads  thiiift  out  at  the^ 
windows,  looking  back,  and  fpeaking  to  the  driver  al- 
ternately, as  if  they  eanieltly  befought  him  to  augment 
the  fpeed  of  his  cattle. 

Being  thus,  as  it  were,  in  fight  of  port,  vrhile  he 
croiledthe  road,  his  horle  happened  to  plunge  into  a 
cart-rut  with  fuch  violence,  that  he  was  thrown  feve- 
ral  yards  over  his  head  ;  and  the  beaft's  fhoulder  being 
Hipped  by  the  fall,  he  found  himillf  difabled  from 
plucking  the  faiit,  which  was  almoit  within  his  reachj 
for  he  had  left  his  fervants  at  a  confiderable  diftance 
behind  him;  and  although  they  had  been  at  his  back, 
and  i'upplied  him  with  another  horfe,  they  v/ere  fo  in- 
difterenrly  mounted,  that  he  eould  not  reafonably  ex- 
pert to  overtake  the  flyers,  who  profited  fo  much  by 
this  dilafter,  that  the  chaife  vanillied  in  a  moment. 

It  may  be  eafdy  conceived,  how  a  young  man  of  his 
difpofition  paiTed  his  time  in  this  tantalizing  fituation. 
He  ejaculated  with  great  fervency,  but  his  prayers  were 
not  the  efFe6>s  of  rchgnation.  He  ran  back  on  foot 
with  incrcdibk  fpeed,  in  order  to  meet  his  valet,  whom 
he  unhorfed  in  a  ^^vinkling;  and,  taking  his  feat,  be- 
gan to  exercife  his  whip  and  Ipurs,  after  having  order- 
ed the  Swifs  to  follow  him  on  the  other  gelding,  and 
com.mitted  the  lame  hunter  to  the  care  of  Pipes. 

Matters  being  adjufted  in  this  manner,  our  adven- 
VOL.  III.  D  tmer 
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hirer  profecuted  the  race  with  all  Jus  might  5  and  hav- 
ing  mad€  Ibme  progrefs,  was  informed  by  a  countr}---. 
tnan,  that  the  chaii'e  had  (Imck  ofF  into  another  road, 
and,  according  to  his  jv.dgment,  was  by  that  time 
about  three  miles  a-head  ;  though,  in  all  probability^ 
the  horfes  would  not  be  able  to  hold  out  much  longer, 
becaufe  they  feemed  to  be  quite  fpent  when  they  palled 
his  door.  Encouraged  by  this  hitimation,  Peregrine 
puHied  on  with  great  alacrity;  though  he  could  not 
regain  iight  of  the  delired  object,  till  the  clouds  of 
nioht  began  to  deepen,  and  even  then  he  enjoyed  no- 
thing more  than  a  tranfient  giimpfe ;  for  the  carriage 
was  no  fooner  feen,  than  flirouded  again  from  his  view, 
Thefe  vexatious  circumftances  animated  his  endea- 
vours, while  they  irritated  his  chagrin :  in  fliort,  he 
continued  his  purfuit  till  the  night  was  far  advanced, 
and  himielf  fo  uncertain  about  the  obje6V  of  his  care, 
that  he  entered  a  folitary  inn,  with  a  view  of  obtaining 
ibrne  intelligence,  when,  to  his  infinite  joy,  he  perceiv- 
ed the  chaii'e  Handing  by  itfelf,  and  the  horfes  panting 
in  the  yard.  In  full  confidence  of  his  having  arrived 
at  lail:  at  the  goal  of  all  his  wiflies,  be  alighted  inltan- 
tanecufly,  and  runjalng  up  to  the  coachman,  with  a  pif- 
toi  in  his  hand,  commanded  him,  in  an  imperious  tone, 
to  condu6l  him  to  the  lady's  chamber,  on  pain  of  death. 
The  driver,  affrighted  at  this  menacing  addii:-fs,  pro- 
teiied  with  great  humility,  that  he  did  not  know  whi- 
t'ler  his  fare  had  reth-ed ;  for  that  he  him-felf  was  paid 
z.n5.  dlfmiiti^d  from  this  femce,  becaufe  he  would  not 
Undertake  to  drive  them  all  night  acrois  the  countPv', 
without  Hopping  to  rcfrelh  his  horfes  ;  but  he  pro- 
mifed  to  go  in  queft  of  the  waiter,  who  would  ihew 
him  to  their  apartment.  He  was  accordingly  detached 
on  that  errand,  v/hile  our  hero  ftood  centjnel  at  tlie 
gate,  till  the  arrivr.l  of  his  valet  de  chambrej  whojoin- 
mg  him  by  accident,  before  the  coachman  returned, 
relie^^ed  him  in  his  watch  5  and  then  the  young  gentle- 
man,  exafperated  at  his  melienger's  delay,  ruflied  vs-ith 
fury  in  his  eye§  from  room  to  room,  denouncing  ven- 
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geance  upon  the  whole  family ;  but  he  did  not  meet 
with  one  living  Ibul,  until  he  entered  the  garret,  where 
be  found  the  landlord  and  his  wife  in  bed.  This 
chicken-hearted  couple,  by  the  light  of  a  rufa- candle 
that  burned  on  the  heai'th,  feeing  a  if  ranger  burft  into 
the  chamber,  in  fuch  a  terrible  attitude,  were  ftized 
with  confteraation  5  aiid  exalting  their  voices,  in  amoi]: 
lamentable  ftrain,  begged  for  the  paiTion  of  Chriif,  that 
he  v/ould  fpare  theirlives,  and  take  all  they  had.  ^- 

Peregrine  o-uefinig  from  this  exclamation,  and  the 
circumSance  of  their  being  a-bed,  thaj:  they  nnftcok 
him  for  a  robber,  and  were  ignoraiit  of  that  which  he 
wanted  to  know,  dilpelled  their  terror,  by  making 
them  acquainted  wuth  the  caufe  of  his  viht,  and  denred 
the  huiband  to  get  up  with  all  pofhble  difpatch,  in  or- 
der to  affift  and  attend  him  in  his  fearch. 

Thus  reinforced,  he  rummaged  eveiy  comer  of  the 
Inn,  and  at  laft  finding  the  hofticr  in  the  liable,  v/as  by 
him  Informed,  (to  his  unfprakable  m.ortlncaticn)  that 
the  gentleman  and  lady  who  aiTived  in  the  chaiie,  had 
immediately  hired  polf-horfes  for  a  certain  village  at 
the  diilance  of  fifteen  miles,  and  departed  without  halt- 
ing for  the  leaft  refreHiment.  Our  adventxirer,  mad 
with  his  difappointment,  mounted  his  horfe  in  an  In- 
ft?jit,  and,  with  his  attendant,  took  the  lame  road,  with 
full  determniation  to  die,  rather  than  defill  from  the 
pj:ofecution  of  his  defign.  He  had,  by  this  time,  rode 
upwoi-ds  of  thirty  miles  fuice  thi-ee  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon ;  fo  that  the  horfes  were  almoft  quite  jaded, 
and  travelled  this  Ifage  fo  llowly,  that  it  was  monimg 
before  they  reached  the  place  of  their  deitination, 
where,  far 'from  finding  the  fugitives,  he  underftood, 
that  no  fuch  perfons  as  he  deicribed  had  paifed  that 
way,  and  that  in  all  likelihood  they  had  taken  a  quite 
contrary  direfticn,  while,  in  order  to  rnillead  him  in 
his  puriuit,  they  had  amufed  the  hoftler  with  a  faub 
route.  This  conjecture  was  ftrengthened  by  his  per- 
ceiving, (now,  for  the  firft  time)  that  he  had  deviated 
a  coniiderable  way  from  the  road,  thi'ough  which  they 
Da  mv^ft 
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tmA  nave  journeyed,  in  order  to  arrive  at  tlie  place  of 
her  mother's  refidence;  and  thefe  fuggeftions  utterly 
-deprived  him  of  the  fmall  remains  of  recolleaion, 
v^rhich  he  had  hitherto  retained.  His  tyes  rolled  about, 
Witnefrmg  rage  and  diilraftion ;  he  foamed  at  the 
month,  ftamped  upon  the  ground  with  great  violence, 
tittered  incoherent  imprecations  againft  himfeif  and  all 
mankind,  and  would  have  lallied  forth  again  he  knew 
not  whither,  upon  the  fame  horfe,  which  he  had  already 
almoft  killed  with  fatigue,  had  not  his  confident  found 
nieans  to  quiet  the  tumult  of  his  thoughts,  and  recal 
his  refleftion,  by  reprefentmg  the  condition  of  the  poor 
animals,  and  advifmgiiim  to  hire  fiv/h  horfes,  and  ride 
poft  aorois  tlie  country,  to  the  village  in  the  neighbour •- 
bood  of  Mrs.  Gauntlet's  habitation,  where  they  ihould 
infallibly  intercept  the  daughter,  provided  they  eould 
get  the  flart  of  her  \ipon  the  !oad. 

Peregrine  not  only  rell/hed,  but  forthwith  afted  m 
conformity  with  this  good  counfel.  His  own  horfes 
v^ere  comraitted  to  the  charge  of  the  landlor.!,  with  di- 
reaions  for  Pipes,  in  cafe  he  fliould  come  in  queft  of 
his  mailer,;  and  a  couple  of  ftout  gddings  beino-  pre- 
pared, he  and  his  valet  took  the  road  again,  lleerincr 
their  courfe  according  to  the  motions  of%he  poft-boy"^ 
v^ho  undertook  to  be  their  guide.  They  had  almoft 
fimflied  the  firlf  ftage,  v/hen  they  they  defcried  a  poft- 
chaiie  juft  halting  at  the  mn  where  they  propofed  to 
change  horfes,;  upon  which  our  adventurer,  glowlno- 
with  a  moft  interefting  prefage,  put  his  beaft  to  the  full 
ipeed,  and  approached  near  enough  to  diftinguifli,  as 
the  travellers  quitted  the  carriage,  that  he  hid  at  laft 
come  up  with  the  ven/  individual  perfons  whom  he  had 
puriued  fo  long. 

Fluihed  with  this  difcovery,  he  galloped  into  the 
yard  fo  lliddenly,  that  the  lady  and  her  conduftor  Ibarce 
had  time  to  /hut  themfelves  up  in  a  chamber,  to  which 
they  retreated  with  great  precipitation;  fo  that  the 
purfuer  was  nov/  certain  of  having  houfed  his  prey. 
That  he  mighty,  hov/ever,  leave  nothing  to  fortune,  he 

placed 
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placed  himfelf  upon  the  flair,  by  which  they  had  afcend= 
etl  to  the  apartment,  and  fent  up  his  compliments  to 
tlie  young  lady,  deiiring  the  favour  of  being  admitted 
to  her  prefence,  otherwile  he  fliould  be  obliged  to  wave 
all  ceremony,  and  take  that  liberty  which  flie  would 
not  give.  The  lervant  having  conveyed  his  mefTags 
through  the  key-hole,  retui'ned  vv^itli  an  anfwer,  import- 
mg,  that  fhe  would  adhere  to  the  relblution  fhe  had 
taken,  and  perifli  rather  than  comply  with  his  wilL 
Our  adventurer,  without  flaying  to  make  any  rejoinder 
to  this  reply,  ran  tip  flaii-s,  and  thundering  at  tlie  door 
for  entrance,  was  given  to  underlland  by  the  nvmph's 
attendant,  that  he  would  do  well  to  fpare  him  the  ne- 
cefhty  of  jliedding  blood,  in  defence  of  a  peribn  who 
had  put  herielf  under  his  protection.  *  All  the  laws 
of  the  land,'  faid  he,  *  cannot  now  untie  the  knots  by 
which  we  are  bound  together;  and  therefore  I  will 
gu2.rd  her  as  my  own  property  j  fo  tliat  you  had  better, 
delift  from  yoiu*  fruitlefs  attempt,  and  thereby  confult 
your  own  fafety :  for,  by  the  God  that  made  me !  I 
will  difcharge  my  piece  upon  you,  as  focn  as  you  let 
your  nofe  within  the  door ;  and  yoiu-  blood  be  upon 
your  own  head.'  Thefe  meiiaces  from  a  citizer.'s 
clerk  would  have  been  fufnclent  m.otiyes  for  Pickle  to 
florm  the  breach,  although  they  had  not  been  reinforced 
by  that  declaration,  v/hich  infonried  him  of  Emilia's 
having  bellowed  herielf  in  marriage  upon  ilich  a  con- 
temptible rival.  This  fole  confideration  added  wings 
io  his  impetuofity,  and  he  applied  his  foot  to  the  door 
ivith  fuch  irrefiflible  force,  as  burlled  it  open  in  an  in- 
llant,  entering  at  the  fame  tim.e  with  a  piftoi  ready 
cocked  in  his  hand.  His  antagonifl,  imlead  of  nring 
his  blunderbufs,  when  he  faw'hlm  approach,  ilarted 
back  v/ith  evider.t  ligns  of  furprize  and  GonlleiT.ation, 
exclaindng,  '  Lord  Jeflis !  Sir,  you  are  not  the  man  ! 
and,  without  doubt,  are  \mder  fome  millake  with  re- 
gard to  us.' 

Before  Peregrine  had  time  to  anfv/er  this  falutation, 
the  lady  heeuLng  it,  advanced  to  liim,  and  pulling  off  a 
D  3  malkj 
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malk,  difcovered  a  face  which  he  had  never  feen  hefore. 
The  Gorgon''3  iicad,  according  to  the  fables  of  anti- 
quity, never  had  a  more  inftantaneous  or  petrifying  ef- 
iecl,  than  that  which  this  countenance  produced  in  the 
ailonifhed  youth.  His  eyes  v/ere  fixed"  upon  this  un- 
known objetSl,  as  if  they  had  been  attrafted  by  tlie 
power  of  enchantment;  his  feet  Teemed  rivetted  to  the 
ground ;  and  after  having  ftood  motionlefs  for  the  fpace 
of  a  few  minutes,  he  dropped  down  in  an  apoplexy  of 
difappointment  and  dcfpah-.  The  Swifs,  who  had  fol- 
lowed him,  feeing  his  mader  in  this  condition,  lifted 
him  up,  and,  laying  him  ivpon  a  bed  in  the  next  room, 
let  him  blood  immediatelv,  without  helitation,  being 
always  provided  with  a  cafe  of  lancets,  againft  all  acci- 
dents on  the  road.  To  this  forefight  our  hero,  in  all 
probability,  was  indebted  for  his  life.  By  virtue  of  a 
veiy  copious  evacuation,  he  recovered  the  ufe  of  his 
fenles ;  but  the  complication  of  fatigues,  and  violent 
tranfports  which  he  had  undergone,  brewed  up  a  dan- 
gerous fever  in  his  blood  ;  and  a  phvfician  being  calledl 
from  the  next^market-to^vn,  feveral  days  elapfed  before 
he  would  anfwer  for  his  Hie. 

C  H  A  P.    VII. 
Peregrine  fends  a  Meffage  to  Mrs.  Gauntlet,  "Jjho  re- 
jects his  PropofaL     He  repairs  to  the  Garrifon. 

A  T  length,  however,  his  conftitution  overcame  his 
■^^  difeafe,  though  not  before  it  had  in  a  greater  mea- 
fure  tamed  the  fury  of  his  difpofition,  and  brought  him 
to  a  ferious  conuderacion  of  his  conducf.  In  this  hu- 
miliation of  his  fpirits,  he  reflected  with  ihame  and  re- 
morfe  upon  his  treacheiy  to  the  fair,  the  innocent  Emi- 
lia ;  he  remembered  his  former  ientiments  in  her  favour, 
as  well  as  the  injunctions  of  his  dying  uncle;  he  re- 
ccllecled  his  intimacy  with  her  brother,  againit  v/hich 
he  had  fo  baiely  finned ;  and  revolving  all  the  circum- 
ftances  of  her  conduft,  found  it  fo  comm.endable,  fpi- 
rlted,  and  noble,  that  he  deemed  her  an  objeft  of  fuifi- 
■cient  dignity  to  merit  his  honourable  addreffes,  even 
Jhough  his  duty  had  not  been  concerned  in  the  deci- 

fion ; 
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Hon  :  b\it,  obligated  as  he  was,  to  maks  reparation  to 
a  worthy  farailv,  which  he  had  fo  grofsly  injured,  he 
thovic^ht'lie  couid  not  manifeft  his  refoi-mation  too  loonj 
and,  wlienever  he  trand  himfelf  able  to  hold  a  pen, 
wrote  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Gauntlet,  wherein  he  acknov/- 
ledged,  with  many  exprelTions  oflbrrow  and  <:ontrition, 
that  he  had  afted  a  part  altogether  unbecoming  a  man 
of  honour,  and  lliould  never  enjoy  the  leall  tranquillity 
of  mind,  until  he  fhould  have  merited  her  forgiVinefs. 
He  protciled,  that  although  his  happmds  entirely  de- 
pended upon  the  detei-mmation  of  Emilia,  he  would 
even  renounce  all  hopes  of  being  blelVed  with  her  ta- 
VOVU-,  if  file  could  point  out  any  other  ra^taod  or  marc- 
ino-  reparation  to  that  amiable  young  lady,  but  by  lay- 
ino-  his  heart  and  fortune  at  her  feet,  and  iubmitting 
himfelf  to  her  pkalure  durinsr  the  remaining  part  or  his 
life.  He  con'ured  her,  therefore,  in  the  moil  pathetick 
manner,  to  pardcn  Imn,  in  confideraticn  of  his  ftncere 
repentance,  and  to  ufe  her  materaal  inhuence  with  her 
daughter,  fo  as  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  wait  upon 
her  with  a  wedding-ring,  as  focn  as  his  health  wc^id 
allow  him  to  undertake  the  journey. 

This  explanation  being  ciifpatched  by  Pipes,  who 
Jiad  by  this  time  found  his  mailer,  the  young  gentle- 
marl  enquired  about  the  couple  whom  he  hid  lo  unior- 
tunatcly  purfued,  and  underftood  from  his  valet  de 
chambfe,  who  learned  the  ilory  t^om.  their  cv/n  mouths, 
that  the  lady  was  che  only  daughter  of  a  rich  Jew,  and 
her  attendant  no  other  than  his  apprentice,  v/ho  had 
converted  her  to  Chriftianit^',  and  married  her  at  the 
Ihme  time ;  that  this  ferret  having  taken  air,  the  old 
lii-aeUtehad  contrived  a  fchsme  to  feparate  them  for 
ever;  and  they  being  apprized  oi  his  intention,  had 
found  means  to  elope  from  his  houfe,  with  a  view  o. 
Iheltermg  tiiemfelvcs  in  France,  until  the  afeir  could 
be  made  up  j  that  feeing  three  men  ride  after  them  with 
Ihch  eageniefs  and  fpeed,  they  never  doubted  that  the 
puriuers  were  her  father,  and  fome  friends  or  domel- 
licks,  and  on  that  iuppodtion  had  iiti  with  the  utmo!. 

dnv>ztch 
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difpafch  and  trepulatlon,  Aintil  they  had  found  them- 
lelves  happily  undeceived,  at  that  very  inihnt  whir 
they  expefted  nothing  but  railchief  and  misfortune  ' 
Jaltiy  the  Swifs  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  having' 
profelled  feme  concern  for  his  deplorable  fituation,  and 
enjoyed  a  flight  refrelhment,  they  had  taken  their  de- 
parture for  Dover,  and  in  all  likelihood  were  fafely  ar 
rived  at  Paris.  ^ 

Jn  four  and  twenty  hours  after  Pipes  was  charo-ed 
V'lth  nis  com^rnifiion,  he  brought  back  an  anfwer  horn 
the  mother  o^  Emilia,  couched  in  thefe  words. 

*  SIR, 

.    '  a  RECEIVED  the  favour  of  yours,  and 

«  am  glad  for  your  own  fake,  that  you  have  attained  a 
«  due  fenfe  and  conviftion  of  your  unkind  and  unchrif- 

*  tian  te^iaviour  to  poor  Emy.     I  thank  God,  none  of 
my  chddren  were  ever  fo  infulted  before.     Giv-  me 

^  leave  to  tell  you,  Sir,  my  daughter  was  no  upfta^t 
«  vvhout  friends  or  education,  but  a  young  lady  as 
«  well  bred,  and  better  bom,  than  moft  private  gentle- 
«  women  m  the  kingdom;  and  therefore,   thoug^h  you 

*  had  no  efteem  for  lier  perfon,  you  ought  to  have  paid 
«  fome  regard  to  her  family,  which   (no  difparagemunt 

to  you.  Sir)  is  more  honourable  than  your  own      As 

*  ?•  ^'°  u"  P^;?P°{^]' Mils  Gauntlet  will  not  hear  of  it, 
'  being  that  fhe  thinks  her  honour  will  not  allow  her  t6 
'  liffen  to  any  terms  of  reconciliation  ;  and  {he  is  not 

yet  lo  deititute,  as  to  embrace  an  offer  to  which  fl^e 

«  much  incufpoled,  that  fhe  cannot  poffibly  fee  company. 
«  i%^  vf?  ^°''  ^'^^  "'^^  '^^'  '^'  ^■^"We  of  making 
1 1  -  f  S'''''%  ^°  '-^^'  P^^^^-     Pe^-haps  yoxir  fu, 

*  ture  condu6l  may  defeiye  her  forgivenefs  ;  and  really, 
as  T  am  concerned  for  your  happinefs,  which  you  af' 

*  Im-e  me  depends  upon  her  condefcenfion,  I  wiHi  with 
ail  my  heart  it  may  ;  and  am,  notwithltandma  all  that 

«  has  happeiied,  youi-  fmcere  well-wifher, 

«  Cecilia  Gauntlet.' 
From 
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From  this  epllUe,  and  the  ii'.fonnation  of  his  meflln. 
^er,  our  hero  learned,  that  his  miilreis  had  aflually  pro- 
iited  by  his  vvild-gooie  chace,  fo  as  to  make  a  fare  re- 
treat to  her  mother's  houfe.  Though  forry  to  hear  of 
her  indlfpofition,  he  was  aUb  piqued  at  her  implacabi- 
iity,  as  well  as  at  Ibme  ftately  })aragraphs  of  the  letter, 
in  which  (he  thought)  the  good  lady  had  confuited  her 
own  vanity  rather  than  her  "good  fenfe.  Thefe  motives 
of  refentm.ent  helped  him  to  bear  his  difappoiiitment 
•like  a  philofopher,  efpecially  as  he  had  now  quieted  his 
confci.ence.,  in  proffering  to  redreis  the  injuiy  he  had 
done  J  and,  moreover,  foimd  him.felf,  with  regard  to 
his  love,  .in  a  ca-i>n  flate  of  hope  and  refignation . 

A  fealonable  fit  of  illnefs  is  an  excellent  medicine  for 
the  turbulcnc:  -i"  ■«a:']ion.  Such  a  reformation  had  the 
fever  produced  i":  ihe  o^conorny  of  his  thoughts,  that 
he  moi-alized  like  an  apoftlc,  and  p'-o!.-6led  feveral  pni- 
dential  fchemes  fojf  his  fuaire  co:  'luft, 

_  In  the  mean  time,  as  foon  as  his  health  v/as  fuffi- 
chntly  re-eftablifhed,  he  took  a  trip  to  t!ie  gan-ifon,  in 
■ord>,r  to  vifit  his  friends ;  and  learned  from  Hachv/ay's 
^wn  mouth,  tliat  he  had  broke  the  icc  ^  .^c  -.-ihip'to 
his  aun';,  and  that  his  addreffes  were  now  fa  .i  •  aa'jst; 
though  when  hr  nrft  declared  himielf  to  the  v/xCow, 
after  flic  had  been  duly  pr.^p^red  for  the  occafion  by  her 
niece  and  the  refl  of  her  friends,  fhe  had  received  his 
propofal  with  a  becoming  referve,  and  piouily  wept  at 
the  remembrance  of  her  hu(ban:l,  obien'aig,  tlmt  foe 
/liould  never  meet  v^ith  his  fellow. 

Peregrine  promoted  the  Heu'renant's  fuit  with  all  his 
influence  J  and  all  Mrs.  Trunnion's  obieaions  to  the 
match  being  furmounted,  it  was  determined  that  the 
day  of  marriage  fnouid  be  put  off  for  three  months, 
that  her  reputation  might  not  fuffer  by  a  precipitate 
engagement.  His  next  care  was  to  give  orders  for 
erefting  a  plain  marble  monument  to  the  mem-ory  of 
iiis  uncle,  on  which  the  following  inxription,  compofed 
%y  the  bridegroom,  aclually  appeared  in  golden  letters. 

Here 
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Here  lies. 

Foundered  in  a  fathom  and  h'^lf, 

The  Oiell 

Of 

Hav.-ser  Tf.UKZvIOX,  Efq. 

Fornierly  commander  of  a  fquadron 

In  his  majefty's  fervice, 

-   Who  broach'd  to,  at  nve  P.  M.  Od.  X, 

In  the  year  of  his  age 

Threefcore  and  nineteen. 

He  kept  his  guns  always  loaded. 

And  hi:,  tackle  ready  manned, 

And  never  fhewed  his  poop  to  the  tnzw'^ 

Except  when  he  took  her  in  tow ; 

But,  his  Ihot  being  expended, 

His  match  burnt  oat. 

And  his  upper-works  decayed. 

He  was  funk 

By  Death's  fuperior  weight  of  metaL 

Neverthslefs, 

_'  He  will  be  weighed  again 

*  At  the  Great  Day, 

His  rigging  refitted, 

And  his  timbers  repaired; 

And,  with  one  broad-iide. 

Make  his  adverfary 

Strike  in  his  turn. 

CHAP.    VIII. 

He  returns  to  London,  and  meets  ivith  Cad^v-allader^ 
njjko  entertains  him  ^ith  many  airious  Particulars, 
Crabtree  founds  the  Duchefs,  and  undecei^oes  Fickle  j 
n-vho,  by  an  extraordinary  Accident,  becomes  acquaint- 
ed ^jitb  another  Ladv  of  ^iality. 
»T^HE  young  gentleman  having  performed  thefe  laft 
-■-    offices,  in  honour  of  his  deceafed  benefactor,  and 
prefented  Mr.  Joker  to  the  long  expected  living,  which 
at  this  time  happened  to  be  vacant,  returned'^to  Lon- 
don, and  refumtd  his  foirner  gaiety :  not  that  he  was 
able  to  fnake  Emilia  fiom  his  thought,  or  even  to  re- 
iiiember  her  \A-ithov.t  violent  emotions  j  for.,  as  he  re- 

ccvered 
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covered  his  vigoyr,  his  former  impatience  recurred  5  zrA 
therefore  he  rsibived  to  phmge  hiinlelf  heajlong  into 
fome  intrigue,  that  might  eng?.ge  his  paflions,  and 
amuie  his  imagination. 

A  man  of  his  accompli fliments  coi-kl  not  fail  to 
meet  with  a  variety'  of  fubjecls,  on  which  his  gallantly 
would  have  been  properly  excrcifed  j  and  this  abun- 
dance diftracled  his  choice,  which  at  any  time  was  apt 
to  be  influenced  by  caprice  and.  whim.  I  have  already 
obicn-ed,  that  he  had  lifted  his  view,  through  a  matri- 
monial perfpeftive,  as  high  a  lady  of  the  firft  quality 
and  dhlmction }  and,  now  that  he  was  refufed  by  Mifs 
Gauntlet,  and  enjoyed  a  little  rexpite  from  the  agonies 
of  that  flame  which  her  charms  had  khidled  m  his 
heart,  he  renewed  his  afTiduities  to  her  grace.  Thouo-h 
he  durft  not  yet  riik  an  explanation,  he  enjoyed  the 
pleaiure  of  feeing  himfelf  fo  well  received  in  quality  of 
a  particular  acquaintance,  that  he  flattered  himfelf  with 
the  belief  of  his  having  m.ade  fome  progreis  in  her 
heart;  and  was  confirmed  in  this  conceited  notion,  by 
tlie  aflurances  of  her  woman,  w]iom  by  liberal  larc^efies 
he  retained  in  his  hitereil,  becaufe  file  found  means  to. 
periiiade  him,  that  fhe  was  in  th.e  confidence  of  her 
lady.  But,  notv/ithilaiiding  this  encourage-ment,  and 
the  fanguine  fuggeftions  of  his  own  vanity,  he  dreaded 
the  thoughts  of  expofmg  him.lelf  to  her  ridicule  and  re- 
fentment  by  a  premature  declaration,  and  detemiined 
to  poilpone  his  addrefies,  untu  he  ihould  be  more  cer  j 
tifled  of  the  probability  of  fuccseding  in  his  attempt. 

While  he  remained  in  this  hefitation  and  faipenfe, 
he  was  one  morning  veiy  agreeably  furprized  with  the 
appearance  of  his  triend  Crabtree ;  who,  by  the  per- 
miffion  of  Pipes,  to  whom  he  v/as  well  kncn'n,  entered 
his  cliamber  before  he  was  av/ake,  and,  by  a  violent 
fhake  of  the  fhoulaer,  difengaged  him  itom  the  arms  of 
fleep.  The  liril  compliments  having  mutually  psfTed, 
Cadwallader  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  he  had  ar- 
rived in  town  over  night  in  the  f t?-ge- coach  from  Bath, 
and  eatertained  him  with  fiich  a  ludicrous  account  ot 

hi€. 
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his  ft;llovv-travellcis,  that  Poicgrine,  for  the  firft  thWi 
fjnce  their  parting,  indulged  himfslf  in  mirth,  even  to- 
the  hazaid  ot  iuffocation. 

Crabtree  having  rehearfed  thefe  adventures,  in  fuch 
a  peculiarity  of  manner,  as  added  infinite  ridicule  to 
every  circumftance,  and  repeated  ever}'  fcandalcus  re- 
port v^hich  had  circulated  at  the  Bath  after  Peregrine's 
departure,  was  iiifonued  by  the  youth,  tliat  he  har- 
bou.red  a  defign  upon  theperfon  of  fuch  a  duchefs,  and 
all  in  appearance  had  no  reafon  to  complain  of  his  recep- 
tion J  but,  that  he  would  not  venture  to  declare  hira- 
felf,  until  he  fhould  be  more  afcertained  of  her  fenti- 
ments  :  and  therefore,  he  begged  leave  to  depend  upon 
the  intelligence  of  his  friend  Cadwallader,  who,  he 
knew,  vv-as  admitted  to  her  parties. 

The  mifanthrope,  before  he  would  promife  his  af- 
fiftance,  ailied  if  his  profpecl  verged  towards  matri- 
monv ;  and  cur  adventurer  (who  gtieffed  the  meaning 
of  his  quellion)  replying  in  the  negative,  he  undertook 
the  ofiice  of  reconnoitring  her  inclination  j  protelling 
at  the  fame  time,  that  he  vv'ould  never  concern  himlVlf 
in  any  icheme  that  did  not  tend  to  the  difgiace  and  de- 
ception of  all  the  fex.  On  thefe  conditions,  he  efpoufed 
the  intereil  of  cur  hero  j  and  a  plan  was  immediately 
concerted,  in  confequence  of  v\'hlch  they  met  by  acci- 
dent at  her  grace's  table.  Pickle  having  ftayed  all  the 
fore-part  of  the  evening,  and  fat  out  all  the  company, 
except  the  mifanthrope  and  a  certain  widow  lady,  wha 
was  faid  to  be  in  the  fecrets  of  my  lady  duchefs,  went 
away  on  pretence  of  an  indifpenfable  engagement,  that 
Crabtree  might  have  a  proper  opportunity  of  making 
him  the  fubjecl  of  converfation. 

Accordingly,  he  had  fcaree  quitted  the  apartment, 
when  tills  cynic  attended  him  to  the  door,  with  a  look 
of  morofe  difdain. — '  Were  I  an  abfolute  prince,'  laid 
he,  *  and  tiiat  fellow  one  of  my  fubjefts,  I  would  order 
him  to  be  cloathed  in  fack-cloth,  and  lie  fhould  drive 
my  aiTcs  to  water,  that  his  lofty  fpirit  might  be  lower- 
ed to  the  level  of  his  deferts.     The  pride  of  a  peacock 

is 
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is  do\\niri2"ht  felt-denial,  when  compared  wltTi  the  va- 
nity of  that  coxcomb,  which  was  naturally  arrogant, 
but  is  now  rendered  altogether  intclerable,  by  the  repu- 
tation he  acauired  at  Bath,  for  kicking  a  bully,  out- 
witting a  club  of  raw  fliarpers,  and  divers  other  pranks, 
in  the  execution  of  which  he  was  more  lucky  than  w-ife. 
But  nothing  has  contributed  fo  much  to  the  increafe  of 
his  infolence  and  felf-conceit,  "as  tlie  favour  he  found 
among  the  ladies.     Aye,   the  ladies,   Madam  !  I  care 
not  who  knows  it :  the  ladies,  who  (to  their  honour  be 
it  fpoken)  never  fail  to  patronize  foppery  and  folly, 
provided  they  folicit  their  -encouragem-ent.     And  yet 
this  dog  was  not  on  the  footing  of  thofe  henriaphrodi- 
tical  animals,  who  may  be  reckoned  among  the  num- 
ber of  v/alting- women,  who  air  your  fhirts,  ccmb  your 
lap-dogs,  examine  your  nofes  with  m-agnifying  glafTcs 
in  order  to  fqueeze  out  the  worais,  clean  your  tecth- 
brufiies,  fweeten  yoiir  handkerchiefs,  and  foften  waitc- 
paper  for  your  occaficns.     This  fellow.  Pickle,  was 
entertained  for  more  important  piu-pofes  j  his  turn  of 
duty  never  cam.e  till  thofe  lapwings  were  gone  to  roc  ft; 
v/hen  he  fcaled  windov.-s,   leaped   over  garden-wajis, 
and  was  let  in  by  Mrs.  Betty  in  the  dark.     Nay,  the 
magiftrates  of  Bath  complimented  him  with  the  free- 
dom of  the  corporation,  merely  becaufe,  through  his 
means,  the  waters  had  gained  extraordinaiy  credit ;  for 
ever)-  female  of  a  tolerable  appearance,  that  went  thi- 
ther on  account  of  her  iterility,  got  the  better  of  her 
complaint,  during  his  refidence  at  the  Bath :  and  now, 
the  fellow  thinks   no  woman  can  withftand  his  ad- 
drefTes.     Ke  had  not  been  here  thi'ee  miruites,  when  I 
could  perceive  v/ith  half  an  eye  that  he  had  marked  cut 
your  grace  for  a  conqucft ;    I  mean,  in  an  honourable 
way  5  though  the  rai'cal  has  impudence  enough  to  at- 
tempt any  thing.'     So  faying,  he  fixed  his   eyes  upon 
the  duchcfs,  who  (while  her  face  glowed  v.-ith  indigna- 
tion) turning  to  her  confidante,  exprefied  h.erfelf  in 
theie  words.     '  Upon  my  life!   I  believe  there  is  ac- 
tuaiiy  fome  truth  in  what  this  old  ruffian  fays  j  I  have 
Vol.  III.  E  myfclf 
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myielF  obferved  that  youLg  fellow  eyeing- me  v-^Ith  a 
very  particular  flare/—'  It  is  not  to  be  at  all  wonder- 
ed at,'  laid  her  friend,  *  that  a  youth  cf  his  complexion 
Hiould  be  fenfible  to  the  chamis  of  your  gi-ace !  but  I 
dare  fay,^  he  wovld  not   prefume  to  entertain   any  but 

the  moll  honourable  and  refpe^lful  fentiments.' '  Re- 

fpeaful  kntiments  T  cried  my  lady,  with  a  look  of4n- 
tftable  diidain  ;  « if  I  thought  the  fellow  had  aHluance 
enough  to  think  of  me  in  any  fljape,  i  protelf  I  would 
forbid  him  my  houle.  Upon  my  honour,  luch  in- 
ftances  of  audacity  fhculd  induce  perfons  of  quality  to 
keep  your  Jmall  gentiy  at  a  greater  diftance  f  for  they 
are  very  apt  to  grow  impudent  upon  the  leaft  counts- 
nance  or  encouragement.' 

Cadwallader,  fatisfied  with  this  declaration,  chano-ed 
the  iubjea  ot  difcourfe,  and  next  day  communicaled 
his  diicoveiy  to  his  friend  Pickle;  who,  upon  this  oc- 
caiicn,  felt  the  mcft  ftmging  lenfations  of  mortified 
f  ride,  and  refoived  to  quit  his  proipeft  with  a  aood 
grace.  Nor  did  the  execution  of  this  felf-denvin^ 
lifhctne  coft  him  one  moment's  uneafmefs  •  for  his  heait 
had  never  been  intcrefted  in  the  puriuit,  and  his  vanity 
triumphed  m  the  thoughts  of  manifefting  his  indiffe/- 
ence.  Accordingly,  the  very  next  time  he  vihted  her 
gi-ace,  his  beliaviour  was  remarkably  frank,  fpriahtly, 
and  difengaged  ;  and  the  fubjea  of  love  being  artfully 
introduced  by  the  widov.-,  who  had  been  direded  to 
lound  his  inclinations,  he  rallied  the  pafllon  with  o-veat 
caib  and  leverity,  and  made  no  fciiiple  of  declS^ine 
hijTifeli  heart-whole. 

^  Though  the  duchefs  had  refented  his  fuppofed  affec- 
tion, file  was  nowoflended  at  his  inibnfibihty,  and  even 
jignified  her  dilguft,  by  obfen-ing,  that  perhaps  his  at- 
tention to  his  own  qualifications7creened  him  from  the 
iiiiprefTion  of  all  other  objeas. 

While  he  enjoyed  this  larcafm,  the  meaning  of  v/hich 
he  could  plainly  difcera,  the  company  was  joined  bv  a 
certain  viituoio,  who  b.ad  gained  free  accefs  to  all 'the 
grca:  faiiiilits  of  the  laiid,  by  his  notable  talent  of  gof- 
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iipplns^  and  butfooneiy.  He  was  now  In  the  feventy- 
fitth  year  of  his  age  ;  his  birth  was  lb  oblciire,  th;it  he 
fcarce  knew  his  father's  name ;  his  education  fuitable 
to  the  dignity  of  his  defcent ;  his  character  pnblickly 
branded  with  liomicide,  profligacy,  and  breach  of  tmlt; 
yet  this  man,  by  the  happy  inheritance  of  impregna- 
ble efFronteiy,  and  a  kicky  proftitntion  of  all  principle 
in  rendering  hlmfclf  lubierrlent  to  the  appetites  of  the 
great,  had  attained  to  au  independency  of  fortune,  as 
v/ell  as  to  fuch  a  particulai"  (hare  of  favour  among  the 
quality,  that  although  he  was  well  known  to  have 
pimped  for  tliree  generations  of  the  nobility,  there  was 
not  a  lady  of  faflilon  in  the  kingdom  who  fcioipled  to 
admit  him  to  her  toilette,  or  even  to  be  fqulred  by  him 
in  any  publick  place  of  entertainment.  Not  but  that 
this  fage  was  occafionally  ufeful  to  his  fellow-crea- 
tures, by  thefe  connexions  with  people  of  fortune; 
for,  he  often  undertook  to  foiicit  chai'Ity  in  behalf  of 
dilh-efled  objefts,  with  a  view  of  embezzling  one  half 
of  the  benefaftions .  It  was  an  errand  of  this  kind  that 
now  brouglit  him  to  the  houfe  of  her  grace. 

After  having  fat  a  few  minutes,  he  told  the  com- 
pany, that  he  woidd  favour  them  vvith  a  very  proper 
opportunity  to  extend  their  benevolence,  for  the  relief 
of  a  poor  gentlewoman,  who  was  reduced  to  the  moft 
abjeft  mifery,  by  the  death  of  her  huiband,  and  juft  de- 
livered of  a  couple  of  fine  boys.  They,  moreover,  un- 
derftood  from  his  Infonnation,  that  this  objecf  was 
daughter  of  a  good  family,  who  had  renounced  her,  in 
confequence  of  her  marrying  an  enfign  without  a  for- 
tune j  and  even  obftru5ted  his  promotion  with  all  their 
influence  and  power;  a  circumftance  &f  barbarity, 
which  had  made  fuch  an  imprefTion  upon  his  mind,  as 
difordered  his  brain,  and  drove  him  to  delpair,  in  a  lit 
of  which  he  had  msde  away  with  himfelf,  leaving  his 
wife,  then  big  vv'ith  child,  to  all  the  horrors  of  indi- 
gence and  grief. 

Various  were  the  critlcifms  on  this   pathetick  pic- 
ture, v/hlch  the  old  man  drew  with  gi"eat  expreffion. 
E  z  My 
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My  lady  duchefs  concluded,  that  i\\t  muft  be  a  crea- 
ture, void  of  all  feeling  and  refleclion,  who  could  fur- 
vive  fuch  aggravated  mireiy  ;  therefore,  did  not  defer\'-e 
to  be  relieved,  except  in  the  character  of  a  common 
beggar;  and  was  generous  eno.ugh  to  offer  a, recom- 
mendation, by  which  flie  vvould  be  admitted  into  an 
infii-mar}-,  to  v/hich  her  grace  was  a  fubicriber ;  at  the 
fsrnetime,  adviimg  the  folicitor  to  fend  the  twins  to  the 
Foundling  Hofpital,  v/here  they  would  be  carefully 
nurfed  and  brought  u^,  fo  as  to  become  ufeful  mem- 
bers to  the  commonwealth.  Another  lady,  with  all  due 
deference  to  the  opinion  of  the  duchefs,  was  free  enough 
to  blame  tlie  generohty  of  her  grace,  which  would  only 
{Gr,'e  to  encourage  cliildren  in  their  diibbedience  to 
their  parents,  and  miglit  be  the  means  not  only  of  pro- 
longing the  diitrefs  of  the  wretched  creature,  but  alfo 
of  ruining  the  confti^ation  of  fome  young  heir,  perliaps 
the  hope  of  a  great  family !  for  fhe  did  luppofe  that 
Madam,  when  her  month  fnould  be  up,  and  her  brats 
difpoled  of,  would  fpread  her  attraftions  to  the  pub- 
Jick,  (provided  fhe  could  profit  by  her  perfon)  and,  in 
the  ufual  way,  make  a  regular  progrefs  from  St. 
James's  to  Drmy  Lane.  She  apprehended,  for  thefe 
reafons,  that  their  companion  v/cu id  be  moft  effeilually 
/liev/n,  in  leaving  her  to  perifh  in  her  prefent  neceffity  : 
and  that  the  old  gentleman  v/culd  be  unpardonable, 
iliould  he  perfifl:  in  his  endeavours  to  relieve  her.  A 
third  member  of  this  tender-hearted  focietv,  after  hav- 
ing afked  if  the  young  v/oman  was  handfome,  and  been 
anfwered  in  the  negative,  allowed  that  there  was  a  great 
deal  or  reafon  in  what  had  been  faid  by  the  honourable 
perfon  who  fpoke  laft ;  neverthelcfs,  fhe  humbly  con- 
ceived her  fentence  would  admit  of  fome  mitigation. 
*  Let  the  bantlings,'  faid  fhe,  *  be  fent  to  the  hofpital, 
sccording  to  the  advice  of  her  grace,  and  a  fm.all  col- 
leftion  be  made  for  the  prefent  iupport  of  the  mother ; 
and  when  her  health  is  recovered,  I  will  take  her  into 
my  family,  in  quality  of  an  upper  fervant,  or  m.edium 
between  me  aiid  my  woman ;  for,  upon  my  life,  I  can't 

endure 
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endure  to  chide,  or  give  directions  to  a  creature,  who 
is,  ill  point  of  birth  and  education,  but  one  degree 
above  the  vulgai*.'  . 

This  proposal  met  with  univerial  approbation.  The 
ducheii  (to  her  immortal  honour)  began  the  contribu- 
tion with  a  crovvn;  ib  that  tlie  reit  of  the  company 
v/ere  obliged  to  reftrid  their  liberality  to  half  the  fum, 
that  her  grace  might  not  be  affronted  :  and  the  pro- 
pofer  demanding  the  poor  woman's  name  and  plq.ce  of 
abode,  the  old  mediator  could  not  help  giving  her  lady- 
ihip  a  verbal  direaion,  though  he  was  extremely  mor- 
tified (on  more  accounts  than  one)  to  find  fuch  an  ifRie 
to  his  folicitation. 

Peregrine,  who,  though  humorous  as  ■■vjinfer,  had  a 
tear  for  pity,  ami  an  handcpen  as  day  for  ?neltrng  cha- 
rity,\vas  fliocked  at  the  nature  and  reiult  of  this  unge- 
nerous confuitation.     He  conti-ibuted  his  halt  crown, 
however ;  and  retirmg  from  the  company,  betook  him- 
ftlf  to  the  lodgings  of  the  forlorn  lady  in  the  itraw,  ac- 
cording to  tiie  dire6fion  he  liad  heard.     L'pon  enquiry, 
he  underitood,  that  ilie  was  then  vifited  by  fome  cha- 
ritable gentlewoman,   who  had  fent  for  a  nurfe,  and 
waited  the  return  of  the  mcifenger ;  and  lie  i?nt  up  hi* 
refpe6ts,  dehring  he  might  be  penuitted  to  fe.e  her,  on 
pretence  of  havhig  been  intimate  with  l\fir  iate  huiband. 
Though  the  poor  woman  had  never  heard   of  hi^ 
name,  ft e  did  not  think  proper  to  deny  his  requ eft ; 
and  he  was  conduded  tQ  a  paltry  chamber  In  the  third 
ftory,  where  he  found  this  unhappy  widow  fitting  upon 
a  tmckle-bed,  and  fuckiing  one  of  her  infants  with  the 
moll   piteous  exprefTion  of  anguifn    in   her   features, 
which  were  naturally  regular  and   fwect;  v/nile  the 
other  wa?  fondled  on  the  kr.ee  of  a  perfon,  whofe  atten^ 
tion  v/as  fo  ir.Tich  engi-orfed  by  her  little   charge,  that 
for  the  ])refent  fl>e  could  mind  nothing  elfe  :  and  it  was 
not  till  after  the  firft  connpliments  palfed  betvvlxt  the 
haplefs  mot'ier  and  our  adventurer,  that  he  perceived 
the  Granger's  countenance,  which   infpired  him  v/ith 
th,e  hieheil  efteem  and  admiration.     He  beheld  all  the 
E  3  Spaces 
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pees  of  elegance  and  beaiitv,  brcathino-  fentlnient  and' 
beneficence,  and  loftened  into  the  inofl:  enchantino- ten- 
derness _of  weeping  fy^npathy .     When  he  declared  the 
cau.e  or  nis  viht,  v;hich  was  no  other  than  the  derire  of 
befrie)iding  the  difcreflbd  lady,  to  whom  he  prefented  a 
bank-note  for  twenty  pounds,   he  was  favoured  wit'i 
iucn  a  looK  of  complacency  by  this  amiable  phantom, 
vvno  might  have  beenjuftiy  t'aken  for  an  angel  minif- 
tenng  to  the  neceiTities  of  mortals,  that  his  whole  foul 
^yas  tranfported  with  love  and  veneration.     Nor  wps 
tnis  prepolieffion  dimliiiflied  by  the  information  of  the 
widovv ;  who,  after  having  manifefted  her  gratitude  in 
a  hoocl  of  tears,  told  him,  that  the  unknown  objeft  of 
his  eiteem  was  a  perfon  of  honour,  who  havi)ig  hf  ard 
hy  accident  of  her  deplorable  fituaticn,  had  immediately 
obeyed  the  diftates  of  her  humanitv,  and  come  in  per- 
fon to  relieve  her  dilfrefs  ;  that  ihe"had  net  only  gene- 
roufly  lupplied  her  with  money  for  her  prefent  Tufte- 
nance,  but  alfo  undertaken  to  provide  a  nurfe  for  her 
babes,  and  even  promifed  to  favour  her  with  pro^ec- 
tion,  iliould  Pne  fuiTive  her  prefbnt  melancholy  iitua- 
tion.     To  thefe  articles  of  intelligence  ilie  added,  that 
the  name  of  her  benefa6lrefs  was  the  celebrated  Lady 

,  to  whofe  charaaer  the  youth  was  no  llranger, 

t'lough  he  had  never  ken  her  perfon  before.  The  kill- 
ing edge  of  her  charms  was  a  little  blunted  by  the  ac- 
cidents of  time  and  fortune;  but  no  man  of  tafte  and 
magination,  w^liofe  nerves  v/ere  not  quite  chilled  with 
the  froft  of  age,  could  even  at  that  time  look  unon  her 
with  impunity.  And  as  Peregrine  law  her  attraftions 
heightened  by  the  tender  ofiice  in  which  fhe  was  en- 
gaged, he  was  fmitten  with  her  beauty,  and  fo  ravifted 
v/ith  her  compafficn,  that  he  could  not  fupprefs  his 
emotions,  but  applauded  her  ben-vclence  with  all  the 
warmth  of  enthuiiafm.  -    ■ 

Ker  iadyfhip  received  his  com.plim.ents  v/Ith  o-reat 
politenei]5  and  affability.  And  the  occanon  on  vWiich 
they  m.et  heing  equally  Lntereiling  to  both,  an  acquain- 
tance commenced  betv/ecn  thenT,  and  they  concerted 

mealures 
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jneafures  fcr  the  beneiit  of  tlie  widow  and  her  twQ 
children,  one  of  whom  onr  hero  befpoke  for  his  own 
gcdfon  5  for  Pickle  was  not  £0  obfcnre  in  the  beau 
nionde,  but  that  his  fame  had  reached  the  ears  of  this 
iady,  who,  therefore,  did  not  difccurage  his  advances 
towards  her  friendiliip  and  efreem. 

All  the  particulars  relating  to  their  charge  being  ad- 
jufteJ,  he  attended  her  ladyfliip  to  her  ownhouje  j  and, 
by  h_er  converfation,  had  the  pleaiure  cf  finding  her 
underftandin.g  luitable  to  her  ether  accompiilhments. 
Nor  had  ilie  any  reafon  to  think,  that  our  hero's  quali-' 
iications  had  been  exaggerated  by  common  report. 

One  of  their  adopted  children  died  before  it  was  bap- 
tized 5  fo  that  their  care  concentered  in  the  other,  tor 
whom  they  ftood  fponfors.  Underftanding  that  the 
eld  agent  was  become  troublefonie  in  his  vijits  to  the 
mother,  to  whom  he  nov/  began  to  adminifter  inch 
counftl  as  fhocked  the  delicacy  of  her  virtue,  they  re- 
moved her  into  another  lodging,  where  (he  would  not 
be  expofed  to  his  machinations.  In  lefs  than  a  month, 
our  hero  learned  from  a  ncbhman  cf  his  acquaintance, 
that  the  hoaiy  pandar  had  a6lually  engaged  to  procure 
for  him  this  poor  afdicted  gentlewoman ;  and  being 
frullrated  in  his  intention,  fubftituted  in  her  room  a 
nym.ph  from  the  purlieus  of  Covent  Garden,  that  made 
his  lordfnip  imsrt  feverely  for  the  favours  fhe  beilowed. 

Meanwhile,  Peregi-ine  cultivated  his  new  acquaint- 
ance vv'ith  all  his  art  and  aiuduiiy,  preiiuning,  from  the 
circumftances  of  her  reputation  and  fate,  as  well  as  on 
the  ftrength  of  his  own  merit,  that,  in  time,  he  ihoiricf 
be  able  to  indulge  that  pafiion  which  had  begun  to 
glow  within  his  breait. 

As  her  ladvfliip  had  undergone  a  vnft  variety  offer- 
tune  and  adven!ure,  which  he  had  heard  mdiliindly 
related,  v.-ith  numberleis  errors  and  milreprefentations, 
he  v/as  no  fooner  entitled,  by  the  farailiarity  of  com- 
munication, to  aik  liich  a  favour,  than  he  earnellly  en- 
treated her  to  enteitain  him  with  the  particiilars  of  her 
iloiy  j  and,  by  dint  of  importunity,  liie  v/ds  at  length 
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prevailed  upon  (in  a  iclttl  partis)  to  gratify  his  ciirlo- 
lity  in  theic  words. 

C  H  A  P.  IX. 
The  Memoirs  of  a  Lady  of  ^lality. 
*  T^Y  the  circumftaucesof  the  Itoiy  which  I  am  going 
■^  to  relate,  you  will  be  convinced  of  my  candour, 
while  you  are  informed  of  my  indifcretlon  :  you  will 
be  enabled,  I  hope,  to  perceive,  that  howfoever  my  head 
may  have  erred,  my  heart  hath  always  been  uncormpt- 
ed,  and  that  I  have  been  unhappy,  becaiife  I  lo-vedy  and 
nvas  a  vjoman. 

*  I  believe  I  need  not  oblerve,  that  I  was  the  only- 
child  of  a  man  of  good  fortune,  who  indulged  me  in 
my  infancy,  with  all  the  tendernefs  of  paternal  affec- 
tion ;  and  when  I  was  fix  years  old,  lent  me  to  a  pri- 
vate fchool,  where  I  flayed  till  ray  age  was  doubled, 
and  became  fuch  a  favourite,  that  I  was  (even  in  thofc 
early  days)  carried  to  all  the  places  of  publick  diver- 
fion,  the  court  itielf  not  excepted  ;  an  indulgence  that 
flattered  my  love  of  pleafure,  to  which  I  was  naturally 
addi^lcd,  and  encom'aged  thofe  ideas  of  vanity  and  am- 
bition which  fpl'ing  up  ib  early  intlie  human  mind. 

'  I  was  lively  and  good-natured,  my  imagination  apt 
to  run  riot,  my  heart  liberal  and  dilinterefled  ;  though 
I  was  fo  obftinately  attached  to  my  own  opinions  that 
I  could  not  well  brook  contradi6lion ;  and  in  the  whole 
of  my  difpofition,  refcmbled  that  of  Heniy  the  Fifth,  as 
defcribed  by  Shakfpear. 

'  In  my  thirteenth  year  I  went  to  Bath,  v/here  I  was 
firft  introduced  into  the  world  as  a  woman,  having 
been  intitled  to  tirat  privilege  by  my  perfon,  which  was 
remarkably  tall  for  my  years  5  and  there  my  fancy  was 
quite  captivated  by  the  variety  of  diverlions  in  which  I 
was  continually  engaged  :  not  that  the  parties  v/ere  al- 
together new  to  me,  but  bccaufe  I  now  found  myi'elf 
confidered  as  a  peribn  of  coniequence,  and  furrbunded 
by  a  crowd  of  admirers,  v/ho  courted  my  acquaintance, 
and  fed  my  vanity  v/ith  praife  and  adulation.  InTnort, 
whether  or  not  I  defciYe^l  thiii-  encomiums,  I  leave  the 
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world  to  judge ;  but  my  perfon  was  commended,  and 
my  talent  in  daiicing  met  with  univen'ai  spphule.  No 
wonder,  then,  that  eveiy  thing  appeared  joyous  to  a 
young  creature,  who  was  lb  void  of  experience  and  dii- 
iimulation,  that  {h<:  believed  every  body's  heart  as  lin- 
cere  as  her  own,  and  eveiy  object  fuch  as  it  appeared 
to  he. 

*  Among  the  fwains  who  iig]ied,or  pretended  to  r:gh 
for  me,  were  two  that  bore  a  pretty'  equal  fhare  ot  ray 
favour  J  (it  was  too  fuper£cial  to  deferve  the  name  of 
Jove.)  One  of  thele  was  a  foi-ward  youth  offixteen, 
extrem.ely  handfomie,  lively,  and  impudent :  he  attejid- 
ed  in  quality  of  page  upon  the  Princefs  Am.eiia,  v/ho 
fpent  that  i'eaicn  at  Bath.  The  other  was  a  Scotch  no- 
bleman, turned  of  thirty,  v/bo  was  graced  with  a  red 
ribband,  and  danced  particnlarh-  v/ell  j  two  qualifica- 
tions ot  great  weight  with  a  girl  of  my  age,  v/hoie 
heart  vv'as  not  deeply  interefied  in  the  cai;le.  Never- 
thelefs,  the  page  prevailed  ever  this  formidable  rival ; 
though  our  amour  went  no  farther  than  a  little  fiirtii-ig, 
and  ceafed  entirely  when  I  left  the  place. 

'  Next  year,  however,  I  revifited  this  agi'eeable  fcene, 
and  palTed  my  time  in  the  fame  circle  of  amulements  j 
in  which,  indeed,  each  feafon  at  Bath  is  exa6tly  re- 
fembied  by  that  which  fucceeds,  aliowing-for  the  dif- 
ference of  company,  vv'hich  is  continually  varying. 
There  I  met  with  the  fam.e  incenfe,  and  again  had  my 
fav^ourite,  who  was  a  Norrh  Briton,  and  captain  of  foot, 
near  forty  years  of  age,  and  a  little  lame  j  an  impedi- 
ment which  I  did  not  diicover,  imtil  it  was  pointed  out 
by  fome  of  my  companions,  who  rallied  me  upon  my 
choice.  He  was  always  cheartul,  and  ver^'  amorous  5 
had  a  good  countenance,  and  an  excellent  imderftand- 
ing;  poffeffed  a  great  deal  of  art,  and  wo\;id  have  per- 
fuaded  me  to  m.arry  him.,  had  I  not  been.reftratned  by 
the  authority  of  my  father,  v/hofe  confent  vv  as  to  be  ob- 
tained in  favour  cf  a  man  of  his  fortune.     " 

*  At  the  fame  time,  m.any  prcpofals  of  m.nrrlage  wer.-j 
made  to  my  parents :  but  as  they  came  from  people 
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whom  T  did  not  like,  I  rejeftcd  them  all;  being  c?cter,. 
mined  to  refufe  every  man  who  did  not  make  his  ad- 
drefles  to  myielf  in  perfon,  becaide  I  had  no  notion  of 
inarr\'ing  for  any  thing  but  love. 

*  Among  thele  foi-mal  propofers  was  a  Scotti/h  earl, 
whofe  preteniions  were  broke  off  by  fome  difference 
about  fettlements ;  and  the  fon  of  an  Englifli  baron, 
with  whom  my  father  was  in  treaty,  when  he  carried 
me  to  town,  on  a  viiit  to  a  young  lady,  with  whom  I 
had  been  intimate  from  my  infancy.  She  was  juft  de- 
livered of  her  firft  fon,  for  whom  we  flood  fponfors  :  fo 
that  this  occafion  detained  us  a  whole  montJi ;  during 
which,  I  went  to  a  ball  at  court  on  the  queen's  birth- 
day, and  there,  for  the  firft  time,  felt  what  love  and 
teauty  were. 

'  The  fecond  fon  of  Duke  H ,  who  had  juft  re- 
turned from  his  travels,  was  dancing  with  the  princefs- 
royal,  when  a  young  lady  came  and  deiired  me  to  go 
and  fee  a  llranger,  whom  all  the  world  admired  :  upon 
•which  I  followed  her  into  the  circle,  and  obfei-ved  this 
objecc  of  admiration.  He  was  dreffed  in  a  coat  of 
white  cloth,  faced  with  blue  fattin  embroidered  with 
filver,  of  the  fame  piece  with  his  waillcoat ;  his  fine 
hair  hung  down  his  back  in  ringlets  below  liis  waiff, 
his  hat  was  laced  with  fiU^er,  and  garni/hed  with  a 
vvhite  feather;  but  his  perfon  beggared  all  defcription. 
He  was  tall  and  graceful,  neither  coq^ulent  nor  meagre; 
his  limbs  finely  proportioned,  his  countenance  open  and 
majeftick,  his  eyes  full  of  fweetncfs  and  vivacity,  his 
teeth  regular,  and  his  pouting  lips  of  the  complexion  of 
the  damafk  role.  In  fliort,  he  was  fonned  for  love,  and 
infpircd  it  wherever  he  appeared  ;  nor  was  he  a  niggard 
of  his  talents,  but  liberally  returned  it ;  at  lealf ,  what 
puffed  for  fuch ;  for  he  had  a  flow  of  gallantry,  for 
which  many  ladies  of  this  land  can  vouch  fronj  their 
own  experience :  but  he  exclaimed  againil  marriage, 
becaufe  he  had  as  yet  met  with  no  wom.an  to  whofe 
charms  he  vsrould  furrender  his  liberty,  though  a  prin- 
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e^'s  of  France,  and  a  lady  of  tlie  lame  rank  in -, 

were  laid  to  be  at  tliat  time  enamoured  with  his  perfon. 
'  I  went  home,  totally  ir.grolTcd  by  his  idea,  flatter* 
ing  myielt",  that  he  had  obici-ved  me  with  Ibme  atten- 
tion 5  for  I  was  young  and.  new,  and  liad  the  good  for- 
tune to  attraft  the  notice  and  approbation  of  the  queen 
herlelf. 

*  Next  day,  being  at  the  opera,  I  was  agreeably  fur- 
prized  with  the  appearance  of  this  amiable  ftranger, 
who  no  fooner  faw  me  enter,  than  he  approached  fo 
near  to  the  place  whei-e  I  fa'  that  I  overheard  what  he 
laid  to  his  ccmpapions  ;  and  was  fo  happy  as  to  find 
jnyfeli  the  objeft  of  his  difcourfe,  which  abounded  with 
rapt-arous  exprelTions  of  love  and  admiration. 

*  I  could  not  liften  to  thefe  tranfports  without  emo- 
tion ;  my  colour  changed,  my  heart  throbbed  with  un- 
ufual  violence,  and  my  eyes  betrayed  my  inclination 
in  fundry  favourable  glances,  which  he  fecmed  to  inter- 
pret aright,  though  he  could  not  then  avail  himfelf  of 
his  fuccefs,  fo  far  as  to  communicate  his  fentiments  by 
fpeech,  becauft  we  were  ftraiigers  to  each  other. 

*  I  pafied  that  night  in  the  moil  anxious  lufpenfe, 
and  feveral  days  elapfed  before  I  faw  him  again.  At 
length,  however,  being  at  court  en  a  ball- night,  and 
deteiTnined  againft  dancing,  I  perceived  lura  among  the 
crowd  J  and,  to  my  unfpeakable  joy,  faw  him  advance 
with  my  Lord  P ,  who  introduced, him  to  my  ac- 
quaintance. He  ioon  found  means  to  alter  m-y  refc ra- 
tion ;  and  I  condeictiided  to  be  his  partner  all  the  even- 
ing ;  during  which  he  declai-ed  his  pafTion  in  the  moil 
tender  and  perfuaiivc  teiTns  tliat  real  love  cculd  dictate, 
or  fruitful  imagination  invent. 

'  I  believed  his  proteftations,  becaufe  I  wlilied  tliem 
tnie,  and  was  an  unexperienced  gijl  of  nlieen.  ,  I 
complied  with  his  requeft  of  being  permitted  to  vifit 
me,  and  even  invited  him  to  breakfait  next  mcrning ; 
fo  ti^.at  you  may  imagine  (I  fpeak  to  thole  that  feel) 
I  did  n'.)t  that  night  enjoy  much  repofe.  Sixli  was  the 
hurry  anu  fiuircr  of  my  ipiii:.s,  'dai  I  rof^  at  hx  to  re- 
ceive 
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ceive  him  at  ten.  I  drelled  myfclf  in  a  ne-v  pink  fattin 
govvii,  aiid  my  belt  laced  night-cloaths.  ^nd  was  To  ani- 
mated by  the  occailon,  that  if  ever  I  (Icfeived  a  com- 
pliment upon  my  looks,  it  was  my  due  at  this  meeting-. 

*  The  wiilied-for  moment  came  that  brought  rKy 
lover  to  my  view ;  I  was  overwhelmed  with  joy,  mo- 
defty,  and  fcra-  of  I  knew  not  what.  We  fat  down  to 
breakfafc,  but  did  not  eat.  He  renewed  his  addrefles 
with  ij-rerullMe  eloquence,  and  preffed  me  to  accept  of 
his  hand  v/ithout  fuj-ther  hefitation  ;  but  to  fuch  a  pre- 
cipitate ftep  I  objected,  as  a  raeaiure  repugnant  to  de- 
cency, as  well  as  to  that  duty  which  I  owed  my  father, 
whom  I  tenderly  loved. 

*  Though  I  v/ichllood  this  premature  prcpofal,  I  did 
not  attempt  to  diiguife  the  firuation  of  my  thoughts  ; 
and  thus  commenced  a  tender  correfpondence,  which 
was  maiiitained  by  letter's  while  I  remained  in  the 
country,  and  carried  on,  when  I  was  in  town,  by  pri- 
vate interviev/s,  twice  or  thrice  a  week,  at  the  houle  of 
my  milliner,  where  fuch  endearments  paffed  as  refined 
and  happy  lovers  know,  and  others  can  only  guefs. 
Truth  and  inno-cence  prevailed  on  my  fidei  while  his 
heart  v>^as  fiaught  with  fmcerity  and  love.  Such  fre- 
quent iatercourfe  created  an  iiitimacy  which  I  begsn 
to  thinic  dangerous,  and  therefore  yielded  to  his  re- 
peated defirc  that  we  might  be  united  for  ever  j  nay,  I 
refolved  to  avoid  him  until  the  day  fhould  be  fixed,  and 
very  innocently  (though  n.ot  very  wifely)  told  him  my 
realbn  for  this  determination,  which  was  no  other  than 
a  confcioufne's  of  my  incapacity  to  retufe  him  any 
thing  he  fliould  demand  as  a  teftimcny  of  m^y  love. 

*  The  time  was  accordingly  appointed,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  few  days,  during  which  I  intended  to  have 
implored  my  father's  confent,  though  I  had  but  faint 
hopes  of  obtaining  it ;  but  he  was  by  feme  means  or 
other  appi'ized  of  our  defign,  before  I  could  prevail  up- 
on rnyfelf  to  make  him  acquainted  with  our  purpofe. 
I  h'd  danced  with  my  lover  at  the  Ridotto  on  the  pre- 
cediiig  evejiing,  .aid  there,  perhaps,  our  eyes  betrayed 

us. 
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lis.  Certain  it  is,  ievtial  of  Lord  W ni's  relations, 

who  dir::pproved  of  the   match,   caine  up  znd  rallied 

him  on  hib  paffioiis  j  Lord  S k   in  particular  iiftd 

this  remarkable  txprtfiion ;  "  Nephew,  as  much  love 
ai  vou  pleale,  but  no  matrimony/' 

^  Next  day,  the  pricit  bemg  prepared,  and  the  biide- 
o-room  ^'i'aitin^  tcr  me  at  the  appointed  place,  in  all  the 
franfports  of  "impatient  expe6lation,  I  was,  without 
anv  previous  waiTnng,  carried  into  the  country' by  my 
father,  who  took  no  notice  of  th-  intelligence  he  had 
received,  but  c'ecoyed  me  into  the  coach  on  pretence  of 
takino-  the  air:  and  when  we  had  proceeded  as  far  as 
Tmiiham  Green,  gave  me  to  unueritand  that  he  would 
dine  in  that  place. 

'  Tliere  was  no  remedy :  I  v.-as  cbiigod  to  bear  my 
diiappcintment,  though  v/ith  an  aching  iieart,  and  fol- 
lowed him  up  Itaii-s  inro  an  apartnrent,  v/here  he  told 
mi  he  vvTis  minutely  intbrmed  of  my  m.atrimonial 
fcheme.  I  did  not  attempt  to  diigulle  the  truth,  but 
adured  him,  while  tears  gullied  iTomm.y  eyes,  that  my 
want  of  courage  alone  had  hindered"  me  from  m.aking 
him  privy  to  mv  paiTicn :  though  I  owned,    I  fliouid 

have  married  Lord  v7 m,  even  though  he  haddil- 

P.pprcvedof  mv  clvcice.  I  reminded  him  of  the  uneafy 
lite  I  led  at  home,  and  frankly  acknowledged,  that  I 
loved  rayadmdrer  too  well  to  live  without  him,  though 
if  he  would  favour  me  with  his  content,  I  would  defer 
my  intention,  and  punctually  obieri'e  any  day  he  would 
fix  for' cur  nuptials.     Meanwhile,  I  begged  he  would 

pci-mit  me  to  fend  a  melfage  to  Lord  'W my  y.-ho 

was  waiting  in  expeftaticn  of  my  coming,  and  mdght 
v/ithout  fuch  notice  im.agine  I  v~as  playing  thi-  jilt. 
Ke  granted  this  laft  requeil;  in  coniequence  or  which 
I  iciit  a  letter  to  my  lover,  who,  v/hen  h^e  received  it, 
had  ahnoft  fainted  away,  believing  I  fhould  be  locked 
up  In  the  ccuntiy,  and  fnatched  for  ever  from  his  arms. 
Tortured  with  thefe  apprehenfions,  he  changed  cloaths 
imrne.j  lately,  and  takiiig  horfe,  refolved  to  follow-  me 
whiLaeriotvcr  wciliould  go.  .  *  Alter 
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*  After  dinner  we  procLedtd  as  tar  as  Brentfcrd, 
where  we  lay,  intending  to  be  at  my  father^ s  countiy 
licufe  next  night ;  and  my  admirer  putting  up  at  the 
lame  inn,  praftifed  every  expedient  his  invention  could 
fuggeft  to  procure  an  intendcw  j  but  all  his  endeavours 
were  ujifucceisiul,  becauie  I,  who  little  dreanxd  of  his 
being  fo  near,  had  gone  to  bed  upon  our  hi  it  arrival, 
overwhelmed  v/ith  atflierion  and  tears. 

'  In  the  morning  I  tlirew  mylelf  at  my  father's  feet^ 
and  conjured  him  by  all  the  tiVs  of  paternal  aticcticn, 
to  indulge  me  with  an  opportunity  of  feeing  mv  ad- 
m'.rcr  once  more,  before  I  ihouid  be  conveyedrfrom  his 
wiihes.  The  melancholy  condition  in  which  I  pre- 
ferred this  fupplicaticn,  melted  the  tender  heart  of  rav 
parent,  who  yielded  to  m.y  folic itations,  and  carried  me 
back  to  town  for  that  purpoie. 

*  Lord  W m,  who  had  watched  our  motior.s, 

and  arrived  at  his  cvvTI  lodgings  before  we  arri\  ed;.  at 
my  father's  houfe,  obeyed  my  fumraons  en  the  iniiaiit, 
and  appeared  before  me  like  an  angel.  Our  faculties 
were,  for  fome  mdnutesj  fufpended  by  a  conillct  of^rief 
and  joy.  At  length,  I  recovered  the  ufe  of  lpeechi"and 
giive  liim  to  underitand,  that  I  v/aa  come  to  town  in 
order  to  take  my  leave  of  him,  by  the  penniflicn  of  my 
father,  w^hom  I  had  promiied  to  attend  into  the  courtiv 
next  da)-,  before  he  would  confent  to  my  return ;  the 
chief  caufe  and  pretence  of  v/hich,  was  m.y  earneit  de< 
fire  to  convince  him,  that  I  was  Bot  to  blame  for  the 
difappointment  he  had  fuftered^  and  that  I  fliculd  ice 
hhn  agnin  in  a  month,  when  the  nuptial  knot  rhculd  be 
tied  In  Iplte  of  all  oppolition. 

*  My  lover,  who  was  better  acquaiBted  v.-lth  tl  c 
world,  had  well  nigh  ran  diitrafted  with  this  inform;  - 
tion.  ^  He  fwore  he  woulJ  not  leave  m.e,  until  I  fliouid 
prornlfe  to  meet  and  marry  him  next  day;  or,  if  I  rt- 
fufed  to  grant  that  requdf,  he  would  nriniediateiy 
leave  the  kingdom,  to  which  he  would  never  mere  ve- 
turn  J  and  berbre  his  departure,  iacriiice  Lord  H— B— , 
ion  to  th^  Duke  of  S.  A ,  who  wa*   the  only  per- 

lon 
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fon  upon  tv.r'^  who  could  have  betrayed  us  to  my  fa- 
ther, becaufe  he  alone  was  trufted  with  the  fecret  of 
our  intended  marriage,  and  had  aftuallv'  undertaken  to 
g-ive  me  away;  an  office  which  he  aftenvards  decline:!. 

Lci-d  W -m  alfo  animied,  that  my  father  deccyrd 

me  into  the  ccuntiy.  witli  a  view  of  cooping  me  up, 
and  iequeltering  me  entirely  from  hh  viev/  and  corrcf- 
pcudance. 

*  In  vain  I  pleaded  my  father's  well-known  tender- 
neis,  and  ufed  all  the  argimients  I  could  recollecl  to 

divert  him  from  his  rvivenge  upon  Lord  H .     He 

was  deaf  to  all  mv  reprelentatiCns,  a.nd  nothing,  X 
found,  would  prevail  upon  him  to  fupprefs  ids  refent- 
rnent,  but.  a  politive  promiie  to  comply  with  his  former 
deiire.  I  told  him  I  would  hazard  every  thing  to  make 
him.  hippy ;  but  could  not,  with  any  regard  to  my 
<Iutv,  take  fjch  a  ftep  v/lthout  the  knowledge  of  my 
parent ;  or,  if  I  were  lb  inclined,  it  would  be  im- 
pi-a'5ticable  to  elude  his  vigilance  and  fufpicion.  How- 
ever,-he  empbyed  fuch  pathetick  remonftrances  and 
retained  flich  a  powerful  advocate  within  my  ov.-n 
breait,  that  before  we  parted  I  allured  him,  my  whole 
power  fiiould  be  exerted  for  his  fatisfa6fion ;  and  he 
iignined  his  refolution  of  fitting  up  all  night,  in  expec- 
tation of  feeing  me  at  his  lodgings. 

'  He  had  no  iboner  retired,  than  1  went  Into  the  next 
room,  and  defired  my  father  to  fix  a  day  for  the  marri- 
age ;  in  which  cafe,  I  vv^ould  chearfuUy  vs^ait  upon  him 
into  the  country  3  whereas,  fhould  he  deny  my  requeft, 
on  pretence  of  Itaying  for  the  ccnfent  of  my  mother's 
relations,  which  was  very  uncertain,  I  would  feize  the 

fu'Il  opportunity  of  manying  Lord  W m,  coil  what 

it  would.  He  confented  to  the  match,  but  would  not 
appoint  a  dav  for  the  ceremony,  which  he  propofed  to 
defer  until  all  parties  faould  be  agreed;  and  fuch  a  fa- 
vourable crifis,  I  feared,  would  never  happen. 

*  I  therefore   refolved  within  myfelf  to   gratify  m.y 
lover's  expcftation,    bv  eloping,    if  poiTible,  that  very 
night  5    though   the  execution  of  this  plan   was  ex- 
F  2  trtmely 
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tremely  difficult,  becaiifcmy  fathtv  yv3s  upon  the  aba-n^, 
r.nd  my  own  maid,  v.-'ao  was  my  bcdfeliuw,  ai'og^thcT 
in  his  intereft.  Kotwithft and mg  thele  ccniidt-rationi, 
I  found  me;ms  to  engaufc-  o:itoi:  the  houie-Tnuids  in  mv 
hvrhalf,  who  bclpoke  an  h3ckney-cor'.ch,  to  he  kept  y.x 
waiting  all  night :  and  to  bed.  I  w^}it  with  \ny  Abigail, 
whom,  as  I  had  not  doled  an  eye,  I  waked  about  five 
in  the  morning,  and  lent  to  pack  upfonic  things  for  cur 
intended  journey. 

*  "While  /he  was  thus  em^^'loyva,  I  got  v.i;-,  nndhud- 
dled  on  my  cloaths,  {landing  upon  r.iV  pdlov.-,  Idl  my 
father,  who  lay  in  the  chamber  below,  ihouid  heai"  rnt: 
a- foot,  and  liiipe6l  m.y  defign. 

*  Having  drefied  myfelf  with  great  difpatch  and  dif- 
crder,  I  flounced  down  frairs,  ftaiking-  a-i  hcavihr  as  I 
could  tread,  that  he  might  mifcake  me  for  one  of  th;; 
fer\'anrs  :  and  my  confederate  opening  the  door,  I  'al- 
lied out  into  the  ftreet,  thou?h  I  knew  not  which  v/aj 
to  turn  :  and,  to  my  unipeakable  niortiiication,  neithtr 
coach  nor  chair  appeared. 

'  Having  travelled  on  foot  a  good  way,  in  hope  of 
finding  a  convenience,  and  being  not  only  difappomted 
in  that  particular,  but  aUb  bewildered  in  my  peregri- 
nation, I  began  to  be  exceedingly  adarmed  vvith  the 
spprehenfion  of  being  met  by  fome  pevfon  v/no  mig:ht 
know  me  j  becaufe,  in  that  cafe,  my  defgn  would  un- 
d.oubtfcdly  have  been  difcovered,  from  every  ciicum- 
ilance  of  ray  appearance  at  that  time  of  day ,  for  I  had 
put  on  the  very  cioaths  which  I  had  pulled  olF  over 
.night,  fo  that  my  drefs  was  altogether  odd  7.rA  pecu- 
liar ;  my  {hoes  were  very  iine,  and  ever  a  large  hoop  I 
wore  a  pink  {'attln  quilted  petticoat  trimmed  wdth  iil- 
ver,  v/hich  wcis  partly  covered  by  a  white  dimity  night- 
gown, a  full  quarter  of  a  yard  too  fjiort  5  miy  hand- 
Icerchief  and  apron  v/ere  hurried  on  without  pinning; 
my  night-cap  could  not  contain  my  hair,  which  hung 
about  my  ears  in  great  dlforder^  and  my  countenance 
denoted  a  mfixture  of  hope  and  fear,  joy  »nd  fharne, 

^  In  this  dilemma,  I  made  my  addrefies  to  that  ho- 

noiuable 


FEUECHlNf.    PICKLE.  6" 

rciiirabie  member  of  fociety,  a  flioe  black,  wliom  I 
earne(tiv  iiitreated  to  provide  me  with  a  coach  or  chair, 
promiiing  to  rewrrd  him  li^^erally  for  his  trouble;  but 
he  having  the  misfortune  to  be  lame,  was  unable  to  keep 
up  \\  ith  my  pace ;  fo  that,  by  his  advice  and  dire6iion, 
I  went  into  the  finl  publick-houfe  I  found  open,  where 
I  ftayed  ibme  time,  in  the  utmoft  confteniation,  among 
a  erew  of  wretches  whom  I  thou.ght  proper  to  bribe 
for  their  civility,  not  without  the  terror  of  being  Grip- 
ped. At  length,  however,  my  meffenger  ret\n-ned  with 
a  chair,  of  which  I  took  immediate  poifeinon;  and 
fearing  that,  by  this  time,  mv  family  would  be  alarmed, 
and  lend  dirvrcliy  to  Lord  W m's  lodgings,  I  or- 
dered mvleif  to  be  carried  thither  backwards,  that  fo  I 
might  pais  undifcovered. 

'  This  ilratagrai  fucceeded  according  to  my  wiHi;  I 
ran  up  ftairs,  in  a  itate  of  trepidation,  to  my  faithful 
lover,  who  waited  for  me  with  the  molt  impatient  and 
fearful  fufpenfe.  At  fight  of  me  his  eyes  lightened 
with  tranfport;  he  caught  me  in  his  arms,  as  the 
richeft  prelent  Heaven  could  beftow ;  gave  me  to  un- 
derftand  that  my  father  had  already  fent  to  his  lodg- 
ings in  queil  of  me  ;  then  applauding  my  love  and  re- 
fblution  in  the  moll  rapturous  terms,  he  ordered  a 
hacknev-coach  to  be  called,  and  that  we  might  run  no 
rifk  oi  fcparatlon,  attended  me  to  church,  where  we 
were  lawfully  joined  in  the  light  of  Heaven. 

*  His  fears  were  then  all  over,  but  mine  recurred 
with  double  aggravation.  I  dreaned  the  fight  of  my 
father,  and  iharcd  all  the  forrow  he  fufRred  on  account 
of  my  undutiful  liehaviour ;  for  I  loved  him  with  fuch 
plt^ty  of  affiiJl'on,  that  I  would  have  endured  every 
other  fpecies  of  diPirefs,  rather  than  have  given  him  the 
ieaft  unealinels  :  but  love  (where  he  reigns  in  full  em- 
pire) is  altogether  irrefilfible,  furmounts  every  diffi- 
culty, and  fwallows  up  all  other  conftderations.  This 
was  the  cafe  witli  me ;  and  now  the  irrevocable  ftep 
was  token,  my  firli  care  was  to.  a\'oid  his  fight.  With 
th;s  vi.w,  I  be^^i:cd  that  Lord  \V-— m  would  think 
F3  of 
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of  fome  remote  place  in  the  country,  to  whicli  we  might 
retire  for  the  prefent :  and  he  forthwith  conduced  nis 
to  a  houfe  on  Blackheath,  where  we  were  very  civilly 
received  by  a  langhter-loving  dame,  who  feemed  to 
miftakeme  for  one  of  her  own  fifterh.ood. 

*  I  no  fooner  perceived  her  opinion,  than  I  defired 

Lord  W rn  toimdeceive  herj  upon  which  fhe  was 

acquainted  with  the  nature  of  my  fituation,  and  fhewcd 
us  into  a  private  room,  where  I  called  for  pen  and  pa- 
per, and  \\Tote  an  apology  to  ray  father,  for  having 
a6led  ccntraiy  to  his  v/iil  in  fo  important  a  concern. 

'  This  talk  being  performed,  the  bridegroom  gave 
me  to  underftand,  that  there  was  a  ntceility  for  our  be- 
ing bedded  immediately,  in  order  to  rerider  the  mar- 
riage binding,  left  my  father  faoulddifcover  and  partus 
before  conl'ummation.  I  pleaded  hard  for  a  reipite  till 
the  evening,  obie6fing  to  the  indecency  of  going  to  bed 
befoic-noon;  but  he  found  means  to  invalidate  all  my 
arguments ;  and  to  convince  me  that  it  was  now  my 
duty  to  obey.  Rather  than  hazard  the  imputation  of 
being  obftinate  and  refra61ory  on  the  iirft  day  of  r.iy 
probation,  I  fuffcred  miyielf  to  be  !ed  into  a  chamber, 
w-hich  v/as  darkened  by  my  exprefs  ilipulation,  tha*^  my 
fhame  and  confuiion  might  be  the  bett  r  ccnceahd, 
and  yielded  to  the  privilege  of  a  dear  hufband,  vA\o 
loved  me  to  adoration. 

*  About  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  were  called 
to  dinner,  v/hich  \vc  had  ordered  to  be  ready  at  four; 
but  fuch  a  paltry  care  had  been  forgot,  amidft  the  tranf- 
ports  of  our  mutual  blifs.  We  got  up,  however;  and 
v/hen  we  camiC  dov/n  ftairs,  I  v/as  afjiam.ed  to  fee  the 
lighr  of  day,  or  meet  the  eyes  of  my  beloved  lord.  I 
ate  little,  laid  lefs,  was  happy,  though  overwhelmed 
v/ith  confufion  ;  undei-went  a  thoufan  agitations,  fome 
cf  which  were  painfid,  but  by  far  the  greater  part  be- 
longed to  rapture  and  delight ;  we  were  emparadiled  in 
the  gratification  of  our  m.utual  wifiies,  snd  felt  all  that 
love  canbeiiov/,  and  fenfibility  can  enjoy. 

*  In  thxe  twilight  we  returned  to  Lord  W nfs 

lodcji-ivs 
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'  longings  In  tov.T.,  where  I  receivrtl  a  letter  from  my 
father,  importing,  that  he  wovtli  never  fee  me  again. 
But  there  wa-^  one  circnmftance  in  his  manner  of  writ- 
ing, from  vvhicli  Iconceiveil  a  liappy  prefage  of  his  fu- 
ture indulgence.  He  had  begun  with  his  iifual  appel- 
lation c^  Dear  F-^/^vrv,  which  tho-jgh  itwas  expunged  to' 
make  way  for  the  word  /vlii^OT,  erxouraged  me  to  hope 
that  his  pateiTiai  fondnefs  was  not  yet  extinguifned. 

*  At  fjpper  we  v/ere  viiited  by  Lord  W-^ m's 

vo'jnger  filler,  who  laughed  at  us  for  our  incofjfiJerate 
match.,  though  fhe  owned,  fne  envied  our  happinefs, 
and  offered  me  the  ufe  of  her  cloaths,  until  I  could  re- 
trieve my  own.  She  wns  a  woman  of  a  great  deal  of 
hmnour,  plain  but  genteel,  civil,  friendly,  and  per- 
fectly well  bred.  She  favoiired  us  with  her  company 
till  the  nightwas  pretty  far  advanced,  and  did  not  take 
her  leave  till  we  retired  to  our  apartment. 

'  As  our  lc?dgings  v/ere  not  ipacious  or  magnliicfnt, 
V'e  refolved  to  fee  little  company;  but  this  reiblution 
w:is  fruilrated  by  the  minieroiis  acquaintance  of  Lord 

W m,  who  let  in  half  the  to^^^l ;  fo  that  I  run  the 

gauntlet  for  a  v^^hcle  week  among  a  fet  of  wits,  who  al^ 
ways  delight  in  teazing  a  young  creatiu'e  of  any  note, 
wlien  fhe  Happens  to  make  Iwch.  a  ftolen  match.  Among 
tlioic  that  vifited  us  upon  this  occafion,  was  my  lord's 
younger  brother,  who  was  at  that  time  In  keeping  with 
a  rich  heirefs  ot  mafculine  mcmor}^,  and  took  that  op- 
portunity of  makirtg  a  parade  with  his  equipage,  which 
was  indeed  verv  magnificent,  but  altogether  dii'rcgarded 
by  us,  whofe  happinefs  ccnulfed  in  the  opulence  of 
mi^tual  lort. 

*  Tliis  ceremony  of  receiving  vifl's  being  perfoiTned, 

we  went  to  wait  en  his  mother  the  Duchefs  oi  H , 

who  heai-ing  I  was  an  lieirefs,  readily  forgave  her 
{ci  for  manying  v^ithcut  her  knowledge  and  confent, 
i-nd  favoured  us  with  a  very  cordial  reception  5  in- 
fomuch,  that,  for  feveral  months,  we  dined  almoft 
constantly  at  her  table;  and  I  mud  own,  I  always 
founi  hej  u.Tiakcicd  iii  her  civility  and  affection,  con- 

traiy 
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trary  to  her  general  cliara61er,  which  was  haughty  and 
capricious.  She  was  imdcnbtedly  a  woman  of  great 
fpiVit  and  underftanding,  but  fabjeft  to  an  infirmity 
which  very  much  impairs  and  dilguiles  every  other 
quaHfication. 

'  In  about  tlii'ee  weeks  after  our  marriage,  I  was  fo 
happy  as  to  obtain  the  forgivenefs  of  my  father,  to 
whofe  houfe  we  repaired,  in  order  to  pay  ourrefpec^s 
and  fubmiffion.  At  fight  of  me  he  weptj  nor  did  I 
behold  his  tears  unmoved :  my  heart  was  overcharged 
with  tendernefs  and  Ibrrow,  for  having  offended  fuch 
an  Indulgent  parent;  fo  that  I  mJngled  my  tears  with 
his ;  while  my  dear  hufband,  whole  Ibul  v/as  of  the 
foftelf  and  gentleft  mould,  melted  with  fympathy  at 
the  affcfting  fcene. 

'  Being  thus  reconciled  to  my  father;  we  attended 
him  into  the  cor.ntry,  where  we  were  received  by  m.y 
mother,  who  was  a  fenfdile  gDod  woman,  though  not 
liifceptible  to  love,  and  therefore  lei's  apt  to  excufe  a 
weaknefs  to  which  {he  was  an  utter  fl:]anger.  This 
was  likewife  the  cafe  with  an  uncle,  from  wliom  I  had 
great  expe6lation3.  He  was  a  plain  good-natured 
man,  and  treated  us  with  great  comtefy ;  though  his 
motions,  in  point  of  love,  were  not  exactly  conformable 
to  ours.  Ncverthelefs,  I  was,  and  fecined  to  be  fo 
happy  in  m.y  choice,  that  my  family  not  only  bccam* 
Satisfied  with  the  m.atch,  but  exceedingly  fond  of  Loivi 
W -ra. 

*  After  a  fnort  ftay  with  tliem  in  the  countr\-,  we  re- 
turned to  London,  in  order  to  be  introduced  at  court, 
and  theji  fet  out  for  the  North,  on  a  vifit  to  my  bro- 
ther-in-law the   Duke  of  H ,  wh.o  had,  by  a  letter 

to  Lord  W m,  invited  us  to  his  habituation.     My 

father  accordingly  equipped  us  with  horfcs  and  money  j 
for  ou.r  own  fmances  were  extremely  (lender,  confilling 
only  of  a  fmall  penfion  allowed  by  his  grace,  upon 
whom  the  brothers  were  entirely  dependent,  t!ie  father 
having  died  fuddenly,  before  fuitablts  provifion  could 
be  made  for  his  younger  children.  *  When 
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«  V/hen  I  took  niy  leave  of  my  relations,  bidding 
adieu  toipy  paternal  home,  and  found  myielf  launching; 
into  a  world  of  care  and  trouble,  though  the  voyage  cu 
which  I  had  embarked  v;;ai>  altogether  voiuntarv,  and 
my  companionthe  perfcn  on  v/hom  I  doated  to  diilrac- 
tlon,  I  could  not  help  feeling  fom.e  melancholy  fenia- 
tions  :  which,  however,  in  a  little  time,  gave  way  to  a 
train  of  more  agreeable  ideas.  I  v.-as  vifited  in  town 
by  almoft  all  the  women  of  fafliion,  many  of  whom,  I 
perceived,  envied  m.e  the  pofTefiicn  of  a  man  who  had 
made  ih'ange  havock  among  their  hearts,  and  fome  of 
them  knew  the  value  of  his  favour.  One  in  particu- 
I?.r  endeavoured  to  cultivate  my  friendfhip  with  fingu- 
lar  marks  of  regard  ;  but  I  thought  proper  to  difcou- 
rage  her  advances,  by  keeping  within  the  bounds  of 
bare  civility;  and  indeed,  to  none  of  them  was  I  lavifli 
of  my  complaifance,  for  I  dedicated  my  whole  time  to 
the  obiecfc  of  m.y  affection,  who  engioilld  niy  v.'ifhes  to 
flich  a  degree,  that  although  I  was  never  jealous,  (be- 
caufe  I  had  no  re'fon  to  be  io)  I  envied  the  happinels  of 
every  woman  v.-iiom  he  chanced  at  any  time  to  hand  in- 
to a  coach. 

'  The  Du chefs  of  ,  v/ho  v/as  newly  married  to 

the  Earl  ofP ,  a  particularfriendcf  Lord¥/ — m's, 

carried  m.e  to  court,  and  prefented  me  to  the  queen,  who 
exprefled  her  apprcbaticn  of  my  perfcn  in  very  particu- 
iar  tenns,  and  ohf*.n-ved  the  iatisfaftion  that  appeared 
in  my  countenance,  with  marks  of  admiration  ,  deiired 
her  ladies  to  take  notice,  hew  little  liappinefs  depended 
upon  v/ealth,  fince  there  was  more  joy  in  my  face  than 
in  all  her  court  belulcs. 

"  Such  a  dLelaration  could  not  fail  to  ovenvhelm  me 
with  bluflies,  which  her  maieity  feemcd  to  behold  with 
pleafure;  for  the  frequently  repeated  the  remark,  and 
ihewed  me  to  all  the  foreigners  of  diilin6lion,  v/ith 
?!j-.ny  gracious  exprelficns  of  favour.     She  wilhed  Lord 

V/ mi  happinefs  initead  of  joy :  and  was  pleafed  to 

proraife  that  ihe  would  provide  for  her  pretty  beggars  9 
aad  poor  enough  v/e  certainly  v/cre  in  every  article  but 

love. 
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love.  Nevertheleis  we  felt  no  necefTities,  but  pafTcd 
the  fummer  in  a  variety  of  pleafures  and  parties  ;  the 
^reatelt  part  of  which  were  planned  by  Lord  W — 's 
iilfer  and  another  lady,  who  was  at  that  time  miltreis  to 
the  prime  minifter.  The  lirfi:  was  a  wit,  but  homely 
in  her  perfon,  the  other,  a  woman  of  great  beauty  and 
mafculine  underftanding;  and  a  particular  frlend(hip 
fubfirted  between  them,  though  they  were  both  lovers  of 
power  and  admiration. 

*  This  lady,  who  fat  at  the  helm,  was  extremely  ele- 
gant as  well  as  expenfive  in  her  diverhons,  in  many  of 
which  we  bore  a  fliare ;  particularly  her  parties  upon  the 
water,  which  were  contrived  in  all  the  magnificence  of 
tafte.  In  the  courfe  of  theie  amufements,  a  trifling 
circumftance  occuired,  which  I  fliall  relate  as  an  in- 
ftance  of  that  jealous    fenfibilit;|,-  which  chara<5lerized 

Lord  W m's  difpofition.     A   large   comp?.ny  of 

ladies  and  gentlemen  having  agreed  to  dine  at  Vaux- 
h3.ll,  and  fup  at  Marble  Hall,"  where  we  propofed  to 
conclude  the  evening  with  a  dance,  one  barge  being  in- 
lufficicnt  to  contain  the  whole  company,  we  were  di- 
vided by  lots  5  in  confeouence  of  which,  my  hufband 
and  I  were  parted .  The  feparatlon  was  equally  mci^ 
tiiylng  to  us  both,  v%dio,  though  m.arried,  were  iiill 
lovers ;  and  my  chagrin  was  increafed,  when  I  per- 
ceived that  I  was  doomed  to  fit  by  Sir  W Y- r 

a   man   of  profelTed    gallantry  5    for,    although    Lord 

W m  liad,  before  his  marriage,  made  his  adrirelles 

to  every  woman  he  faw,  I  knew  very  well  he  did  not 
defire  that  any  perfon  fliould  make  love  to  his  wife. 

*  That  I  might  not  therefore  give  umbrage,  by  talk- 
ing to  this  gallant,  I  converfed  with  a  Scots  nobleman, 
who,  according  to  commxon  report,  had  formerly  fighed 
among  my  admirers ,  by  thele  means,  in  feeking  to 
avoid  one    error,  I  unwittingly  plunged  myfelf  into  a 

greater;   and   difobliged  Lord  W ^m  fo  much,  tlmt 

he  could  not  coiiceal  his  difpleafure  5  nay,  lb  deeply 
was  he  offended  at  my  conduct,  that  in  the  evening, 
•when  the  ball  bc^an,  he  would  fcarce  deign  to  take  ma 

bv 
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by  the  hsnd  in  the  courfe  of  dancing,  and  darted  fuch 
unkind  looks  cis  pierced  me  to  the  vciy  foul.  What 
aupncnted  ray  concern,  was  my  igiior.mce  of  the  t  el- 
pa- s  I  had  committed.  I  was  tortured  with  a  thousand 
unealy  refle6tions ;  I  began  to  fear  that  I  had  m.iltaken 
his  temper,  and  given  my  heart  to  a  man  who  was  tired 
of  poffcffion ;  th<;ugh  I  relblved  to  bear  witho\it  com- 
plaining the  mistortime  I  had  entailed  upon  myfelf. 

*  I  feized  the  tirft  opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  him, 
and  thereby  dii(:overed  the  caufe  of  his  chagrin  5  but, 
as  there  was  no  time  for  expolfulation,  the  mifunder- 
ftanding  continued  on  his  fide,  with  fuch  evident  marks 
cf  uneafinefs,  that  eveiy  individual  ot  the  company 
made  up  to  me,  and  enquired  about  the  caufe  of  his 
diforder;  fo  tliat  I  was  fain  to  amufe  their  concern  by 
faying  that  he  had  been  ill  the  day  before,  and  dancing 
did  not  agi'ee  with  his  ccnlfitution.  So  much  was  lie 
incenfed  by  this  unhappy  circumilance  of  mv  conduct, 
which  was  void  of  ail  intention  to  offend  him,  that  he 
detenniiied  to  be  revenged  of  me  for  my  indifcretion  j 
aikl,  at  fupper,  chancing  to  fit  between  two  veiy  hand- 
fome  ladies  (one  of  whom  is  lately  dead,  and  the  other, 
at  prefect,  my  neighbour  in  the  country)  he  affcftedaii 
air  of  gaiety,  and  openly  coquetted  with  them  both. 

'  This  was  not  the  only  punirnment  he  infiifted  011 
his  innocent  wife.  In  the  courfe  of  our  entertainment, 
we  engaged  in  fome  fimple  diverfion,  in  confequence  of 
which  the  gentlemen  v/cre  ordered  to  falute  the  ladies  j 
when  Lord  vV ,  in  perfonning  this  cciTimand,  un- 
kindly neglecled  me  in  my  turn  j  and  I  had  occafion 
for  all  my  diicretion  and  pride,  to  conceal  from  the 
company  the  agonies  I  felt  at  this  mark  of  inditference 
and  difrefpeSl.  However,  I  obtained  the  vicloiy  ever 
myi'elf,  and  pretended  to  laugh  at  his  hufoand-like  be- 
haviour, while  the  tears  ifood  in  my  eyes,  and  my  heait 
fwelled  even  to  burfting. 

'  We  broke  up  about  fiVe,  after  having  fpent  the 
moft  tedious  evening  I  had  ever  known ;  and  this  of- 
tciued  lover  wiut  to  bed  in  a  flate  of  lliUen  fiience  and 

diiguit. 
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diigiilt.  "Whatever  deiire  I  had  to  come  to  an  expla-^ 
nation,  I  thought  niyitlf  lb  much  aggrieved  by  his  un- 
rcafonable  prejudice,  that  I  couid  not  prevail  upon  my- 
ftli'  to  deraand  a  coni'erence,  till  after  his  firft  nap, 
when  my  pride  givmg  way  to  my  tcnderneis,  I  claipcd 
him  in  my  ai'ms,  though  he  pretended  to  diicourage 
thefe  advances  of  ray  love:  I  afked  how  he  could  be  lb 
unjuft  as  to  take  umbrage  at  my  civility  to  a  man 
whom  he  knew  I  had  refilled  for  his  fake.  I  chid  him 
for  his  barbarous  endeavours  to  awake  my  jealouiy, 
andufed  iuchirrenitible  arguments  in  my  own  vindica- 
tion, that  he  was  convinced  of  my  innocence,  fealed  my 
acquitalwith  a  kind  embrace,  and  we  maitually  enjoyed 
the  fort  tranfports  of  a  fl^nd  reconciliation. 

'  Never  v/as  pafTion  m^ore  eager,  delicate  or  um-e- 
leiTed,  than  that  which  glowed  witiiln  our  brealta. 
Far  from  being  cloyed  with  the  pofilnicnof  each  otlier, 
our  raptures  leemed  to  increafe  v.'ith  the  term  of  cur 
union.  When  we  vi-ere  parted,  though  but  for  a  few 
hours,  by  the  neccllary  avocations  of  life,  we  were  un- 
happy during  thai  brief  ieparation,  and  met  again, 
like  lovers  who  know  no  joy  but  in  one  another's  pre- 
fence.  How  many  delicious  evenings  did  we  fpend  to- 
gether,  iii  our  little  apartment,  arcer  we  had  ordeitd 
the  candies  to  be  taken  away,  that  we  might  enjoy  the 
agreeable  reflecliou  of  the  moon  in  a  fine  fummer's 
evening.  Such  a  mild  and  foiemn  fcene  naturally  dif- 
pofes  the  mind  to  peace  and  benevolence  5  but  when 
improved  with  the  converfation  of  the  mian  one  loves, 
it  fills  the  imagination  with  ideas  of  ineffable  delight  1 
For  my  own  part,  I  can  fafely  fay,  my  heart  was  lb 
wholly  engroiTed  by  m.y  huiband,  that  I  never  took 
pleaiiire  in  any  diverilon  where  he  was  not  perfonally 
concerned  ;  nor  was  I  ever  guiity  of  one  thought  repug- 
nant to  my  d\ity  and  my  love. 

*  In  the  autumn  we  fee  out  for  the  North,  and 
were  met  on  the  rode  by  the  duke  and  twenty  gentle- 
men, who  ccndufled  us  to  H n,  where  we  lived  in 

all  imaginable  Julendour.     His  prace,  at  that  time, 

maintained 
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maintained  above  an  hundred  ferv'ants,  with  a  band 
of  mulick,  which  always  performed  at  dinner  j  kept 
open  table,  and  was  viuted  by  a  great  deal  or  company. 
The  ceconomy  of  liis  houfe  was  fuperintended  by  his 
eldeft  filler,  a  beautitul  young  lady  of  an  amiable  tem- 
per, with  whom  I  foon  contracted  an  intimate  friend- 
Ihip.     She  and  the   duke  uied  to  rally  me  upon  my 

fondnefs  for  Lord  W m,  who  was  a  fort  or  an  Ini- 

mourift ,  and  apt  to  be  in  a  pet,  in  which  cafe  he  would 
leave  the  company,  and  go  to  bed  by  fcven  o'clock  in 
the  ev'tning.  On  thefe  occafions,  I  always  difappeared, 
giving  up  every  coniideraticn  to  that  of  plcafing  my 
hufband,  notwithftanding  the  ridicule  of  his  relations, 
who  taxed  me  with  having  fpoiled  him  with  tco  much 
indulgence.  But  hew  could  I  expi-efs  too  muci^ 
tendernefs  and  condcfcenfion,  for  a  man  who  doared 
upon  me  to  fuch  excels,  thatv/hen  buimefs  obliged  him 
to  leave  me,  he  always  inatched  the  firft  opportunity  to 
return,  and  often  rode  through  darknefs,  Hgitcs,  and 
tempefts,  to  my  arm.s  ! 

*  Having  Hayed  about  kvtn  months  in  this  place,  I 
found  myielf  in  a  fair  way  of  beiiig  a  mother  j  and  thar 
I  might  be  near  my  own  relations,  in  liich  an  intereft- 
ing  lituation,  I  and  my  dear  coI^.panion  departed  from 

H n,  not  without  gi'eat  reiudance ,-  for  I  was  fond 

of  the  Scots  in  general,  who  treated  me  v^"ith  great  hoi- 
pitalityand  refpect;  and  to  this  day,  they  pay  me  the 
compiimenL  or  faying,  I  was  one  of  the  bell  wives  in 
that  countr)^,  wliich  is  £o  jufdy  celebrated  for  good 
women. 

*  Lord  W m  having  attended  me  to  my  father's 

houfe,  vv'as  obliged  to  return  to  Scotiai:d  to  fupport  his 
intercit  in  being  elected  member  of  parliament ;  lb  that 
he  took  his  leave  of  m.e,  with  a  full  refolution  of  feeing 
me  again,  before  the  time  of  my  lying-in ;  and  all  the 
com.fcr!:  I  enjoyed  in  his  ab fence,  was  thepeniild  of  his 
letters,  which  I  punctually  received,  together  Vv'ith  thole 
of  liii  filter,  who  from  time  ;o  time  favoured  me  v/itii 
afiurances  of  his  conftanc)'  and  devotion.     Indeed  thefe 
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teltimonlals  were  necefiary  to  one  of  my  dirpofition;  for 
I  was  none  of  thofe  who  could  be  contented  with  half 
an  heart.  I  could  not  even  fpare  one  complacent  look 
to  any  other  woman,  but  expected  the  undivided  ho- 
mage of  his  love.  Had  I  been  dilappointed  in  this 
expe61ation,  I  fliould,  (though  a  wife)  have  rebelled 
or  died. 

•  Meanwhile  my  parents  treated  me  with  great  ten- 
dernefs,  intending  that  Lord  W m  Ihould  be  fet- 
tled in  a  houfe  of  his  own,  and  accommodated  with  my 
fortune,  and  his  expcftations  from  the  queen  were  veiy 
ianguine,  when  I  was  taken  ill,  and  delivered  of  a  dead 
child;  an  event  which  afiefted  me  extrem.ely.  When 
I  underftood  the  extent  of  my  m.Isfort\me,  my  heart 
throbbed  with  fuch  violence,  that  my  breaft  could  fcarcs 
contain  it ;  and  my  anxiety  being  aggravated  by  the 
abfence  of  my  lord,  produced  a  dangerous  fever,  of 
which  he  was  no  fooner  apprized  by  letter,  than  he 
cam.e  poft  from  Scotland  ;  but  before  his  arrival,  I  was 
luppoied  to  be  in  a  fair  way. 

*■  During  this  journey,  he  was  tortured  v/ith  all  that 
terrible  iulpenfe,  which  prevails  in  the  minds  of  thofe 
who  are  in  danger  of  loiing  that  which  is  moft  dear  to 
them ;  and  when  he  entered  the  houfe,  was  fo  much 
ovcrv/helmed  with  apprelienfion,  that  he  durft  not  en- 
quire about  the  ftate  of  my  health. 

'  As  for  my  part,  I  never  clofed  an  eye  from  the 
time  on  which  I  expefted  his  return ;  and  v.-hen  I  heard 
his  voice,  I  threw  open  my  curtains,  and  fat  up  in  the 
bed  to  receive  him,  though  at  the  hazard  of  mv  life* 
He  run  towards  me  with  all  the  eagernefs  of  paffion, 
and  claiped  me  in  his  arms  ;  he  kneeled  by  the  bed 
fide,  killed  my  hand  a  thouiand  times,  and  wept  with 
traufports  of  tendernefs  and  joy.  In  iliort,  this  meet- 
ing was  fo  p-ithetick,  as  to  overcom>e  my  enfeebled  con- 
ftitutlon  ;  and  we  were  parted  by  thofe  who  were  wiiei' 
than  ourfelves,  and  law  nothing  was  fo  proper  for  us 
as  a  little  repofe. 

*  But   how  flrali  I   rehte  ths  deplorable  tranfitlon, 

from 
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from  envied  happinels  to  excefs  of  miiery,  which  I  now 
fuftained  !  My  month  was  hardly  up,  when  my  dear 
hufnand  was  taken  ill ;  perhaps  the  fatigue  of  body  as 
well  as  of  mind,  which  he  had  undergone  on  my  ac- 
count, occalicned  a  fatal  ferment  in  his  blood,  and  his 
health  fell  afacrifice  to  his  love.  Phyficians  were  called 
from  London  5  but,  alas  i  they  brought  no  hopes  of  his 
recovery.  By  their  advice,  he  was  removed  to  town, 
for  the  convenience  of  being  pun6tually  attended. 
Eveiy  moment  was  too  preciovis  to  be  thrown  away ; 
he  was  therefore  immediately  put  into  the  coach,  though 
the  day  was  far  fpent ;  and  I,  though  exceedingly 
weak,  accompanied  him  in  the  journey,  which  wai 
perfonr.ed  by  the  light  of  flambeaus,  and  rendered  un- 
fpeakably  fiiccking,  by  the  difmai  apprehenfion  of 
loiing  him  every  moment. 

*  At  length,  however,  we  arrived  at  our  lodgings  in 
Pall  Mall,  where  I  lay  by  him  on  the  floor,  and  attend- 
ed the  ifllie  of  his  diilem.per,  in  all  the  agonies  of  hor- 
ror and  deipair.  In  a  little  time  his  malady  fettled 
upon  his  brain,  and  in  his  delirium,  he  uttered  fuch 
dreadful  exclamations,  as  were  fuflicient  to  pierce  the 
moft  favage  heart.  What  eifeft  then  mult  they  have 
had  on  mine,  which  was  fraught  with  every  fentlment 
of  the  moft  melting  affeclion!  It  was  not  a  common 
gi-icf  that  took  poffefhon  of  my  foul ;  I  felt  all  the  ag- 
gravation of  the  moft  acute  dlftrefs.  I  Ibmetlmes  ran 
down  to  the  ftreet  in  a  fit  of  diftra6lIon ;  I  fent  for  the 
doctors  every  minute;  I  wearied  Heaven  with  my 
prayers  :  even  now  my  lieart  aches  at  the  remembrance 
•of  what  I  fufi:ered,  and  I  cannot  without  trembling 
proceed  with  the  wocfui  llorN*. 

'  After  having  lain  irilenfible  fome  days,  he  recover- 
ed the  ufe  of  I'peech,  and  called  upon  my  name,  which 
lie  had  a  thoufand  times  repeated  while  he  was  bereft 
cf  reafon.  All  hope  of  his  life  was  now  relinquished, 
and  I  was  led  to  his  bed-fide  to  receive  his  laft  adieu, 
being  directed  to  fumm.on  all  my  fortitude,  and  fup- 
prt'ls  my  IbiTOv/,  that  he  might  not  be  diflurbed  by  my 
G  a  agitation. 
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agitation.'  I  coliefted  all  my  reibliition  to  fupportme 
in  this  aff'e6lirig  fcene.  I  faw  my  dear  lord  in  extremity. 
The  beauties  of  his  youth  were  all  decayed  5  yet  his  eyes, 
.thou£jh  languid, retained  unipcakable  Iweetnefs  and  ex- 
prefiion.  He  felt  his  end  approaching,  put  forth  his  hand, 
and  with  a  look  full  of  complacency  and  benevolence, 
uttered  liich  a  tender  tale — — Good  Heaven !  how  had  I 
deferved  fuch  accumulated  a{fli6lion  !  the  bare  remem- 
.brance  of  which  now  melts  me  into  tears  !  Hximan  na- 
ture covdd  not  undergo  mv  fituation,  without  fufferlng 
an  extafy  of  grief!  I  clafped  him  in  my  arms,  and 
killed  him  a  thoufand  times,  with  the  moft  violent  emo- 
tions of  woe;  but  I  was  torn  from  his  embrace,  and  in  a 
little  time  he  was  ravifhed  for  ever  from  my  view. 

*  On  that  fatal  morning,  which  put  a  period  to  his 

life,  I  faw  the  Duchefs  of  L appro2x;h  my  bed, 

and,  h"om  her  appearance,  concluded  that  he  was  no 
more ;  yet  I  begged  (he  would  not  coniirm  the  unhav>py 
prefage,  by  announcing  his  death ;  and  ilie  accordingly 
preferred  the  moft  emphatick  filcnce.  I  got  up,  and 
trod  foftiy  over  his  head,  as  if  I  had  been  afraid  of  in- 
terrupting his  repofe.  Alas!  he  was  no  longer  e'en- 
fible  of  fuch  dillurbance.  I  was  feized  with  a  ftupe- 
fa6fion  of  forrow :  I  thiTw  up  the  window,  and  look- 
ing around,  thought  the  fun  fnone  with  the  moil  difmal 
afpeft  5  every  thing  was  folitary,  chearlefs,  and  replete 
with  horror. 

*  In  this  condition  I  was,  by  the  dire6lion  of  my- 
friend,  conveyed  to  her  houfe,  where  my  faculties  were 
i'o  overpowered  by  the  load  of  angaiifli  which  opprefled 
me^  that  I  know  not  what  paffed  during  the  firlt  days 
of  my  unhappy  widov/hoocl ;  this  only  I  knov/,  the 

.kind  duchei's  treated  me  v/ith  all  imaginable  care  and 
compafTion,  and  carried  me  to  hercoTintry-houfe,  whei-e 
I  ftayed  feme  months;  during  which,  flie  endeavoured 
to  comfort  me  with  all  the  amufements  fhe  could  in- 
vent, and  laid  ms  under  fuch  obligations,  as  fliall  never 
be  erafed  from  my  remembrance  :  yet,  notwithllanding 
all  her  care  and  concern,  I  v/as,  by  my  excefs  of  grief, 

plunged 
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piuncced  into  a  Inngiiifriing  ciiitcmper,  for  wliicli  mj 
phvilci-^ms  advifed  me  to  drink  the  Bath  waters. 

*  In  compliance  with  this  preicription,  I  went  thl- 
ilier  towards  the  end  of  fummer,  and  found  ferae  bene- 
fit by  adhering  to  their  directions  j  thcngh  I  feidom 
went  abroad,  except  when  I  vifited  my  lilter-in-law, 
who  was  there  with  the  princefs  ;  and  upon  thefe  ccca- 
fions,  I  never  failed  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  com- 
pany, who  were  ftnick  with  the  appearance  of  fuch  a 
young  creature  in  weeds.  Nor  was  I  free  from  the 
perfecution  of  profcffcd  admirers  ;  but  being  dead  to 
all  jov,  I  was  deaf  to  the  voice  of  adulation. 

'  About  Chriilmas,  I  repaired  to  my  father's  houfe, 
where  ir.y  forrows  were  revived  by  ever)'  obje<51  that  re- 
called the  idea  of  my  dear  lamented  lord.  But  thefe 
melancholy  reflections  I  was  obliged  to  bear,  becaufe 
I  had  no  other  home  or  habitation,  being  left  an  un- 
provided v/idow,  altogether  dependent  on  the  affection 
of  my  ovv^n  family. 

*  During  this  winter,  divers  overtures  were  made  to 
my  father,  by  people  v/ho  dem^anded  me  in  miarriage  ; 
but  my  heart  was  net  yet  fufficiently  weaned  from  raj 
former  pafiion,  to  admit  the  thoughts  of  another  maf- 
ter.  Among  thefe  tliat  prefented  their  propcfais,  was 
a  certain  young  nobleman,  who,  upon  the  firit  news  of 

Lord  W ni's  death,  came  poft  from  Paris,  in  order 

to  declare  his  pafPion.  Hemiade  his  finl  appearance  ia 
a  hired  chariot  and  iix,  accompanied  by  a  big  fat  fei- 
lovv',  Vv^iom  (as  I  afterwards  learned)  he  had  engaged 
to  found  his  praifes,  with  the  promife  of  a  thcufaud 
pounds,  m  lieu  of  v^hich  he  paid  him  with  forty.  Whe- 
ther it  was  with  a  yitw  of  fcreenlng  himfeli  from  the 
cold,  orof  m.aking  a  comfortable  medium  in  cafe  of 
being  overturned,  and  falling  under  his  weighty  com- 
panion, I  know  not ;  but  certain  it  is,  the  carriage  was 
ituued  with  hay,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  when  he  ar- 
rived, the  fen'snts  were  at  fome  pains  in  rumm.aging 
and  removing  it,  before  they  could  come  at  their  maf- 
ter,  or  help  him  to  alight.     When  he  was  lifted  cut  of 

"    G  3  the 
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the  chariot,  he  exliibited  a  very  ludicrous  figure  to  the 
view;  he  was  a  thin,  meagre,  fliivenng  creature,  of  a 
low  ftature,  with  little  black  eyes,  a  long  nofe,  lallovv 
compiexlon,  and  pitted  v^'ith  the  fmall-pox  ;  drelled  in 
a  coat  of  ligliL  brown  frieze  lined  with  pink-coloured 
fhag,  a  monftrous  folltaire  and  bag,  and  (if  I  ren-.em- 
ber  aright)  a  pair  of  huge  jack-boots.  In  a  word,  his 
v/hole  appear?jice  was  lb  little  calculated  for  infpiring 
love,  that  I  had  (on  the  (trength  of  feeing  him  once  before 
at  Oxford)  fet  him  down  as  the  laft  man  on  earth  whom 
I  would  chufe  to  v/ed ;  and  I  will  venture  to  affirm, 
that  he  v/as  in  every  particular  the  very  reverfe  of  my 
late  hufband. 

'  As  my  father  was  not  at  home,  he  ftayed  but  one 
evening,  and  left  his  eirand  with  my  mother,  to  whom 
he  was  as  difagreeable  as  to  myitlf ;  fo  that  his  propo- 
fal  v/as  abiblutcly  reje61ed ;  and  I  heard  no  more  of 
him  during  the  ipace  of  three  whole  months  j  at  the 
expiration  ot  which  I  went  to  town,  v/here  this  miorti- 
f^'ing  figure  prefented  itfelf  again,  and  renewed  his 
fuit,  offering  fuch  advantageous  tenns  of  fettlement, 
that  my  father  began  to  relilh  the  m.atch,  and  warmly 
recommended  it  to  my  conlideration. 

*  Lord  W m's  relations  advifed  me  to  em^brace 

the  opportunity  of  making  myfelf  independent ;  all  my 
acquaintance  plied  m^e  with  arguments  to  the  fame  pur^ 
pole:  I  was  uneafy  at  home,  and  indifferent  to  all 
mankind.  I  v/cighed  the  motives  with  the  objeftions, 
and  with  reluctance  yielded  to  the  importunity  of  m^y 
friends. 

*  In  confequence  of  this  determhiation,  the  little  gen- 
tleman was  permitted  to  vifit  me  ;  and  the  manner  of 
his  addrefs  did  net  at  all  alter  the  opinion  I  had  con- 
ceived of  his  character  and  underifanding.  I  was  even 
fliocked  at  the  proi'pecl  of  manying  a  man  whom  I 
could  not  love ;  and,  in  order  to  dlfDurben  my  own 
confcience,  took  an  opportunity  of  teilmg  him  one 
evening,  as  we  fat  oppofite  to  each  other,  that  it  was 
not  in  my  power  to  command  my  affcdion,  and  there- 
fore 
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fore  he  could  not  expeft  the  poffeirion  of  my  heart. 

Lord  W m's  indulgence  having  fpoiled  me  for  a 

v/ife ;  neverthelefs,  I  \\Tjuld  endeavour  to  conu-act  a 
friendfiiip  for  him,  v/hich  would  entirely  depend  upon 
his  own  behavioiu". 

*  To  this  declaration  he  replied  (to  my  great  fur- 
prize)  that  he  did  not  defire  me  to  love  him,  my  fhend- 
ihlp  v/as  fufficient  j  and  next  day  repeated  tiiis  ftrange 
inilance  cf  moderation  in  a  letter,  v/hich  I  communir 
cated  to  my  filler,  v/ho  laughed  heartily  at  the  contents, 
and  perfuaded  me,  that  lince  I  could  love  no  m.an,  he 
was  the  properett  perfon  to  be  my  hulhand, 

'  Accordingly,  the  wedding-clo^iths  and  equipage 
being  prepared,  the  day — tke  fatal  day  ^zvas  fix:^d!  oil 
the  morning  of  which  I  went  to  the  houfe  of  my  bro- 
ther-in-law, Duke  H ,  who  loved  me  tenderly,  and 

took  my  leave  of  the  family  ;  a  family  which  I  iliali 
always  remember  with  love,  honour,  and  elteem.  His 
grace  received  me  in  the  mo't  aifcctionate  manner,  fay- 
ing, at  parting,   "  Lady  W ,   if  he  does  not  ufe 

you  well,  I  will  take  you  back  again." 

*  The  bridegroom  and  I  met  at  Ox Chaye!, 

where  the  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  Blftiop  of 

W ,  in  prefcnce  ot  his  lordfhip's  mother,  mv  father, 

aiid  another  lady.  The  nuptial-knot  being  tied,  we  fet 
out  for  my  father's  houfe  in  the  countiy,  and  pioceeded 
full  twenty  miles  on  cur  journey,  before  my  lord  opened 
his  m.outh  ;  my  thoughts  having  been  all  that  time  era- 
ployed  on  ibrncthing  quite  foreign  to  my  prefent  fitua- 
tion  5  for  I  was  then  but  a  giddy  girl  of  eighteen.  At 
length  my  father  broke  filence,  and  clapping  his  lord- 
fhip  on  the  Hioulder,  told  him  he  was  but  a  dull  bride- 
^oom }  upon  which^  my  lord  gave  him  to  underitand, 
tiiat  he  was  out  of  ipirits.  This  dejcftion  continued 
all  the  day,  notwithftanding  the  refreilnnent  of  a  plen« 
tiful  dinner,  which  he  ate  upon  the  road  j  and  in  the 
evening  we  arrived  at  the  place  of  oin-  dcitinaticn, 
vvhere_we  were  kindly  received  by  ray  mother,  though 

llie. 
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fhe  had  no  liking  to  the  match  j  and  after  Tapper,  we 
retired  to  our  apartment. 

^  It  was  here  that  I  had  occafion  to  perceive  the  moft 
difagreeable  contraft  between  my  prefent  help-mate  and 
my  fciTner  lord.  Inftead  of  flying  to  ray  arms  with  all 
the  eagernsfs  of  love  and  rapture,  this  manly  reprefen- 
tativefat  moping  in  a  corner,  like  a  criminal  on  exe- 
cutioii-day,  and  ovmed  he  was  afliamed  to  bed  a  wo- 
man, whofe  hand  he  had  fcarce  ever  touched. 

*  I  could  not  help  being  aftefted  with  this  puiilla- 
niraous  behaviour;  I  remembered  Lord  W — —m,  while 
I  fui'veyed  the  objeft  before  me,  and  made  fuch  a  com- 
parifcn  as  filled  me  vvith  horror  and  difguft :  nay,  to 
fuch  a  degree  did  my  avcrHon  to  this  phantom  prevail, 
that  I  began  to  fweat  with  anguifn  at  the  thought  of 
being  fabjeited  to  his  pleafure :  and  when,  after  a  long 
-hentation,  he  ventured  to  approach  me,  I  trembled  as 
if  I  had  been  expofed  to  the  embraces  of  a  rattle-fnake. 
Nor  did  the  efforts  of  his  love  diminiili  this  antipathy. 
His  attempts  were  like  the  pawings  of  an  imp,  fent 
from  hell  to  feize  and  torment  fome  guilty  wretch, 
fuch  as  are  exhibited  in  fome  dramatick  perfonnance, 
which  I  never  fee  afted  without  rememibering  my  wed- 
ding-night. By  fuch  fliadowy,  unfubftantiai  vexati- 
ous behaviour,  was  I  tantalized  and  robbed  of  my 
repofe ;  and  early  next  morning  I  got  up,  with  a 
moft  fovereign  contempt  for  my  bed-fellov/,  who  in- 
dulged himfelf  in  bed  till  elever;. 

*  Having  pafled  a  few  days  in  this  place,  I  went 
home  v/ith  him  to  his  houfe  at  Twickenham  ;  and  foon 
after  Vs^e  were  preferited  at  court,  when  the  queen  was 
pleafed  to  fay  to  my  lord's  mother,  flie  did  not  doubt 
but  we  ihould  be  an  happy  couple,  for  I  had  been  a  good 
wife  to  my  former  hufband. 

'  Whatever  deficiencies  I  had  to  complain  of  in  my 
new  ipoufe,  he  v^'as  not  wanting  in  point  of  liberality  : 
I  was  prefented  with  a  very  fine  chariot  ftudded  with 
filver  nails,  and  fuch  a  profufion  of  jewels  as  furnifned 
a  joke  to  fome  of  my  acquaintsnce,  wlio  obfcryed  that 

I  was 
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I  was  formerly  Qu^een  of  Hearts,  but  now  metamor- 
phoiM  into  the  Queen  of  Diamonds.  I  now  alio  hfid 
an  opportunity  (which  I  did  not  let  (lip)  of  paying 

Lord  W m's  debts  from  my  privy  purfe :   and  on 

that  fcore  received  the  thanks  of  his  elder  brother,  who 
{though  he  had  undertaken  to  dilchai-ge  them)  delayed 
the  execution  of  his  purpofe  longer  than  I  thought  they 
ihould  remain  unpaid.  This  uncommon  fplendor  at- 
tracted the  eyes  and  envy  of  my  competitors,  who  were 
the  more  implacable  in  their  refentments,  becaulivnot- 
withftanding  my  marriage,  I  was  as  much  as  ever  fol- 
lowed by  the  men  of  gallantry  and  pleafure,  among 
whom  it  is  a  conltant  maxim,  that  a  woman  never 
wltholds  her  affections  from  her  hufband  without  an 
intention  to  beftow  them  fomev/here  elfe.  I  never  ap- 
peared without  a  train  of  admirers,  and  my  houfe  in 
the  countiy  was  always  crouded  with  gay  young  men 
of  quality. 

'  Among  thofe  who  cultivated  my  good  ojaces  with 

the  greatelf  fKiU  and  afiiduity,  were  the  Earl  C , 

and  Mr.  S ,  brother  to  Lord  F .     The  former 

of  whqm,  in  the  courfe  of  his  aJdrefies,  ti-eated  mewith 
zn  entertainment  of  furprizing  magnificence,  difpofed 
into  a  dinner,  fupper,  and  ball  j  to  which  I,  at  his  de- 
fire,  invited  tleven  ladies,  whom  he  paired  with  the  like 
number  of  his  own  fex;  fo  that  the  whole  company 
amounted  to  twenty-four.  We  were  regaled  v/ith  a 
moft  elegant  dinner.  In  an  apartment  which  was  alto- 
gether fuperb,  and  ferved  by  gentlemen  only,  no  livei-y 
.lervant  being  peiTnitted  to  come  within  the  door.  In 
the  afternoon  we  embarked  in  two  fpiendid  barges,  be- 
ing attended  by  a  band  of  muhck  in  a  third;  and  en- 
joyed a  delightful  evening  upon  the  river,  till  the  twi- 
light, when  we  returned  and  began  the  ball,  which  was 
condu6led  with  fuch  order  and  taife,  that  mirth  and 
^o-od-humour  prevafled.  No  difTatisfaiStion  appeared, 
except  in  the  countenance  of  one  old  maid,  fmce  mar- 
ried to  a  fon  of  the  Duke  of ,  who  thougli   fne 

would  not  refufe  to  partake  of  fuch  an  agreeable  enter- 
tainment, 
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tainment,  was  diiplealed  that  I  fliould  have  the  honour 
of  inviting  her.  O  baleful  Envy  !  thou  felf-torment- 
ing  fitnd !  How  doft  thou  predomhiate  in  all  aflem- 
blies,  from  the  grand  gala  of  a  court  to  the  meeting  of 
limple  peafants  at  their  harveft-home !  Nor  is  the  pre- 
valence of  this  fordid  pafTion  to  be  wondered  at,  if  we 
confider  the  weaknefs,  pride,  and  vanity  of  oiu-  iex. 
The  prefence  of  one  favourite  man  fliail  poifon  the  en- 
joyment of  a  whole  company,  and  produce  the  moft 
rancorous  enmity  betwixt  the  clofeft  friends. 

*  I  danced  with  the  mafter  of  the  ball,  who  employed 
all  the  artillery  of  his  eloquence  in  making  lovej  yet  I 
did  not  liften  to  his  addrefles,  for  he  was  not  to  my 
taile,  though  he  pofleffed  an  agreeable  perfon,  and  a 
good  acquired  underilanding ;  but  he  was  utterly  igno- 
rant of  that  gentle  prevailing  art  which  I  afterwards 

experienced  in  Mr.  S ,  and  which  was   the  only 

method  he  could  have  fuccefsfully  pra6lifed,  in  feduc- 
ing  a  young  woman  like  me,  born  with  fentiments  of 
honour,  and  trained  up  in  the  paths  of  religion  and  vir- 
tue. This  young  gentleman  was,  indeed,  abfolutcly 
mafter  of  thofe  infmuatlng  qualifications  which  few 
women  of  pafTion  and  fenfibility  can  refill: ;  and  had  a 
perlbn  every  way  adapted  for  profiting  by  thel'e  infidu- 
ous  talents.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  human 
heart,  confcious  of  his  own  power  and  capacity,  and  ex- 
ercifed  thefe  endowments  with  unwearied  perfeverance. 
He  was  tall  and  thin,  of  a  fliape  and  iize  perfecily  agree- 
able to  my  tafte,  with  large  blue  eloquent  eyes,  good 
teeth,  and  a  long  head  turned  to  gallantry.  His  beha- 
viour was  the  ftandard  of  politen.efs,  and  all  his  ad- 
vances were  conducted  with  the  moll  profound  refpe6l  j 
which  is  the  moft  effeflual  expedient  a  man  can  ufe 
againft  us,  if  he  can  find  means  to  perfuade  us  that  it 
proceeds  from  the  excefs  and  delicacy  of  his  pafiicn.  It 
is  no  other  than  a  filent  compliment,  by  which  our  ac- 
compiiiliments  are  continually  flattered,  and  pleafes  in 
proportion  to  the  fuppofed  underitandiiig  of  hiin  who 
pays  it,  *  By 
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^  *  By  thefearts  and  advantages  this  confummate  poll- 
tlclan  in  love  began  by  degrees  to  fap  the  foundations 
of  my  conjugal  faith ;  he  ftole  imperceptibly  into  my 
affeftion,  and  by  dint  of  opportunity,  which  he  well 
knew  how  to  improve,  ti-Iuraphed,  at  laft,  over  all  his 
rivals . 

'  Nor  was  he  the  only  perfon  that  difputed  my  heart 

with  Earl  C .     That  nobleman  was  alio  rivalled 

by  Lord  C —  H — ,  a  Scotclmian,  who  had  been  an  in- 
timate and  relation  of  my  former  hufband.  Him  I 
would  have  preferred  to  m.olt  of  his  competitors,  and 
actually  coquetted  with  him  for  fome  time :  but  the 
amour  was  interrupted  by  his  going  to  Ireland;  uuoii 
Vyhich  occafion,  underllanding  that  he  was  ]:ut  indif- 
j-erently  provided  with  money,  I  made  him  a  prefent  of 
a  gold  fnuff-box,  in  which  was  inclofed  a  bank-note  ; 
a  trifling  mark  of  my  efteem,  which  he  aftenvards  juf- 
tified  by  the  moft  grateful,  friendly,  and  genteel  beha- 
viour; and  as  we  con-efponded  by  letters,  I  fi-ankly 
told  him,  that  Mr.  S-^  had  ftepped  in,  and  won  the 
palm  from  all  the  reft  of  my  admirers. 

'  This  new  favourite's  mother  and  fifters,  who  lived 
in  the  neighbourhood,  were  my  conftant  comipa/lions  j 
and,  in  confequence  of  this  intimacy,  he  never  let  a  day 
pafs  without  paying  his  refpefts  to  me  in  perfon ;  nay, 
fo  ingenious  was  he  in  contriving  the  means  of  promot- 
ing his  fuit,  that  whether  I  rode  or  walked,  went 
abroad  or  ftayed  at  home,  he  was  always  of  courfe  ons 
of  the  party,  fo  that  his  ddign  feemed  to  engrofs  his 
whole  vigilance  and  attention.  Thus  he  ftudied  my 
difpofition,  and  eftablilhed  himfelf  in  my  good  opmon 
at_  the  fame  time.  He  found  m.y  heart  was  fufceptible 
of-  ever>-  tender  impreffion,  and  law  that  I  was  not  free 
trom  the  vanity  of  youth;  he  had  already  acquired  my 
iriendihip  and  efteem,  from  Vvhich  he  knew  there  v/as  a 
fhort  and  eafy  tranfition  to  love.  By  his  penetration 
chufmg  proper  feafons  for  the  theme,  he  urged  it  with 
fuch  pathetick  vows  and  artful  adulation,  zs  well 
might  captivate  a  young  wom^n  of  my  corr^plexion  and 

inejiperience. 
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inexperience,  and  circumilanced  as  I  w?.s,  with  a  hnC" 
band  whom  I  had  inch  reafon  to  r.eipil'e. 

'  Though  he  thus  made  an  inleniible  progrefs  in  my 
heart,  he  did  riot  hnd  my  virtue  an  ealy  conquefl- ;  and 
I  myfelf  was  ignorant  of  the  advantage  he  had  gained, 
with  regard  to  my  incHnations,  until  I  was  convinced 
of  his  fuccefs  by  an  alarm,  of  jealouf)'  which  I  one  day 
telt,  at  feeing  him  engaged  in  converfation  with  an- 
other lady.  I  forthwitii  recognized  this  f^/m.ptom  of 
love,  with  which  I  had  been  iormetiy  acquainted,  and 
trembled  at  the  difcovciy  of  my  own  weaknefs.  I  un- 
derwent a  ftrange  agitation  and  mixture  of  contrary 
fenlations  :  I  was  pleafed  with  the  pafTicn,  yet  afliamed 
of  avowing  it  even  to  m.y  own  mind.  The  rights  of  a 
hufband  (though  mine  was  but  a  nominal  one)  occur- 
red to  my  reflefticn,  and  virtue,  niodcfcy,  and  honour, 
forbade  me  to  cherifn  the  guilty  flame. 

'  When  I  encouraged  thefe  laudable  fcruples,  and  re- 
folvcd  to  facnhce  m.y  love  to  duty  and  reputation,  my 
lord  was  aimoft  every  day  employed  in  nding  polf  to 
my  father,  with  conipiaints  of  miy  conduft,  which  was 
hith.-rto  irreproachable ;  though  the  greateft  grievance 
which  he  pretended  to  have  fuifered,  was  my  refuf.ng 
to  comply  waih  his  defire,  when  he  entreated  m.e  to  lie 
a  whole  hour  ever)''  morning  with  my  neck  uncovered, 
tliat  by  gazir=g  he  might  quiet  the  perturbation  of  his 
fpirits.  From  this  requeii  you  m;ay  judge  of  the  man, 
Zii  well  as  of  the  i-egaixl  I  muft  enteriain  for  his  charac- 
ter and  r'iipofition. 

*  During  the  v/hole  fumimer  I  was  befieged  by  my 
artfai  undocr,  and  in  the  autumn  let  out  v/ith  my  lord 
fcr  Bath ;  where,  by  reafon  of  the  iiitimacy  that  iiib- 
/ilted  between  ou.'  families,  we  lived  in  the  fame  houie 
with  my"  lover  aiid  his  iilter,  who,  w^ith  another  agree- 
able young  lady,  accompanied  u>  in  this  expedition. 
By  this  time  Mr.'  S —  had  exported  trom.  me  a  ccnfef- 
{ionoi'  amucual  flame  5  though  I  alfured  him  that  it 
iiiouI'J  nevtr  induce  me  to  give  up  the  valuable  j:ohei- 
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of  offence.  I  offered  him  aii  the  enjo^-ment  he  cciiul 
reap  from  an  unrefen'ed  inLcrcourle  of  ibv.ls,  abftrs.cled. 
from  any  fenfnal  coniideraticn.  He  ess^erly  embraced 
the  Platonick  propofal,  becaiile  he  had  fagacity  enoueh 
to  forcfee  the  ifiue  of  fuch  chimerical  coritrafls,  and 
knew  me  too  well  to  thiiik  die  could  accoiiiplinr  his 
p-ji-pofe  without  feeming  to  acquiefce  in  my  own  teiTns, 
and  caltivating  my  tendernefs  under  the  fpecious  pre- 
text. 

*  In  confequence  of  this  agreement,  we  took  all  op- 
portunities of  feeing  each  other  in  private  ;  and  thefe 
intei-views  were  fpent  in  mutual  proteftations  of  dian- 
tcreftcd  love.  This  correfpondence,  though  danger- 
ous, was  (on  my  fide)  equally  innocent  and  endearing  ; 
and  many  happy  hours  we  paifed,  before  my  fentiments 
were  difcovered.  At  length  my  lover  was  taken  ill, 
and  then  my  paffion  burft  out  beyond  the  power  of  con- 
cealment ;  my  grief  and  anxiety-  became  fo  ccnfpicu- 
ous  in  my  countenance,  and  my  behaviour  was  fo  in- 
diicreet,  that  eveiy  body  in  the  houfe  perceived  the 
fituation  of  my  thoughts,  and  blamed  my  conduft  ac- 
cordingly. 

'  Certain  it  is,  I  was  extremeh'  iinpiiident,  though 
intentionally  innocent.  I  have  lain  whole  nights  by 
my  lord,  who  teazed  and  tormented  me  for  that  vvhxh 
nither  I  could  give  nor  he  could  take,  and  mminated 
on  the  fatal  cc:ifequence  of  this  unhappy  flame,  until  I 
was  worked  into  a  fever  of  difquiet.  I  faw  there  was 
fafety  but  in  flight,  and  often  determined  to  banifh  my- 
felf  for  ever  from  the  fight  of  this  dangerous  intruder. 
But  my  refokiti  on  always  failed  at  the  approach  of  day, 
and  my  deiire  of  feeing  him  as  conftantiy  recurred.  60 
far  was  I  from  periuting  in  fuch  commendable  deter- 
minations, that,  on  the  eve  of  ctu-  departure  from  Bath, 
I  felt  the  keeneft  pangs  of  forrow  at  om-  approaching 
reparation  ;  and  as  we  could  not  enioy  our  private  in- 
terviews at  my  houfe  in  tcvn,  I  prcmifed  to  vlfit  him 
at  his  own  apartm.ents,  after  he  had  fworn  by  all  that's 
iacred,  that  he  would  take  no  fuiifcir  advantage  of  my 
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condeicenfionjljy  prciimiing  upon  the  opportiuiities  I 
fliouid  give. 

*  He  kept  his  word ;  for  he  faw  I  trufted  to  it  with 
fear  and  trembling',  and  perceived  that  my  apprehen- 
fion  was  not  affefced,  but  the  natural  concern  of  a 
young  creature,  diftrafted  between  love  and  duty, 
whom  had  he  alarmed,  he  never  would  have  feen  within 
his  doors  again.  Iniiead  of  preffing  m.e  with  folicita- 
tions  in  favour  of  his  pafiion,  he  was  more  than  ever 
refpcclful  and  complailant  j  fo  that  I  found  myfelf  dif- 
engaged  of  all  reftraint,  conduced  the  converfation, 
Ihortened  and  repeated  my  vifits  at  my  own  pleafure, 
rill  at  laft  I  became  ib  accuftomed  to  this  communica- 
tion, that  his  hcufc  was  as  fam.iliar  to  me  as  my  own^ 

*  Having  in  this  manner  fecured  himfelf  in  my  con- 
fidence, he  relum.ed  the  favourite  topick  of  io\  e,  and 
warming  my  imagination  by  gradual  advances  on  the 
fubiecl,  ray  heart  began  to  pant ;  when  he  faw  me  thus 
moved,  he  fnatched  the  favourable  occafion  to  praftife 
all  his  eloquence  and  art.  I  could  not  refift  his  energy, 
nor  even  fly  from  the  temptation  that  afHiiled  me,  until 
lie  had  obtained  a  promife  that  he  ihould,  at  our  next 
meeting,  reap  the  fruits  of  his    tedious   expe6tation. 

Upon  this  condition  I  was  permitted  to  retire ;  and 
blefled  Heaven  for  my  efcape,  fnily  determined  to  con- 
tinue in  the  path  of  virtue  I  had  hilherto  trod,  and  ftiflc 
the  criminal  flame,  by  which  my  peace  and  reputation 
v^-ere  endangered.  But  his  idea  which  reigned  in  my 
heart  without  controul,  foon  baffled  all  thefe  prudent 
fuggeltions. 

*  I  faw  him  again  5  and  he  reminded  me  of  my  pro- 
mife, which  I  endeavoured  to  evade  with  affefled  plea- 
fantiy ;  \ipon  which  he  man.ifefied  the  utmofL  difplea- 
fure  and  chagrin,  fhedding  fome  crocodile  tears,  and 
upbraiding  me  with  levity  and  indifference.  He  ob- 
fei-ved,  that  he  had  folicited  my  favour  for  ten  leng 
months,  vv'ithout  intermiflion,  and  imagined  I  had  held 
out  fo  long  on  virtuous  motives  only !  but  now  he 
cauld  plainly  perceive  that  his  want  of  iiiccefs  had  been 

ov/ing 
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owing  to  my  want  of  afFeClion,  and  that  all  my  pro- 
feflions  were  iniincere  5  in  a  word,  he  penuaded  me, 
that  his  remonfirances  were  jull  and  realbnable.  I 
could  not  fee  the  affliction  of  a  man  I  loved,  ^^fhen  I 
knew  it  was  in  ray  power  to  remove  it ;  and  rather 
than  forfeit  his  opinionof  my  lincerity  and  love,  I  con- 
fented  to  liis  wifh.  My  heart  now  flutters  at  the  re- 
membrance of  the  dear,  though  fatal  indifcretion  ;  yet 
I  reflect  without  remorie,  and  even  remember  it  with 
plea  lure. 

*  If  I  could  not  avoid  the  cenfure  of  the  world,  I 
was  r-cfolved  to  bear  it  without  repining  3  and  fure  the 
guilt  (if  there  was  any  in  my  conduct)  was  but  venial; 
for  I  confidered  myfclf  as  a  perfon  abfolved  of  ail  ma- 
trimonial ties,  by  theinfignificance  of  Lord ,  who, 

though  a  nominal  hufband,  was  in  fa6t:  a  mere  non-en- 
tity, I  therefore  contracted  a  new  engagement  widi  my 
lover,  to  which  I  refolved  to  adhere  with  the  moll 
fcrupulous  iidelity,  without  the  leaft  intention  of  in- 
juring my  lord  or  his  relations  ;  for  had  our  mutual 
pafTion  produced  any  vifible  effects,  I  would  immedi- 
ately have  reno\mced   and  abandoned  my  hufband  for 

ever,  that  the  fniit  of  my  love  for  Mr.  S might  not 

have  inherited  to  the  detriment  of  the  right  heir.  This 
v/as  my  detennination,  which  I  thought  juft,  if  not 
prudent 5  and  for  which  I  have  mcuned  the, imputa- 
tion of  folly,  in  the  opinion  of  this  wife  and  honelf  ge- 
neration, by  whofe  example  and  advice  I  have,  lince 
that  time,  been  a  little  reformed  in  point  of  pruden- 
tials, though  I  Ifill  retain  a  ftrong  tendency  to  return 
to  my  primitive  way  of  thinking. 

'  When  I   quitted  Mr.  S ,  after  the  facrifice  I 

had  made,  and  returned  to  m.y  own  bed,  it  may  per- 
haps be  fuppofed  that  I  Heptbut  little.  True:  I  was 
kept  awake  by  the  joyful  impatience  of  revifitlng  my 
lover.  Indeed,  I  neglecled  np  opportxmity  of  flying  to 
his  arms :  when  Lord was  in  the  countiy,  we  en- 
joyed each  other's  company  without  interruption ;  but 
when  he  relided  in  town  oui-  correfpondsnce  v.-as  limited 
H2  to 
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to  ftolen  Inten-iews,  which  were  unrpeakably  delicious, 
as  genuine  love  preikied  at  the  entertainment. 

*  Such  was  my  happinefs,  in  the  ccurfe  of  this  ten- 
der communication,  that  to  this  clay  I  remember  it 
with  pleaiure,  though  it  has  coft  me  dear  in  the  iequel, 
and  was  at  that  tim.e  ^enjoyed  at  a  coniidei'able  expencej 
lor  I  devoted  rnylelf  io  er.tirely  to  m.y  lo\er,  who  was 
dciu-oiis  of  engrofilng  my  time  and  thoughts,  that  my 
acquaintance  which  was  very  numeroi^.s,  juftly  accufed 
me  ot  negle61:,  and  of  coniequence  cooled  in  their  friend  - 
fnips;  but  I  v^Rs'allfor  lo've,  cr  the  nxorld  luell  lojr. 
And  were  tlie  fame  opportunity  to  off;r,  I  would  a6l 
the  fame  conduft  over  again. 

*  Some  there  are  who  poiTiblv  may  v/onder  how  I 
could  love  twice  with  Inch  violence  of  affeaion ;  but 
ciU  fuch  cbfervers  muft  be  unacquainted  with  the  hu- 
man heart.  Miae  was  naturally  adapted  for  the  tender 
pafTions,  and  had  been  fo  fortunate,  fo  cheriflied  in  it's 
iirft  impreffions,  that  it  felt  v/lth  icy  tlie  iame  lenfa- 
tions  revive,  when  imluenced  by  the  fame  engaging 
qualifications.  Certain  it  is,  I  loved  the  fccond  time 
£s  well  as  the  llrft,  and  better  was  impolnble.  I  gave 
lip  myall  for  both:  fortune  and  my  father's  favou?for 
tne  one;  reputation,  friends,  and  fortune,  for  the  other, 
/ct,  noLwithftanding  this  Intimate  connexion,  I  did 

not  relmquiih  the  world  all  at  once ;  on  the  contrary, 
I  Itill  appeared  at  court,  and  attrafted  the  notice  and 
approbation  of  m^y  royal  patronefs  ;  I  danced  with  the 

^— —  of  W ,  a  circumftance  which  fo  nearlv  af- 

tefted  Mr.  S ,   who  was  prefent,  that,  in  order  to 

mamteft  his  refentment,  he  chofe  the  uglleft  woman  in 
tne  ball  for  his  partner;  and  I  no  fooner  perceived  his 
y.neaiinels  than  I  gave  over,  with  a  view  of  appeafino- 
Ins  dilpleafure.  ^^ 

^Without  repeating  particular  clrcumflances,  let  It 
Uimce  to  lay,  cur  m.utual  paffion  was  a  perfeft  copy  of 
that  which  had  fubJilled  between  me  and  ray  dear  Lord 

^'^ ^"-     It  was  jealous,  meltii^?,  and  delicate,  and 

chequered  with  little  accidents,  v/!uch  ferve  to  animate 

and 
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and  maintain  the  flame  in  it's  firlt  ardency  of  rapture. 
When  ir.v  lover  was  Tick,  I  attended  and  nurfed  him 
with  indefatigable  tendeniels  and  care  j  and  during  an 
indilpolition  which  I  caught  in  the  perfonnance  of  this 
agreeable  office,  he  difcharged  the  obligation  with  all 
the  warmth  of  fympathy  and  love. 

'  It  was,  however,  judged  neceiTary  by  the  phyficl- 
ans,  that  I  fhould  ufe  the  Bath  waters  for  the  recoveiy 
of  my  health ;  and  I  let  out  for  that  place,  glad  of  a 
pretence  to  be  abfent  from  Lord—- — ,  with  v/hom  I 
lived  on  very  unhappy  terms.  He  had,  about  nine 
months  after  our  marriage,  deiired  that  we  might  fleep 
in  leparate  beds,  and  gave  a  veiy  whimlical  reafon  for 
this  propofal.  He  faid,  the  immenfity  of  his  love  de- 
prived him  of  the  power  of  gratihcaiion,  and  that  Ibme 
commerce  with  an  obje£f ,  to  which  his  hcrart  was  not 
attached,  might,  by  dimini/liing  the  tranfports  of  his 
fpirits,  recompofe  his  nen^es,  and  enable  him  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  his  good  fortune. 

*  You  m.ay  be  fure  I  made  no  obie6fions  to  this  plan, 
which  was  immediately  put  in  execution.  He  made 
his  addreiTes  to  a  nymph  of  Drury  Lane,  whole  name 
(as  he  told  me)  was  Mrs,  Rock.  She  made  ihift  to 
extract  fome  money  from  her  patient ;  btit  his  infir- 
mity was  beyond  the  power  of  her  art,  though  flie 
made  !bme  mifchief  betv.^een  us  ;  and  I  communicated 

my  lu'picion  to  Duke  H ,  who  intended  to   have 

expoltulated  with  htr  upon  the  iubje6l  5  but  fhe  got  in- 
timation of -lis  defign,  and  faved  him  the  trouble  by  a 
precipitate  retreat. 

*  After  my  return  frcuTi  the  Bath,  v/here  Mr.  S— — 
and  I  had  lived  happily,  until  we  v/cre  interrupted  by 
the  arrival  of  my  huiband,  his  lordfhip  expreffed  an  in- 
clination to  be  my  bedfellow  agar^i.  In  this  particu- 
lar I  defired  to  be  exculed.  I  would  not  be  the  firft 
to  propofe  the  feparation,  which,  though  ulual  in  other 
countries,  is  contraiy  to  the  cuilom  of  England,  being 
iimvilling  to  furnilh  the  leail  handle  for  cenfui'e,  as  my 
ehara-^er  was  itUl  unblemi-hed  j  yet,  when  the  propo- 

H  3  iai 
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fal  came  from  him,  I  though  myielf  entitled  to  refuse 
a  re-i7)uon,  to  which  I  accordingly  objeaed. 

*  This  oppofidon  produced  aV-iarrcI,  which  rofe  to 
a  ffate  of  perpetual  animcrity ;  fo  diat  we  began  to  talk 
ot  parting.  My  lord  relifiied  the  expedienir,  agreeing 
to  add  three  hundred  pom^ds  a  year  to  ray  pin-money, 
v/hlch  by  the  bye  was  never  paid  ;  and  I  renounced  all 
,  fcate  aixl  grandeur,  to  live  in  a  fmall  houfe  that  I  hired 
a-:  Cafe  Horton,  where  I  paffed  my  time  for  two  months, 
ri  the  mofr  agreeable  retirement,  with  my  dear  lover. 
At  lengiih  I  was  difturbed  by  the  intnifion  of  my  lord, 
v/ho  moleiled  me  with  vifits  and  folicitations  to  return, 
pretending  that  he  had  changed  his  mind,  and  inhftinp- 
v-pon  my  ccmpllance  v/ith  his  defire.  ^ 

_  *  I  exhaufted  my  invention  in  endeavours  to  ev^de 
hisrequeii;  but  he  perfecu fed  me  without  ceafmg:  io 
tn^.tlwas  fain  to  capitulate,  on  condition  that  he 
rnould  immediately  let  out  forFj-ance;  and  that  he 
fn  'iLl  n  t  prefume  to  approach  m.y  htd  till  our  arrival 
T:t  Calais.  We  accordingly  departed  for  that  king- 
d-om;  and,  far  from  infringing  the  leaft  article  of  cur 
treaty,  his  lordihip  did  not  infill  on  his  r>rIvileo-e,  be- 
fore we  reached  the  capital  of  France. 

<  Meanwhile,  I  began  to  feel  the  efil-a  of  my  paf- 
fion  in  a  very  interefling  manner,  and  corr.municated 
my  difccvery  to  the  dear  author  of  it,  vv^ho  would  net 
]:-aye  me  in  fuch  an  affecling  fituasion,  but  took  the 
,  firft  oppcrtmiity  of  foil  owing  "us  to  France. 
\  *  In  our  road  to  Paris,  we  Hopped  to  vifit  Chantilly, 
r  magnificent  cliateau  belorigmg  to  tlie  Prince  of 
Conde,  and  there  met  by  accident  with  fome  Englifh 
noblemen,  to  whom  I  was  known.  The  prince  anc?  his 
iulers^in viced  me  very  politely  into  the  galleiy  where 
th&y  fat.  They  complimented  me  on  my  perfon,  and 
ieemed  to  admire  my  drefs,  which  vv^as  alto^-ether  new 
to_  them,  being  a  blue  Engliili  riding-habit  trimmed 
v.-lth  gold,  and  an  hat  with  a  feather.  They  were  par- 
t:cu-arly  well  pleaied  v/ith  my  hair,  which  himo;  dovv-n 
to  my  waiii:,  and  preffed  me  to  ftay  a  fortnight  at  their 
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hoiifc ;  an  invitation  which  I  was  verv  nuich  mortlrf 
fied  at  bein^-  obliged  to  refule,  becaule  ir.y  lord  did 
not  underiland  the  French  language.  I  was  inchanted 
with  the  place  and  the  company,  the  women  beino- 
amiable  and  the   men  polite;  nor  were  thty  ftrangef^ 

to  my  name  and  llory;  for   Mr.  S callino- at'the 

ian.e  place  a  few  days  aiier,  they  i-ailied  him  oii  my  ac- 
ccmit. 

When  we  arrived  at  Paris,  the  firft  thing  I  did 
was  to  metamorphofe  myielf  Into  a  Frenchwoman. 
I  cut  ■off  my  hair  j  hid  a  veiy  good  complexion  of  my 
ov/n  with  rouge :  reconciled  mj-felf  to  ])cwder,  which 
I  had  never  ufed  before  5  put  en  a  robe  with  a  lars:e 
hoop;  ?.nd  went  to  the  Tiuiilieries  full  of  fpirits  and 
joy  ;  for  at  that  time  evcr^-  thing  confpired  to  make  me 
happy.  I  had  health,  youth,  and  beauty,  love,  vanity, 
and  affluence,  and  found  myfclf  liirrounded  vt^ilh  diver-^ 
fions,  v/hich  were  gay,  new,  and  agj-eeable.  My  ap- 
peai-ance  dr^N  upon  me  the  eyes  of  the  v/hole  company, 
who  confidered  me  as  a  ftranger,  hut  not  a  ibreigner, 
fo  compleady  was  I  equipped  in  the  fafliion  of  the 
French ;  and  v>-hen  they  unuerftcod  wlio  I  was,  they 
applauded  my  pcrion  v/ith  the  molt  lavifli  encomiums, 
according  to  their  known  politeneiis. 

*  Afier  having  made  a  circuit  roimd  all  the  publick 
places  of  entertainment  in  Paris,  I  w^s  introduced  into 
company  by  an  Englifli  family  rcfding  in  that  city; 
and,  aircng  others,  became  acquainted  with  a  French 
lady,  whofe  charms  were  remarkably  attractive.  The 
Duke  of  K — : —  was  her  adm.irer  ;  but  ilie  lived  in  re- 
putation with  her  mother  and  an  agreeable  filler,  whole 

lover  vv'as  the  Prince  of  C •  (tor  almcit  every  lady 

in  France  has  her  aimant.') 

'  With  this  ciiarming  woman,  whofe  name  was  Ma- 
dame De  la  T ,  I  often  made  parties  of  pleafure. 

The  duke,  Mr.  S ,  /he  and  I,  ufed  to  meet  in  the 

Bcis  de  Boulogne,  which  is  a  pkaiine  v.'Ood  at  a  fmall 
dhtance  from  Paris,  v/hither  the  company  repairs,  in 
%hz  finnmer-leaicn,  for  the  benefit  of  the  air :  and  after 

liavinfiT 
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having  amiifed  ouriVIves  among  the  groves,  embarked 
in  his  grace's  equl;)age,  which  was  extremely  elegant, 
bwhig  a  calafn  drawn  by  lix  fine  iong-tailed  greys, 
adorned  with  ribb^rnds  in  the  French  taftej  and  thus 
we  were  conduced  to  a  little  enchanted,  or  at  Jeaft  en- 
chanting p-jlace  poiTefled  by  the  duke,  at  one  end  of  the 
town :  the  lower  apartment,  appropriated  to  me,  was 
furnifned  with  yellow  and  filvcr;  the  bed  unrounded 
with  looking-glafTes,  and  the  door  opened  into  the  gar- 
den, laid  out  in  a  cradle- walk,  and  intervening  parterres 
of  roles  and  other  flowers.  Above  fcairs  my  female 
coinpanion  lodged,  in  a  chamber  furnlHied  with  chintz. 
We  lupped  alf  together  in  the  faloon,  which,  though 
frnall,  was  perfe6ily  elegant.  The.  company  was  al- 
ways good-humoured,  the  converfation  iprightly  and 
joyous,  and  the  fccne,  though  often  repeated,  ibll  de- 
lightful and  entertaining. 

'  At  other  times.  Mi".  3 and  I  ufed  to  pafs  our 

evenings  at  the  palace  of  the  Prince  of  C ,  which 

bis  highneis  lent  us  for  our  accommodation.  The  apart- 
ments opened  into  the  gardens  oi  the  Luxembourg,  and 
w^re,  in  point  of  magnificence,  fuitable  to  the  ovv'ner. 
Thither  I  ufed  to  repair  in  a  flammg  equipage,  on  pre- 
tence of  vlfiting,  an  1  fpent  the  belt  part  of  the  night 
with  him,  who  was  dearer  to  me  than  all  the  princes  in 
the  world. 

'  While  I  was  happily  engaged  in  thefe  ravhliing 
parties,  my  little  lord  was  employed  in  efforts  to  reco- 
ver his  health  by  reitoratives,  and  I  know  not  what, 
for  he  ftill  lamented  the  enfeebling  efre6ls  of  his  paffion, 
and  complained,  tliat  he  loved  me  more  like  an  angel 
than  a  woman,  though  hellrove  to  govern  his  affeftion 
accordingto  the  docfrines  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  as 
he  regulated  his  life  by  the  maxims  of  Charles  the 
Twelfth  of  Sweden.  The  meaning  of  this  declaration 
I  could  never  learn  ;  and,  indeed,  I  have  been  oftea 
tempted  to  believe  he  had  no  meaning  at  all. 

*  Be  that  as  it  will,  I  found  my  fize  vifjbly  increafmg, 
;^nd  my  lituation  extremely  uneafy,  on  account  of  the 

perpetual 
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pei-petual  wrangling  which  prevailed  betwixt  us,  in 
ccniequence  of  his  deliring  to  lleep  with  me  again,  af- 
ter wc  had  parted  beds  for  the  fecond  time  :  and,  that 
I  might  be  no  longer  expofed  to  luch  diii^greeable  pcr- 
fccutions,  I  reiclved  tolc;avehim,  though  at  the  hazard 
of  mv  life. 

'  Thus  deteiTnined,  I  went  to  the  Britifh  amhaffador 
in  a  hackney-coach  5  and,  in  order  to  difguiie  riy 
youth,  which  might  have  prepcilcfled  him  againli:  ir.y 
judgment,  muiRed  myieif  up  in  a  black  hood,  which 
(as  he  faid)  inilead  of  ItnJmg  an  air  of  gi-avity  to  my 
countenance,  added  awildnefs  tomv  looks,  v/hich  v/as 
tar  from  being  difagreeable.  He  had  been  a  gallant 
man  in  his  youth  5  and  even  then,  though  well  itricken 
in  years,  v/as  not  infenfible  to  the  power  of  beauty. 
This  difpolition,  perhaps,  rendered  him  more  favour- 
able to  my  caufe,  though  he  at  flrlf  advifed  me  to  re- 
turn to  my  hufband  ;  but  finding  me  obilmate,  he  un- 
dertook to  ferve  me  in  m.y  own  way,  and  procure  a 
proteftion  from  the  French  king,  bv  virtue  of  which  I 
could  live  at  Paris  unmolefred  by  my  lord .  Nevcrthe- 
lefs,  he  advifed  me  (if  I  was  detennined  to  leave  him) 
to  make  the  beft  of  my  way  to  England,  and  fue  for  a 
divorce. 

*  I  rdiflied  his  opinion,  and  concealed  myieif  about 
three  days  in  Paris,  during  which  I  borrowed  ibme  li- 
nen: for,  as  it  was  impcffible  to  convey  any  thing  out 
of  my  own  houfe  without  fui'picion,  I  had  neither 
cloaths  for  my  accomodation,  nor  a  fervant  to  v/ait  on 
me. 

*  In  this  folitaiy  condition  I  took  tlie  road  to  Flan- 
ders, after  I  had  put  m.y  lord  on  a  v»-rcng  icdiz,  l^y 
writing  a  letter  to  him,  dated  at  Calais,  and  travelled 
through  an  imknown  country,  without  any  ctlier  at- 
tendant than  the  poftillion,  being  fubjecled  to  this  in- 
convenience by  the  laws  of  France,  v^hich  are  fo  fevere 
in  fome  partlcnlars,  that  if  any  perfcn  had  been  appre- 
hended with  me,  he  would  have  fufrered  death,  for  go- 
ing off  v/ith  a  man's  v/ifc,  tliough  any  man  might  go 

to 
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to  bed  with  the  lame  woman,  withou':  fear  of  incurrin*: 
any  legal  punifiViTienr. 

*  I  proceeded  night  and  day  without  intennliTion, 
that  I  might  th^  fooner  reach' Flanders,  where  I  knew 
I  mould  he  fafe;  and  as  the  nig'ics  were  excellively 
cold,  I  was  fain  to  wrap  inyfeif  up  in  iiannel,  which  I 
boijg'it  for  the  purpofe,  as  I  had  no  deaths  to  keep  me 
wai-m,  and  travelled  in  an  open  chaife.  While  we 
pafied  through  drea;y  woods,  quite  remote  from  tlie 
ha')itations  of  men,  I  was  not  without  apprehenficn  of 
being  (tripped  and  murdered  by  the  polf  illion  5  and  in 
all  probability,  owed' my  fafety  to  the  indigence  of  my 
appearance,  which  might  alfo  protecl  me  in  two  mife- 
rahle  places  where  I  was  obliged  to  lie,  before  I  got 
out  of  the  territories  of  France:  for,  as  I  cou.ld  not 
reach  the  great  towns  where  I  intended  to  lodge,  I  was 
under  the  necefiity  of  putting  up  at  little  wretched 
hovels,  where  no  provifion  was  to  be  hac',  but  four 
bi'own  bread,  and  fourer  cheefe :  and  eveiy  thing  feemed 
to  denote  the  dens  of  defpair  and  affaflination. 

'  I  made  iliift,  however,  to  fubfiil:  on  this  fare,  im- 
comfortable  as  it  was  ;  confided  in  the  meannefs  of  m.y 
equipage  for  the  fecuriLy  of  my  perfon  ;  and  at  length 
arriving  atBrudcls,  fixe.!  m.y  quarters  in  the  Hotel  de 
Fiandre,  (ib  well  known  to  th:  Engliili  fmce)  where  I 
thought  myfelf  extremely  happy  in  the  accomplifhment 
of  my  flight. 

*  I  had  not  been  full  two  days  in  this  place,  when  I 
was  bieffed  with  the  figlit  of  ray  lover,  who  follov/ed 
me  on  the  wings  of  love,  in  purfuance  of  the  plan  we 
had  projected  before  my  departure  from  Paris.  Here 
we  concerted  meafures  for  proceeding  to  England.  1 
hired  a  tall,  fine  Liegeoife,  for  a  m.aid,  and  fettiiigout 
forOftend,  we  embarked  in  a  veflel,  in  which  Mr.  S — 
had  befpoke  our  paiTage.  Our  voyage  was  ihort  and 
profperous,  and  the  time  raoii  agreeably  fpent  in  the 
company  of  my  dear  partner,  who  was  a  molt  engaging 

m.an  in  all  refpefts,  as  I  dare  fay  my  Lady  O has 

iince  found  him.  *  I  affunied 
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*  I  afTnmed  a  hclitious  name,  took  private  lodgings 
in  Poland  Stiver,  rerained  lawyers,  and  commenced  a 
fuit  for  ieparation  agalnll  my  lord.  I  conimiinicatctl 
the  realbn  of  my  elopement  to  niy  fatlier,  who  was 
Ihocked  and  furprized  at  my  condufi,  which  ha  c.  n- 
demned  with  expreffionsof  lorrowand  rerentrv.cnt.  B\!t 
tlieilepwas  taken  j  nor  did  I  repent  of  what  I  had 
done,  except  on  his  account. 

*  In  the  morning  after  ray  arrival  at  Lordcn,  I 
waited  upon  the  lord  chief  juitlce,  to  whom  I  com- 
plained of  the  ufage  I  had  received  from  my  lord, 
whofe  temper  was  teazing,  tirelbme,  and  intolerably 
capricious.  Indeed  his  behaviour  was  a  Ifrange  com- 
pound of  madnefs  and  folly,  feafoncd  with  a  iinall  pro- 
portion of  fenle  :  no  wonder,  then,  U.3.t  1  who  am  hot 
andhaily,  fnould  be  wretched,  under  the  periecuticn  of 
fuch  a  pen'L'rfe  humourilt,  who  uled  to  terrify  me,  and 
icold  at  me  the  whole  night  without  intennifficn,  and 
fnake  n,v  pillow  from  time  to  time,  that  I  might  not 
fieep,  wiiile  he  tomiented  me  with  his  difagreeabie  tx- 
poftrdations.  I  have  been  often  frightened  almoii  out 
of  m.y  lenies,  at  ileing  him  convalfed  vvdth  the  moil 
unreafonabie  paiTion ;  and  chagrined  to  the  higheit  de- 
gi'ee  of  difgull:,  to  find,  (by  repeated  cbfeiTaticn)  his 
diipofition  fo  prepofterous,  that  his  fatlsfaclion  anddif- 
pleafure  never  depended  upon  the  caufe  he  had  to  be  fa- 
tisfied  or  dilbbliged ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  when  he 
had  moftreafon  to  be  pleafed,  he  was  always  mcd  dif- 
contcnted,  and  veiy  often  in  good-humour,  when  he 
had  rcafon  ensugh  for  vexation. 

'  V/hiie  I  lived  in  Polajid  Street,  I  was  engaged 
with  la'Ayers,  and  lb  often  vihted  by  m.y  father,  that  I 
could  not  dedicate  my  whole  time,  as  ufual,  to  mv 
lover  ;  nor  was  it  convenient  that  he  fiiouid  be  feen  in 
my  company ;  he  thereibrs  took  a  fniall  houie  at  Cr-m- 
benvell,  whither  I  went  as  often  as  I  had  an  opportu- 
nity 4  and  maintained  the  correfpondence  with  iuch  ea- 
gernefs  and  induftiy,  that  although  I  was  iix  months 
gone  v/ith  child,    I  have  often,  by  my  .elf,   iet  cut  for 

his 
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his  habitation  in  a  hackney-coach  at  eleven  o'clock  a*- 
night,  and  returned  by  fix  in  the  morning,  that  I  mio-ht 
be  In  my  own  bed,  when  my  father  came  to  lee  me  jlbr 
Iconcealed  my  amour,  as  wJlas  the  effcas  of  it,  from 
Ills  knowledge,  and  frequeiitly  took  water  from  the 
Bridge,  tliat  my  motions  might  not  be  dlfcovered.  No- 
.  thing  but  the  moll  palTionate  love  could  have  luppoited 
.  my  Iplrits  under  fuch  vicIfTitudes  of  fatigue,  or  enabled 
my  admirer  to  fpend  whole  days  by  himiclf  in  fuch  a 
Iblitary  retirement. 

*  By  this  time  my  lord  was  arrived  In  England,  and 
employed  In  dlfcovering  the  place  of  rav  retreat;  fo 
that  I  lived  in  continual  alarm,  and  pro'vided  myfelf 
with  a  fpeaklng  trumpet,  which  ftood  by  my  bed-fide, 
to  be  uled  in  calling  for  aHiftance,  in  cafe  my  purfuer 
ftoulJ  make  an  attack  upon  my  lodgino-3. 

*  This  fituation  being  extremely  nncom.fortable.  I 
had  no  fooner  began  my  procefs   againil  him,  than   I 

put  myfelf  entirely  under  the  proteaion  of  Mr.  S- , 

who  coiidufted  me  to  the  houfe  of  a  friend  ot  his  who 
lived  In  the  country,  where  I  was  fecure  from  the  at- 
temp'.s  of  my  hufbaiid . 

*  The  world  had  now  given  me  up,  and  I  renounced 
the  world  with  the moft  perfect  reiignation.  1  wcio-hed 
in  my  ov/n  breaft  what  I  fnouid  loie  in  point  of  charac- 
ter, with  v/hat  I  f.jfFered  in  my  peace  at  home,  and 
found,  that  my  reputation  was  not'to  be  prefervcd,  ex- 
cept at  the  expence  of  ray  quiet,  (for  his  iordfnlp  was 
no:  dilpofed  to  make  me  eafy,  had  I  been  ever  fo  dif. 
erect.)  I  therefore  detei-mined  to  give  up  a  few  cere- 
monial vifits,  and  empty  profeiTions,  for  the  more  fub- 
flantial  enjovnients  of  life. 

*  We  paiied  our  time  very  agreeably,  in  various  ' 
amufem.ents,  w^iththls  friend  of  Mv.  S~~,  until  the 
tenn  of  my  reckoning  was  almofr  expired,  then  returned 
to  London,  and  took  lodgings  in  Southampton  Street, 
where  I  l^egan  to  make  preparations  Jor  the  approach- 
ing occaijon.  Here  I  propolbd  to  live  with  the  utmoll 
«ircamipea:iGn.    I  diiguifed  my  name;  f:;w  nobody  but 

my 
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my  lawyer  and  lo\-cr,  and  never  approached  the  vvin- 
dovv,  Itit  I  fliould  be  dii'covcred  by  accident. 

*  Notwitull:anding  thefe  precautions,  my  French 
maid,  whom  I  had  lent  for  ibme  of  my  clcatlis,  was 
dcgg-ed  in  her  return,  and  next  morning  ray  lord  took 
my  lodgings  by  ftorm.  Had  he  given  the  alfault  in 
his  own  perfcn  only,  I  mrke  no  doufjt  but  he  would 
have  iuftrrcti  a  repuiie,  frojn  the  cppcfition  of  the 
Lieget)ile,who  m.adeali  the  reiidance  in  her  power,  but 
v.'ss  obliged  to  give  way  to  fuperior  number. 

*  I  was  at  that  time  a-bed,  and  hearing  an  unuliial 
Bciie  below,  rung  m.y  btll,  in  order  to  know  the  caui'e 
of  inch  diihubance.  I  drew  my  curtain  at  tlie  fame 
time,  and  who  ihould  I  fee  entering  niy  chamber  but  his 
loidiiup,  attended  by  a  conitable,  and  the  footman  who 
had  c'iicovcred  my  retreat. 

*  Such  an  unexpecled  vlfit  could  not  fail  to  affect  me 
wiih  iurj.rize  and  confii^fnation:  hov/ever,  I  iummoned 
nil  my  tortitude  to  my  aid,  and  perceiving  the  rellows 
Vvcie  about  to  open  my  window- fnutters,  cefned  their 
]  1  uicipal  to  order  them  down  Itairs.  He  readily  ccm- 
j.hed  wiLh  my  requeft,  and  fitting  down  by  my  bed-nde, 
loid  mt  with  an  air  of  triumph,  that  he  had  found  me 
at  1:  it ;  and  I  tranklv  owned  that  I  was  heartily  forry 
3or  his  fuccefs.  Inftead  of  upbraiding  me  with  my 
t  icapc,  he  proceeded  to  entertam  me  with  all  the  nev/s 
in  town,  and  gave  me  a  minute  detail  of  everv'  thing 
woith  had  happened  to  him  fmce  our  parting  ;  among 
otncr  articles  of  intelligence,  giving  me  toiinderitand, 

that  he  had  challenged  IS'lr.  S- ,  v/ho  refufed  to  fight 

him,  and  vvas  in  dugiace  with  the  Prnice  of  W on 

that  account. 

'  But  here  his  lordfliip  did  not  ftriftly  adhere  to  the 
raked  truth:  he  had,  indeed,  before  our  departure 
from  the  country',  gene  to  my  lover,  a'.id  irjiiiled  upon 
Lavmg  latisiaction  in  Hyde  Park,  tvvo  days  fromi  the 
ujiic  ui  his  demand,  and  at  tlu-ee  o'clock  in  the  after- 

nooii.     S ,  believing  him  in  ec-r.ieft,  accepted  the 

iiivi cation,  though  he  oblerved,  tha.  thele  aif::irs  ccuid 

Vol.  III.  I  not 
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not  be  dirciiffed  too  loon,  and  wiflu-d  the  time  of  meet- 
ing might  be  at  an  earlier  hour.  But  liis  lorduiip  did 
not  cliuie  to  alter  the  circumflances  of  his  firft  propo- 
fal :  and  when  he  went  away,  faid  he  fnould  exoecl  him 
at  the  appointed  time  and  place,  if  it  did  not  rain. 

*  His  antagonift  gave  me  an  account  of  the  ccnver- 
fatlon,  when  I  affured  him  the  builnefs'Vould  end  in 
fmoke.  Accordingly,  my  lord  fent  him  a  letter  on 
Monday,  defiring  that  the  afTignation  might  be  defer- 
red till  Thurfday,  that  he  might  have  time  to  fettle  liis 

affairs,  and  pay  S an  hundred  pounds,   which  he 

had  fonnerly  borrowed  of  him.  When  Thurfday  came, 
lie  was  favoured  with  another  epiftle,  importing,  that 
the  challenger  had  changed  his  mind,  and  v/ould  feek 
latlsfailion  at  lav/.  Thus  ended  that  heroick  exploit, 
which  his  lordiliip  now  boafted  of  with  fuch  arrogant 
mifreprefentation . 

'  While  he  regaled  me  with  thefe  intcrefting  particu- 
lars, I  was  contriving  a  fcheme  to  fruitrate  the  difco- 
very  he  had  made:  fo  that  I  did  not  contradift  his  af- 
fertions  :  but  told  him,  that  if  he  v/ould  go  down  flairs, 
I  v/ovdd  rife  and  come  to  breakfall.  _He  confented  to 
this  propofal  with  great  chearfulnefs  ;  and  I  own,  I 
was  not  a  little  furprized  to  find  him,  at  this  firft  inter- 
view, in  as  good  a  humour,  as  if  nothing  had  happened 
to  interrupt  the  felicity  of  our  matrimonial  union. 

*  It  coft  me  fome  invention  to  conceal  my  condition 
from  his  notice,  being  now  within  a  week  of  the  expell- 
ed crifis  ;  but  I  knew  I  had  to  do  with  a  man  of  no  great 
penetration,  and  lucceeded  in  my  attem.pt  accordingly. 
We  breakfall: ed  with  great  harmony,  and  I  invited  him 
to  dinner,  after  having  prevailed  upon  him  to  lend  away 
his  myrmidons,  whom=,  neverthelefs,  he  ordered  to  re- 
Vam  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  We  converted  together 
with  great  gaiety  and  mirth.  When  I  rallied  him  for 
vifitingme  in  luchadifliabille,  heftood  a  tiptoe  to  view 
liimfelf  in  the  glafs  5  and  owning  I  was  in  the  right, 
iaid  he  would  go  and  drefs  himfelf  before  dinner, 

*  He  accordingly  v/ent  away,  chan 
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give  him  entrance  at  liis  retmn  j  and  he  was  no  fconer 
gene  than  I  wrote  to  Mr.  S ,  giving  him  an  ac- 
count of  what  had  happened.  Then,  without  having 
deteiTiiined  upon  any  certain  plan.  I  huddled  on  my 
cloaths,  mufPied  mylelf  up,  and  calling  a  chair,  went  to 
the  next  taveni,  v/here  I  Itayed  no  longer  tlian  was 
lufficient  to  change  my  vehicle;  and,  to  the  altoniih- 
meiit  of  the  drawers,  who  could  not  conceive  the  mean- 
ing of  my  pL-rtiirbation,  proceeded  to  a  iliop  in  the 
neighbourhood,  where  I  dinniffed  my  fecond  chair,  and 
procured  a  hackney  coach,  in  v/hich  I  repaired  to  the 
lodgings  of  my  lawyer,  whom  I  could  tniil.  Having 
made  him  acquainted  w^ith  the  circumilances  of  my 
dittreft.,  and  confuked  hini  about  a  proper  place  of  re- 
treat, after  fome  recollection  he  directed  me  to  a  little 
houie  in  a  court,  to  which,  by  the  alTillance  of  my 
lover,  my  woman  and  cloaths  v/ere  fafeiy  canveyed  that 
fame  evening. 

*  M)''icrdj  however,  cam.e  to  dinner,  according  to 
invitadon,  and  did  not  item  at  all  alarmed  vv'hen  my 
maid  told  him  I  was  gone-,  but  itepped  to  my  lawyer, 
to  know  if  he  t'jiought  I  Ihouid  retiu-n.  Upon  his  an- 
fv-^ering  in  the  amrmative,  and  advifmg  his  lordfnip  to 
go  back  in  th.emean  time,  and  eat  the  dinner  I  had  pro- 
vided, he  veiy  deliberately  took  his  advice,  m^ade  a  very 
he?rny  meal,  drank  his  bottle  of  wine,  and  as  I  did  not 
return  accordliig  to  his  expe«5lation,  withdrev/,  in  order 
to  coniuk  his  aik-ciates. 

'  This  m^otion  cf  his  furnifiied  ray  v/oman  with  axi 
opportunity  of  making  her  retreat ;  and  when  he  re- 
turned at  night,  the  coaft  was  clear,  and  he  found  no- 
body in  the  lioufe  but  a  porLer,  who  had  been  left  to 
take  care  of  the  furniture.  He  was  fo  enraged  at 
this  dhappointment,  that  he  miade  a  fiu"ious  noife, 
wliich  raifed  the  whole  neighbourhood,  reinforced  his 
crew  with  the  authority  of  ajuftice  of  the  peace,  tarried 
mthe  ilreet  till  thrt" e  o'clock  in  the  morning,  discharged 
a  lodging  he  had  hired  at  a  barber's  lliop  oppolite  to 
the  houfe  from  which  I  had  ei'caned,  and  retired  witli 
I  z         '  tht 
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the  conlfortable  refie61ion  of  having  done  every  thing 
which  man  could  do  to  retrieve  me. 

*  The  hurry  of  fpirits  and  furprize  I  had  iin;]ergcn& 
ineffecling  this  reireat,  produced  iuch  a  dabrdcr  in 
my  conftitution,  that  I  began  to  fear  I  lliould  be  deli- 
livered  before  I  could  be  provided  v/ith  necciTarics  for 
the  occanon,  I  lignified  my  appreheniion  to  Mr.  S — , 
who,  with  infinite  care  and  concern,  endeavciired  to 
find  a  more  convenient  place ;  and,  atler  all  his  enqui- 
ries, was  obliged  to  fix  upon  a  paltry  apartmenl:  in  the 
city,  thougii  his  tendeniefs  was  extremely  Ihccked  at 
the  necefhty  of  chufing  it.  However,  there  was  no  re- 
medy, nor  tim.e  to  be  loit ;  to  this  milerable  habitation 
i  was  conveyed  in  a  hackney  coach ;  and  though  ex  - 
tremely  ill,  bore  my  fate  with  ipirit  and  refignation. 
in  teltimony  of  my  iincere  and  indelible  attachnent  o 
my  lover,  for  whok  eafe  and  pleaftire  I  could  liave  lur- 
frred  every  inconvenience,  and  even  facrificed  my  life. 

*  Immediately  after  I  had  taken  poilcirjon  of  my 
wretched  apartment,  I  v/as  conltrained  byrny  «ndir:;o- 
tion  to  go  to  bed,  and  ftnd  for  the  neceilar)'-  help  ;  and 
in  a  few  hours  a  living  pledge  of  my  love  anil  indifcre- 
tion  law  the  light ;  though  the  terrors  and  fatigue  I 
iiad  undergone  had  affected  this  little  innocent  ib  ie- 
verely,  that  it  fcaixe  diicovered  any  vifibie  figns  of 
life.  ' 

'  ^'^^y  gi'i-f  2.t  this  m.isfortune  was  inexprefllble  5  I 
forthwith  difpatched  a  meiiage  to  the  dear,  the  anxious 
father,  who  flew  to  my  arms,  and  fliared  my  forrow, 
with  all  the  gentlenefs  of  love  and  parental  fondnefs  ; 
yet  our  fears  were  (for  that  time)  happily  difappointed 
by  the  recoverv  of  our  infant  daughter,  who  was  com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  a  nurfe  in  the  nei^jhbou.rhood  5  fo 
that  I  could  eveiT  day  be  fatisfied  in  my  tnqiiiriesi 
about  her  health.  Thus  1  conthiued  a  v/hole  fortnight 
in  a  ftate  of  hapuaiefs  and  tranquillity,  being  bkifrd 
with  the  converfaticn  and  tender  oiiices  of  niv  admirer, 
whofe  love  and  attention  I  wholly  encrrojTr(i.  In  a 
^yordp  he  gave  \ip  all  bufmefs  and  ainufemen:,  pnJ  con- 
centered 
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erntered  all  his  care  and  afTiduity  in  miniftering  to 
my  eafe  and  ihtisfailion.  And  lure  I  had  no  cauie  to 
regret  what  I  had  iufFered  on  his  account ! 

'  But  this  my  agreeable  lituation  was  one  day  dif- 
turbed  by  a  molb  alarming  accident,  by  which  my  life 
was  drawn  into  imminent  danger.  The  room  under 
my  bed-chamber  took  fire ;  I  immediately  imelled  it, 
nnd  law  tlie  people  about  me  in  the  lUmoil  perplexity 
and  conltcmation,  though  th.ey  would  not  own  the  true 
cauie  of  their  confufion,  lell  my  health  lliould  furfcr  in 
the  fright.  Neverthelels,  I  was  fo  calm  in  my  enqui- 
ries, that  they  ventured  to  tell  me  my  fufpicion  was  but 
too  juft ;  upon  which  I  gai'e  iuch  directions  as  would 
i'ecure  ni,e  from  catching  cold,  in  cafe  there  fliould  be  a 
neceffity  for  removing  me;  but  the  fire  being  happily 
extinguidied,  I  efcaped  that  ceremony,  which  might 
have  coft  me  my  life.  Indeed  it  was  furprizing,  that 
tlie  agitation  of  my  fpirits  did  not  produce  fonie  fatal 
ctfecl  upon  my  conftitution ;  and  I  looked  upon  m.y 
deiivcrance  as  the  proteftlon  of  a  particular  Provi- 
dence. 

'  Though  I  efcaped  the  hazard  of  a  fudden  removal, 
I  tound  it  was  high  time  to  change  my  lodgings,  be- 
caufe  the  neighbours  nifhing  into  the  houfe  upon 
the  alarm  of  fire,  had  dlfcovered  my  fituation,  though 
they  were  ignorant  of  my  name  5  and  I  did  not  think 
myfelffafe  in  being  the   fubje6l  of  their  conjectures. 

Jvlr.  S therefore  procured  another  apartment,  with 

better  accommodation,  to  which  I  was  carried  as  foon 
as  my  health  would  admit  of  my  removal ;  and  foon  af- 
ter niy  lord  wrote  to  me  by  the  hands  of  my  lawyer, 
earneilly  entreating  me  to  drop  my  profecution,  and 
come  home.  But  I  would  not  comply  v/ith  his  re- 
queft  ;  and  nothing  was  farther  from  my  intention  than 
the  defire  of  receiving  any  favours  at  his  hands. 

*  Thus  repulfed,   he   fet   on   foot   a  moft   accurate 

refearch  for  my  perfon ;  in  the  courfe  of  which  he  is 

faid  to  have  detefted   feveral  ladies  and  young  girls, 

who  had  reafons  for  keeping  themfelves  concealed  5  and 

I  3  iwd 
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haci  like  to  have  been  very  ieverely  banclleJ  for  h;s  irrv 
peitinent  curiofity.  Being  uniiiccelsiul  in  all  his  at- 
tempts, he  entered  inro  a  treaty  with  Sir  R — H — ,  a 
perlbn  of  a  ver}'  indifferent  charafter,  vvho  njidertook 
to  furnilh  b.im  with  an  infallible  expedient  to  diiccvc? 
the  place  of  my  abode,  if  he  would  gratify  him  widi  a 
bond  for  a  tho-afand  poinids  ;  which  being  executed  r.c- 
cordingly,  this  v/orthy  knight  advertifed  me  and  my 
maid  in  the  pnblick  pap.'rs,  offering  one  hundred 
pounds  as  a  reward  to  any  perlbn  who  fliould  difclofe 
the  place  of  our  retirement. 

'  As  foon  as  the  paper  fell  into  my  haiids,  I  was 
again  involved  in  perplexity  5  and  being  afraid  of  liay- 
ing  in  town,  rcfolved,  with  the  concurrence  of  my  lov;-r, 
to  accept  of  an  invitation  I  had  received  from  the  Duke 

ofK ,  who  had  by  this  time  arrived  in  England, 

with  that  lady  whom  I  have  already  mentioned,  as  one 
of  our  parties  at  Paris.  Having  vifted  my  little  in- 
fant, I  next  d?-y  fet  out  for  the  duke's  countrv-feat, 
which  is  a  molt  elegant  chateau,  and  Hands  in  a  chann- 

mg  fitnation.     Mr.  S followed  in  a  few  days  5  v.'e 

met  with  a  ver^  cordial  reception  ;  his  grace  was  civil 
and   good-natured,  lived  nobly,   and   loved  pleafure. 

Madame  La  T vv^as  formed  to  pleaie  5  there  was 

always  a  great  deal  of  good  compar.y  in  the  houfe  :  {o 
that  we  palled  O'ar  time  agreeably  in  playing  at  billiards, 
and  cards,  hunting,  walking,  reading,  and  converfa- 
rlon. 

'  But  my  terms  of  happinefs  were  generally  of  fliort 
duration.  In  the  midft  of  this  felicity  I  was  overtaken 
by  a  molt  fevc:re  aiiliftion,  in  the  death  of  my  dear  hap- 
lefs  infant,  who  had  cngrofled  a  ofreater  fiiare  of  my  ten- 
dernefs,  than  perhaps  I  even  fhculd  have  psid  to  the 
ofF^pring  of  a  legitimate  contraft,  becaufe  the  ciixurn- 
flance  of  her  birth  would  have  been  an  infurmouritable 
Juisfortune  to  her  thi'ough  the  whole  courfe  of  her  lift-, 
and  rendered  her  abfolntely  depcmient  en  my  Icvc  and 
prote6fion. 

'  Whillf- 1  ftill  lamented  the  untimely  fate  of  this 

fair 
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fair  hloiTom,  Lord cairi:.'  down,  and  demanded  me 

as  his  wife ;  but  the  fuit  which  I   then  maintained 
^  ag^infthira  deprived  him,  for  the  prefent,  ofahufband's 
right ;  and  therefore  the  duke  would  not  deliver  me  in- 
to his  hands. 

*  In  fix  months  he  repeated  his  vlht  and  demand ; 
and  an  agreement  was  patched  up,  in  confequence  of 
wlilch  I  confented  to  live  in  tlie  fame  houfe  Vv'ith  him, 
on  condition  that  he  fhould  never  defire  to  fleep  with 
me,  or  take  any  other  mealure  to  difhirb  my  peace  j 
otherwife  I  fliould  be  at  libertv  to  leave  him  again,  and 
oitiiled  to  tlie  provifion  of  a  feparate  maintenance. 
To  thefe  articles  I  affented,  bv  the  advice  of  mv  law- 
yers, with  a  view  of  obtaining  my  pin-money,  which  I 
liad.  nev^er  received  ilnce  our  parting,  but  fubllfred  on 
t'ae  faie  of  my  jewels,  v/hich  were  \'ery  confiderable, 
and  had  been  pr^fented  to  me  with  fiill  power  of  aliena- 
tion. As  to  my  lover,,  he  had  no  fortune  to  fupport  me, 

and  for  thatreafon  I  was  fcrupulouily  cautious  of  aug- 
,  .  i  -  => 

rnentmg  his  expence. 

*  We  had  now  enioved  each  other's  com.pany  for 
three  years,  during  vvhich  our  mu.tual  paffion  had  fuf- 
f  ;^red  no  abatement,  nor  had  my  happinefs  been  mixed 
v.'lth  any  confidera'jJe  allay,  except  that  late  ftroke  of 
Providence  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  the 
reflection  of  the  Ibrrow  that  my  conduil  had  entailed 
upon  my  dear  father,  whom  I  loved  beyond  exprefiion, 
and  whom  nothing  could  have  compelled  me  to  dil- 
cblige,  but  a  more  powerful  flame,  that  prevailed  ovc-r 
every  other  confideration.  As  I  was  now  forced  to 
break  off  this  enchanting  correfpondence,  it  is  not  to  be 
''oubted  that  our  parting  colt  us  the  m.oft  acute  itnC-A- 
tion.s  of  grief  and  difappointnicnt.  However,  there 
""vas  no  remedy :  I  tore  myfelf  from  his  arms,  took  my 
have  of  the  family,  after  having  acknowhdged  my  ob- 
i.'gations  to  tlie  duke,  and  fet  out  for  the  place  of  ren- 
d^-^vousj  where  I  was  met  by  my  lord,  attended  by  a 
f^e-.vai-'-  whom  he  hadi  lately  engaged,  and  who  was  one 
c'uef  cauie  of  our  future  feparaticns.     My  lord  having 

quitted  ' 
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quitted  hishoufe  in  town,  conduc'ccd  me  to  his  lodgings 
in  Pali  Mall,  and  infiited  upon  fl 'eping  with  me  the 
firil  night  5  but  I  refuied  to  gratify  his  denre,  on  the 
authority  of  our  agreement. 

'  This  difpute  produced  a  quarrel,  in  confequence  of 
whicli  I  attempted  to  leave  the  houle.  He  endeavour- 
ing to  prevent  my  retreat,  I  fairly  locked  him  in,  ran 
down  Itairs,  and  calling  a  liackney-coach,  made  the 
beft  of  my  way  into  the  city,  to  my  father's  lodgings, 
where  I  lay,  the  family  being  in  town,  though  he  him- 
felf  was  in  the  country.  I  wrote  to  him  immediately, 
and  v/hen  he  came  to  London,  declared  my  intention  of 
f'.parating  from  my  lord ;  in  which,  feeing  me  obfti- 
n.ite  and  determined,  he  at  length  acquiefced,  and  a 
formal  reparation  aelualiy  enllied,  which  at  that  time 
I  thouo-ht  bhidincrand  immutable. 

'  I  was  now  iliekered  under  rhe  wings  of  an  indul- 
gent father,    v/ho  had  taken  me  into  favour  again,  on 

the  fuppofirion  that  my  commerce  with  Mr.  S was 

abfclutely  at  an  end.  Never tlTtdefs  tiiough  we  had  fe- 
parated,  in  all  appearance  for  ever,  we  had  prevloully 
agreed  to  maintain  our  correfponde  ;ce  in  private  inter- 
views, v.'hicii  /liould  efcape  the  notice  of  the  world, 
with  which  I  was  again  obliged  to  keep  fome  mea- 
fiu-'-'s. 

'  Our  parting  at  the  Duke  of  K '3  houfe  in  the 

country  was  attended  with  all  the  genuine  marks  of 
fincere  and  reciprocal  affeftion,  and  I  lived  in  the  fweet 
hope  cf  feeing  him  again,  in  all  the  tranfports  of  his 
former  naffion  ;  when  m,y  lav/yer,  who  received  mv 
letters,  l)roughr  me  a  billet  one  night,  jull  as  I  \v:\\ 

gone  to  bed.     Seeing  the  fuperfcription   of  S 's 

hand-writing,  I  opened  it  witli  ail  the  impatience  of  an 
abfent  lever:  but  how  Ihail  I  defcrlbethe  altonifliment 
and  ccnitcrnation  with  which  I  was  feized,  when  I  pe- 
r\ifed  the  contents !  Inftead  of  the  moft  tender  vows  and. 
proteftations,  this  fatal  epiftle  began  with  Madam,  tb.f 
beji  tkivgjOH  can  do  is  to  return  to  your  faiheV  :  orion.e 
«old  and  killing  expreffion,  to  tliat  eitect. 

*  Heavi-ii 
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'  Heaven  and  earth  !  what  did  I  tcel  at  this  dire  con- 
Junfture  !  The  light  forfook  my  eyes  ;  a  cold  fwtat  be- 
ijdewed  mvlimbs ;  and  I  was  overwhelmed  with  luch  a 
torrent  of  ibrrow  and  furprize,  that  everv'  bodv  preient 
believed  I  would  have  died  -ander  the  violent  agitation. 
They  endeavoured  to  fiipport  my  Ipirits  with  repeated 
drai^ghts  of  llrong  liquor,"  which  had  no  fcnfible  etFe^: 
upon  my  ccnftituticn,  though  for  eight  whole  years  I 
kad  drank  nothing  ftronger  than  water  5  and  1  muft 
have  infallibly  penfhed  in  the  firft  extafy  of  my" grief, 
had  it  not  made  its  way  in  a  fit  of  tears  and  exclama- 
tion, m  which  I  continued  all  night,  to  the  amazement 
cf  tlie  family,  whom  ray  condition  had  alarmed,  and 
riifed  from,  their  r-pofe.  My  father  was  the  only  per- 
fon  who  gueffed  the  caufe  of  m.y  aHii61:ion :  he  faid  he 
xvas  fure  I  had  received  fome  'ill   ufage  in  a  letter  or 

meilage  fi-om  that  rafcal  S ,  (fo  he^termed  him.,  in 

the  bitternefs  of  paffion.) 

'  At  mention  of  that  name  my  agonv  redoubled  to 
fj<:\i  a  degree,  that  all  who  were  preient  wept  at  iight 
of  my  deplorable  condition.  My  poor  father  fhed  a 
iiood  of  tears,  and  conjured  m.e  to  tell  him  the  caufe  of 
my  diiquiet ;  upon  which,  rather  than  confels  the  truth, 
I  amufed  his  concern  by  pretending  that  my  lover  was 
ill.  The  whole  family  Jiaving  ftayed  by  rne  till  I  was 
a  little  more  compofed,  left  me" to  the  care  of  mym.aid, 
v/ho  put  m.e  into  bed  about  fix  in  the  morning ;"'  but  I 
enjoyed  no  reft :  I  revolved  ever)-  circuniftance  of  mv 
conducT:,  endeavouring  to  find  out  the  caufe  of  this  fatal 

change  in  S 's  diipofition  ;  and  as  I  could  recollect 

nothing  which  could  juftly  give  oifence,  concluded 
that  fome  miaiicious  perfons'had  abufed  his  ears  with 
irorles  to  mv  prejudice. 

*  With  this  conjefture  I  got  up,  and  fent  m.v  ia^An^er 
to  him  with  a  letter,  wherein  I  iniifted  upon  feeing 
h:m,  that  I  might  have  an  opportunity  of  juftirYlng 
mpclf  in  peiTon ;  a  tafk  which  would  be  ealily  pei^ 
form.ed,  as  I  had  never  cfFended,  but  in  loving  too  well. 
I  As%iited  vvitli  the  njolf  anxicuo  iin:>atience  for  the  re^ 
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tiirn  of  my  mefltng-er,  who  brought  me  an  anfwer 
couched  in  the  coldeft  terms  of  civility  which  indiffer- 
ence could  diftate ;  acknowledging,  however,  that  he 
had  nothing  to  lav  to  my  charge,  but  that  it  was  for 
the  good  of  us  both  we  fhould  part.  He  ought  to 
have  reflefted  on  that  before,  not  after  I  had  facrlficed 
my  all  for  his  love.  I  was  well  nighdiftracfed  by  this 
confirmation  of  his  inconftancy  ;  and  I  wonder  to  this 
day  how  I  retained  the  ufe  of  reafon,  \mder  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  of  horror  and  defpair.     My  grief  laid  afide 

ail  decorum  and  rellraint ;   I  told  my  father  that  S 

was  dying,  and  that  I  would  vifit  him  with  all  expedi- 
tion. 

'  Startled  at  the  propofal,  this  careful  parent  dem.on- 
ft rated  the  fatal  coniequence  of  fuch  an  imgrateful  ftep, 
reminded  me  of  the  dimculty  with  u'hich  he  \u.d  pre- 
vailed upon  my  mother  and  uncle  to  forgive  my  former 
imprudence,  obfcrved  that  his  intention  was  to  carry 
me  into  the  countiy  next  day,  in  order  to  effeft  a  per- 
fe6l  reconciliation  j  but  now  I  was  on  the  brink  ot  for- 
feiting all  pretenfions  to  their  regard,  by  committing 
a)iother  fatal  error,  which  could  not  pofhbly  be  retriev- 
ed ;  and  that  for  his  part,  whatever  pangs  it  might  coft 
him,  he  was  refolved  to  banifh  me  from  his  fight  for 
ever, 

*  While  he  uttered  this  declaration,  the  tears  trickled 
down  his  cheeks,  and  he  feemed  overwhelmed  with  tlie 
keeneft  forrow  and  mortification  ;  fo  it  may  be  eafily 
conceived  what  were  the  imprtinons  of  my  grief,  rein- 
forced with  the  affli6lion  of  a  father  whom  I  dearly 
loved,  and  the  confcioufnefs  of  being  the  caufe  of  all 
his  difquiet!  I  was  ftruck  dum.b  with  remorfe  and 
woe  5  and  when  I  recovered  the  ufe  of  fpeech,  I  told 
hiiu  how  fenfible  I  was  of  his  great  goodnefs  and  huma- 
nity, and  owned  how  little  I  deferved  his  favo'ar  and 
afteftion;  that  the  fenfe  of  my  own  unworthinefs  was 
oni^  caufe  of  my  prefent  diitracf  ion  5  for  flicli  v/as  tiie 

con<iition  of  mv  fate,  that  I  muft  either  fee  S or 

die,     I  laid,  though  I  could  not  exped  his  forgivenefs, 

I  was 
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I  was  furely  worthy  of  his  coinpulllon ;  that  nothing 
but  the  molt  irrtliltible  paffion  could  have  milled  me  at 
firlt  from  my  duty,  or  tempted  me  to  incur  the  leaft 
de2:ree  of  his  dil'pleaiure;  that  the  fame  fatal  intiuence 
ftin  prevailed,  and  would,  in  all  probability,  continue 
to  the  grave,  which  was  the  only  abode  in  which  I 
hoped  tor  peace. 

'  While  I  expreiTed  myfcli  in  this  manner,  my  dear 
good  father  wept  with  the  moll  tender  fympathy  5  and 
faying  I  might  do  as  I  pleafed,  for  he  had  done  with 
me,  quitted  the  room,  leaving  me  to  the  cioiel  fenfa- 
tions  of  my  own  heart,  which  almoil  burlfed  with  an- 
guiHi,  upbraiding  me  with  a  fault  which  I  could  not 
help  committuig. 

'  I  immediately  hired  a  chariot  and  fix,  and  would 
have  fet  out  by  miylelf,  had  not  my  father's  afFeftion, 
which  ".li  my  errors  could  not  efiace,  provided  an  at- 
tendant. He  law  me  quite  delirious  and.  defperate  j 
and  therefore  engaged  a  relation  of  my  own  to  accom- 
pany and  take  care  of  me  in  this  rafh  expedition. 

*  During  this  journey,  which  lafted  two  days,  I  felt 
no  remifnon  of  grief  and  anxiety,  but  underwent  the 
moit  intolerable  forrow  and  fufpenfe :  at  lalf  we  arrived 
at  a  little  houfe,  called  the  Hut,  on  Salifbury  Plain, 
where,  in  the  molt  frantick  agitation,   I  wrote  a  letter 

to  S ,  defcribing  the  milerable  condition  to  which 

I  was  reduced  by  his  imkindnefs,  and  dcliring  to  fee 
him,  with  the  moft  earneit  foiicitations. 

'  This  billet  I  committed  to  the  care  of  my  attend- 
ant, and  laid  ftrong  injunctions  upon  him  to  tell  Mr. 
S — ,  my  injuries  were  lb  great,  and  my  defpau'  fo  vio- 
lent, that  if  he  did  not  favour  me  with  a  viilt,  I  would 
go  to  him,  thoiigh  at  his  filler's  houfe,  where  he  then 
was. 

'  He  received  my  mxeflage  with  great  coldnefs,  and 
told  my  friend,  that  if  I  would  return  to  London  with- 
out infilfing  upon  the  interview  I  demanded,  he  would 
in  a  little  time  follow  me  to  town,  and  every  thing 
lliuuid  be  amicably  adjulled ;  but  when  the  melTenger 
3  jUlured 
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aflured  him,  that  I  was  too  much  tranfpcrted  with  grltl 
to  hear  of  iuch  a  propoial,  he  conienttd  to  meet  me  iu 
the  middle  of  Saiifoury  Pinin,  that  we  might  avoid  a!l 
obfervaticn :  and  though  I  was  little  able  to  walk,  I 
fet  cut  en  foot  for  the  place  of  aiTignacicn,  my  com- 
panion icllowing  at  a  fmall  diitance. 

*  When  1  faw  him  leading  his  horfe  down  the  hill,  I 
ccllefted  all  nrsy  fortitude,  and  advanced  to  him  witli 
all  the  fpeed  i  could  exeit ;  but  when  i  made  an  effort 
to  fpcak,  my  tong^ie  denied  its  office  j  and  lb  liv-elv 
was  the  expre^TioTi  of  imutterable  forrow  in  my  coiznte- 
Tiance,  that  his  heart  (hard  as  it  was)  melted  at  light 
of  my  fiifFenngS;- which  he  v/eli  knev*--  proceeded  fror/i 
the  fincerity  of  my  love.  At  length  I  recovered  the 
life  of  ipeech,  enough  to  tell  him,  that  I  was'come  to 
take  my  leave ;  and  when  I  would  have  proceeded,  my 
voice  failed  me  again :  but,  after  a  conliderabie  pauii^, 
I  iound  means,  widi  great  dihicuky,  to  let  him  kno%F 
how.  fc-nffble  I  v/as  of  my  own  incapacity  to  reLrieve 
his  kit  aiicCtions  :  but  that  I  was  willing  (if  pclTibJei 
to  letain  his  elteem,  of  which,  could  i  be  allured,  i 
would  endeavour  to  compofe  m.yiclf ;  that  I  was  deter- 
mined to  leave  the  kingdom,  bccaufe  I  could  not  benr 
the  fight  of  tliole  piaces  where  we  had  been  lb  happv 
in  cur  muti;;.!  love;  and  that,  till  my  departure-,  f 
ho'ped  he  woiii J  viilt  me  iomciinies,  that  I  might,  bv 
degj-ces,  wean  myielf  from  his  company  ;  for  I  ihcuii 
not  be  able  to  iurvive  the  jlioci^  or  be^ng  deprived  c/ 
liiin  all  at  once. 

*  l^his  addrefs  may  feem  very  humble  to  an  uncon- 
cerned obfervcr :  but  love  v/ill  tam.e  the  proudclt  cifpo- 
iiticn,  as  plaihiy  appeared  in  my  cafe;  for  I  had  na- 
turally as  much  f()irit,  or  more,  than  the  generality  -of 

people  have.     Kir.  'Z- was  fo  iniich  confounded  at 

the  manner  of  my  behaviour,  that  he  icarce  knew  what 
anivvcr  to  make  ;  icr  (as  he  aftenvards  owned)  he  ex- 
peii ed  to  hear  himlclf  up',)raided  ;  but  he  was  not  proof 
againit  my  tendernefs.  Ai.er  fome  he.itation,  he  laid 
hi  never  meant,  to  f orfake  rae  wntireiy,  that  his  airecficn. 
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was  ftlll  nniinp?.lred,  and  th.?.t  he  would  follow  me  (ii- 
really  to  London.  I  impoled  upon  myfelf,  and  believ- 
ed what  he  laid,  becauie  I  could  not  htsr  to  think  of 
parting  with  him  for  ever,  and  retained  to  town  in  a 
more  tranqiui  ilate  of  mind  than  that  in  which  I  had 
left  my  father,  though  my  heart  was  far  from  being  ^t 
eafe  j  my  feais  being  ingenious  enough  to  fortfee,  that 
I  fnculd  never  be  able  to  overccme  his  indifference. 

*  I  took  lodgings  in  Mount  Street  j  and  my  maid 
havmg  uifpofcd  of  herfeif  in  marriage,  hired  another, 
who  lupplied  her  place  very  much  to  my  fatistaflion : 
file  was  a  good  girl,  had  a  particular  attachment  to  me,, 
and  for  many  years,  during  which  flie  lived  in  my  ier- 
vice,  was  indctatigabiy  alTiduous  in  contributing  to  my 
eafe  j  or  rather,  in  alleviating  my  afiiifcion  :  fcr,  thougii 
S came  up  to  tovvTi  according  to  promife,  and  re- 
newed a  fort  of  correfpcndence  with  nie  for  the  lp?.ce  of 
fiv^e  months,  his  complaifance  v.^ould  extend  no  rarthcrj. 
and  he  gave  m.e  to  underfc-nd,   that  he  had  dettrnvLncd 

to  go  abroad  with  ]^»Ir.  V ,  whom  he  acccidingiy 

accompanied  in  his  envoy ing  to  C n. 

<  I  underilood  the  real  caufe  of  this  expediticnjwhichy 
notv.'ithft anding  his  oaths  and  prcteftations  ot  unabated 
love  and  regard,  I  conirrued  into  a  palpable  maik  of 
diflike  and  diirefpecl ;  nor  could  the  repeated  afli'.ranc-.s 
I  received  from  him  in  letters,  mitigate  the  anguifu  and 
mcrtificatiGn  that  preyed  upon  my  I'leart..  I  theretcre 
gave  up  all  hop;s  of  recovering  the  happinefs  I  had  loft; 
i  told  him  on  tlie  eve  of  his  departure,  that  he  mlglit 
cxercife  his  gallantry  a  great  while,  before  he  would 
meet  with  my  fellow  in  point  of  iincerity  and  love  5  for 
I  would  rather  have  been  a  fervant  in  his  hou.e,  with 
the  privilege  of  feeing  him,  than  the  Queen  of  Engkind 
debaiTcd  of  that  pleafure. 

*  When  he  took  his  leave,  and  went  down  flairs,  I 
fnrunk  at  every  ftep  he  made,  as  if  a  new  wound  had 
been  inflicted  upon  me  ;  and  when  I  heard  the  dcoriliut 
behind  him,  my  heart  died  within  me.  (I  had  the  la- 
tisfr.vTtion  to  hear'  afterwards^  he  lariiented  the  lofs  ct 
VCL.  III.  K  ir.c 
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nv;  prodlo'Ioufly,  and  that  he  had  never  been  fo  happy 
huQC.)  I  iat  down  to  write  a  letter,  m  which  I  for<4ve 
his  mdifterence,  becaufe  I  knew  th^affcftions  are  alto- 
gctlier  invokintaiy,  and  wiHied  him  all  the  happinds 
he  deftrved.  ^  I  then  walked  np  and  down  the  room  in 
tlie  molt  reftlefs  anxiety,  v/as  put  to  bed  by  my  maid, 
role  at  h-,  mounted  my  horfe,  and  rode  forty  miles,  in 
oivier  to  fatigue  myielt;  that  I  mio;ht  next  night  enjoy 
lome  repole.  This  exercile  I  daily  underwent  for 
monthfv together;  and  when  it  did  not  anfwer  my  pur- 
pofe,  I  uied  to  walk  round  Hyde  Park  in  the  eveninp-, 
when  the  place  was  quite  folitary,  and  unvifited  by  any 
other  human  creature. 

'  In  the  coune  of  tiiis  melancholy  perambulation,  I 
was  one  day  accolled  by  a  very  great  man,  who,  after 
the  hrit  ialutation,  alked  whether  or  not  my  intercourfe 

with  S was  at  an  end  ;  and  if  I  had  any  allowance 

h-om  my  hulband.  To  the  firft  of  thefe  queltions,  I 
replied  in  the  affirmative;  and  to  the  lall  anfwered, 
that  my  lord  did  not  allow  me  a  great  deal ;  indeed  I 
might  have  tndy  faid  nothing  at  all,  but  I  was  too 
proud  to  own  my  indigence.  He  thm  exprefled  his 
wonrler,  how  one  like  me,  who  had  beea  ufed  to  fplen- 
dour  and  affluence  from  my  cradle,  could  make  fhift  to 
.ive  in  my  prefent  narrow  circumftances  ;  and  when  I 
told  him  that  I  could  make  a  very  good  fnift,  fo  I  had 
peace,  he  feemed  to  lament  my  fftuation,  and  very 
kmdly  invited  mo  to  fup  with  his  wife  at  his  houfe.  I 
accepted  the  invitation,  without  any  apprehenfion  of 
the  comequence ;  and  when  I  went  to  the  place,  was 
introduced  into  an  apartment,  magnificently  lighted  up, 
I  fuppoie,  for  my  reception. 

*  After  I  had  Itayed  alone  for  fome  time  In  this  m.yf- 
terlous  fituation,  without  leeing  a  living  foul,  my  in- 
vitcr  appeared,  and  laid,  he  hoped  I  would  not  take  it 
amils,  that  he  and  I  were  to  fup  by  ourfelves,  as  he 
had  fomething  to  fay,  which  could  not  be  fo  properly 
communicated  before  company  or  fervants.  I  then, 
ioi-  the  firlt  time,  perceived  his  drift,  to  my  no  fmali 

iurpriie 
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Aii'piize  and  indignation  ;~and  witii  evident  mark.s  of 
dilplcraliire  told  him,  I  was  lure  he  had  nothing  to  pro- 
poie  that  would  be  agrreeable  to  my  inclination,  and  tiiat 
I  would  immediately  leave  the  home.  Upon  whlcii  he 
gave  me  to  underlland,  that  I  could  not  pollibly  retiic, 
becaufe  he  had  fent  av/ay  my  chair,  and  all  his  icrvants 
were  difpoled  to  obev  his  orders. 

*  Incenled  at  this  declaration,  which  I  coniidered  as 
an  inililt,  I  anlwered  with  an  air  ol:  re  bluticn,  it  was 
veiT  well  j  I  delpifed  his  contrivance,  and  vras  atVaid 
of  nobody.  Seeing  me  thus  alanned,  he  allured  me  T 
had  no  reafon  to  be  afraid  ;  that  he  had  loved  nie  long", 
and  could  find  no  other  opportunity  of  declaring  his 
pr.fTicn.     He  faid,  the  queen  had  told  him,  that  Lord 

had  renewed  his  addrelles  to  me ;  and  as  he  \m- 

derltood  from  my  own  mouth,  my  correfpondence  with 

S was  abfolutely  broke  off,  he  thought  himlelf  as 

well  intitled  as  another  to  niy  regaixl.  In  concluiion, 
he  told  me,  that  I  might  command  his  purle,  and  that 
lie  had  power  enough  to  bring  me  into  the  wcrid  again 
v.'ith  eclat.  To  tliefe  advances  I  replied,  that  he  was 
veiy  much  mdftaken  in  his  opinion  of  my  charafter, 
if  he  imagined  I  was  to  be  won  by  any  temptations 
of  fortune  ;  and  very  franklv  declared,  that  I  would 
rather  give  myfelf  to  a  footman,  than  iell  myfelf  to  a 
prince. 

*  Supper  being  fei*ved,  we  fat  down  together;  but  I 
would  neither  eat  nor  drink  any  thing,  except  a  little 
bread  and  water ;  for  I  was  an  odd  whimiical  girl  5  and 
It  came  into  my  head,  that  he  might,  perhaps,  have 
mixed  fomething  in  the  victuals  or  wine,  which  would 
alter  m.y  way  of  thinking.  In  Inoit,  fmding  himfelf 
bafrljd  in  all  his  endeavours,  he  permitted  m>e  about 
twelve  o'clock  to  depart  in  peace,  and  gave  up  his  fuit, 
as  a  defperate  caufe. 

*  This  uncomfoitable  life  did  I  lead  for  a  whole 
twelvemonth,  without  feeling  the  leaft  abatement  of  my 
melancholy.  Finding  myfelf  worn  to  a  fkeleton,  I  rc- 
fumcd  jny  former  refolution  of  trying' to   prof.t  by 
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change  of  place,  and  actusHy  went  abroad  with  no 
oirhcr  attendant  hvX  my  woman,  and  the  u^-moft  indit- 
ference  for  life.  My  intention  was  to  have  gone  to  the 
fouPh  of  France,  where  I  thought  I  could  have  rubfifled 
■on  the  little  I  had  left,  which  amounted  to  five  hundred 
pounds,  until  the  ifiue  of  mylaw-fuit,  by  which  I  hoped 
to  obcain  fome  proviiion  from  my  lord  5  and,  without 
all  dc\ibt,  ray  expeftaUon  would  have  been  anfv/ered, 
had  I  p-at  this  miy  plan  in  execution :  bu^  being  at 
Paris,  from  whence  I  propoied  to  fet  forward  in  a  few 
days,  I  fent  to  M.  K ,  who  had  been  formerly  in- 
timate with  my  father,  anil  fhe\-rn  me  many  civilities 
during  my  firft  refidence  in  France. 

*  This  gentleman  favoured  me  with  a  vifit,  and  when 
I  made  him  acquain':ed  with  my  fcheme,  dilfuaded  me 
from  it,  as  an  uncomfortable  detennination.  He  ad- 
vifed  me  to  ftay  at  Pc-rls,  where  with  good  oeconomy, 
I  could  live  as  cheap  as  In  any  other  place,  and  enjoy 
the  converfation  and  countenance  of  ray  friends,  am.ong 
whicli  number  he  declared  himfclf  one  of  the  moft 
faithful.  He  allured  me,  th-^r  I  fhculd  be  always  wel- 
come to  his  table,  and  want  for  nothing.  He  prcmifed 
to  recommend  me  as  a  lodger  to  a  friend  of  his,  with 
whom  I  would  live  in  a  frugal  and  decent  manner ;  and 
obfcn^ed  th?.t,  as  the  woman  was  well  known  and 
efteemed  by  all  the  Engliih  company  in  Paris,  it  would 
be  the  moft  reputable  Itep  I  could  take,  confidering  my 
youth  and  ficuation,  to  lodge  witli  a  creditable  perlbn, 
v/ho  couIJ  anfwer  for  my  conduft.  Thus  perluaded, 
I  very  funplv  followed  his  advice  j  I  fay,  fimply,  be- 
caufc,  notv/ithftandinghis  reprefentations,  I  foon  found 
mv  mone}'  melt  away,  vv'ithout  any  proxpecc  of  a  frefli 
fupply.  In  lieu  of  this,  however,  I  padcd  my  time 
v.n--  agreeably  in  feveral  Englifli,  and  fome  French  fa- 
nuiies;  where,  in  a  little  time,  I  became  quite  Inti- 
mate, faw  a  great  deal  of  company,  and  was  treated 
vv.rli  the  utrnoft  politenefs  and  regard:  yet.  In  the 
midft  of  thefe  pleafui-es,  many  a  melancholy  figh  would 

nil  at  the  remembrance  of  my  beloved  S ,  whom, 

for 
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for  feveral  years,  I  could  not  recolleft  \vitiic\it  emo- 
tion ;  but  time,  company,  amnfcments,  and  change  of 
place,  in  a  great  meaiure  difTipated  thefe  ideas,  and 
enabled  me  to  bear  my  fate  with  patience  and  refigna- 
tion. 

*  On  my  laft  arrival  at  Paris,  I  was  runciirided  by  a 
crowd  of  profciTed  admirers,  who  lighed  and  flattered 
in  the  ulual  foirns  ;  but,  bt fides  that  my  heart  was  JiOt 
yet  in  a  condition  to  contra6l  nt-w  engagements,  I  was 
prcpoflcffed  ■•againft  them  all,  by  fuppofing  that  they 
prefuraed  upon  tlie  knowledge  of  my  iiiJiicretion  with 

S ;  and  therefore  rejecled  their  adorcfils  with  de- 

teftation  and  difdain:  for,  as  I  have  already  obferved, 
I  was  not  to  be  won,  but  by  the  appearance  of  eileem 
and  tlie  moft  refpeclRil  carriage  ;  and  though,  by  a  talfe 
ftep,  I  had,  in  my  own  opinion,  forfeited  my  title  to 
tlie  one,  I  was  relolved  to  difcoiuage  the  advances  of 
any  man  who  feemed  deficient  in  the  other. 

*  In  this  manner  my  lovers  were,  one  l.-y  one,  re- 
pulfed,  almoft  as  foon  as  they  presented  themlelvvs,  and 
I  preferved  the  independence  of  my  heait,  until  I  be- 
came acquainted  with  a  certain  peer,  whoni  I  often  law 

at  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  P ,  an  Englifii  lady  thcnj-eJ;- 

dent  at  Paris.  This  young  nobleman  profclTed  himielf 
deeply  enamoured  of  me,  in  a  (iyle  lo  different  ircm 
that  of  my  other  admirers,  that  I  heard  his  protella- 
tions  without  dilguftj  and  though  my  inclinations 
were  ftill  free,  ccidd  not  find  in  m.y  heart  to  diiccunie- 
nance  his  addrefies,  which  were  preferred  with  the  mcft 
engaging  m.odeitv,  difsntereftednefs,  and  reipeft. 

*  By  thefe  never- failing  arts,  he  gradually  conquered 
rnv  indifference,  and  gained  the  preference  in  my  tfcetm 

from  Lord  C y  and  the  Prince  of  C ,  who  v/ere 

at  that  time  his  rivals.  But  what  contributed  (n^ore 
than  any  confideraticn)  to  his  fuccefs,  was  his  declar- 
ing openly,  that  he  would  m.arry  me  v/ithout  heiitation, 
as  foon  as  I  could  obtain  a  divorce  from  my  prelent  huf- 
band,  which,  in  all  probability,  might  have  been  eafily 
procured  3  for  before  I  left  England,  Lord had 
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offered  -iV.e  five  thoiifand  pcands,  if  I  would  confent  to 
iVicii  a  mutual  ivieafe,  that  he  might  be  at  libtrty  to 

ei'pouie  cne  Mils  W of  Kent,  to  whom  he  then 

made  love  upon   honourable  terms  :  but  I  was    fool 

enough  to  refule  his  propofal,  by  the  advice  of  S j 

and  whether  or  not  his  lordfhip,  finding  it  im.pracfica- 
bie  to  v/ed  his  new  rnlftrcfs,  began  to  make  love  upon 
another  footing,  I  know  not ;  but  certi'in  it  is,  the  mo- 
ther forbade  lura  the  houfe,  a  circumitance  which  he 
took  fo  heinouQy  ill,  that  he  appealed  to  the  world  in 
a  publick  adverti'.'ement,  beginning  with,  **  Whereas, 

for  ibme  time,  I  have  palTionately  loved  Mils  VvT , 

and  upon  my  not  comply mg  with  the  mother's  propo- 
fals,  they  have  turned  me  out  of  doors  ;  this  is  to  juf- 
tify,""  Uc, 

'  T'ns  dechration,  (igned  with  his  name,  was  aclu- 
ai!y  praiLcd  in  a  number  of  detached  advertifemencs, 
which  he  ordered  to  be  diilhbutcd  to  the  publick  j  and 
afterwards,  being  convinced  by  feme  of  his  friends,  that 
he  had  done  a  veiy  fiily  thing,  he  recalled  them  at  half 
a  guinea  a-piece.  A  copy  of  one  of  them  was  fent  to 
jne  at  Pc^.ris  ;  and  I  believe  my  fether  has  now  one  of 
the  crighials  in  his  pcffeilion.  After  this  wife  'vindi- 
cation of  his  conduct,  he  made  an  attempt  to  cany  off 
the  lady  from  church  by  force  of  ai"ms  j  but  flie  was 
rcfcued  by  the  neighbours.,  headed  by  her  brother,  who 
being  an  attorney,  had  Tike  to  have  m.ade  his  lordfhip 
fmart  Severely  for  this  exploit. 

'  rvleaiiwhile  my  new  admirer  had  mo-de  fome  pro- 
grefs  in  m)'  heart ;  and  my  finances  being  exhaufted,  I 

was  reduced  to  the  altern^itive  of  returning  to  Lord • 

agnin,  or  accepting  Eari  B — ^'s  lofve.  When  m.y  af- 
fairs were  broug'it  to  that  iflue,  I  made  no  hefitation 
in  m.y  choice,  putting  niyfelf  under  the  protection  of  a 
man  of  honour,  whom  I  efleemed,  rather  than  fliffer 
every  fort  of  mortiiication  from  a  perfcn  who  v/as  the 
obie6l  of  m.y  abhorrence  and  contempt.  From  a  mif- 
taken  pride,  I  ciicfe  to  live  in  Lord  B \s  houfe,  ra- 
ther than  be  mamtained  at  his  expence  in  any  other 

place. 
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place.  We  Jpent  leverai  months  agreeably  In  balls  and 

other  diverfions,  vllited  Lord  B k,  who  lived  at  tlie 

diltance  of  a  few  leagues  from  Paris,  and  ftay-d  loim 
days  at  his  houfe,  where  the  entertainment  was,  in  ail 
refpe6ls,  ddightfid,  elegant,  and  rviiined.  Tlieir  liabi- 
tation   was    the   rendezvoiis  of  the  beft  company   in 

France  ;  arid  Lady  E k  maintained  the  fame  llipe- 

riority  in  her  own  fex,  for  which  her  lord  is  fo  juftly 
diftinguifned   ■mong  the  men, 

'  About  Chriltmas  we  let  out  for  England,  accom- 
panied by  a  little  North  Briton,  who  lived  with  Lord 

B as  his  companion,  and  did  not  at  ail  approve  of 

our  ccrrefpondence  •,  whether  out  of  real  friendiliip  for 
Ills  patron,  or  apprehenfion  that  in  time  I  might  liipcr- 
fedc  his  own  influence  with  ray  lord,  I  iliall  not  pretend 
to  determine.  Be  that  as  it  will,  thefroft  was  lb  fcvere, 
that  we  Were  detained  ten  days  at  Calais,  before  we 
could  get  cut  of  the  harbour  j  and  during  that  time,  I 
refle6led  ferioully  on  what  my  new  lover  had  propofed  : 
as  he  -was  veiy  young,  and  unacquainted  v.dth  the 
world,  I  though::  my  ftory  might  ha^/e  efcaped  him ; 
and  therefore  determined  to  give  him  a  faithfui  detail 
of  the  whole,  that  he  might  not  liave  any  thing  to  re- 
proach me  with  in  the  fequel :  befides,  I  did  not  think 
it  honeil  to  engage  him  to  do  more  for  me  than  he 
might  afterwards,  perhaps,  think  I  was  worth.  Ac- 
cordingly, I  comminiicated  to  him  every  particular  of 
my  life ;  and  the  narration,  far  from  altering  his  fenti- 
ments,  rather  confii-med  his  good  opinion,  by  exhibit- 
ing an  undoubted  proof  of  my  franknefs  and  iincerity. 
In  fhort,  he  behaved  with  fuch  generoiity,  as  made  an 
abfolute  conqueft  of  mv  heart :  but  my  love  was  of  a 
different  kind  from  that  which  had  formerly  reigned 
v/ithln  my  brealt,  being  founded  upon  the  warmeft  gra- 
titude and  e^T:eem,  excluflve  of  any  other  coniideration, 
though  his  perfon  vv^as  ver)'  agre;;able,  and  his  addrels 
engaging. 

*  Wiien  we  airived  in  England,  I  went  dlre6lly  to 
his    countrr-leat,   about  twelve  miles   from  Loii  Ion, 
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where  he  foon  joined  me,  and  we  lived  fome  time  in  per- 
fe6l  retirement,  his  relations  being  gre^itly  abrmed  wlih 
the  appreheulion  that  Lord  — — would  bring  an  aflion 
againft  Jiim  j  though  he  himfelf  dcfired  nothing  more, 
and  lived  io  eafy  mider  that  exptfcation,  that  they  Icon 
laid  afide  their  fears  on  his  account. 

*  We  were  vifited  by  Mi".  H B ,  a  relation 

of  my  lord,  and  one  Mr.  R of  the  guards  5  who, 

with  the  little  Scotchman  and  m,y  lover,  made  an  agree- 
able let,  among  whom  I  enjoyed  huntijig,  and  all  man- 
ner of  country  diverfions.     As  to  Mr.  H B , 

if  ever  there  was  a  perfeftion  in  one  man,  it  centered  iii 
him  ;  or  at  leall:,  he,  of  all  the  men  I  ever  knew,  ap- 
proaclied  neareft  to  that  idea  which  I  had  conceived  of 
a  perfeft  chara6fer.  He  was  both  good  and  great,  poi"- 
fefl'ed  an  uncomirnon  genius,  and  the  bed  of  hearts.  Mj", 

R was  a  very  fociable  man,  had  a  good  perfon  and 

cultivated  imderftanding ;  and  my  lord  was  exceirively 
good-humoured  5  fo  that,  with  fuch  com.panions,  no 
place  could  be  infipid  or  dull :  for  my  own  part,  I  con- 
cluded the  family  ;  and  as  I  endeavoured  to  pleafe  and 
make  every  body  happy,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  fuc- 

ceed.     Mr.  B told  me,  that  before  he  faw  me,  he 

heard  I  was  a  fool ;  but  finding  (as  he  was  pleafed  to 
fay)  that  I  had  been  egregioully  mifrepvefented,  he 
courted  my  friendfliip,  and  a  correfpondence  commenced 
between  us  ;  indeed,  it  was  impoffible  lor  any  perfon 
to  know  him,  witliout  entertaining  the  utm.cil  elteem 
and  veneration  for  his  virtue. 

*  After  I  had  lived  icrne  time  in  this  agreeable  re- 
treat, my  hufband  began  to  make  a  buftle  j  he  fent  a 

meflage,  demanding  me  from  Lord  E ;  then  came 

in  perfon,  with  his  night- cap  in  his  pocket,  intending 
to  have  ftayed  all  night,  had  he  been  afked,  and  attend- 
ed by  a  relation,  whom  he  alTured  that  I  was  very  fond 
of  him,  and  detained  by  force  from  his  arms. 

*  Finding  himfelf  difappointed  in  his  expeftations,  he 
commenced  a  law-fuit  againft  Lord  E — — ,  though  not 
for  a  divorce,  as  we  defired,  but  %yith  a  view  to  reclaim 

me 
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me  as  his  lawRil  v/lfe.  His  lawyers,  however,  at- 
tempted to  prove  criminal  converiation,  in  hopes  of  ex- 
torting money  from  my  lover  j  but  their  endeavours 
were  altogether  fi-uitleis  ;  for  no  fervant  of  Lord  B — '$ 
or  mine  could  with  juftice  fay,  we  were  ever  feen  to 
trefpafs  againft  modefly  and  decorum ;  fo  that  the 
plaintiff  was  nonfuited. 

*  While  this  caufe  was  depending,  all  my  lover's 
fi'iends  exprelfed  fear  and  concern  for  the  ifiue,  while  he 
himLlf  behaved  with  the  utmoll  refolution,  and  gave 
me  liich  convincing  proofs  of  a  llrong  and  fteady  affec- 
tion, as  augmented  my  gratitude,  and  rivetted  the  ties 
of  my  love,  which  was  unblemifhed,  faithful,  and  iin- 
ccre. 

'  Soon  after  this  event,  I  was  feized  vv-'th  a  violent  fit 
of  illnefs,  hi  which  I  was  vifited  by  my  fatiier,  and  at- 
tended by  two  phyficians,  one  of  whom  defpaired  of  my 

life,  and  took  his  leave  accordingly;  but  Dr.  S , 

who  v\'as  the  other,  perilled  in  his  attendance,  and  in 
ail  human  appearance  faved  my  life  ;  a  circumilance  by 
v/hich  he  acquired  a  great  Qiire  of  reputation  :  yet, 
notsvithftanding  all  his  affiftance,  I  was  confined  to  my 

bed  for  ten  v/eeks  ;  during  which.  Lord  B 's  grief 

was  immoderate,   his   care   and   generofity  unlimited. 

While  I  lay  in  this  extremit}',  Ivlr.  S- ,  penetrated 

by  my  melancholy  condition,  which  revived  his  tender- 
nefs,  begged  leave  to  be  adm.itted  to  my  prefence ;  and 

Lord  B would  have  complied  with  his  requeft,  had 

I  not  been  judged  too  weak  to  bear  the  fliock  of  fuch 
an  inter\'iew.  My  conilimtion,  however,  agreeably 
difappointed  their  fears ;  and  the  fever  had  no  fooner 
left  me,  than  I  was  removed  to  a  hunting-feat  belong- 
ing to  my  lover,  ii-om  v/hence,  after  I  had  recovered 

m.y  Itrength,  v/e  went  to  B Cattle,  where  we  kept 

open  houi'e :  and  while  v/e  remained  at  this  place.  Lord 
B received  a  letter  from  Lord ,  dated  Novem- 
ber, challenging  him  to  tingle  combat  in  Mav,  upon 
the  frontiers  of  France  and  Flanders.  This  defiance 
v,-3  5  lent  in  consequence  of  v.'liat  had  palfed  betv^'ixt 

tlitm 
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them  long  before  my  indifpoiition,  at  a  meeting  in  a 

certain  tavern,  where  they  quarreileci,  and  in  the  fray 
my  lover  threw  his  anLagon'ft  under  the  table.  I  coxui- 
felkci  hhn  to  take  no  .notice  of  this  rhouomontade, 
which  I  knew  was  void  of  all  intention  of  pericrm- 
ance ;  and  he  was  wile  enough  to  fellow  my  advice  j 
refoivedj  however,  fliouid  the  meflage  be  repeated,  to 
take  the  challenger  at  his  word. 

*  Having  refided  feme  time  in  this  place,  we  returr- 
ed  to  the  odier  coimtry  houfe  which  he  liad  leit.  wheie 

Lord  B addicLed  himfelf  fo  much  to  hunting,  and 

other  male  diverlicns,  that  I  began  to  think  he  neo-le6l- 
ed  me,  and  apprized  him  of  my  lufpicion  ;  ailuring 
liim,  at  tlie  fame  time,  that  I  would  leave  him  as  fcon 
as  my  opinion  ihould  be  confirmed. 

'  This  declaration  had  no  effefl  upon  his  behaviour, 
■which  became  I'o  remarkably  cold,  that  even  Mi\yR — , 
who  lived  v/ith  us,  imagined  that  his  afFe6lion  was 
palpably  diminifhed.  When  I  went  to  town,  I  was 
iifually  attended  by  his  ccufm,  or  this  gentleman,  or 
both,  but  i'eldom  favoured  with  his  company;  nay, 
when  I  repa'r.d  to  Eath,  for  the  re-eftablilhment  of  my 
health,  he  permitted  me  to  go  alone,  fo  that  I  was  quite 
perlliaded  of  his  indifference ;  and  yec  I  was  miiiuken 
in  my  opini::n:   but  I  had  been  fpoiled  bv  the  beha- 

~viour  of  my  firft  hufou-sd,  and  Mv.  S ,  vv^ho  never 

quitted  me  rcr  the  lake  cf  :iny  amultment,  and  often 
relided  the  calls  cf  the  molt  urgent  bulinefi  rather  than 
part  from  me,  though  but  tor  a  ^ew  hours.  I  thought 
eveiy  man  who  loved  me  truly,  v;culd  aft  in  the  fame 
manner :  and  whether  I  am  right  or  v/rong  in  my  con- 
jefturesj  I  have  wifer  caiu-fls  to  judge.  Certain  it  is, 
fucli  facrinct  .^.nd  devotio;!  is  the  moft  phaiing  procf  of 
an  admirer's  paflion  ;  and  "joye'z.  moi  plus  fowvent-,  &  ne 
me  donnez  rien,  is  one  of  n;y  favourit*.  maxims.  A 
man  may  give  :rGney,  becaufe  he  is  profui'e  ;  he  may 
be  violently  x^jrulf  becaufe  he  is  of  a  fanguine  conllitu- 
tion ;  but  if  lie  gives  me  his  time,  he  gives  an  unquef- 
tionable  proof  of  my  being  in  full  pofitifion  of  his  heart, 

<  My 
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*  Afv  appearance  at  Bath,  without  the  company  of 

Lord  B ,  occailoiied  a  general  lurprize,  and'encou- 

raged  the  m.n  to  pefter  me  winh  addrefles  j  eveiy  new 
admirer  endeavouring  to  advance  his  luit,  by  demon- 
itratiug  the  unkind  and  difrefpeclful  be'-«?.viou:-  of  'tis 
lordlhip,  Ind  cd,  this  vvas  the  moft  etieccual  llrinc- 
they  could  touch  -.  ray  pride  and  refentment  were  alami- 
ed,  and  I  was  weak  enough  to  liften  to  one  man,  vv^ho 
had  like  to  have  infmuated  himfelf  intomy  inclinations. 
He  v/as  tall  and  large  boned,  with  white  liair,  inclin- 
ing to  what  is  called  ian.iy,  and  had  the  reputation  of 
being  handibme,  though  I  thhik  he  fcarce  deferved  that 
epithet.  He  poffeficd  a  large  fortune,  lo\'ed  mifchief, 
and  ihick  at  nothing  for  the  accoi-npliihment  of  his  de- 
figns ;  one  of  his  chief  p'eafu res  being  that  of  fetting 
two  lovers  at  variance.  He  employed  his  addrefs  upon 
me  with  great  afiiduity,  and  kne--*'  fo  well  how  to  ma- 
nage my  refentment,  that  I  was  pleafed  vvitli  his  man- 
ner ;  heard  his  vows  without  diiiuft :  and,  in  a  word, 
promi  "ed  to  deliberate  with  myle:t  upon  his  propofals, 
and  give  him  an  account  of  my  c^':  rmination  in  writ- 
ing. 

'  Thus  refolved,   I  went  to  Lord  B ,  in  V/ilt- 

fhire,  whither  I  was  followed  bv  this  pretender  to  my 
heart,  who  vinted  us  on  the  footing  of  an  acquaintancej 
but  when  1  reflecled  on  what  I  had  done,  I  condemned 
my  own  conduce  as  indifcreet,  thcugi;  nothing  deciiive 
had  pafled  between  us,  and  began  to  hate  him  in  pro- 
portion to  the  felf-conviclion  I  felt ;  perceiving  that  I 
had  involved  myielf  in  a  difficulty  from  which  I  ihculd 
not  be  eafiiy  dilengaged.  For  the  prefent,  however,  I 
found  means  to  poilpone  mv  declaration ;  he  admitted 
my  excufe,  and  I  returned  to  London  with  Lord  B — -, 
Vv-ho  v/as  again  fummcned  to  the  field  by  his  former 
cliallenger. 

'  H — J — n,   governor,    counfellor,   and   fteward  to 

this  little    hero,  came    to  Lord  B ■  v/ith  a  verbal 

mefTage,  importing,  that  his  lordfhip  had  clianged  his 
rtiind   about  going  to  Flanders,  but  expe^fted  to  mett 

him 
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him   on  fuch  a  day  and  hour,  in  the  bury i]\g- ground 

near  Red  Lion  Square.  Lord  B accepted  the  cliai- 

knge,  and  gave  me  an  account  oi:  what  had  palled ; 
but  he  had  been  anticipated  by  the  nitficnger,  who  had 
already  tried  to  alai'm  my  fears,  from  the  confideration 
of  the  conlequence,  that  I  might  take  fome  meafurcs 
to   prevent  their  meeting.     I  perceived   his  drift,  and 

told  him  plainly  that  Lord had  no  intention  to 

rlfk  his  perfon,  though  he  endeavoured  with  ail  his 
iniglit  to  periuade  me,  that  his  principal  w  as  defperate 
and  determined,  I  knew  my  little  hulband  too  well,  to 
think  he  would  bring  matters  to  any  dangerous  ifiiie, 
and  was  apprehenlive  of  nothing  but  foul  play,  from 
the  .villainy  of  H — n,  v/ith  which  I  was  equally  well 
acquainted.     Indeed,  I  lignificd   my  doubts  on    that 

Icore   to  Mr.   B ,  who  would   have  attended  his 

kiniman  to  the  field,  had  he  not  thought  he  might  be 
liable  to  cenfure,  if  any  thing  fiiouid  happen  to  Lord 

B ,  becaufe  he  himfelf  was  heh-  at  la  .v  :  for  that 

reaibn    he  judiciouily    declined  being  perfonally   con. 

cerned  5  and  we  pitched  upon  the  Earl  of  A ,  his 

lordfliip's  uncle,  who  willingly  undertook  the  office. 

*  At  the  appointed  tim.e  they  went  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  where  the)''  had  not  waited  long  when  the 
challenger  appeared,  m  a  new  pink  iattin  waiifcoat, 
v/hich  he  had  put  on  for  the  occafion,  with  liis  Iword 
under  his  arm,  and  his  fteward  by  him,  leaving,  in 
an  hackney-coach;  at  Ibme  did ance  a  lurgeon  whom  he 
had  provided  for  the  care  of  his  perfon.  Thus  equip- 
ped, he  advanced  to  his  antagcnill,  and  deilred  him  to 

chufe  bis  ground  ;  upon  which  Lord  E told  him, 

that  if  he  muif  fall,  it  v/as  not  material  which  grave 
lie  fhculd  tumble  over. 

*  Our  little  hero  finding  him  fo  jocofe  and  deter- 
mined, turned  to   Lord  *A ,   and  defued  to  f|3cak 

with  him,  that  he  might  difburdcn  his  confcienc^,  be- 
fore they  fnould  begin  the  v/ork  ofdeatli.  They  ac- 
cordingly v>^ent  ajide;  and  he  gave  him  l6  unc'ejitand, 
that  his  motive  for  fighting  wao  Lcrd  £—<*—.'§  detain- 
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ing  his  wife  from  him  by  com.puiiion.     The  Earl  of 

A •  affared  him  he  was  egrcgioiiily  miitaicen  in  hia 

conje6lure  ;  that  his  nephew  ufed  no  iorce  or  undue  in- 
fluence to  keep  me  in  his  houfe  5  but  it  could  not  be  ex- 
pefted  that  he  would  turn  me  out  of  doors. 

*  This  explanation   was    altogether  latisfaclory   to 

Lord ,  who  faid  he  was  far  from  being  fo  unrea- 

fonable  as  to  expeft  Lord  B would  ccmmiit  fuch  a 

breach  of  hofpitality ;  and  all  he  defircd  was,  that  his 
wife  fhould  be  left  to  her  own  inciinations.  Upon  thefa 
articles,  peace  was  concluded,  and  they  paited  witliout 
blood/hed.     At  leaft,  thefe  are  the  particulars  of  the 

ftoiy,  as  they  were  related  by  Lord  A ,  ^vith  whom 

I  laughed  heartily  at  the  adventure,  for  I  n.ner  doubt- 
ed that  the  challenger  would  find  fome  expedient  to 
prevent  the  duel,  though  I  wondered  how  he  muftered 
up  refolution  enough  to  cany  it  fo  far. 

<  That  he  mdght  not,  hov/ever,  give  us  any  more 
trouble,  we  refolved  tc-go  and  enioy  ourfelves  in  France  ;• 
whither  I  went  by  myfelf,  in  iiopes  of  being  foon  joined 
by  my  lover,  wiio  was  obliged  to  itay  feme  time  longer 
In  England,  to  fettle  his  affairs.  He  was  fo  much  af- 
fected at  our  parting  (though  but  a  few  weeks)  that 
he  was  almoft  diltrafted :  and  this  afili6lion  rer.ewed 
my  tendemefs  for  him,  becaufe  it  v/as  an  imdoubted 
proof  of  his  love.  I  wrote  to  him  every  poft  from 
France ;  and,  as  I  had  no  fecrets,  defired  him  to  take 
care  of  all  the  letters  that  fliould  come  to  his  hcufe, 
directed  to  me,  after  my  departure  from  England. 

'  This  was  an  unfortunate  office  for  him,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  which  he  chanced  to  open  a  letter  from  Sir 

T A ,  with  whom   (as  I  have  already  ob- 

fervcd)  I  had  fome  correfpondence  at  Bath.  I  had, 
according  to  my  promife,  given  this  genileman  a  deci- 
five  anfv/er,  im.porting,  tha';  I  was  determined  to  re- 
main in  my  prefent  fituaticn;  but  as  Lord  B— — 
was  ignorant  of  my  fentiments  in  that  particular, 
and  perceived  from  the  letter  that  fomethmg  ex- 
traordinaiy  had  paffed  betvv-eeii  us,   and  that   I  was 

Vol.  hi.  L  eameftly 
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carneftly  foliclted  to  leave  him,  he  was  felzed  with  tlie 
titmoft  conilernation  and  concern  j  and  having  pre- 
vioully  obtained  the  king's  leave  to  go  aliroad,  let  out 
that  very  night  for  France,  leaving  his  affairs  in  the 
greateft  contufion. 

*  Sir  T A hearing  I  was  gone,  without 

underftanding  the  caufe  of  my  departure,  took  the  fame 
route,  and  both  arrived  at  Dover  next  day. 

*  They  heard  of  each  otlier's  motions  ;  each  bribed 
the  mafter  of  a  packet-boat  to  tranfport  him  with  ex- 
pedition j  but  that  depending  upon  the  wind,  both 
reached  Calais  at  the  fame  time,  though  in  different 

veflels.     Sir  T lent  his  valet  de  chambre,  poft, 

with  a  letter,  intreating  me  to  accompany  him  into 
Italy,  where  he  would  make  me  miftrefs  of  his  whole 
fortune,  and  to  fet  out  dire6lly  for  that  country,  that 

he  might  not  lofe  me  by  the  arrival  of  Lord  B , 

promiling  to  join  me  on  the  road,  if  I  would  confent  to 
make  him  happy.  I  fent  his  mellenger  back  with  an 
snfwer,  wherein  I  exprelfed  furprize  at  his  propolals, 
after  having  fignified  my  refolution  to  him  before  I  left 
England.     He  was  fcarce  difmiifed,  when  I  received 

another  letter  from  Lord  B ,  befeeching  me  to  meet 

him  at  Clermont,  upon  the  road  from  Calais  ;  and  con- 
juring me  to  avoid  the  fight  of  his  rival,  fhould  he 
get  the  flart  of  him  in  travelling.     This,  however, 

was  not  likely  to  be  the  cafe,  as  Lord  B rode  poft, 

and  the  other  was,  by  his  corpulence,  obliged  to  travel 
Jn  a  chaife  j  yet,  that  I  might  not  increafe  his  anxiety, 
I  left  Paris  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  his  meffage, 
and  met  him  at  the  appointed  place ;  where  he  received 
me  with  all  the  agitation  of  joy  and  fear,  and  afked  if  I 

had  ever  encouraged  Sir  T A in  his  addrefles. 

I  very  candidly  told  him  the  whole  tranfaftion,  at  which 
he  was  incenfed  j  but  his  indignation  wasfoon  appeafed, 

.  when  I  profefTed  my  peniteuce,  and  aflured  him  that  I 
had  totally  rejected  his  rival.  Not  that  I  approved  of 
my  bchavioui-  to  Sii"  T'-^-^j  who  (I  own)  was  ill  ufed 

in 
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in  this  afTair ;  but  lurely  it  was  more  exciifable  to  halt 
here,  than  proceed  farther  in  my  indifcretion. 

*  My  lover  being  latisiied  with  my  declaration,  wa 
went  together  to  Paris,  being  attended  by  the  Scotch- 
man whom  I  have  already  mentioned  j  though  I  believe 
he  was  not  over  and  above  well  pleaied  to  fee  matters 
thus  amicably  compromifed.  The  furious  knight  fol- 
lowed us  to  the  capital ;  infifted  on  feeing  me  in  per- 
Ibn  j  told  this  North  Briton,  that  I  was  aftually  en- 
gaged to  him ;  wrote  every  hour,  and  railed  at  my  per- 
fidious conducl:.  I  took  no  notice  of  thefe  delirious 
tranfports,  which  were  alfo  difregarded  by  Lord  B— — , 
till  one  night  he  was  exafperated  by  the  inlinuations  of 
Mr.  C ,  who,  I  believe.  Inflamed  his  jealou.y,  by- 
hinting  a  fufpicion  that  I  was  really  in  love  with  his 
rival.  What  palled  betwixt  them  I  know  not,  but  he 
(ent  for  me  from  the  opera,  by  a  phyfician  of  Paris, 
who  v/as  a  fort  of  go-between  among  us  all,  and  who 
told  me,  that  if  I  did  net  come  home  on  the  inflant,  a 
duel  would  be  fought  on  my  account. 

*  I  was  very  much  fhocked  at  this  infoiTnatlon ;  but 
by  being  ufed  to  alarms  from  the  behaviour  of  Lord 
— — ,  I  had  acquired  a  pretty  good  fhare  of  refolution, 
and  v/ith  great  compofure  entered  the  room  where  Lord 
B — ^ —  was,  with  his  companion,  whom  I  immediately- 
ordered  to  withdraw.  I  then  gave  his  lordfhip  to  un- 
dcrftand,  that  I  was  Informed  of  what  had  pafled,  and 
thought  myfelf  fo  much  injured  by  the  perfon  who  had 
juft  quitted  the  apartment,  that  I  woidd  no  longer  live 
under  the  fame  roof  with  him. 

*  Lord  B raved  like  a  bedlamite,  taxing  me  with 

want  of  candour  and  aifeftion ;  but  I  eafdy  juftlfied 
my  own  mtegrity,  and  gave  him  fuch  affurances  of  my 
love,  that  his  jealoufy  fubfided,  and  his  fpirits  were  re- 
compofed.     Neverthelefs,  I  inrifled  upon  his  difmifTrng 

Mr.  C ,  on  pain  of  my  leaving  the  houfe,  as   I 

cold  not  help  thinking  he  had  ufed  his  endeavours  to 
prejudice  me  in  the  opinion  of  my  lord.  If  his  con- 
^ud  was  the  refult  of  friendfhip  for  his  patron,  he  cer- 

L  2.  tainly 
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tainly  a6led  the  part  of  an  honeft  and  tnifty  adherent. 
But  I  could  not  eafily  forgive  him,  becaiife  a  few 
weeks  before,  hi  had,  by  my  Intercft,  cbcained  a  con- 
fiderable  addition  to  his  aiiowance  5  and  even  after  the 
fteps  he  had  taken  to  difobHge  me,  I  was  not  fo  much 

his  enemy  but  that  I  prevailed  upon  Lord  B- to 

double  his  falaiT?  that  iiis  leaving  the  family  niight  be 
310  deaiment  to  his  fortune. 

*  His  lordlhip  having  complied  with  my  dem.and, 
this  gentleman,  after  having  ftayed  three  days  in  the 
houfe  to  prepare  for  his  departure,  during  which  I 
Vv'ouid  not  fuiter  him  to  be  admitted  into  my  prefcnce, 
made  his  retreat  with  a  fine  young  girl  who  was  my 
companion,  and  I  have  never  feen  him  fmce  that  time. 

'  Sir  T ftiil  continued  furious,  and  would  not 

take  a  denial,  except  from  my  own  mouth  j  upon 
which,  with  the  approb?tion  of  Lord  B  ■  ,  I  in- 
dulged him  with  an  intei-view.  He  entered  the  apart- 
ment with  a  ftem  countenance,  and  told  me  I  had  ufed 
him  ill.  I  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge,  and  begged 
his  pardon  accordingly.  I  attempted  to  reafcn  the 
cafe  v.'ith  him,  but  he  would  have  no  arguments  ex- 
cept his  cv-Ti,  and  even  tried  to  intimidate  mie  witii 
threats ;  v/hich  provoked  me  to  fuch  a  degree,  tha.t  I 
defied  his  vengeance.  I  tcld  him  that  I  feared  nothing 
but  the  report  of  my  own  confcience  5  that  though  I 
had  a6led  a  fimple  part,  he  dui^ft  not  fry  there  was  any 
thing  criminal  in  my  conduft  j  and  that  from  his  pre- 
fent  frantick  and  unjult  behaviour,  I  thought  myfelf 
happy  in  h?ving  efcapcd  him.  He  fwore  I  v,'as  the 
moll  inflexible  of  all  creatures,  :,lked  if  ncrhing  would 
move  m-ej  and  v.-hen  I  anfv.ered  *'  Ncthhig;,"  took  Lis 
leave,  and  never  after  perfccuted  me  v/ith  his  addrefiVs  ; 
though  I  have  heard  he  was  vain  and  faile  enough  to 
bcafl:  of  favours,  which,  upon  my  honour,  he  never  re- 
ceived ;  as  he  himl'elf,  at  one  time,  owned  to  Doctor 
Cart  well  at  Paris. 

*  While  he  underwent  all  this  frenzy  and  diftracticn 
upon  my  account^  he  was  loved  with  the  iame  violence 

of 
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•f  pafTion  by  a  certain  Scotch  lady  of  quality ;  who, 
when  he  followed  me  to  Fiance,  purmed  him  thither 
with  the  fame  eagernefs  and  expedition.  Far  from  being 
jealous  of  me  as  a  rival,  flie  ul'ed  to  come  to  my  houfe, 
implore  my  good  offices  with  the  objeft  of  her  love,  and 
laying  herfetf  on  the  floor  at  full  length  before  the  fire, 
weep  and  ciy  like  a  perfon  bereft  of  her  fenfes.  She 
bitterly  complained,  that  he  had  never  obliged  her  but 
once  ;  and  begged,  with  the  moll  eanieit:  fupplications, 
that  I  would  give  her  an  opportunity  of  feeing  him.  at 
my  hoiife.  But  I  thought  proper  to  avoid  her  com- 
pany, as  foon  as  I  perceived  her  intention. 

*  We  continued  at  Paris  for  fome  time,  during  which 
I  contra^led  an  acquaintance  with  the  fifter  of  Madam 

la  T ,    She  was  the  fuppofed  miftrefs  of  the  Prince 

cf  C ,  endowed  with  a  great  fhare  of  imderftanding, 

and  loved  plcafure  to  excefs,  though  {he  maintained  her 
reputation  on  a  refpectable  footing,  by  living  with  her 
hufband  and  mother.  This  lady  perceiving  that  I  had 
infpired  her  lover  with  a  paffion,  wliich  gave  me  uneaf.- 
nel's  on  her  account,  actually  praftifed  all  her  eloquence 
and  art,  in  perfuading  me  to  liilen  to  his  love  j  for  it 
was  a  maxim  with  her,  to  pleafe  him  at  any  rate.  I 
was  (hocked  at  her  indelicate  compliance,  and  rejefted 
the  propofal,  as  repugnant  to  my  prelent  engagement, 
which  I  held  as  iacred  as  any  nuptial  tie,  and  much 
more  binding  than  a  forced  or  unnatural  marriage. 

*  Upon  our  return  to  England,  we  lived  in  great  har- 
mony and  peace  5  a.nd  nothing  was  w^anting  to  m.y  hap- 
pinefs,  but  the  one  thing  to  me  thje  m.oit  needfujj  I 
mean  the  enchanting  tendernefs  and  delightful  enthuijafm 

of  love.     Lord  B 's  heart  (I  believe)  felt  the  foft 

imprelTions  ;  and  for  my  own  part,  I  loved  him  with 
the  moft  faithful  affection.  It  is  not  enough  to  fay  I 
wiflied  him  well ;  I  had  the  m.oft  delicate,  the  moft  ge- 
nuine efteem  for  his  virtue  j  I  had  an  intimate  regard 
and  anxiety  for  his  intereft ;  and  felt  for  him  as  if  he 
had  been  my  own  fon :  but  ftill  there  was  a  vacancy  m 
my  heait  3  tht:-e  was  not  that  fervour,  that  tranf^-^ort, 

L  a  that 
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that  extafy  of  pafncn  which  I  b.ad  formerly  known  ;  my 
bofom  was  not  filled  with  the  little  deity;  I  could  not 
help  recalling  to  my  remembrance  the  fond,  the  ravafli- 

ing  moments,  I  had  paffed  with  S .    Had  I  under- 

ilcod  the  conditions  of  life,  tliole  pleaflires  were  happily 
exchanged  for  my  prefent  ftuation  ;  becauie,  if  I  was 
now  dep]';v.'d  of  thofe  rapturous  enjoymentSj  I  was  alio 
■exempted  from  t^.e  cares  and  anxiety  that  attended 
them  ;  but  I  was  generally  extravagant  in  my  notions  • 
of  happinefs,  and  thcrt'-fore  conilnied  my  prefent  tran- 
qiiiliity  into  an  infipid  languor  and  (lagnation  of  life. 

*  While  I  remained  in  this  inaftivity  of  fentiment, 

iord ,  having  received  a  very  confiderable  addition 

to  his  fortune,  fen'-  a  m.effage  to  me,  promifng,  that  if  I 

v/ould  leave  Lord  B ,  he  would  make  me  a  prefent   , 

of  a  houfe  and  firniture,  where  I  fliould  live  at  my 
eafe,  without  beii'.g  expofed  to  his  vifits,  except  v/hen 

I  fhould  be  difpofed  to  receive  them.  This  propolal 
he  made  in  confequence  of  what  I  had  always  declared, 
namely,  that  if  he  had  not  reduced  me  to  the  neceifity 
of  putting  m.yfelf  under  the  proteftion  of  fome  perlbn 
or  other,  by  depriving  me  of  any  other  means  of  fub- 
fiftence,  I  fhoiild  never  have  given  the  leaft  caufe  to 
fcandaiize  my  reputation ;  and  that  I  would  withdraw 
myfelf  from  mv  prefent  depcndance,  as  foon  as  he 
aliouid  enable  me  to  live  by  myfelf.  I  was  tlierefore 
refolved  to  be  as  good  as  my  vv^ord,  and  accepted  his 
offer,  on  condition  that  I  fhould  be  wlioUy  at  m.y  own 
difpofal,  and  that  he  fhould  never  enter  my  door  but  a^ 
a  vifitant  or  common  friend. 

*  Thefe  articles  being  ratified  by  his  word  and  ho- 
nour (the  value  of  which  I  did  not  then  know)  an 
lioufe  was  furniflied  according  to.my  direftions  ;  and  I 

fignified  my  intention  to  Lord  B ,  who  consented 

to  my  removal,  with  this  provifo,  that  I  fhould  con- 
tinue to  fee  him.     I  wrote  alfo  to  his  relation  Mr, 

B ,  who,  in  his  anfwer,  obferved,  that  it  v/as  too 

late  to  advife  when  I  was  a6lually  determined.  All 
my  friends  and  acquaintance  approved  of  the  fcheme, 

though 
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though  it  was  one  of  the  moll  unjiilllfiable  fteps  I  had 
ever  taken,  being  a  real  act  of  ingratiltudi  to  niy  bene- 
faftcr  \  which  I  loon  did,  aiid  always  fhaL,  regret  and 
conderi;n.  So  little  is  the  world  qualified  to  judge  of" 
privare  afrairs ! 

*  When  the  time  of  our  part'.ncr  drew  near,  Lord 
B became  gloomy  and  difcontented,  and  even  in- 
treated  me  to  poilpone  my  refclution ;  but  I  told  him, 
that  now  every  thing  was  prepared  for  m.}-  reception, 
I  cc'.dd  .lot  retra£l  without  incurring  the  imputation 
of  folly  and  extravagance.  On  the  very  day  of  my 
departure,  Mr.  B endeavoured,  v/Ich  all  tlie  argu- 
ments he  could  iliggeft,  to  diiiuade  me  from  my  pur- 
pofe ;  and  I  made  ufe  of  the  fame  anfwer  which  had 
fatisficd  his  friend.  Finding  mie  deten-nined  upon  re- 
movina:,  he  bunt. into  a  fiocd  of  tears,   e:-:claimiiig, 

it  By  G— d,  if  Lord  B can  bear  it,  I  can^tj"  I 

was  thunderfiruLk  at  this  expreffion ;  for  though  1  had 

been  told  that  Mr.  B was  in  love  with  me,  I  gave 

no  ere  J  it  to  the  report,  becaufe  lie  had  never  declared 
his  paflion,  and  this  was  tiie  firft  hint  of  it  that  ever 
efcaped  him  In  m,v  hearing.  I  v/as  therefore  fo  much 
amazed  at  the  circumftance  of  this  abrupt  explanation, 
that  I  could  make  no  anfwer ;  b\it  having  taken  my 
leave,  went  away,  ruminating  on  the  unexpected  decla- 
ration. 

*  Lord  E (as  T  vv-as  inform.ed)  fpoke  not  a  v/ord 

that  whole  night,  and  took  my  leaving  him.  lb  much  to 
heart,  that  tv/o  years  elapfed  bcfcvi-e  he  got  the  better  of 
his  grief.  This  Intell-gt-nce  I  aftei-wards  received  from 
his  own  mouth,  and  alked  his  forgivenefs  for  miy  xm- 
kind  retreat,  though  I  fliall  never  be  able  to  obtain  my 

own.     As  for  Mr.  B ,  he  v^-as  overwhelmed  with 

forrow,  and  m.ade  iuch  efforts  to  fupprefs  his  concern, 

as  had  well  nigh  coft  him  his  life.     Dr.  S was 

called  to  him  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  and  found  hi)n 
almioft  fuftocated.  He  focn  gueffed  the  caufe,  v^4len  he 
underftocd  that  1  had  left  the  houfe  :  io  that  I  niyfelf 
was  the  only  perfon  concerned  who  was  utterly  ignorant 

of 


laS  PEREGRINE    PICKLE, 

of  his  affeftion ;  for  I  folemly  declare,  he  never  gave 
ine  the  leail  realbn  to  fufpe6L  it  while  I  lived  with  his 
relation,  becauie  he  had  too  much  honour  to  entertain  a 
thought  of  fupplanting  his  friend,  and  too  good  an  opi- 
nion of  me  to  believe  he  fliould  have  fucceeded  in  the 

attempt.     Though  my  love  for  Lord  B was  not 

fo  tender  and  interefting  as  the  pafTion  I  had  felt  for 
S ,  niy  fidelity  was  inviolable,  and  I  never  har- 
boured the  moil  diftant  thought  of  any  other  perfon, 
till  after  I  had  refoived  to  have  him,  when  (I  own)  I 
afforded  fome  fmall  encouragement  to  the  addrelfes  of 
a  new  admirer,  by  telling  him,  that  I  fhould,  in  a  little 
time,  be  my  own  miftrefs,  though  I  was  not  now  at 
my  own  difpofal. 

*  I  enjoyed  my  own  houfe  as  a  little  paradife :  it  was 
accommodated  with  all  forts  of  conveniences  ;  every 
thing  was  new,  and  therefore  pleafmg,  and  the  whole 
abiblutely  at  my  comm.and.  I  had  the  company  of  a 
relation,  a  very  good  woman,  with  whom  I  lived  in  the 
moft  amicable  manner  ;  was  vifited  by  the  belt  people 
in  town,  (I  mean  thofe  of  the  male  fex,  the  ladies  hav- 
ing long  ago  forfalcen  me  ;)  I  frequented  all  reputable 
places  of  public  entertainment,  and  had  a  concert  at 
home  once  a  week ;  fo  that  my  days  rolled  on  in  hap- 
pinefs  and  quiet,  till  all  my  iweets  were  imbittered  by 
the  vexatious  behaviour  of  my  hulband,  who  began  to 
irnportune  me  again  to  live  with  him  ;  and  by  the  in- 

creafing  anxiety  of  Lord  B ,  who  (though  I  ftill 

admitted  his  vifits)  plainly  perceived  that  I  wanted  to 
relinqullli  his  correfpondence.  This  difcovery  railed 
Inch  tempeils  of  jealoufy  and  defpair  within  his  breaft, 
that  he  kept  me  in  continual  alarms  ;  he  lent  mellages 
to  me  every  hour,  iigned  his  letters  with  his  own  blood, 
raved  like  a  man  in  an  extafy  of  rnadnefs,  railed  at  my 
ingratitude,  and  praifed  my  conduft  by  turns.  He 
offered  to  facrifice  every  thing  for  my  loye,  to  leave  the 
kingdom  forthwith,  and  live  with  me  for  ever  in  any 
pait  of  the  v.'orld  where  I  fliould  chule  to  reiide. 

*  Theie  were  generous  and  tempting  propofals ;  but 

I  was 
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I  was  befet  with  ccunfellcrs  who  were  not  totally  dif- 
intereiled,  ar/d  who  difiliaded  me  frcm  ernbracing  the 

prefers  of  my  lover,  on  pretence  that  Lord would 

be  highly  injured  by  my  compliance.  I  liftened  to  their 

advice,  and  hardened  my  he;irt  againit  Lord  B 's 

forrow  and  ibii citations.  My  behaviour  on  this  oc- 
caiion  is  altogether  unaccountable  j  this  was  the  only 
time  that  ever  I  v^as  a  flave  to  adrngnition.  The  con- 
dition of  Lord  B would  have  m^elted  any  heart  but 

mine,  and  yet  mine  was  one  of  the  m.oft  fcniible :  he 
emplcyed  his  couim  as  an  advocate  with  me,  till  that 
gentleman  aftually  refufed  the  ofhce,  telling  him  can- 
didly, that  his  own  inclinations  were  too  much  engaged 
to  peraiit  him  to  pei-form  the  ta(k  with  fidelity  and 
truth.  He  accordingly  reiolved  to  avoid  my  prefence, 
until  my  lord  and  I  iliculd  come  to  feme  final  deter- 
mination, which  was  greatly  retarded  by  the  perfe- 
verance  of  his  Icrdfhip,  who  would  not  rengn  his  hopes, 
even  when  I  pretended  that  another  man  had  engaged 
my  heart,  but  faid,  that  in  time  my  ailccticn  m^ight 
return. 

'  Our  ccrrefpondence,  hov/ever,  gradually  wore  ofFj 

upon  which  Mr.  B renewed  his  viiits,  and  many 

agreeable  and  happy  hours  we  paficd  together.  Not 
that  he,  or  any  other  perfon  whom  I  now  faw,  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  privilege  of  a  fortunate  lever :  I  kn-iw  he 
loved  me  to  madncfs  j  but  I  would  not  gratify  his 
pafiion  any  other  way  than  by  the  m.oft  profound  eifeem 
and  veneration  for  his  viitues,  which  v/erc  altogether 
amiable  and  fublime  j  and  I  would  here  draw  his  cha- 
ra6ler  minutely,  but  it  would  take  up  tco  m.uch  tim.e 
to  fet  forth  his  mierits ;  the  only  m.an  living  of  my  ac- 
quaintance who  refembles  him  is  Lord  F ,  of  whom 

I  fliall  fpeak  in  the  fequel. 

*  About  this  time,  I  underwent  a  very  interefting 
change  in  the  fituation  of  my  heart,     I  had  fent  a  mef- 

fage  to  m.y  old  lover  S ,  dcfiring  he  would  allow 

my  picture,  which  v/as  in  his  pcffclHon,  to  be  copied  j 
and  he  now  tranfinitted  it  to  me  by  my  lawver,  v/horA 

he 
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he  duelled  to  afk,  if  I  intended  to  be  at  the  next  maf- 
querade.  This  ciiriolity  had  a  Ibange  effeft  upon  my 
fpirits  }  my  heart  fluttered  at  the  quelHon,  and  my  ima- 
gination glowed  with  a  thoufand  fond  prefages.  I  an- 
fwered  in  the  affirmative,  and  we  met  by  accident  at  tha 
ball.  I  could  not  behold  him  without  emotion  j  when 
he  accofted  me,  his  well-known  voice  m.ade  my  heart 
vibrate,  like  a  muiical  chord,  when  it's  uiiifon  is  ftiiick. 
All  the  ideas  of  our  paft  love,  which  the  lapfe  of  time 
and  abience  had  enfeebled  and  lulled  to  ficep,  now 
av/oke,  and  were  re-inl'pired  by  his  appearance  5  fo  that 
his  artiul  excufes  were  eafily  admitted  :  I  forgave  him 
all  that  I  had  fuffered  on  his  account,  becaufe  he  was 
the  natural  lord  of  my  affection  j  and  our  fonner  cor- 
relpondence  v/as  renewed. 

*  I  thought  myfelf  in  a  new  world  of  blifs,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  reconciliation,  the  raptures  of  which 
continued  unimpaired  for  the  fpace  of  four  months  } 
during  which  time  he  was  fonder  of  me,  if  poffible,  than 
before  ;  repeated  his  promife  of  marriage,  if  we  fliould 
ever  have  it  in  our  power  5  afTured  me  he  had  never 
been  happy  fmce  he  left  me ;  that  he  believed  no  man 
had  ever  loved  like  me ;  and.  Indeed,  to  have  a  notion 
of  m.y  paihon  for  that  man,  you  muft  firft  have  loved 
as  I  did :  but  through  a  ftrange  caprice,  I  broke  off 
the  correfpondence,  o\it  of  appreheniion  that  he  would 
forfake  me  again.  From  his  paft  conduft,  I  dreaded 
what  might  happen ;  and  the  remembrance  of  what  I 
had  undergone  by  his  Inconfiftency,  filled  my  imagina- 
tion with  fuch  horror,  that  I  could  not  endure  the 
blocking  profpe6t,  and  prematurely  plunged  myfelf 
into  the  danger,  rather  than  endure  the  terrors  of  ex- 
pe6lation.  I  remembered  that  his  former  attachment 
began  in  the  feafon  of  my  profperity,  when  my  fortune 
was  in  the  zenith,  and  my  youth  in  it's  prime  ;  and  that 
he  had  forfaken  me  in  the  day  of  trouble,  when  my  life 
became  embarrafled,  and  my  circumftances  were  on  the 
decline  i  I  forefaw  nothing  but  con<:In\ial  pevfecution 
fi-om  my  hufband,  and  feared,  that  tf  once  the  keener 

tranfports 
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tranfports  of  our  reconciliation  lliould  be  over,  his  af- 
feftion  would  fmk  under  the  leverity  of  it's  trial.  In 
confequence  of  this  deiertion,  I  received  a  letter  from 
him,  acknowledging  that  he  v.-as  rightly  ferved,  but 
that  my  retreat  gave  him  inexprefTiblc  concern. 

*  Meanwhile,  Lord continued  to  aft  in  the  cha- 
racter of  a  fiend,  tormenting  me  with  his  nauieous  im- 

portimities  :  he  prevailed  upon  the  Duke  of  L to 

employ  his  influence  in  perfuading  me  to  live  with  him  j 
affuring  his  grace,  that  I  had  aaually  promiled  to  give 
him  that  proof  of  my  obedience,  and  that  I  would 
come  home  the  fooner  for  being  prefled  to  compliance 
by  a  perlbn  of  his  rank  and  character.  Induced  by 
thefe  rtprelentations,  the  duke  honoured  me  with  a 
vifit;  and  in  the  courfe  of  his  exhortations  I  under- 
ftood  how  he  had  been  thus  milmformcd  :  upon  which 

I  _  fent  for  Lord  ,  and  in  his  prefence  conviaed 

him  of  the  talfhood,  by  communicating  to  his  cracc 
the  article  of  our  laft  agreement,  which  he  did  not  fhink 
proper  to  deny;  and  the  duke  being  undeceived,  de- 
clared that  he  would  not  have  given  me  the  trouble  of 
vindicating  mylelf,  had  he  not  been  mifled  bv  the  ih- 
fmceri  t^'  of  miy  lord .  ^ 

*  Baffled   in  this  attempt,  he  engao-ed  'Mr.  H —* 

V ,  and  afterward  3  my  own  father,  in  the  fame  tafk  ; 

and  though  I  ftill  adhered  to  my  firft  refolution,  per- 
lilled  with  fuch  obftinacy  in  his  endeavcm-s  to  rnake 
me  unhappy,  that  I  detei-mined  to  leave  the  kingdom. 
Accordingly,  after  I  had  fpent  the  evening  with  him 
at  Ranelagh,  I  went  away  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  leaving  my  companion,  with  direaions  to 
rertore  to  my  lord  his  houfe,  furniture,  plate,  and  every 
thing  he  had  given  me  fmce  our  lad:  accommodation ; 
fo  far  was  I,  upon  this  cccaiion,  or  at  any  other  time  of 
my  life,  from  embezzling  any  part  of  his  fortune.  My 
friend  followed  my  inftruaions  moft  punaually ;  and 
his  iordfliip  knows  and  will  acknowledge  the  truth  of 
this  alTertion. 

*  Thus  have  I  explained  ths  ti-ue  caufe  of  my  firft 

expedition 
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expedition  to  Flanders,  whither  the  world  v/as  good- 
natured  enough  to  fay  I  followed  Mr.  B and  the 

whole  anny,  which  happened  to  be  fent  abroad  that 
lumiiier.     Before  my  departure,  I  likewlfe  tranfmitted 

to  Lord  B the  drefling-plate,  china,  and  a  very 

confiderable  fettlement,  of  whicli  he  had  been  generous 
enough  to  make  me  a  prelent.  This  was  an  initance 
of  my  Integrity,  which  I  thought  due  to  a  man  who 
had  laid  me  under  great  obligations ;  and  though  I 
have  lived  to  be  refuled  a  fmali  fum  both  by  him  and 

S ,  I  do  not  repent  of  my  difmtereited  behaviour  5 

all  the  revenge  I  harbour  againU  the  laft  of  thefe"  lovers, 
is  the  defire  of  having  it  in  my  power  to  do  him  good, 

*  I  now  found  m.ylelf  adrift  in  the  world  again,  and 
very  richly  defei-ved  the  hardfliips  of  my  condition,  for 

my  indifcretion  in  leaving  Lord  B ,  and  in  trufting 

to  the  vvTord  of  Lord ,  witliout  fome  farther  iecu- 

rity ;  but  I  have  dearly  paid  for  my  im.pi-udence.  The 
more  I  faw  into  the  characler  of  this  man,  whom 
deftiny  hath  appointed  niy  fcourge,  the  more  was  I 
determined  to  avoid  his  fellowfliip  and  communica- 
tion }  for  he  and  I  are,  in  point  of  diipoiition,  as  op 
pofite  as  any  tv/o  principles  in  nature.  In  the  firil: 
place,  he  is  one  of  the  moll  unibcial  beings  that  ever 
exilted :  when  I  was  pleaied  and  happy,  he  was  always 
out  of  temper ;  but  if  he  could  find  means  to  overcaft 
and  cloud  my  mirth,  though  never  fo  innocent,  he  then 
difcovered  iigns  of  uncommon  fatisfa51ion  and  content ; 
becauie,  by  this  difagreeable  temper,  he  baniflied  all 
company  from  his  houfe.  He  is  extremely  weak  of 
underilanding,  though  he  poflelfes  a  good  iliare  of  low 
cunning,  which  has  fo  egrcgioufly  impofed  upon  fomc 
people,  that  they  have  actually  believed  him  a  good- 
Pxatured  eafy  creature,  and  blamed  me  becaufe  I  did  not 
manage  him  to  better  purpoie  ;  but,  upon  farther  ac- 
quaintance, they  have  always  found  hhn  obftinate  as  a 
mule,  and  capricious  as  a  monkey.  Not  that  he  is 
utterly  void  of  all  commendable  qualities:  he  is  punc- 
tual in  paying  his  debts,  liberal  when  in  gcoi-l;umour, 

and 
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and  would  be  well  Di'ed,  were  he  not  fubjeft  to  fits  of 
abilnce,  during  which  he  is  altogether  unconvi^rfable  9 
but  he  is  proud,  naturally  lulplcious,  jealous,  equally 
with  ar.d  without  caufe,  iZ£V<::  made  a  friend,  and  is  an 
utter  ftranger  to  the  joys  ofinLimacy  5  infliort,  he  hangs 
like  a  dair.p  upon  ibciety,  and  may  be  properly  called 
killjoy,  an  epithet  which  he  has  jufcly  acquired.  He 
h  ncuic.  rne  with  ccnitant  proreflions  of  love,  but  his 
conduct  is  lb  oppofite  to  my  itntiments  of  that  pailion, 
as  to  have  b-en  the  prime  fource  cf  all  my  misfortimes 
and  aiilidion ;  and  I  have  often  wiihed  myielf  the  obje6t 
of  his  haLc,  m  hcpes  of  profiting  by  a  change  in  hi$ 
behaviour. 

*  Indeed,  he  has  not  been  able  to  make  me  more  un- 
happy than,  I  believe,  he  is  in  his  own  mind  5  for  he 
is  literally  a  felf-tcnnentor,  who  never  enjoyed  one 
gleam  of  fatisfaclion,  except  at  the  expence  of  another's 
quiet  J  and  yet  v/ith  this  (I  had  ahnolt  called  it  diabo- 
lical) quality,  he  experts  that  I  fhould  cherifh  him 
with  all  the  teiiderr^is  of  affeition.  After  he  has  been 
at  pains  to  incur  my  averlicn,  lie  punifhes  my  difguft, 
hy  contriving  fcliemes  to  mortify  and  pei"plex  me, 
which  have  often  lucceeded  fo  effectually,  as  to  en- 
danger my  life  and  conftitution  ;  for  I  have  been  fretted 
and  frighted  into  fundr)'-  fits  of  illnefs,  and  then  I  own 
I  have  experienced  iiis  care  and  concefn. 

*  Over  and  above  the  oddities  I  have  mentioned,  he 
Is  fo  unileady  in  his  ceconomy,  that  lie  is  aKvays  new- 
modelling  his  atfairs,  and  exhaufliing  his  fortune,  by 
laying  cut  ten  pounds  in  crde  •  to  lave  a  fhillmg.  He 
enquires  into  the  character  cf  a  fervant  after  he  has 
lived  two  years  in  his  family ;  and  is  fo  ridiculoufly 
ifocked  with  vanity  and  lelf-ccnceit,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  my  afiiirance  before,  and  the  whole  feries  of  my 
conduct  fince  our  marriage,  which  ought  to  have  con- 
vinced him  of  my  diilike,  he  is  (till  perluaded,  that  at 
botcom  I  muit  admire  an  J  be  enamoured  of  his  agree- 
able peribn  and  accomplifhments,  and  that  I  woul  i  not 
fail  to  maiiifeif  my  love,  v/erc  I  not  ipirfted  up  againft 

VCL.  III.  U  him 
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him  by  his  own  relations.     PerJiaps  it  mh^ht  b.  t^^;. 
intereft  to  foment  the  miil.nderikneiing  betwixt  us    bu 

and,  lo  tai  as    I  know  them,    are  a  very  ^ood   Crt  of 
people..  On  the  whole,  I  think  I  may  w4^ju   ic    p  -o 
nounce  my_prec.ot,s  yoke-fellow  a  trifling,  tea'l/  nl 
fufFerable,  mco!ililtent  creature  "^' 

l.Ji^'^-^   w'^'"h  ™^y^-l^'jch  remained  of  what  f 
had  lece.ved  from  his  lordflnp  for  houlekeeping,  I  tran^ 
ported  mylelt  to  Flanders,  and  arrived   m^Glfe'n    a  f e ^ 
da>s  after  our  troops  were   quartered  in  that  cit7 
vvhichwasfo  much  crouded  with   thefe  new  vhitaS' 

lie  l=ved  mew„h  all  the  ardour  of  paffion,  a"d  I  re 

garded  ln,n  w.th  ali  the  perteftion  of  fri.r,Jfl  ip"  „  hid  ' 
had  „e  hved,  m,ght  ,„  time  have  produced  Jove*^^  ,l,oii 
tha  twasafruitwh.chit  never  brof.ght  fortl  .     N^, 
w.t«fta„dmg  h.s  earned  folicitations  tS  the  co  tra^   f 

to  E. iiflVIs,  and  fixed  my  abode  in  the  Hotel  de  Pjandie 
among  an  agreeable  fct  of  gentlemen  and  ladi'e     w  .h 
wnom;I  fpent  my  t,me  very  cliearfnllv.     There  wl    a 
lort  of  court  m  this  city,  frequented  by  all  the  offic  - 
who  could  obtam  permiffion  to'  go  thithe^-;  and  the  ph« 

to  tne  belt  xamilies,  and  vei-vh;inn-  In  ,-^,.^         •   ^'^^^'- 
for  the  ladies  were    o,ite?^ofe  '   ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
and  treated  me  w.th  tlie  utn.ort  holilitaiitl  a  d  r  'le|' 
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In  whofe  honfe  flie  lived  with  his  wife,  who  was  alio  a 
lady  of  a  veiy  engaging  difpoution. 

'  Soon  after  I  had  fixed  rny  habitation  in  Bruflels, 
the  company  at  our  hct=l  was  increafed  by  thi"ee  ofn- 
cer^j,  who  profeffcd  therai'elves  my  admirers,  and  cnme 
from  Ghent  with  a  view  of  foliciting  my  love.     This 

triumvirate  confiited  of  the  Scotch  earl  of ,  Lord 

R M — — ,    and   another  young  officer:  the  firft 

was  a  man  of  a  very  gen*:eel  figure  and  amcrous  com- 
plexion, danced  well,  and  had  a  great  deal  of  good-hu- 
mour, Vv-ith  a  mixture  of  vanity  and  felt-conceit ;  the 
fecond  had  a  good  face,  though  a  clumfy  perfon,  and 
a  veiy  fvv'eet   difpofition,   veiy  much   adapted  tor  the 

fentiratiital  pafRon  of  love  j  and  the  third  (Mr.  W 

by  name)  was  tail,  thin,  and  well-bred,  with  a  great 
ftock  of  good-nature  and  vivacity.  Thefe  adventurers 
began  their  addreffes  in  general  a6ls  of  gallantry,  that 
comprehended  feveral  of  mv  female  friends,  with  whom 
we  ufed  to  eng-age  in  parties  of  pleafure>  both  in  the 
citvand  t lie  environs,  v>-hich  are  extremely  agreeable. 
When  they  thought  they  had  taken  the  preliminary 
fteps  of  fecuring  themfelves  in  my  good  opinion  and 
eftee^n,  they  agreed   to  go  on  without  further  delay, 

and  that  Lord fliovild  make  the  firft  attack  upon 

my  heait. 

*  He  accordingly  laid  fiege  to  me  with  fuch  wannth 
and  alTiduit^-,  that  I  believed  he  deceived  himfelf,  and 
began  to  think  he  was  actually  In  love ;  though  at 
bottom  he  felt  no  impuUe  that  deferved  the  facred 
name.  Though  I  difcouraged  him  in  the  beginning, 
he  perfecuted  me  with  his  addreffes  ;  he  always  fat  by 
me  at  dinner,  and  imparted  a  thoufand  trifles  in  conti- 
nual whifpers,  which  attracted  the  notice  of  the  com- 
pany fo  much,  that  I  began  to  fear  his  behaviour 
would  give  rile  to  forae  report  to  ray  prejudice  ;  and 
therefore  avoided  him  with  the  utmoft  caution.  Not- 
withftanding  all  my  care,  however,  he  found  means 
one  night,  while  my  maid,  who  lay  in  my  room,  went 
dovv-n  ftairs,  to  get  into  my  chamber  after  I  was  a  bed  » 
Jvl  a  vip<Ji\ 
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upon  which  I  flarttd  xip,  and  told  iiinithat  if  he  iliould 
approach  me,  I  would  ahirm  the  hoi-.ie ;  for  I  never 
wanted  courage  and  reicliitlon.  Perceiving  my  uif- 
pleafure,  lie^'e-iged  I  -.voiildhave  pity  on  his  fcfFcrings, 
and  Iwoie  I  ilioiild iiave  c.crte  bu^nche  to  the  utmoil  ex- 
tent oi  his  fortune.  To  -^hefe  propoials  I  made  no 
other  reply,  but  that  of  prutcili.'^cr  I  -v-'ould  never  fpsak 
to  hira  again,  if  he  did  not  quit  n-.y  i-prrtment  that  mo- 
ment; upon  which  he  tho^ight  i^rcper  to  withdr.^w; 
and  I  never  afterwards  gave  I'.hn  an  ppuortimity  of 
fpeaking  to  me  on  the  fame  fubjc6l :  fo  '  h.-.:,  in  a  few- 
weeks,  he  feparated  himfeif  from  our  fociety;  though 
the  ladies  of  ErufTels,  confidered  him  as  my  lovcr,  be- 
c&ufe,  of  all  tiie  other  omca-s,  he  was  their  greateil 
favourite. 

*  His    lordfnip   be'r.g  thus   repv.lfed,   Mr.  W 

took  the  neld,  and  aflailed  ray  heart  in  a  vtvy  duf:.rrnt 
manner.  He  faid  he  knew  not  ho-/  to  make  Ic ve,  Dut 
was  a  m.an  of  honour,  would  keep  the  fecr-t,  ;^nd  in 
forth.  To  this  cavalier  addref^  I  answered,  that  I  v/rs 
not  angry,  as  I  otherwife  fliculd  h.^.ve  been  a'  his  'dunt 
declaration,  becaufe  I  found  by  his  own  ccr.rcfTion,  he 
did  not  know  what  was  due  to  tlie  fex ;  avid  uiv  un- 
happy fituation  in  fome  i'ii2r)t  excufed  hini  fcr  a  liberty 
which  he  v/culd  not  have  dreamed  <'f  taking,  \":1  not 
my  misfortunes  encouraged  his  pre;umpt'..--!i.  But  I 
wcidd  deal  with  him  in  his  own  way  5  and,  tar  ti'ora 
afiliming  tlie  pru<le,  frankly  afTured  him,  that  he  was 
not  at  ail  to  my  tafte,  h-, ping  he  would  confider  m;y  dif- 
iike  as  a  liiK-icient  reaf ,-n  to  re'efv  his  love. 

*  Lord  R — ■ —  began  to  feel  the  l^-mwtcms  o'l"a  ge- 
nuine psfTinn,  which  he  carefullv  cheril'hed  in  fuence, 
being  riatur?lly  diffident  and  bafliful;  but  by  the  veiy 
means  he  uled  to  conceal  it  froin  ray  obfci-vaticn,  I 
plainly  difcerned  the  lituation  of  his  lieavt,  and  was  not 
at  ail  difpleafed  at  the  pj-ogrcfs  I  had  m.ade  in  his  incli* 
nations.  .Meanwhile,  he  cultivated  my  acquaintance 
with  great  afliduity  and  refpjcl,  attended  me  in  all  my 
ejicurlions,  and  particularly  in  an  e::pedition  to  Ant- 
werp, 
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werp,  with  two  other  gentlemen,  where  In  downright 
gaiete  de  cceur  we  fat  for  our  pi6lures,  which  were 
drawn  in  one  piece ;  one  of  the  party  being  repreftnted 
in  the  drefs  of  an  huffar,  and  another  In  that  of  a  run- 
ning footman.  This  incident  I  mention,  becaufe  tlie 
performance,  which  is  now  in  my  poflefiion,  gave  birth 
to  a  thouiand  groundlefs  reports,  that  circxilated  in 
England  at  our  expence. 

*  It  was  immediately  after  this  jaunt,  that  Lord  R — 
began  to  di.clofe  his  pafTion  ;  though  he,  at  the  fame 
time,  frarted  fuch  objeiSlions  as  feemed  well  nigh  to  ex- 
tinguiih  his  hopes,  lamenting,  that  if  he  (liould  have 
tlie  happinefs  to  engage  my  affeft ions,  his  fortune  was 
too  inccnhderable  to  fupport  us  againft  the    efforts  of 

Lord ,  fliould  he  attempt  to  Interiaipt  our  felicity : 

and  that  he  himfclf  was  obliged  to  follow  the  motions 
of  the  army.  In  fhort,  he  feoned  to  confider  my  feli- 
city more  than  his  ovv-n,  and  behaved  with  iiich  dcli- 
cacv,  as  gradually  made  an  imprdUon  on  my  heart  j 
io  that  when  we  parted,  we  agi'ced  to  renew  our  cor- 
refpondence  in  England. 

*  In  the  midft  of  thtfe  agreeable  amufements,  which 
I  enjoyed  in  almoft  all  the  different  parts  of  Flanders, 
I  happened  to  be  at  Ghent  one  day,  fitting  among  a 
gieat  deal  of  company,  in  one  of  their  hotels,  when  a 
poft  chaife  flopped  at  the  gate  j  upon  which  we  went 
to  the  windows  to  fatisfy  our  curiollty,  when  v.'ho 
Ihould  fiep  out  of  the  convenience,  but  my  Utile  infig- 
niticant  lord.  I  no  fooner  announced  him  to  the  com- 
pany, than  all  the  gentlemen  afKed  whether  they  fliould 
ftay  and  protect  me,  or  withdraw  5  and  when  I  afilired 
them  that  their  jwoteflion  was  not  neceflarv,   one    and 

all  of  them  retired  5  though  Lord  R M went 

rto  farther  than  the  parlour  below,  being  determined  to 
Icreen  me  againft  all  violence  and  compuHion.  I  fent  a 
meflage  to  my  lord  deiiru\g  him  to  walk  up  into  my 
apartment ;  but  akhoug-li  his  fole  errand  was  to  fee  and 
carr)-  me  cff,  he  would  not  venture  to  accept  of  my  in- 
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vltaticn,  till  he  liad  demanded  n;e  in  term  ficn).  the  go- 
vernor of  the  place. 

'  That  gentleman  being  altooje^her  a  Ilrarger  to  his 
perfon  and  charailer,  refeired  him  to  the  conimandi'ig 
omcer  of  the  Englifh  troops,  who  was  a  man  of  honour, 
and  upon  his  lordlhip's  applicaticn,  pretended  to  dciibt 
his  identity;  obfei-ving,  that  he  had  always  heai'd  Lord 
reprefented  as  a  jolly  corp^jknt  man.  He  gave 
him  to  'anderriand,  however,  th?vt  even  granting  him  to 
be  the  perfon,  I  v/as  by  no  means  flibjeil:  to  miiitaiy 
law,  imlefs  he  could  prove  that  I  had  ever  lifced  in  his 
majcfty's  fervice. 

'  Thus  difappointed  in  his  endeavours,  he  returned 
to  the  inn,  and  with  much  periliaiion,  trufced  himielf 
in  my  dining-room,  after  having  flationed  has  attendant 
at  the  door,  in  cafe  of  accidents.  When  I  afked,  what 
had  procured  me  the  honour  of  his  vifit:  he  told  me 
his.  bufmefs  and  intention  v/ere  to  cany  me  home. 
This  declaration  produced  a  conference,  in  which  I  ar- 
gued the  cafe  with  him  ;  and  matters  were  accommo- 
dated for  the  prefect,  by  my  jircmiiing  to  be  in  Eng- 
land feme  time  in  September,  on  condition  that  he  would 
permit  nie  to  live  by  rnyfelf,  as  before,  and  imm.ediately 
order  the  arrears  of  miv  pin  money  to  be  ]:aid.  Hq 
ail'ented  to  every  thing  I  propofed,  returned  in  peace  tq 
his  own  countiy,  and  the  deficiencies  of  mv  allowasice 
were  m.ade  good  ;  while  I  returced  to  Biaiffels,  where  I 
ftayed  until  my  clepaitu:-e  for  England,  which  I  regu- 
lated in  fvich  a  manner  as  was  confiftent  witli  m}-  en- 
gagement, 

'  I  took  lodgings  in  Pall  Mall,  and  fending  for  my 
lord,  convinced  him  of  my  punctu?dity,  and  put  him  in 
mind  of  his  promife;  when,  to  my  utter  aftoniflnnent 
and  confulion,  he  ovv^ned,  that  his  promife  was  no  more 
than  a  decoy  to  bring  me  over,  and  that  I  muft  lay  my 
account  with  living  in  his  hcufe  like  a  dutiful  and  obe- 
dient wife.  I  heard  him  with  the  indignation  fuch 
treatment  defeived,  upbraiding  him  v/Ith  his  perfidious 
pealing,  which  I  told  him  would  have  determined  me 

agaiiiii 
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againft  cohabit? tion  with  him,  had  I  not  been  ah-ead)- 
relblved  :   ?nd  beincr  deftitute  of  all  refbiirce,  repaired 

to  Bith,  where  I  afterwards  met  with  Mr.  D and 

>vlr.  R — — ^  two  gentlemen  who  had  been  my  fellow- 
pafilngers  in  the  yacht  from  Flanders,  and  treated  me 
with  great  friendfliip  and  politensfs,  without  either  talk- 
ing cr  thinking  of  love. 

*  With  thefe  gentlemen,  who  were  as  idle  as  myfclf, 
I  went  to  the  jubilee  at  Prefton,  which  was  no  other 
than  a  great  number  of  people  aflembled  in  a  finalltown, 
extremely  ill  accomrriodated,  to  partake  of  diveriions 
that  were  bad  imitations  of  plavs,  concerts,  and  raaf- 
querailes.  If  the  world  fliould  place  to  the  account  of 
my  indifcretion  my  travelling  in  this  manner,  vv^ith  gen- 
ticmen  to  v/iom  I  had  no  p^j-ticular  attachment,  let  it 
alfc  be  conlideredjas  an  alleviation,  that  I  aKvays  lived 
in  terror  of  my  lord,  and  ccnfequently  was  often  obliged 
to  fill  Ft  mv  quarters;  fo  that  my  "finances  being  ex- 
tremely ficnder,  I  ilood  the  more  in  need  of  afiiflance 
and  prot'e61:icn.  I  was,  bef.des,  ycinig,  inconfiderate, 
and  fo  fimple,  as  to  fuppofe  the  figure  of  an  ugly  man 
would  always  fecure  me  from  cenfure  on  his  account : 
neither  did  I  ever  dream  of  any  man's  addrefles,  until 
he  made  an  aclual  declaration  of  his  love. 

*  Upon  ray  return  to  Bath,  I  was  again  haraffed  by 
Lord ,  who  came  thither  accompanied  by  my  fa- 
ther, whcm  I  was  veiy  glad  to  fee,  though  he  impor- 
tuned me  to  comply  with  my  hufband's  defire,  and  for 
the  future  keep  meafarts  with  the  v/orld.  This  re- 
monilrance  about  living  with  m.y  lord,  which  he  con- 
fcantiy  repeated,  v.'as  the  only  inftance  of  his  unkind- 
nefs  which  I  ever  felt.  But  all  his  admcnitioris  were 
not  of  force  fufficient  to  fiiake  ray  refoiuticn  in  that 
particular  ;  though  the  debate  continued  fo  late,  that 
I  told  his  lordfiiip,  it  v.'as  high  time  to  retire,  for  I 
could  not  accommodate  him  with  a  bed.  He  then  gave 
me   to  undcriland,  that  he  would  ftay  where  he  was  j 

upon 
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tipon  which  my  father  took  his  leave,  on  pretence  of 
lookin^y  out  for  a  lodghig  for  himlelf. 

*  The  little  eentleman  being  now  left  teie  a  fete  with 
me,  began  to  difcover  feme  figns  of  apprehenfion  in  his 
looks  ;  but  mufterlng  up  all  his  reJblution,  he  went  to 
the  door,  called  up  three  of  his  fervants,  whom  he 
placed  as  centinels  upon  the  ftair,  and  flounced  into 
my  elbow-chair,  where  lie  refigned  himfelf  to  reft. 
Intending  to  go  to  bed,  I  thought  it  was  but  juft  and 
decent  tlmt  Ifliould  fcretn  myi'elf  from  the  mtrufion  of 
his  footmen,  and  with  diat  view  bolted  the  door.  Lord 
— —  hearing  himfelf  locked  in,  ftarted  up  In  the  ut- 
moft  terror  and  conilernation,  kicked  the  door  Vv-ith  his 
heel,  and  fcreamed  aloud,  as  if  he  had  been  in  the  hands 
of  an  aflaflin.  My  father,  who  had  not  yet  quitted  the 
houfe,  hearing  thefe  outcries,  ran  up  ftairs  again,  and 
coming  thi-ough  my  bed-chamber  into  the  dining-room, 
where  we  v/ere,  fomid  me  almoft  fuffocated  with  laugh- 
ter, and  his  heroick  fon.-in-law  ftaring  like  one  who 
had  loft  his  wits,  with  his  hair  ftanding  en  end. 

*  When  my  father  aOced  the  meaning  of  his  excla- 
mations, he  told  him  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  difmsy, 
that  I  had  locked  him  in,  and  he  did  not  underftand 
fuch  ufage  5  but  I  exphiined  the  whole  myften,',  by  fay- 
ing, I  had  bolted  the  door,  becaufe  I  did  not  like  the 
company  of  his  fervants,  and  could  not  imagine  thecaufe 
of  his  panick,  tmlefs  he  thought  I  defigned  to  ravifli 
him  :  an  infult,  than  which  nothing  was  farther  from 
my  intencioK.  My  father  himfelf  could  fcarce  refrain 
from  laugrring  at  his  ridiculous  fear;  but  feeing  him 
in  great  confufion,  took  pity  on  his  condition,  and  car- 
ried him  oft"  to  his  own  lodgings,  after  I  had  given  my 
word,  that  I  would  not  attempt  to  efcape,  but  give 
him  audience  next  morning.  I  accordingly  kept  my 
promife,  .  and  found  means  to  perfuade  them  to  leave 
me  at  my  own  difcrttion.  Next  day  I  was  rallied  up- 
on the  itratagem  I  had  contrived  to  frighten  Lord  —  j 
and  a  thoufarni  iiHe  ftories  were  told  about  this  adven- 
ture, which  happened  literally  as  I  have  related  it. 

*  Froni 
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*  From  Bath  I  betook  myfelf  to  a  fmall  houfe  near 

Lincoir,  which  I  had  hired  of  the  D —  of  A ,  be- 

Cc  ufe  a  conntrv'  life  u'lted  beft  with  my  income,  which 
w?s  no  more  than  four  hiir.dred  pounds  a  year,  and 
that  not  well  paid.  I  continued  feme  months  in  this 
retirement,  and  faw  no  com.pany  except  Lord  R — M — , 
who  liveti  In  the  neighho-urhood,  and  vifited  me  twice ; 
't'M  finding  myfelf  indifpofed,  I  -vas  oblicred  to  remove 
to  L-^n-^on,  and  took  lo'^g'ngsin  Maddox  Street,  where 
my  ^^arrifcn  \'.^as  taken  bv  iiorm,  br  my  lord  and  his 

HeVard,   reinforced  bv  ?vlr.  L V ,   (who,    as 

my  lord  told  m.e,  had  a  fubiidy  of  five  and  twenty 
pounds,  before  he  would  take  the  field)  and  a  couple 
of  hardy  fcotmien.  This  fonaiidable  band  nifhed  into 
m.y  apartment",  laid  violent  hands  upon  me,  dragged 
me  down  flairs  vvlthcut  gloves  or  a  cloak,  and  thruft- 
Ing  me  into  a  co'ch  that  frood  at  the  door,  conveyed  me 
to  ir-  lord's  lodgings  in  Gloncefter  Street. 

*  U  )on  this  occafion,  his  Icrdiliip  courageoufiy  drew 
his  fword  upon  m.y  vvoman,  vvho  attempted  to  defend 
me  from  his  infults,  and  in  all  probability  would  have 
intimidated  him  from  proceeding,  for  he  looked  pale 
?.nd  aghaft,  his  knees  knocked  together,  and  he  breathed 
thick  and  hard,  v/ith  his  noftrlls  dilated,  as  if  he  had 
feen  a  g-'ioft.  But  he  was  encouraged  by  his  merce- 
naiT  afTociate :  who,  for  the  five  and  twenty  pounds^ 
ftood  by  him  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and  fpirited  him  on 
to  this  gallant  enterprize. 

'  In  confequence  of  this  exploit,  I  was  cooped  in  a 
paltiy  aDar'm.ent  in  Gloucefter  Street,  where  I  was 
ciofe  befet  by  his  lordfliip,  and  his  worthy  fteward 
Mr.  H — - — ,  v.'ith  a  fet  of  fer^-ants  that  were  the  crea- 
tures of  this  fellow,  of  whom.  Lord himifelf  flood 

inav-ej  fo  that  I  cculd  not  help  thinking- myfelf  in 
Nr\-^g-'e,  am.ong  thieves  and  ruiHans.  To  fuch  a 
degree  ^'.d  my  terror  prevail,  that  I  actually  believed  I 
was  in  dansfer  of  being  polfoned,  and  v/ould  not  receive 
anv  /"mtenance,  except  from  the  hands  of  one  harmdefs 
looking  fellow,  a  foreigner,  who  was  my  lord's  valet  de 

chambre^ 
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chambre.     I  will  not  pretend  to  lay  my  fears  were  jnft ; 

but  fuch  was  my   opinion  of  H n,    that   I  never 

doubted  he  would  put  me  out  of  the  way,  if  he  thought 
my  life  interfered  with  his  intereft. 

*  On  the  fecond  day  of  my  imprifonment,  I  was  vl- 

fited  by  the  Duke  of  L ,  a  friend  of  my  lord ;  who 

found  me  fitting  upon  a  trunk,  in  a  poor  little  dining 
room  filled  with  lumber,  and  lighted  with  two  bits  of 
tallow  candle,  which  had  been  left  over-night.  He 
perceived  in  my  countenance  a  mixture  of  rage,  indig- 
nation, terror,  and  defpair  5  he  compaflionated  my  iuf- 
ferings,  though  he  could  not  alleviate  my  diftrefs,  any 
other  way  than  by  interceding  with  my  tyrant  to  miti- 
gate my  opprefiion.  Neverthelefs,  I  remained  eleven 
days  in  this  comfortable  fituatlon  :  I  was  watched  like 
a  criminal  all  day,  and  one  of  the  fervants  walked  from 
one  room  to  another  all  night,  in  the  nature  of  a  patrole  : 
while  my  lord,  who  lay  in  the  chamber  above  me,  got 
out  of  bed,  and  tripped  to  the  window,  at  the  found  of 
every  coach  that  chanced  to  pafs  through   the  ftreet. 

H n,  who  was  confummate  in   the  arts  of  a  fyco- 

phant,  began  to  court  my  favour,  by  condoling  my  af- 
fliftion,  and  affuring  me,  that  the  only  method  by 
which  I  coidd  regain  my  liberty,  was  a  chearful  com- 
pliance with  the  humour  of  my  lord .  I  was  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  this  obfervation;  and  though 
my  temper  is  altogether  averfe  to  diffimulation,  at- 
tem.pted  to  afFe6f  an  air  of  ferenity  and  reiignation. 
But  this  difguife,  I  found,  would  not  anfwer  my  pur- 
pofe ;  and  therefore  I  had  recourfe  to  the  affiftance  of 
my  maid,  who  was  permitted  to  attend  me  in  my  con- 
finement. With  her  I  frequently  confulted  about  the 
means  of  accompiifhing  my  efcape.  In  confequence  of 
our  deliberations,  flie  direfted  a  coach  and  fix  to  be 
ready  at  a  certain  part  of  the  town,  and  to  wait  for  me 
three  days  in  the  fame  place,  in  cafe  I  could  not  come 
before  the  expiration  of  that  term. 

*  This  previous  meafure  being  taken   according  to 
iTiy  inftruiTtions,  the  next  neceflaiy  ftep  was  fo  elude 

ihe 
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(he  vigilance  of  my  guard  ;  and  in  this  manner  did  I 
eltViLuate  my  purpol'e:  Being,  by  this  time,  indulged 
in  tile  liberty  ot  going  out  in  the  coaeh,  for  the  benefit 
oi  the  air,  attended  by  two  footmen,  who  had  orders  to 
watch  all  my  motions,  I  made  ufe  of  this  privilege  one 
forenoon,  when  Lord  — —  expe6led  fome  company  to 
tlinner,  and  bade  the  coachman  drive  to  the  lodgings  of 
a  inan  who  wrote  with  his  mouth,  intending  to  give 
my  fpies  the  flip,  on  pretence  of  Iceing  this  curioiityj 
but  they  were  too  alert  in  their  duty  to  be  thus  out- 
witted, and  followed  me  up  ftairs  into  the  veiy  apart- 
ment, 

*  Difappolnted  In  this  hope,  I  revolved  another 
fcheme,  which  was  attended  with  luccei's ;  I  bought 
fome  olives  at  anoil-fhopj  and  telling  tlie  ferrants  I 
would  proceed  to  St  James's  gate,  and  take  a  turn  in  the 
park,  broke  one  of  the  bottles  by  the  way,  con  plained 
cFthe  misfortxme  wh^n  I  wasfet  down,  and  defu'ed  tha,t 
my  coach  might  be  cleaned  before  my  return.  While 
my  attendants  were  employed  in  this  office,  I  tripped 
acrols  t'ue  parade  to  the  Horfe  Guards,  and  chanced  to 
meet  with  an  acquaintance  in  the  Park,  who  faid,  he 
f-iw  by  my  countenance  that  I  was  upon  fome  expedi- 
tion. I  owned  his  fuipicion  was  jull: ;  but,  as  I  had 
not  time  to  relate  particulars,  I  quickened  my  pace, 
and  took  poflefTion  of  a  hackney-coach,  in  wliich  I 
proceeded  to  the  vehicle  which  I  had  appointed  to  be 
in  waiting, 

'  While  I  thus  compafled  m.y  efcape,  there  was  no- 
thing but  perplexitv  and  contufion  at  home ;  dinner 
was  delayed  till  fix  o'clock:  my  lord  ran  half  the  town 
over  in  quefl  of  his  equipage,  which  at  lall  returned 
v/ith  an  account  of  my  elopement.  My  maid  was 
brought  to  the  qucftion,  and  grievoufly  threatened  j 
but  (like  all  the  women  I  ever  had)  remained  unfhaken 
in  her  fidelity.  In  the  mean  time,  I  travelled  night  and 
day  towaids  my  retreat  in  Lincolnfliire,  of  which  hi-s 
lorddiip  had  not,  as  yet,  got  the  leaft  intelligence ;  anxl 
SIS  my  coachman   v/as  but  an  unexperienced  driver,  I 

was 
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vas  obliged  to  make  uic  of  my  own  (kill  In  that  exer- 
cife,  ancUlirecl  his  endeavours  the  whole  way,  without 
venturing  to  go  to  bed,  or  take  tiie  kait  repuie,  until  I 
reached  my  own  habitation.  There  I  lived  in  peace 
and  tranquillity  for  the  ipace  of  fix  weeks,  when  I  v/as 
alarmed  by  one  of  my  lord's  myrmidons,  who  came  m- 
to  the  neighbourhood,  biufterlng  and  iwearing,  that  he 
would  carry  me  off,  either  dead  or  alive, 

«  It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  I  was  perfectly  eafy 
when  I  v/as  made  acquainted  with  his  purpofe  and  de- 
claration, as  my  whole  family  confiftedoi  no  more  than 
a  couple  of  women  and  one  footman.  However,  I 
fummoned  up  my  courage,  which  had  been  often  tried, 
and  never  forfook  me  in  the  day  of  danger,  and  lent 
him  word,  that  if  ever  he  fliould  prefume  to  appioacn 
my  houfe,  I  would  order  him  to  be  fiiot  without  cere- 
mony. The  fellow  did  not  chufe  to  put  mjto  the 
trial,  and  returned  to  town  without  his  errand.  _  But 
as  the  place  of  my  abode  was  now  difcovered,  Ilaiamy 
account  with  having  a  vifit  from  his  employer  :  I 
therefore  planted  fpies  upon  the  road,  with  a  promiis 
of  reward  to  him  who  fiiould  bring  me  the  firit  inLeiii- 
gence  of  his  lordiiiip's  approach.  ^ 

*  Accordingly,  I  was  one  morning  apprized  _  of  his 
coming;  and  mounting  horfe  immediately,  witli  my 
woman  and  valet,  away  we  rode,  In  defiance  of  winter. 
In  two  days  I  traveried  the  wilds  of  LIncobilnre  and 
hundreds  of  Elfex  5  crolfed  the  river  at  Tiloury ;  break- 
failed  at  Chatham  ;  by  the  help  of  a  guide  aiad  moon- 
light arrived  at  Dover  the  fame  evening;  embarkea  for 
Calais,  in  which  place  I  found  myfelf  next  day  at  two 
o'clock  In  the  afternoon;  and  being  heartily  tired  or 
my  iourney,  betook  myfelf  to  rei>.  My  maid,  w.io 
was  not  able  to  travel  with  fuch  expedition,  followed 
me  at  an  eafier  pace ;  and  the  footrnan  was  io  aho- 
nlflied  at  my  perfeverance,  that  }ie  could  not  help  aiking 
upon  the  road,  if  ever  I  was  v/eary  in  my  ate.^  Cer- 
tain It  Is,  my  fpirlts  and  refolution  have  ena'mea  me  to 
undergo  fatigues  that  are  alraoil  incredible.  From  Ca- 
®         ^  lai* 
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lals  I  went  to  Brullcls,  where  I  ag-ain  fet  up  mv  refi:  in 
private  lodgings  ;  was  again  perfe^llywell  received  by 
the  failiionable  people  of  that  place :  and,  by  the  inte- 
reft  of  my  friends,  obtained  the  Queen  of  H'jr.gary's 
proteflion  againlf  the  perfecution  of  my  hufband,  while 
I  remained  in  the  Auitrian  Netherlands. 

<  Thus  fecured,  Hived  uncentured,  conveding  with 
the  Englifji  company,  with  vvdiich  this  city  was  croud- 
ed,  but  ipent  the  moil  agreeable  part  of  m.y  tin.ie  with 
the  Countefs  of  Calemberg,  in  whofe  houle  I  generally 
dined  and  fu'ppcd;  and  I  alfo  contrailed  an  intimacy 
with  tlie  Princefs  of  Chem.ay,  who  wa*  agi-eat  favourite 
with  Madam  D'Harrach,  the  governor's  lady. 

*  I  had  not  beeja  long  in  this  ha]:)py  fituaticn,  when  I 
was  difturbed  by  the  arrival  of  Lord ,  wiio  de- 
manded me  of  the  governor  ;  but  finding  me  liiekered 
from  his  power,  he  fet  out  for  Vienna :  and,  in  conle- 
quence  of  his  reprefentations,  flrengthened  with  the 

Duke  of  N 'snarae,  my  protc6tion  was  withdrawn. 

But,  before  this  application,  he  had  gone  to  the  camp, 
and  addrefTed  himfeli  to  Lord  Stair,  who  w?.s  my  parti- 
cular friend  and  ally  by  my  firft  marriage,  defiring  he 
v/oulu  compel  me  to  return  to  his  hcufe.  His  lordiiiip 
told  him  that  I  was  in  no  fhape  fubjecl  to  his  command  ; 
but  invited  him  to  dinner,  with  a  view  of  diverging 
himfeif  and  company  at  the  expence  of  his  guell.  In 
the  evening  he  was  plied  with  fo  many  bumpers  to  m.y 
health,  that  he  became  intoxicated,  and  extremely  ob^ 
Itreperous ;  iniiired  upon  feeing    Lord  Stair   after  he 

had  retired  to  re'u,  and  quarrelled  v/ith  Lord  D , 

who  being  a  tall,  large,  raw-boned  Scotchman,  could 
have  fwaliowed  him  at  one  mouthful;  but  he  thought 
he  m^ight  venture  to  challenge  him,  in  hopes  of  be- 
ing put  under  arreff  by  the  general :  though  he  reck- 
oned without  his  hoil ;  Lord  Stair  knew  his  difpoli- 
ticn,  and,  in  order  to  punlfti  his  preiumption,  v/inked 
at  the  affair.  The  challenger,  finding  himfeif  miftaken 
in  his  conjeilure,  got  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  went 
otf  poft  to  Vieruiaj  and  Lord  Staiideilred  a  certain  man 

Vol.  III.  N  ©f 
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of  quality  to  make  me  a  vifit,  and  give  me  an  account 
of  his  behaviour. 

'  Being  now  deprived  of  my  prote6f  ion  and  pin-mo- 
ney, which  my  generous  hufband  would  no  longer  pay, 
I   was    reduced  to  great  difficulty  and  diftreis.     The 

Duchefs  D'Aremberg,   Lord  G ,  and   many  other 

perlbns  of  diftin6lion,  interceded  in  my  behalf  with  his 
majefty,  who  was  then  abroad  j  but  he  refufed  to  in- 
terpofe  between  man  and  wife.  The  Countefs  of  Ca- 
leniberg  wrote  a  letter  to  my  father,  in  which  fhe  re- 
preiented  my  uncomfortable  fituation,  and  undertook 
to  anfwer  for  my  conduft ,  in  cafe  he  would  allow  me  a 
fmall   annuity,   on  which  I  could  live  independent  of 

Lord ,   who,   by  all    accounts  was  a  v.'re!;cli  with 

whom  I  could  never  enjoy  the  lealf  happinofs  or  quiet ; 
otherwife  flie  would  be  the  firft  to  advife  me  to  an  ac- 
commodation. She  gave  him  to  underlf.mdj  that  her 
character  was  neither  doubtful  nor  obicure  5  and  that 
if  my  conduft  there  had  not  been  irreproachable,  flie 
iliould  not  have  taken  me  under  her  proteftion  :  that  as 
I  propofed  to  board  in  a  convent,  a  fmall  ilmi  would 
anlwer  my  cccafionsj  but,  if  that  fliould  be  denied,  I 
would  aftually  go  to  ferv^ice,  or  take  fome  other  defpe- 
rate  ftep,  to  avoid  the  man  who  was  my  bane  and  aver- 

fion. 

*  To  this  kind  remonftrance  my  father  anfwered, 
that  his  fortime  would  not  allow  him  to  aiTiif  me  5  he 
had  now  a  young  family ;  and  that  I  ought  at  all 
events,  to  return  to  my  hulband.  By  this  time  fuch 
was  the  extremity  of  my  circumftances,  that  I  was 
forced  to  p?cwn  my  cloaths,  and  eveiy  trifling  trinket 
in  my  pofleffion,  and  even  to  defcend  fofaras  to  folicit 
Mr.  S for  a  loan  of  fifty  pounds,  which  he  refufed. 

*  Thus  v/as  I  deferted,  in  my  diftrefs,  by  two  per- 
fons  to  whom,  in  the  feafon  of  m.y  affluence,  my  purfe 
had  been  aKvays  open.  Nothing  fo  effc6fually  fub- 
dues  a  fpirit  unufed  to  fuppllcate,  as  want !   Repullld 

in  this  manner,  I   had  recourfe  to  Lord  B ,   who 

was   ahb  (it  feems)  unable  to  relieve  mv  necefnties. 

Thi* 
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This  mortification  I  dekntd  at  his  hands,  though  he 
had  once  put  it  in  my  power  to  be  above  all  paltiy  ap- 
plications ;  and  I  fliould  not  have  been  conipelled  to 
the  dilagreeable  taflcof  trciiblingmy  friends,  had  not  I 
voluntarily  refigned  what  he  fonnerly  gave  me.  As 
to  the  other  gentleman  to  whom  I  addrefled  m.yielf  on 
this  occaiion,  I  think  he  might  have  fliewn  m.ore  regard 
to  my  fituatlcn,  not  only  for  the  reafons  already  men- 
tioned, but  becaufe  he  knew  me  too  wtll,  to  be  igno- 
rant of  what  I  muft  have  fufiered,  in  condefcending  to 
make  fuch  a  requtfl. 

*  Several  officers,  who  gnefled  my  adverfitv,  gene- 
roufly  offered  to  fupply  me  with  money ;  but  I  could 
not  bring  myfelf  to  make  ufe  of  their  friendfhip,  or 
even  to  own  my  diftrefs,  except  to  cneperfon,  of  whom 
I  borrowed  a  imall  fum.  To  crown  my  misfortunes, 
I  was  taken  ver/  ill,  at  a  time  when  there  was  no  other 
way  of  avoiding  the  clutches  of  my  perfecutor,  but  by 
a  precipitate  flight.  In  this  emergency,  I  applied  to 
a  worthy  gentleman  at  Braflels,  a  very  good  friend  of 
mine,  but  no  lover.  I  lay,  no  lover,  becaufe  every 
man  is  fuppoled  to  aft  in  that  capacity  who  befriends 
a  young  woman  in  diftrefs.  This  generous  Fleming 
fet  out  with  me  in  the  night  from  Biiiflels,  and  con- 
duced me  to  the  frontiers  of  France.  Being  veiT  much 
indifpoied  botli  in  mind  and  body  when  I  was  obliged 
to  undertake  this  expedition,  I  fhould,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, have  funk  m"idcr  the  fatigue  of  travelling,  had  not 
my  fpirits  been  kept  up  by  the  converfation  of  niy 
companion,  who  was  a  man  of  bufmefs  and  confe- 
quence,  and  midcrtook  to  manage  my  affairs  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  would  enable  me  to  re-eflablifli  my  refi- 
dence  in  the  place  I  had  left.  He  was  young  and  ac- 
tive, attended  me  with  the  utmolf  care  and  affiduit}', 
and  left  nothing  undone  which  he  though"  would  con- 
tribute to  my  eaieand  fatlsfaftion.  I  believe  his 
friendfhip  for  me  was  a  little  tin6lured  with  affother 
pafTion ;  but  he  was  married,  and  lived  ver}^  well 
with  his  wife,  v/ho  was  alio  my  friend ;  fo  that  he 
K  a  knc\T 
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knew  I  would   never  thi.ik  of  him   iji   the  liglit  of  a 
lover. 

*  Upon  our  arrival  at  Valenciennes,  he  accommo- 
dated me  with  a  little  money  (for  a  little  was  all  I 
would  take)  and  returned  to  his  own  city,  after  v/e  had 
fettled  a  correfpondence  by  letters.  I  \vas  detained  a 
day  or  two  in  tiys  place  by  ray  indiipolition,  which  in- 
creafed ;  but  neverthelcfs  proceeded  to  Paris,  to  make 
intereft  for  a  proteilion  from  the  King  of  France,  which 
that  monarch  gracioufly  accorded  me,  in  three  days 
after  my  fir  ft  application  5  and  his  minifter  fent 
order?  to  all  the  governors  and  intend  ants  of  the  pro- 
vince towns,  to  protect  me  againft  t'le  efforts  of  Lord 
— — ,  in  whatever  place  I  iliould  chufe  to  refide. 

*  Having  returned  my  thanks  at  Verfailles  for  this 
favour,  and  tarried  a  few  days  at  Paris,  which  was  a 
place  altogether  uniuitable  to  the  low  ebb  of  my  for- 
tune, I  repaired  to  Lifie,  vv'here  I  intended  to  fix  my 
habitation:  and  there  my  diforder  recurred  with  fuch 
violence,  that  I  was  obliged  to  fend  for  a  phyfician, 
who  feemed  to  have  been  a  difciple  of  Sangrado  ;  for 
he  fcarce  left  a  drop  of  blood  in  my  body,  and  yet  I 
found  m.yfelf  never  a  whit  the  better.  Indeed,  I  v/as 
fo  much  exhaufted  by  thefe  evacuations,  and  my  con- 
ftitution  fo  much  impaired  by  fatigue  and  pert\u-ba- 
tion  of  mind,  that  I  had  no  other  hope  of  recovering 
but  that  of  reaching  England,  and  putting  myfelf  un- 
der the  direftioii  of  a  phyfician  on  whole  ability  I  could 
depend . 

'  With  this  doubtful  profpe61:,  therefore,  I  deter- 
mined to  attempt  a  return  ro  my  native  air,  and  a6>u- 
ally  departed  from  tifle,  in  fuch  a  melancholy  and  fee- 
ble condition,  that  I  had  almoil  fainted  v/hen  I  was 
put  hito  the  coach.  But  botbre  I  refblved  \ipon  this 
journey  I  v  s  reduced  to  the  utmofl:  exigence  of  for- 
tune; fo  tliat  I  could  fcarce  afford  to  buy  provifions, 
had  it  been  in  n:y  power  to  eat,  and  flioidd  not  have 
been  able  to  defray  my  travelling  expences,  had    I  jiot 

been   geiieroufly  befriended  by  Lord  R — >—  M , 

who 
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Xvho  (I  am  fure)  would  have  done  any  thins;  for  my 
eafe  and  accommcd  at  ion,  though  he  has  iniiuftlv  incur- 
red the  impiitation  of  being  pariimonious,  and  I  had 
no  realbn  to  expeft  any  fuch  favour  at  his  liands. 

*  In  this  deplorable  ftate  of  health  I  was  conveyed  to 
Calais,  being  all  the  way  (as  It  were)  in  the  anns  of 
death,  without  having  fwallowed  the  lead  fuftenance 
on  the  road.  So  much  was  my  indifpofition  augment- 
ed by  the  journey,  tliat  I  iv/ooned  when  I  v.-as  brought 
into  the  inn,  and  had  almoft  expired  before  I  could  re- 
ceive the  lealt  alTiftance  or  advice ;  however,  my  fpirits 
were  a  little  revived  by  fome  bread  and  wine,  which  I 
took  at  the  perfuaficn  of  a  French  furgeon,  who  chanc- 
ing to  pals  bv  the  door,  was  called  up  to  my  relief. 
Having  lent  my  fervant  to  Brufiels,  to  take  care. of  my 
cloaths,  I  embarked  in  the  packet-boat,  and  by  that 
time  we  arrived  at  Dover,  was  almolt  in  extremity. 

*  Here  I  foimd  a  retiu-n  coach,  m  which  I  vras  car- 
ried to  London,  and  was  put  to  bed  in  the  houfe  where 
we  put  up,  more  dead  than  alive.  The  people  of  the 
inn  l"ent  for  an  apothecaiy,  who  adminiftcred  Ibme  cor- 
dial that  recalled  me  to  life ;  and  when  I  recovered  the 
iiie  of  ipeech,  I  told  him  who  I  was,  and  deiired  him.  to 

wait  upon  Dr.  S and  inform  him  of  my  fituation. 

A  young  gii  I,  who  was  niece  to  the  landlord's  wife, 
feeing  me  imattended,  made  a  tender  of  her  fervke  to 
me,  and  I  accepted  the  offer,  as  well  as  of  a  lodging  in 
the  apothecgiy's  houfe,  to  which  I  was  conveyed  as 
foon  as  my  ftrength  would  admit  of  my  removal. 
There  I  was  vihted  by  my  phyfician,  who  was  fhocked 
to  find  me  in  fuch  a  dangerous  condition  -.  hov/evcr, 
having  confidercd  my  cafe,  he  perceived  that  my  indif- 
pofition  proceeded  from  the  calamities  Ihad  undergone, 
and  encouraged  rne  with  a  hope  of  a  ipeedy  cxne,  pro- 
vided I  could  be  kept  eafy  and  undiflurbed. 

*  I  v/as  accordingly  attended  with  all  imaginable  care, 
my  lord's  nam.e  being  never  mentioned  in  m.y  hearing, 
beca\ife  I  confidered  him  as  the  fatal  fource  of  all  my 
misfortunes  3  and  in  a  month  I  recovered  myhealth,  by 

N  3  the 
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the  frreat  fkill  and  tendemejs  of  my  doftor,  who  now 
finding  me  ftrong  enough  to  encounter  frefh  troubles, 
endeavoured  to  periliade  me,  that  it  would  be  m.y  wifeft 
ftcp  to  return  to  my  hulbard,  whom,  Htthat  time,  he 
had  ofteii  occailcnto-iie^  But  I  rtic6led  his  propofal, 
commenced  a  new  law-fuit  for  fep^ratlon,  and  took  a 
finall  houfeinSt.  James's  Squai-e. 

*  About  this  time,  my  woman  ;-eturned  from  Bruf- 
fels,  but  without  my  cloaths,  which  were  detained  on 
accour.t  of  the  money  I  owed  in  that  place  ;  and  afking 
her  difmiflion  from  my  iervice>  fet  up  fliop  for  herfelf. 
I  had  not  lived  many  weeks  in  my  new  habitation, 
wiien  my  periecutor  renewed  bis  attempts  to  make 
himfelf  mafler  of  my  perfon :  but  I  liad  learned  from 
experience  to  redouble  my  vigilance,  and  he  was  fmf- 
trated  in  all  his  endeavours.  I  v/as  ng'ain  l-sappy  in 
the  converfaiion  of  my  former  acqu^irtance,  and  vdited 
by  a  great  number  of  gen'^lemen,  rc.r/uily  perfcns  of  pro- 
bity and  fcnfe,  who  cultivated  my  fritndfliip,  wit-hout 
any  other  motive  of  attachm.ent.  Not  that  I  '.v?  s  unfo- 
licited  on  the  article  of  love  :  that  w^as  a  ,them.e  on 
which  I  never  wanted  orators ;  and  could  I  have  pre- 
vailed upon  myfelf  to  profit  by  the  advances  that  were 
made,  I  might  have  managed  my  opportunities,  fo  as 
to  have  fet  fortune  at  defiance  for  the  future.  But  I 
was  none  of  thofe  ceconomifts,  who  can  facrifice  their 
hearts  to  interefled  confiderations. 

*  One  evening,  while  I  was  converfing  with  three  or 
four  of  my  friends,  my  lawyer  came  in,  and  told  me. he 
had  fomething  of  confequence  to  impart :  upon  which 
all  the  gentlemen  but  one  vv'ent  av/ay.  Then  he  gave 
me  to  underftand,  that  my  fuit  would  immediately 
come  to  trial ;  and  though  he  hoped  the  befl,  the  iflue 
was  uncertain ;  that  if  it  fhovld  be  given  againft  me, 
the  decifion  would  infpire  my  lord  with  frefh  fpirits  to 
difturb  my  peace  j  and  therefore  it  would  be  convenient 
for  me  to  retire,  until  the  affair  fhould  be  brought  to  a 
determination. 

^  I  was  veiy  much  difconcerted  at  this  intelligence  j 

and 


PEREGRINE    FICKLE.  15I 

and  the  gentleman  who  {laved  perceiving  my  concern, 
afked  what  I  intended  to  do,  or  if  he  could  fei-v^e  me  iri 
any  ihape,  and  deiired  to  know  whither  I  propofed  to 
retreat.  I  aftccled  to  laugh,  aiid  anlwered,  "  To  a 
garret,  I  believe!"  To  this  over-ftrained  railleiy  he 
replied,  that  if  I  fhovJd,his  friendlhip  and  regard  would 
find  the  way  to  my  apartment :  and  I  had  no  reafon  to 
doubt  the  fincerity  of  his  declaration.  We  confulted 
about  the  measures  I  fhould  take,  and  I  deteraained  to 
remove  into  the  countrv,  where  I  was  fcon  favoured 
with  a  letter  from  him,  wherein  he  exprefled  the  infinite 
pleafure  he  had  in  being  able  to  afTure  me,  that  my  fuit 
had  been  fuccefsful,  and  that  I  might  appear  again 
with  great  fafety. 

*  Accordingly,  I  returned  tc  town  in  his  coach  and 
fix,  which  he  had  fentfor  my  convenience,  and  the  fame 
evening  went  with  him  to  the  mafquerade,  where  we 
paiTed  the  night  veiy  agreeably,  his  Ipirits,  as  well  as 
mine,  being  elevated  to  a  joyous  pitch  by  the  happy 
event  of  my  prccefs.  This  gentleman  was  aperfon  of 
great  honour,  worth,  and  good-nature  5  he  loved  me 
extremelv,  but  did  not  care  that  I  fliould  know  the  ex- 
tent of  his  pafTion :  on  the  contran',  he  endeavoured 
to  perfuademe  he  had  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  no 
woman  fhould  ever  have  power  enough  over  his  heart, 
to  give  him  the  leaft  pain  or  difquiet.  In  fnort,  he  had 
made  a  progrels  in  my  affe6lion,  and  to  his  geiierolity 
was  I  indebted  for  mv  iubfiftence  two  whole  years ; 
during  which  he  was  contimially  profefling  this  philo- 
fophick  in,^ifference,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  he  was 
giving  me  daily  afilirances  of  his  friendfhip  amd  eileem, 
and  treating  me  whh  inceffant  marks  of  the  mofl  paf- 
lionate  Icvei  fo  that  I  concluded  his  intention  was 
cold,  though  his  temper  was  warm.  Confioering  my- 
felf  as  an  incumbrance  upon  his  fortune,  I  redoubled 
my  endeavc\u*s  to  c-btain  a  fenarate  m.aintenance  from 
my  lord,  and  rem.oved  from  St.  James's  Square  to  lodg- 
ings at  Keiilin^ton,  where  I  had  not  long  erijoyed  my- 
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felf  in  tranquillity,  before  it  was  interrupted  by  a  very 
unexpecled  vifit. 

*  While  I  was  bufy  one  clay  drefTing  in  my  dining- 
room,  I  found  his  lordfliip  at  my  elbow,  before  I  was 
aware  of  his  approach,,  altliough  his  coach  was  at  the 
door,  and  the  houfe  already  in  the  pofl'efTicn  of  his  fer- 
vants.  He  accofted  me  in  the  ufual  ftyle,  as  if  we  had 
parted  the  night  before  ;  and  lanfwered  him  with  an  ap- 
pearance of  the  fame  carelefs  familiarity,  defiring  him 
to  flt  down,  while  I  retreated  to  my  chamber,  locked 
the  door,  and  fairly  went  to  bed  ;  being,  perhaps,  the 
firft  woman  who  went  thither  for  prottftion  trom  the 
infults  of  a  man.  Here,  then,  I  immured  myfelf  with 
my  faithful  Abigail.  ?vly  lord  finding  me  fecured, 
knocked  at  tlie  door,  and  through  the  key-hole  begged 
to  be  admitted  -,  affuring  me,  that  all  he  wanted  was  a 
conference.  I  defired  to  be  excufed,  though  I  believed 
his  affurance  5  but  I  had  no  inclination  to  converfe 
with  him,  becaufe  I  knew  from  experience  the  nature 
of  his  converfation,  which  was  fo  difagreeable  and  tor- 
menting, that  I  would  have  exchanged  it  at  any  time 
for  a  good  beating,  and  thought  myfelf  a  gainer  by  the 
bargain.  However,  he  perfilted  in  his  importunities 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that   I  aflented  to  his  propofal,  on 

condition  that  the  Duke  of  L fnould  be  prefent  at 

the  intei-view ;  and  he  immediately  fent  a  meflage  to 
his  grace,  while  I  in  peace  ate  my  breakfaft,  conveyed 
in  a  bafket,  which  was  hoifted  up  to  the  Vv-mdow  of  my 
bed-chamber. 

*  The  duke  was  fo  kind  as  to  come  at  my  lord's  re- 
queftj  and  before  I  would  open  the  door,  gave  me  his 
word,  that  i  fhould  be  protected  from  all  violence  and 
compidfion.  Thus  allured,  they  were  permitted  to 
enter.  My  little  gentleman  fitting  down  by  my  fced- 
fide,  began  to  repeat  the  old  hackneyed  argumients  he 
had  formerly  u ft d,  with  the  view  of  inducing  me  to  live 
with  him  5  and  I,  on  my  fide,  repeated  my  former  ob- 
jeflions,  or  pretended  to  liften  to  his  reprefentations, 
while  my  imagination  was  employed  in  contriving  the 

means 
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means  uf  effecting  an  eiqape,  as  the  duke  eafily  perceiv- 
ed by  my  coun!:enance. 

'  Finding  all  his  remonftrances  inefFcclual,  he  quitted 
the  chamber,  and  left  his  came  to  the  eloquence  of  his 
grace,  who  fat  with  me  a  whole  half  hour,  without  ex- 
ertin2:  hlm-felf  much  in  behalf  of  his  client,  becaufe  he 
knew  I  v/as  altogether  obdinate,  and  determined  on 
that  fcore ;  but  joked  on  the  behaviour  of  his  lordiliip, 
who,  though  jealous  of  moft  people,  had  left  him  alone 
with  me  in  my  bed-chamber,  obierving,  that  he  muft 
either  have  great  confidence  in  his  virtue,  or  a  veiy  bad 
opinion  of  him  othenvlfe.  In  fliort,  I  foimd  means  to 
defer  the  categorical  anfwer  till  next  dav,  and  invited 
the  duke  and  his  lordfhip  to  dine  with  me  to-morrow. 
My  vvife  yoke-fellow  feeraed  to  doubt  the  fmcerity  of 
this  invitation,  and  was  very  much  difpofed  to  keep 
pofitfTion  of  my  houfe  :  but,  by  the  perfoaficns  of  his 

grace,  and  the  advice  of  H n,  who  was  his  chief 

coimfellor  and  back,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  take  my 
word,  and  for  the  prefent  left  me. 

*  They  were  no  fooner  retired,  than  I  arofe  with 
great  expedition,  packed  up  my  cloaths,  and  took  fliel- 
ter  inExTex,  for  the  firll  time.  Next  day,  my  lord  and 
his  noble  friend  came  to  dinner,  according  to  appoint- 
ment i  and  beincT  informed  of  my  efcape  bv  my  woman, 
whom  I  had  left  in  the  houfe,  his  lordfnip'difcover- 
ed  fome  figns  of  difcontent,  and  infiifcd  upon  feeing 
my  papers ;  upon  which  my  maid  produced  a  parcel 
of  bills  which  I  owed  to  differesit  people.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this  difa.ppointment,  he  fat  down  to  what  was 
provided  for  dinner,  and  with  great  deliberation  eat  up 
a  leg  of  lamb,  the  heft  part  of  a  fowl,  and  fomething 
elie,  which  I  do  not  now  remember;  and  then  very 
peaceably  v/ent  away,  giving  my  maid  an  opportunity 
of  following  me  to  the  place  of  my  retreat. 

*  My  intention  was  to  have  fought  refuge,  as  for- 
merly, in  another  country  ;  but  I  was  prevented  from 
putting  my  defign  in  execution  by  a  fit  of  ilhiefi,  during 
vhich  I  was  vinted  by  my  phyficiaii  and  forae  of  my 

own 
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own  relations,  particulmiy  a  diftant  couHn  of  mine, 
whom  m.y  lord  had  engaged  in  his  interefts,  Iw  pro- 
miimg  to  rccompenfe  her  amply,  if  fhe  coiill  perfnade 
me  to  comply  with  his  defire.  In  this  oiTice  /lie  was 
airi'l:ed  bj;  the  do6lor,  who  was  my  friend,  and  a  man 
of  ienie,  for  whom  I  have  the  moft  perfect  cfteem, 
though  he  and  I  have  often  differed  in  point  of  opinion. 
In  a  word,  I  was  expofed  to  the  inceflknt  importuni- 
ties of  all  my  acquaintance,  which  added  to  the  defpe- 
rate  circumftances  of  my  fortune,  compelled  me  to 
embrace  the  terms  that  were  offered,  and  I  again  re- 
tu)'ned  to  the  domeflick  duties  of  a  wife. 

'  I  vv^as  condu6led  to  my  lord's  houfe  bv  an  old 
friend  of  mine,  a  gentleman  turned  of  fifty,  of  admir- 
able parts  and  underftanding ;  he  was  a  pleafmg  com- 
panion, chearful  and  humane,  and  had  acouired  a  great 
ihare  of  rny  efteem  and  refpeft.  In  a  word,  his  advice 
had  great  weight  in  my  deliberations,  becaule  it  Teemed 
to  be  the  refuit  of  experience  and  difmterefted  friend- 
fhip.  Without  all  doubt,  he  had  an  unfeigned  con- 
cern for  mv  welfare  j  but  being  an  admirable  poli- 
tician, his  fcheme  was  to  make  my  interePc  coincide 
with  his  ov/n  Inclinations  5  for  I  had  umvittingly  made 
an  innovation  upon  his  heart ;  and  as  he  thought  I 
fliould  hardly  favour  his  paffion  v/hile  X  was  at  liberty 
to  converfe  with  the  rtft  of  my  admirers,  he  coun- 
felled  me  to  furrender  that  freedom,  well  knowing  that 
iny  lord  would  be  eafdy  perfuaded  to  banifn  all  his 
rivals  from  the  houfe ;  in  which  caufe  he  did  not  doubt 
of  his  being  able  to  infmuate  himfelf  Into  my  affec- 
tions 5  becaufe  he  laid  it  down  as  an  eternal  truth,  that 
if  any  two  perfons  of  different  fexes  were  obliged  to 
live  together  in  a  defart,  v/here  they  would  be  excluded 
from  all  other  human  intercourfe,  they  would  naturally 
and  inevitably  contraft  an  inclination  for  each  other. 

*  How  juft  this  hypothefis  niay  be,  I  leave  to  the  de- 
termination of  the  curious  ;  though,  if  I  maybe  allowed 
to  judge,  from  my  own  difpofition,  a  couple  fo  fituated 
would  be  apt  to  imbibe  mutual  difgufts,  from  the  na- 
ture 
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ture  and  necsfTity  of  their  union  5  unlefs  their  afTociation 
was  at  nrft  the  etfeft  of  reciprocal  affeaion  and  efteera. 
Be  this  as  it  will,  I  honour  the  gentleman  for  his  plan, 
which  was  ingenioully  contrived,  and  ai- Fully  con- 
ducted j  but  I  happened  to  have  too  much  addrels  for 
him  in  the  fequel,  cunning  as  he  was,  though  at  fii-ft  I 
did  not  perceive  his  drift  j  and  his  lordfnip  v/as  much 
lefs  likely  to  comprehend  his  meaning. 

*  Immediately  after  this  new  accommodation,  I  wzs 
carried  to  a  ccuntry-houfe  belongino-  to  mv  lord,  and 
was  f.m.pk  enough  to  venture  myfelr  (unattended  by 
any  lervant  on  whofe  integrity  I  could  depend)  in  the 

hands  of  his  lordfliip  and  H n,  whofe  vilhinv  I 

always  dreaded  ;  though  at  this  time  my  appreheniicns 
were  confiderahly  increafed,  by  recoileamg,  that  it 
was  not  his  inter^fc  to  let  me  live  in  thar  houTe,  Idt  liis 
condua  fliould  be  enquired  into  5  and  bv  remembering, 
that  the  yen  houfe  to  which  vve  were  going,  had  been 
twice  burned  down  in  a  very  fnort  fpa'ce  of  time,  not 
without  fufpicion  of  ins  having  been  the  incendiaiy,  ou 
accomit  of  iome  box  ot  writings  which  v/as  loft  in  the 
conflagration.  True  it  is,  this  imputation  was  never 
made  good  5  and  perhaps  he  was  altogether  innocent  of 
tjie^  cnnrge,  which  neverthelefs  affefted  mv  fpirits  in 
lucn  a  manner,  as  rendered  me  the  m.olt  rniferable  of 
all  mortals.     In  this  terror  did  I  remain,  till  my  con- 

iteraation  was  weakened  by  the  amval  of  .Mr.  Bal 

a  good-natured  woithy  man,  whom  m.y  ford  kd  in- 
yited  to  his  houfe,  and  I  thought  would  not  fee  me  ill 

uleci.  ^  In  a  lew  weeks  we  were  joined  by  Dr.  S 

and  his  lady,  v,'ho  vifited  us  according  to  th^ir  pro- 
mile  5  and  ir  was  refolved  that  we  fiiould  let  out  for 
runbnage  on  a  party  of  pleaiure,  and  at  our  return 
examine  H n's  accounts. 

*  This  lait  part  of  our  ibheme  was  not  at  zW  relifl-ed 
by  our  worthy  fteward,  who  therefore  detcrmii:ed  ^o 
overturn  our  vvhole  plan,  and  lucceeded  accordingly. 
Aiy  lord  ail  or  a  hidden  declared  himfelf  ao-ainfc  ''the 
jaunt  we  had  prqjcaed,  and  inliHed  upon  mv  ftayir ..  at 
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heme,  vv'ilaotit  alTigning  any  reafoii  for  this  peremptory 
behaviour ;  his  countenance  being  cloudy,  and  for  the 
fpace  of  three  days  he  did  not  open  his  mouth. 

*  At  lafl,  he  one  night  entered  my  bed-chamber,  to 
which  he  now  had  free  accefs,  with  his  fword  under 
his  arm,  and  if  I  remember  aright,  it  was  ready  drawn ; 
I  could  not  help  taknig  notice  of  this  alarming  cir- 
cumftance,  which  fhocked  me  tlie  more,  as  it  happened 
immediately  after  a  gloomy  fit  of  difcontent.  How- 
ever, I  feemed  to  overlook  the  incident,  and  difmifnng 
my  maid,  went  to  bed ;  becaufe  I  w^as  afliamed  to  ac- 
knowledge, even  to  my  own  heart,  any  dread  of  a  per- 
fon  whom  I  deipifed  i'o  m.uch.  HovN^ever,  the  ftrength 
of  my  conftitution  was  not  equal  to  the  fortitude  of  miv 
mind :  I  was  taken  ill,  and  the  fervants  were  obliged 
to  be  called  up  ;  v/hile  my  lord  himfelf,  terrllied  at  my 

fituation,  ran  up  ftairs  to  Mrs.  S ,  who  v/as  in  bed ; 

told  her,  with  evident  perturbation  of  fpirits,  that  I 
was  very  much  indifpofed,  and  faid,  he  believed  I  was 
frighted  by  his  entering  my  chamber  with  his  fword  in 
his  hand. 

'  This  lady  was  fo  ftartled  at  his  information,  that 
flie  ran  into  my  apartment  half  naked,  and  as  flie  went 
dowii  ftairs,  afkcd  what  reafon  could  induce  him  to 
have  carried  his  fword  with  him.  Upon  which  he  gave 
her  to  underlfand,  that  his  intention  was  ,to  kill  the 
bats.  I  believe  and  hope  he  had  no  other  defigntkan 
that  of  intimidating  me,  b\it  when  the  affair  happened 
I  v/as  of  a  different  opinion.  Mrs.  S- — —  having  put 
on  her  cl  oaths,  fat  up  all  night  by  my  bed -fide,  and 
was  fo  good  as  to  afRire  me,  that  flie  would  not  leave 
me  until  I  fhould  be  lately  delivered  from  the  appre- 
henfion  that  furrounded  me  in  this  houfe,  to  which  the 
and  the  doclor  had  been  the  principal  caufe  of  my  com- 
ing ;  for  my  lord  had  haunted  and  in-sportuned  them 
incelTantly  on  this  fubjeft,  protefiing  that  he  loved  me 
with  the  moft  inviolable  affciSlicn;  and  all  he  defu-ed 
was,  that  I  would  fit  at  his  table,  manage  his  family, 
'Mid  ihare  hi*  fortune.     By  thefe   profeifions,  uttered 

with 
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with  an  air  of  honefty  and  good-nature,  lie  had  impoied 
himftlf  upon  them  for  the  beft  tempered  creature  upon 
earth ;  and  then  ul'ed  all  their  influence  with  rae  to  take 
him  into  fa.vour.  This  hath  been  the  cafe  with  a 
great  many  people,  who  had  but  a  fuperficial  kn.^w- 
ledge  of  his  dilbofiLicn ;  but  in  the  courf«;  ot  their  ac- 
quaintance they  have  never  failed  to  difcern  and  ac- 
knowledge their  miiiake. 

'  The  dottor  on  his  I'eturn  from  Tunbridge,  to  which 
place  he  had  made  a  trip  by  himiL-lf,  found  me  ill  a-bed, 
and  the  whole  family  in  confulion;  furprized  and  con- 
cerned at  tliis  diibrder,  he  entered  into  expoftulation 
with  miy  lord,  who  owned,  that  the  caufe  of  his  dif- 
pleafure    and    difquiet  v/as    no  other    than  jealoufy : 

H ^  had  informed  him,  that  I  had  been  feento  walk 

out  with  IMr.  Bal —  in  a  morning ;  and  that  our  coiTcf- 
pondence  had  beenobferved,  with  many  additional  cir- 
cumftances  v^^hich  vv'ere  abfolutely  falfe  and  grcundlefs. 
This  imputation  was  no  focner  underftood,  than  it  was 
refolved  that  the  accufer  fnould  be  examined  in  preferxe 
of  us  ail.  He  accordingly  appealed,  exceedingly 
drunk,  thorugh  it  was  morning,  and  repeated  the  arti- 
cles of  the  charge  as  an  infoiTD'ation  he  had  received 
from  a  man  who  cam.e  from  tov/nto  hang  the  bells,  and 
was  long  ago  returned  to  London. 

*  This  was  an  inflance  of  his  cunning  and  addrefs, 
%vhich  did  not  forfake  him  even  in  his  hours  of  intoxi- 
catiori.  Had  he  fixed  the  calumny  on  anyone  of  the 
fen^ants,  he  Vv'ould  have  been  confronted  and  detected 
in  his  faliliood.  Neverthelefs,  though  he  could  not  be 
legally  convicted,  it  plainly  appeared  that  he  was  the 
author  of  this  defamation,  which  incenfed  Mr.  Bal— 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  could  fcarce  be  withcld  from 
punilhing  him  on  the  fpot  by  m.anual  chaftifement. 
However  he  v/as  prevailed  upon  to  abftain  from  fuch 
immediate  vengeance,  as  a  ftep  imworthy  of  his  cha- 
rafter;  and  the  affair  was  brought  to  this  iffue,  that 
his  lordfliip  ihould  cither  part  v/ith  rae  oi'Mr.  H— — ; 

Vol.  III.  O  for 
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fbr  I  was  fully  determined  agalnit  living  under  the 
iair.e  i  ocf  v/i  t h  iuch  an  iucer.diary. 

<  This  alteraat've  being  propcfed,  my  lord  dirmifTed 
his  fte-.vard,  and  we  returned  to  town  with  the  doaor 

ai-id  ilvL  S ;  for  I  had  imbibed  fuch  horror  and 

sverfionfor  t^.ls  countiT-ieat  (though  one  of  the  plea- 
fanteft  in  En^dand)  that  I  could  not  bear  to  live  ni  it. 
We  therefore  removed  to  a  houfe  in  Bond  Street, 
where,  according  to  the  advice  of  my  friends,  I  exerted 
my  whole  power  and  complaifance,  m  endeavours  to 
keep  my  hufoand  in  good-humour  ;  but  was  io  un- 
fucceisful  in  my  attempts,  that  if  ever  he  was  worie- 
tempered,  more  capricious,  or  intolerable,^  at  one  tmre 
thon  at  anoth.er,  this  was  the  feafou  m  wmch  his  ill- 
humour  predominated  to  the  moil  ra)icorous  degree. 
I  was  fcarce  cver  permitted  to  ftir  abroad,  law  nobody 
at  home  but  m.y  old  male  friend  whom  I  have  men- 
tioned above,  and  the  doaor  with  his  lady,  trom  whofe 
feonverfafion  alfo  I  was  at  laft  excluded . 

*  Nevertheltf^,  I  contrived  to  fteal  a  meeting  now 
and  then  with  mv  late  benefaftor,  for  whom  I  enter- 
tained a  great  'fhare  of  affeaion,  exclulive  of  that  gra- 
titude which  was  due  to  his  generollty.  ^  It  was  uot 
his  fault  that  I  compromifed  matters  witn  my  lord^j 
for  he  was  as  free  of  his  purfe  as  I  was  unwilling  to  uie 
it.  It  would,  therefore,  have  been  unfriendly,  unkmd, 
and  unarateful  in  me,  (now  that  I  was  in  affluence)  to 
avoid  all  intercourfe  with  a  man  who  had  fupported  me 
in  adverfity.  I  think  people  cannot  be  too  fliy  and 
fcrupulous  in  receiving  favours;  but  when  once  they 
are  conferred,  they  oifght  never  to  forget  the  obliga- 
tion: and  I  was  never  more  concerned  at  any  incident 
of  my  life,  than  at  hearing  that  this  gentleman  did  not 
receive  a  letter,  in  which  I  acknowledged  the  lad  proof 
of  his  friendfliip  and  liberality  which  I  had  occaiion  to 
life,  becaufe  I  have  fmce  learned  that  he  fufpe^ed  m.e 

of  neglea.  .     t»     j  c       ♦•      t 

*  But  to  return  to  my  fituation  m  Bond  btreet.  L 
hove  it  as  well  as  I  could  for  the  fpace  of  thi'ee  months, 

tUuing 
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(iuring  whxh  I  lived  in  the  n.idft  of  hiss,  who  wer<i 
employed  to  watch  my  condu6t,  and  unden.vcnt  every 
mortifica  ion  that  malice,  power,  and  folly,  could  in- 
flhSl.  Nay,  fo  ridiculous,  fo  unreafonabie  was  my 
tjTant  In  his  fpleen,  that  he  declared  he  v/onM  ev^ii 
be  jealous  of  Heydigger,  if  there  was  no  other  man  to 
incur  his  fufpicion.  He  expected  that  I  would  fpend 
my  whole  time  wich  him,  tHe-a-tete :  when  I  faciifieed 
my  enjoyment  to  thele  comfortable  parties,  he  never 
failed  to'  lay  hold  on  fome  innocent  cxprefficn  of  mine, 
which  he  made  the  foundation  of  a  quarrel ;  and  when 
I  ftrove  to  avoid  thefe  dilagreeable  mifinterpretaticns, 
by  reading  or  writing,  he  incefiantly  teazed  and  tor- 
mented me  with  the  imputation  of  being  peevlrti, 
fnllen,  and  refeiTed. 

'  Harraucd  by  this  infufferable  behaviour,  I  com- 
municated my  cafe  to  Dr.  S and  his  lady,  intimat- 
ing that  I  neither  could  nor  would  expofe  myfelf  any 
longer  to  fuch  Ui'age.    The  doftor  exhorted  me  to  bear 

my  fate  with  patience,  and  Mrs .  S was  filent  on 

the  lubjeft  5  fo  that  I  ftill  hehtated  between  ftaying  rnd 
going ;  when  the  doctor,  being  one  night  at  fuf  per, 
happened  to  have  fome  words  with  my  lord,  who  was 
io  violently  tranfported  with  pafRon,  that  I  v/as  actually 
afraid  of  gohig  to  bed  with  him  j  and  next  mornivig 
when  he  awaked,  there  was  fuch  an  expreffion  of  fran- 
tlck  wlldnefs  in  his  countenance,  that  I  imagined  he 
vras  a6lually  diilrafted. 

*  This  alajTn hig  circumftance  confirmed  me  In  my 
refolution  of  decampings  and  I  accordingly  moved  my 
quaiters  to  a  houfe  in  Sackvilie  Scieet,  where  I  had 
lodged  when  I  was  a  widow.  From  thence  I  fent  a 
melfage  to  the  Duke  of  L— - — ,  defuing  he  v/oiM  make 
my  lord  acquainted  with  the  place  of  my  abode,  ray 
reafons  for  removing,  and  my  intention  to  defend  my- 
felf againil  all  his  attempts.  The  firft  night  of  this 
Reparation  I  went  to  bed  by  myfelf,  with  as  much  plea- 
iui-e  as  a  man  v.xuld  feel  in  going  to  bed  to  his  mlitrers, 
O  a      •  whozjj 
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whom  he  had  long  foliclted  in  vain ;  io  rejoiced  was 
I  to  be  deliverea  irom  my  obnoxious  -bedfcilow! 

'  From  theie  lodgings  I  Toon  moved  to  Brock  Street, 
where  I  had  not  long  enjoyed  tlie  fweets  of  my  elcripc, 
when  I  was  importuned  to  return,   by  a  new  fteward 

whom  my  lord  had  engaged  in  the  room  of  H— n. 

This  gentleman,  who  bore  a  veiy  fair  characler,  made 
fiich  judicious  repreientc.iicns,  and  behaved  fo  candidly 
in  the  difcharge  of  his  fimftion,  that  ^  agreed  he  fhould 
aft  as  umpire  in  the  difference  betv/ixt  us  5  and  once 
more  a  reconciliation  was  effecl':d,  though  his  lordfnip 
began  to  be  diffatisfied  even  before  the  execution  of  our 
agreement,  in  confequence  of  which  he  attended  me  to 
Bath,  whither  I  vrent  for  the  ben<;fit  of  my  health, 
v^hich  v/as  not  a  little  impaired. 

'  This  accomm.odation  had  a  farprlzlng  effeft  upon 
my  lover;  who,  ncHvithflandmg  his  repeated  declara- 
tions, that  no  v^^oman  fliouid  ever  gain  fuch  an  afcen- 
dancy  over  his  heart  as  to  be  able  to  give  him  pain, 
f\;ifered  all  the  agonies  of  difappointed  love,  when  he 
now  found  himfelf  deprived  of  the  opportunities  of 
feeing  me,  and  behaved  very  differently  from  what  he 
liad  imagined  he  iliould :  his  words  and  a6lions  wei'e 
defperatej  one  of  his  expreffions  to  m.e  was,  "  It  is 
like  twilling  my  heart-ftrings,  and  tearing  it  out  of  my 
body."  Indeed  I  fnould  never  have  afted  this  part, 
had  I  fcrefeen  what  he  would  have  fuffered  ;  but  I  pro- 
tefc  I  believed  him  when  he  faid  othen-vife,  fo  much, 
that  his  declaration  on  that  fubje6l  was  the  occafion  of 
any  giving  him  up  ;  and  it  was  now  too  late  to  retract, 

*  In  our  expedition  to  the  Bath,  I  was  acccmipanied 
by  a  very  agreeable  young  lady,  with  whom  I  palled 
my  time  ver^'  happily,  amid  the  diverfions  of  the  place, 
which  fcreened  me,  in  a  good  meafure,  from  the  vexa- 
tious Ibcieiy  of  my  hopeful  partner.  From  this  place 
v*-e  repaired  to  his  feat  in  the  country,  where  we' fpent 
a  few  mionths,  and  thence  returned  again  to  our  houie 
in  Bond  Street.  Here,  while  I  was  confined  to  my  bed 
by  iilnels,  it  was  iuppofed  rxiy  indifpolition  was  no 

ether 
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•ther  than  a  private  l^'ing-in,  thongli  I  ^v^vS  under  tiie 
roof  with  mv  lord,  and  attended  by  his  fcrvants. 

'  While  the  dillemper  conLinueJ,  my  lord  (to  do 
him  juftice)  behavai  with  all  irr.aginaMc'  t^rnJemels  aiid 
care  5  and  his  concern  on  theie  occafions  I  have  already 
mentioned,  as  a  ftranj^e  inconfiftency  in  his  dilpofition. 
If  his  a6lions  v/ere  at  all  accountable,  I  frtoiild  tliink  he 
took  pains  to  fi-et  me  into  a  fever  firli,  in  order  to  ma- 
nii^eft  his  love  and  hiimanity  afterwards.  "sVhen  I 
recovered  my  ftiength  and  fpirits,  I  went  abroad,  fav/ 
company,  and  ihould  have  been  eaiy,  had  he  been  con-» 
tented  j  but  as  my  fatisfadlion  increafed,  his  gaod^ 
lumioiir  decayed,  and  he  baniihed  from  his  houie,  one 
by  one,  ail  the  people  whofe  converiation  could  have 
made  my  life  agi-eeable. 

*  I  often  expoftulated  with  him  upon  his  malignant 
behaviour,  proteiting  my  defire  of  living  peaceably 
with  him,  and  begging  he  woidd  not  hy  me  under  the 
necefiit}'  of  changing  my  ir.eafures.  He  was  deaf  to 
all  my  remonftrances,  (though  1  v/amed  him  more 
than  once  of  the  event  j)  perliited  in  his  maxims  of 
perfccution  5  and  after  rrpeate-d  quarrels,  I  again  left 
his  houfc,  fully  detei-mmed  to  luffer  all  forts  of  extre- 
mity-, rather  than  iubject  myfelf  to  the  tyranny  of  his 
dil'polition. 

*  This  year  was  protlu6tive  of  one  t^tal  event,  which 
I  felt  with  the  utmoit  feniihilit>-  of  forrcw,  and  I  /liall 
always  remember  with  regret:  I   mean  the  deatli  of 

Mr.  B ,  with  whom  I  had  conifanlly  maintained 

an  intimate  correfpondence  lince  the  fiiit  corraucnce- 
ment  of  our  ac%4uaintance.  He  was  one  of  the  moft 
valuable  men,  and  proraifed  to  be  one  of  the  biighteft 
ornaments  that  tliis  or  any  other  age  had  pixxlucecL  I 
enjoyed  his  fiiendfhip  without  referve ;  and  luch  was 
tlie  confidence  lie  repofed  in  my  in,tegrit)-,  hx>m  long 
experience  of  my  truth,  that  he  often  laid  iieAvould  be- 
lieve my  bare  alTertion,  even  though  it  Ihouid  contra- 
dict the  evidence  of  his  own  fenfes,  Thefe  being  the 
^errns  upon  which  we  lived,  it  i&  aot  to  be  fuppofed 
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that  I  bore  the  lofs  of  him  without  repining :  Indeed 
m^'  grief  was  imfpeakable  j  and  though  the  edge  of  it 
be  now  fmooLhed  by  the  lenient  hsnd  of  Tin^e,  I  (hall 
never  ceafe  to  cherilh  his  memory  with  tlie  moil  tender 
remembrance. 

*  During  the  laft  period  of  my  living  vv^ith  ray  lord, 
I  had  agreed  to  the  expediency  of  obLaining  an  a6l  of 
pariiamentj  which  woidd  enable  him  to  pay  his  debts  j 
on  which  occafion  there  was  a  neceility  for  cancelling 
a  deed  that  iubfifted  between  us,  relating  to  a  feparate 
maintenance;  to  which,  on  certain proviiions  I  was  in- 
titled  :  and  this  was  to  be  fet  afide,  fo  far  as  it  inter- 
fered with  the  abovementioned  fcheme,  while  the  reft 
of  it  fliould  remain  in  force.  While  this  affair  was 
about  to  be  traniacled,  my  lord  veiy  generoufly  inlifted 
upon  my  concurrence,  in  annulling  the  wliole  fettle- 
rnent ;  and  when  I  refufed  to  comply  with  this  dem.and, 
becaufe  this  was  the  fole  refource  I  had  againft  his  illr 
iifag.:,  he  would  not  proceed  in  the  execution  of  his 
plan,  though  by  dropping  it  he  hurt  nobody  but  him- 
ieif  5  and  he  accuied  me  of  having  receded  from  ray 
word,  after  I  had  drawn  him  into  a  conhderable  ex- 
pence. 

'  This  imputation  of  breaking  my  word ,  vvrhich  I 
defy  the  whclt-  world  to  prove  I  ever  did,  incenled  me 
the  more,  as  T  rayfelf  had  propofed  the  fcheme  for  his 
fervice,  although  I  knev/  the  accomplifiimient  of  it 
would  endaiiger  the  validity  of  my  own  fettlement ;  and 
my  indignation  was  ftill  more  augmented  by  the  beha- 
viour of  IMr.  G n,  who  had  always  profeffed  a  re-, 

gard  for  my  intereft,  and  upon  my  lall  accommodatiori 
with  my  lord,  undertaken  to  effe6i  a  reconciliation  be- 
tween my  father  and  me :  but  when  he  was  queftioned 
about  the  particulars  of  this  diiference,  and  delired  to 
declare  whether  his  lordfhip  or  I  was  to  biame,  he  de- 
clined the  office  of  arbitrator,  refufed  to  be  explicit 
upon  the  fubjeft,  and  by  certain  fhrewd  hum's  and 
ha's,  fignified  his  difapprobation  of  my  ccndu6l.  Yet 
%\ih  very  man,  when  I  imparted  to  him,  in  gonfidence, 

ir»y 
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my  intention  of  making  arother  retreat,  and  frp.nkly 
aliced  his  opinion  of  my  dcfign,  fcemed  to  aconiefce  in 
the  juftice  of  it  in  thele  rtmarkaMe  words.  "  Mr. Jam, 
if  I  thought,  or  had  hopes  of  mv  lord'.,  growing  bet- 
ter, I  would  down  on  mv  knees  to  defae  you  to  ir^y  j 
but  as  I  have  not,  I  fay  nothing." 

'  If  he  connived  at  ray  conduct:  in  this  particular, 
v/ay  fhould  he  difp.pprove  of  it,  when  ell  I  a(ked  was 
buc  common  juftice  ?  But  he  was  a  depep.dant ;  and  there- 
fore I  excufe  his  phlegmatick  (not  to  call  it  unfriend- 
ly) behaviour.  Indeed  he  could  rtot  be  too  cautious  of 
giving  offence  to  his  lordlblp,  who  fom.e times  m.ade 
him  feel  the  eiteiSls  of  that  wrath  which  other  people 
had  kindled ;  particularly,  m  confeouence  of  a  fmall 
adventure  which  happened  about  this  very  period  of 
time. 

*  A  verv  agreeable,  fprightlv,  good-;iatured  young 
man,  a  near  relation  of  m.y  lord,  happened  to  be  at  cur 
hcuie  one  evening,'  when  tliere  was  a  fire  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  we  agreed  to  go  and  fup  at  a  tavern,  en 
famille ;    and   having   fpent   the   evening   witli   gi-eat 

mirth  and  good-humoui',  this  young  gentleman,  v/]io 
was  naturallv  facetious,  in  talcing  his  leave,  fakited  us 
all  round.  My  lord,  who  had  before  entertained  ibme 
jcaloufy  of  his  kinfman,  was  very  much  provoked  by 
this  trifling  Incident,  but  veiy  pi-udently  lupprefied  his 
difpleafure  till  he  retuir.ed  to  his  own  houie,  where  his 
rage  co-operating  with  the  Champagne  he  had  drank, 
inflamed  him  to  fuch  a  degree  of  refolution,  that  he 

fprung  upon  the  innocent  G n,   and  collared  him 

with  great  fury,  though  he  was  altogether  unconcerned 
ill  the  caufe  of  his  indignation. 

*  This  extravagant  and  frantick  behaviour,  added  to 
the  other  grievances  under  v/hich  I  laboured,  hai'tened 
my  refolution  of  leaving  him  \  and  he  to  this  day 
blames  his  relation,  as  the  imm.ediate  cyAt  of  my 
efcape,  wliereas  he  ought  to  place  it  to  the  account  of 
his  own  madnefs  and  indifcretion.  When  I  retired  to 
l^ark  Street,  te  cautioned  all  my  tradci'men  (not  even 

except  iria 
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excepting  jny  baker)  agalnil  giving  me  credit,  nfhrmg 
them  that  he  woiiid  not  pay  aiiy  debts  I  ilioBld  con- 
trail ;  arid  the  diiticulties  to  wiisch  I  was  reduced,  in 
confeq-aence  of  tliis  charitable  declaration,  tc^-ther 
with  the  rdieclion  of  wliat  I  had  luiFcred,  snd  inigfit 
iirsdergo,  frorn  the  caprice  aod  barbaiity  of  his  dHpofi- 
lion,  a^efted  m}.- health  fo  mud?,  that  I  ws^  taken  again 
ill,  and  my  life  thouglit  in  danger. 

*  My  cGnffiit^-ition,  ho^vever,  got  the  better  ot  iny " 
difternpter,  ard  i  ^vas  oixkTed  into  the  country  by  iny 
ph%iici3iis,  ioc  the  btuaefit  of  the  air  5  lb  that  I  fbuai 
rci)-leif  urxler  the  necefllt)-  o£  kss-^!^g  two  hi^oTeSi,  wfaea 
I  w?.s  little  able  to  fuppcirt  csie,  and  £t  ttp  isy  chariot, 
bscaute  I  cocid  not  defmy  t!ie  expeRce  of  a  hzcknsj- 
coach  J  for  I  had  as  much  ocdit  given  nie  ss  I  aiked 
for,  ■notyn.thdsndmg  m\^  loixFs  orders  to  tf>e  contxriT}'. 

*  Having  recraited  ray  Spirits  in  the  cotnitry,  I  re- 
tamed  to  town,  sikI  was  Tsfited  by  irry  friends^  M'Iio 
ncvix  forfook  rne  hi  advej-fity ;  arx!  iii  the  fiimiTier  i-e- 
moved  to  a  honie  in  Eflex,  wiiere  I  lived  a  ft-^  nxjaths 
in  gieat  ti-anqtzi]l).ty,  inimoleited  by  my  iyrarit^  wIk* 
ibnietimes  gav^e  me  a  whole  yearns  refplte.  Here  I 
liied  to  jide  aiid  drive  by  tcEiis.  (as  my  Mmtkhh-  dictat- 
ed) with  horits  \irliich  were  hnt  me ;  aai  I  Isad  the 
compaiiy  ofmy  lover,  and  another  gentleman,  wbov/as  a 
veiy  agi-eeable  companiori,  ssi  of  Angular  iervice  to  nae 
in  the  ieqiiel. 

*  At  iafl,  my  lord  having  received  intelligence  of  the 
place  of  my  abode,  and  his  tormenting  hiiriiour  reciu - 
ring,  he  fet  out  for  my  habitation,  and  in  the  moniing 

appeared  in  his  coach  arid  ilx,  attended  by  Xli*.  G n, 

aiid  another  perfon,  whom  he  haii  engaged  for  tlie  pur- 
pofe,  with  fcverai  domeftlcks  airned.  I  immediately 
fliut  up  my  doors  at  his  approach,  aixl  refufed  him  ad- 
mittance, which  he  endeavoured  to  obtain  by  a  fuccef- 
lion  of  prayers  and  tlireats  ;  but  I  vvas  deaf  fto  both, 
and  refolved  to  hold  out  to  the  laft.  Seeiiig  mc  deter- 
mined, he  began  his  attack,  and  his  fen'ants  a6lual]y- 
fprqed  their  way  into  the  houfe  j  upoii  wliich  I  retieat- 
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el  i:p  ftalrs,  and  fortified  my i elf  in  my  apartment, 
wh'xh  tlie  aflailants  ftoiTned  wi^fi  iuch  iiuy,  that  me 
door  began  to  give  way,  and  I  retired  into  another 
joom . 

«  Whilft  I  remained  in  tliis  pcfr,  M^-.  G n  del 

rnanded  a  poidey,  in  which  he  bcg2:ea  I  wcuid  lavoiir 
mv  lord  with  an  interview,  othep/viie  he  knew  not  what 
might  be  the  confcquaice.  To  this  remonftrance  I 
replied,  that  I  was  r.ot  dirpoH-d  to  comply  with  his 
requeil ;  and  that  though  their  deiTgn  Ihouid  be  rar.r- 
dfr,  I  was  not  at  all  afraid  of  death.  Upon  this  declaiM' 
ticn  they  renewed  their  attacks,  whic'i  tliey  carried  on 
with  indiiterent  fuecefs  till  ihe  afternoon,  when  my 
lord,  (as  if  he  had  been  at  play)  knt  a  fomial  rzcfiiige 
to  me,  defirhig  that  ill  hoitilitivs  niculd  ceafe,  til;  after 
both  parties  flioiild  have  dined.  At  the  "ame  time,  my 
own  fei-vants  came  for  Inlhijc"tions  ;  and  I  ordered 
them  to  let  him  have  even*'-  thing  vvdiich  he  ilicaiid  call 
for,  as  far  as  the  houfe  could  afford . 

*  He  did  not  fail  to  make  ufe  of  this  perm'fUcn  ;  bi;t, 
fitting  down  v/ith  his  companions,  ea^  up  my  dinner 
withoiTt  helitation,  after  he  had  paid  me  the  ccmpli- 
ment  of  defiring  to  know  what  he  fhould  fend  up  to 
m.y  apartment.  Far  from  having  am/  fcom.ach  to  par- 
take of  his  meal,  I  fat  folitaiy  upon  my  bed,  in  a  ftate 
of  melanc'.ioly  expeclation,  having  faftened  the  door  of 
the  outw^ard  room  for  my  fecurity,  while  I  kep:  my 
chamber  open  for  the  convenience  of  air,  the  v/eather 
being  excefRvely  hot. 

*  His  lordfhip  havinc;  indulged  his  appetite,  rerr.med 
his  attem.pt,  and  all  of  a  fuddcn  I  heard  a  noife  in  the 
next  room  5  upon  which  I  ftarted  up,  and  perceiving 
that  he  had  got  into  m.y  anti-chamber,  by  the  help  cf  a 
bench  that  llood  under  the  windov.-,  I  flung-fo  the  door 
cf  my  room,  which  T  locked  with  great  expedition, 
and  opened  another  that  coramAmicared  with  the^  ftair^ 
cafe,  ran  out  of  the  houfe,  through  a  crowd  of  mere 
than  a  hundred  people,  v/hom  this  fray  had  gathered 
together,  «  Being 
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*  B^ing  TmiVirrially  iDtloved  in  the  mighlyourhood , 
p.nd  refpc6ted  by  :ny  lord's  (ervants,  I  pnfted  among 
them  untouched,  and  took  refuge  in  a  neighboiuing 
cottage  }  while  his  lordiliip  bawled  and  roared  tor  af- 
iiflance,  being  afraid  to  come  out  as  he  had  gone  in. 
Withoxit  waiting  for  his  delibeiutions,  I  changed 
cloaths  with  the  p>oor  Avoman  who  had  given  me  fhel- 
ter,  and  in  her  blue  apron  aiid  fti-aw-Iist,  falned  out 
into  the  fields,  intending  to  feek  protection  at  the  houle 
of  a  gentleman  not  far  off,  though  I  was  utterly  igno- 
rant of  the  TOdA  that  led  to  it.  Hovv^ver,  it  was  my 
good  fortune  to  meet  with  a  farmer,  who  undertook  to 
coniud  me  to  the  place  j  othenvife  I  ihould  have 
ftiilTed  ray  way,  a)id  in  all  probability  lain  in  the  iields ; 
for,  by  this  time,  it  was  eiglit  o'clock  at  night. 

*  Under  the  direiSlion  of  this  guide,  I  traverfed  hedge? 
and  ditches,  (for  I  would  not  venture  to  travel  in  the 
lilghv/ay,  left  I  fhould  fail  into  the  hands  of  my  pur- 
fuer)  and  after  I  had  'a6lually  tumbled  in  tlie  mire, 
and  walked  fix  or  feven  long  miles  by  the  help  of  a 
good  fpirit,  which  never  failed  me  aii  inch  occafions,  I 
arrived  at  the  place,  aiid  rang  the  bell  at  the  garden- 
g-ate  for  admittance.  Seeing  mv  figure,  which  was 
very  uncouth,  together  w^th  my  draggled  condition, 
they  denied  me  entrance}  but  when" they  imdei-ftocd 
who  I  was,  hnmediately  opened  tlie  door,  and  I  was 
hofpitably  entertained,  after  lia\'ing  been  the  fubjecl  of 
mirth,  on  account  of  my  drefs  and  adventure. 

'  Next  day  I  returned  and  took  ])o{lefiion  of  my 
houf'e  again,  where  I  refurncd  my  fojTner  amufements, 
which  I  enjoyed  in  quiet  for  the  fpace  of  a  whoI« 
month,  waiting  with  reiignation  for  the  i^ne  of  my 
law-fuit;  v/nen  one  afternoon  I  was  appiized  of  his 
iordfhip's  approach  by  one  of  my  fpies,  whom  I  always 
employed  to  reconnoitre  the  road  5  aixi  fo  foitunate 
was  I  in  the  choice  of  thefe  fcouts,  that  I  never  was 
betrayed  by  one  of  them,  though  they  were  often  bribed 
for  that  purpofe. 

*  J  no  fooner  received  tliis  intelligence,  tlian  I  ofdert4 
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Wxy  horfe  to  be  faddied,  and  mounting,  rode  out  of 
(ight  iramed lately,  dire6ling;  my  covdle  a  different  v/nv 
frcm  the  London  road.  I  had  not  long  proceetitd  in 
this  tiack,  when  my  career  v.^as  all  of  a  Ridden  ftcpped 
by  a  iive-bar  gate,  which,  after  fome  hefitatlon,  I  re- 
Iblved  to  leap,  (my  horie  being  an  old  hunter)  if  I 
fliould  find  myfeif  purilied.  However,  v/ith  much  dif- 
ficulty I  made  a  Hiift  to  open  it,  and  arrived  in  fafety 

at  the  houfe  oi^  my  very  good  fiiend  Mr.  G ,  who 

being  a  juftice  of  rhe  peace,  had  promised  me  his  pro- 
te<5tion,  if  it  fhould  be  wanted. 

*  Thus  fecured  for  the  pre'ent,  I  fent  out  fpies  to 
bring  information  of  his  lordiliip's  proceedings,  and 
und«-ftood  that  he  had  taken  poiTefiion  of  my  houfe, 
turned  my  fervants  adrift,  and  made  himfelf  n.aUer  of 
all  m^  moveables,  deaths,  and  papers.  As  for  the 
papers,  they  were  of  no  coniequence,  but  of  cloaths  I 
had  a  good  ftock :  and  when  I  had  reafon  to  believe 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  relinquidi  his  conqiiefl,  I 
thovight  it  was  high  time  for  me  to  remove  to  a  greater 
diftance  from  his  quarters.  Accordingly,  two  days 
after  my  efcape,  I  fet  out  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  in 
a  chariot  and  foiu",  whicJi  I  borrowed  of  my  friend,  at- 
tended by  a  footman,  who  was  a  ftout  fellow  and  well 
anned,  I  myfeif  being  provided  with  a  brace  of  good 
piliols,  which  I  was  fully  determined  to  ufe  againft 
any  peribn  v^rlio  fhould  prefume  to  lay  violent  hands 
upon  me,  except  my  lord,  for  whom  a  lefs  mortal 
weapon  would  have  fufficed,  fuch  as  a  bodkin  or  a 
tin'Ier-box.  Nothing  could  be  faither  from  m.y  inten- 
tion, than  the  deftre  of  hiu'ting  any  living  crearure, 
hiuch  lefs  my  hufoand  ;  my  defign  was  only  to  defend 
myfeif  from  cruelty  and  oppreiTion,  which  I  knew,  by 
fatal  experience,  would  infallibly  be  my  lot,  fhould  he 
get  me  into  his  pov/er ;  and  I  thought  I  had  as  good  a 
right  to  preferve  my  happinefs  as  that  which  eveiy  in- 
dividual has  to  prefciTe  his  life,  efpecially  againit  a 
let  of  ruffians,  who  wei"e  enga{jed  to  rob  me  of  it  for  a. 
iittk  dirty  hjcre.  "^  *  In 
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*  In  the  rnldft  of  our  journey,  the  footman  came  up, 
and  told  me  I  was  cogsjed ;  upon  which  I  looked  out, 
and  feeing  a  n-^an  riding  by  the  chariot- iiJe,  preiented 
one  of  my  pifloLs  out  of  the  chariot  winciov/,  anci  pre-  ■ 
lerved  that  poiture  of  defence  until  he  thought  proper 
to  retreat,  and  rid  me  of  the  fears  that  attended  his 
eonipan-y.  I  arrived  in  town,  and  changing  mv  equi- 
page, hired  a)^  open  chaife,  in  which  (though  I  was 
aimed  ilarved  with  coid)  I  travelled  to  Reading,  which 
i  reached  by  ten  next  m.orning ;  and  trom  thence  pro- 
ceeded farther  in  the  counLiy,  with  a  view  of  takirig 

refuge   with   Mrs.    C ,   vvho  "was   my  particular 

friend.  Here  I  fnould  have  found  Shelter,  though  my 
lord  had  been  before-hand  with  me,  and  endeavoured 
to  prepOiTt;is  her  againft  miy  condu61:,  had  not  the  iicufe 
been  crouded  with  company,  among  whom  I  co-^id  not 
pofTibly  have  been  concealed,  efpecially  from  her  bro- 
ther, who  v/as  an  intimate  frieiid  of  my  periecutor. 

'  Things  being  thus  fiLuated,  I  enjoyed  but  a  veiy 
fhort  interview  w^ith  her,  in  v/hich  her  Ibrrow  and  per- 
plexity on  my  account  appeared  with  great  exprelHon. 
in  her  countenance ;  and  though  it  was  not  in  her 
power  to  afford  m.e  the  relief  I  expected,  (he  in  the 
moft  genteel  manner  fent  after  me  a  fmall  (um  of 
m.oney,  thinking  that,  confidering  the  hurry  in  which  I 
left  my  houfe,  I  mdght  have  occafion  for  it  on  the  road. 
1  v.-as  by  this  time  bentimbed  with  cold,  fatigued  with 
travelling,  and  almoil:  fretted  to  death  by  my  diiap- 
poir.tment.  However,  this  was  no  tim.e  to  indulge 
dcfpondence  ;  fmce  nobody  could  or  would  allift  mie,  I 
itood  the  more  in  need  of  my  own  refolution  and  pre- 
fenceofmind.  After  fome  deliberation,  I  fleered  my 
courfe  back  to  London ;  and  being  unwilling  to  return 
by  the  fame  road  in  v/hich  I  came,  as  well  as  impatient 
to  be  at  the  end  of  my  journey,  I  chofe  the  Bagiliot 
way,  and  ventured  to  crofs  the  heath  by  moon- light. 

'  Here  I  v/as  attacked  by  a  footpad  armed  with  a 
broad  fword,  who  came  up  and  demanded  my  money. 
My  flock  amounted  to  twelve  gidneas  j  and  I  forefaw,.' 
3  tlut 
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ffiat  fiioiild  I  be  ilrlpped  of  tlie  whole  i'mv.,  I  could  not 
travel  without  diicovering  who  I  was,  and  conltquently 
n:iining  the  rlfk  of  being  dctc61ed  by  my  pr.rfuer.  On 
thefe  connderations  I  gave  the  ftilow  three  gtiineas  and 
I'cmt:  filvtr  j  with  which  he  was  fo  far  hem  being  iktis- 
fied,  that  he  tlireattncd  to  fearch  nie  for  more  :  but  I 
ordered  the  coachman  to  proceed,  and  by  good  fortune 
efcaped  that  ccre;nony ;  though  -I  was  under  fome  ap- 
prehenfion  of  being  overtaken  with  a  piftol-bullel:  in 
my  flight,  snd  therefore  held  down  mv  head  in  the 
chaife,  in  imication  of  fome  great  men,  who  are  faid  to 
have  d-acked  in  the  fame  manner  in  the  day  of  battle. 

'  My  fears  happened  to  be  difappointcd.  I  lay  at 
an  inn  iiuon  the  road,  and  next  day  arrived  in  tov/r.,  in 
the  utmoft  difficulty  and  diih'efs  •,  for  I  knew  not  v.-here 
to  fix  my  habitation,  and  v/as  deftitute  of  all  mer^n?  of 
iupport.  In  this  dilemma,  I  applied  to  my  lavvver, 
who  recommended  me  to  the  houie  of  a  tradei'man  in 
Wcftminfter,  vv'-iiere  I  lodged  and  bearded  upon  my 
faithful  Abigail,  (whom  I  fliall  diliingiufh  by  the 
name  of  Mrs.  £ — ■ — r)  for  the  fpace  of  ten  weeks, 
durir.g  which  I  faw  nobodj-,  and  never  onCe  ftirred 
abroad. 

*  While  I  was  thus  liarrafTed  out  of  all  enioxTnent  of 
life,  and  reduced  to  the  utmoft  indigence,  by  the  crueltv 
of  my  perfccu^or.  who  had  even  kripped  me  of  my 
wsaring  apparel,  I  made  a  conqueft  of  Lord  D^ — ^ — ,  a 
nobleman  who  is  now  de-^d,  and  therefore  I  fiiall  fay 
little  of  his  chara-Srer,  which  is  perfecliy  well  known: 
this  only  v/iil  I  obferve,  that  next  to  my  own  tyrant, 
he  v/as  the  perfon  of  v^-hom  I  had  the  greateft  abhor- 
rence. Neverthe'iefs,  when  thefe  tv/o  came  in  compe- 
tition, I  preferred  the  offers  of  this  new  lover,  which 
were  veiy  confiderable  5  and  as  an  afyhim  was  the 
chief  thing  I  wanted,  agreed  to  follow  him  to  h\z 
country  ieat,  v/hlther  I  a6t:\ially  fent  my  deaths,  which 
I  had  purcliaied  upon  credit. 

*  However,  upon  mature  deliberation,  I  changed  my 
min-l,  and  fignined  my  refolution  in  a  letter,  dcnring 

Vql.  III.  P  at 
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at  the  fsme  time,  that  my  baggage  might  be  fent  back. 
In  corifeqiience  of  this  meflkge,  I  expected  a  vilit  fiom 
him,  in  all  the  rage  ot  indigiiation  and  clirappointment, 
and  gave  orders  that  he  Cnculd  not  be  admitted  into 
my  hov.iii  yet,  Kotv^ithtianding  this  precaution,  he 
found  means  to  procure  eatraiice ;  and  -ciie  of  the  firft 
obj-efts  tliat  i  law  next  ir>oi-ning  m  my  bed-chairsber, 
was  ray  ioverj  aitned  witli  kis  h<3rfewhip,  againll  which 
(from  the  knoxdege  of  the  m?M.)  I  did  not  thLnk  myfcif 
altogether  feciu'e;  though  I  was  not  much  aianricd, 
becaule  I  beUeved  Viiyfeif  fuperior  to  hira  in  point  of 
braveiy,  fiicaid  the  worft  come  to  the  worft ;  b\it,  coii- 
traiy  to  ir.y  expectation,  and  his  wfual  behaviour  to  oxv: 
fex,  he  accofted  me  very  politely,  and  began  to  expof- 
tv.late  I'ipon  the  con  tea's  of  my  letter.  I  freeiy  told 
].iim,  that  I  had  raflily  afiented  to  his  prcpcfal,  tor  my 
own  convenience  only  5  that  when  i  reSecled  on  what  I 
had  done,  I  thOiight  it  imgeneroiis  in  me  to  live  with 
him.  upon  thefe  terms ;  and  that,  as  I  did  not' like  him, 
and  Gould  not  diffemble,  lUcK  a  correipcHdence  conld 
never  tend  to  the  fatisraftion  of  either.  He  allowed 
the  inference  was  juit,  though  he  was  very  much 
chagrined  at  my  previous  proceeding:  he  reiinqnh]::cd 
his  claim,  reftored  my  cJoaths,  and  never  arterwarJ.i; 
upbraided  me  v/ith  my  conduct  in  this  afTair  j  thcngh 
he  at  or^e  time  owned,  that  h&  ftill  loved  n-se,  and  ever 
£aovdd,  becaufe  I  had  ufed  him  iil :  a  declaration  that 
fo-ongly  maj-ks  the  peculiarity  of  his  characier.  A'i 
for  my  own  part,  I  own  that  my  behaviour  en  tUis 
occafion  is  no  other  way  excniable,  than  on  acccimt  ol 
the  miiftrable  perplexity  of  my  circiimftances,  which 
'.vere  often  To  calamitous,  that  I  wonder  I  have  not 
been  compelled  to  take  Rich  fteps  as  would  have  re-.i- 
dered  my  conduft  mnich  more  exceptionable  than  it 
really  is. 

'  At  iaft  all  my  hopes  were  bladed  by  the  inie  of 
my  iuit,  which  was  determined  in  favour  of  my  lord. 
y.ven  then  I  refiifed  to  yield ;  en  the  con-.rarv,  cc;?ning 
out  of  renii-ement,  I   took  Icdjlngii  in  Sultblk  S:rc.;fj 

;<.id 
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and  {et  my  t3rr3r!t  at  ileiiance.  Exit,  being  iinwilling- 
to  tniit  my  doors  to  the  ass  of  other  people,  I  h'.v^ 
sn  hoiiie  In  Coiiduit  Strsst  j  s^icl  no  iocvier  aj/peajed  hi 
the  \rovld  s^iii,  than  I  was  iTirrci>nckd  by  divers  and 
ibnt-n/  forts  of  2cli~iir?rs.  I  believe  2  received  the 
ii^cenle  and  addrefies  of  2II  kicds  under  the  i^n,  ex-cepfc 
thst  iort  -v/cAch  was  moil  to  irr^-  liking:,  a  raan  capable 
of  cDritra6tiTig  ztA  mipiring  a  mstuai'-aitad/ip.ent  j  br^.t 
fiich  a  one  is  equally  rare  aiid  inefliiTjable :  not  hut  that 
I  own  inyfelf  greatly  obliged  t'>ali  tkofe  wlx)  cultivated 
Wij  good  gracesj  tbo-agh  ihsy;  .were  very  Httie  beholden 
to  rne  5.  for  where  I  did  not-  really  love,  I  could  siever 
prcfeis  that  paiTion  5  tkit  fort  of  diiTmiv.Iation  is  a 
Sarery  that  no  honefi  nature  Vvlll  tuidergo.  Except 
fcne  vrortl^y  young  man  whom.  I  ibmeiimes  faw,  tliey 
were  a  ftrange  medley  of  iiiiignificant  beings  j  c!>e  vras 
iiififHd,  scodier  ridi'culoiifly  afrected  j  a  tIiiFd\'oid  of 
aMediKation;  a  fcnyth  altogetlier  iucotifiilent  5  and,  m 
ilioit,  I  found  as  mzny  trL^big  cliaracters  ajiiong  the 
s:£i!,  as  ever  I  obierved  ill  my  ov/n  fes.  Soine  of 
^r^ni  I  eodeaYoured  to  bring  ov-rr  to.  my  maKimSj  whife 
diey  attempted  to  make  a  proieljte  of  me  j  but  midtrig 
sire  tafk  impracHcai  en  both  fides,  we  wifely  dropped 
each  otber. 

'  At  iengtii,  boTPe^.-er,  I  ayes  bleilcd  vrich  ths  ac- 
qtruntrd^xe  of  one  soblenian,  'wlio  is,  perbaps,  the  &fi: 
t:haraQ.er  in  England,,  in  pobit  of  honour,  iKtegiity;, 
y^ity  ienie,  and  benevolence  t  wlisxi  I  have  thv.5  dii\in- 
gtiubed  birr,  I  r-eed  fcarce  mention  Lord  — — .  This 
gi'eae,  this  gocc\  man,  pollefies  every  accoii-jplilbEnent 
leqitiute  to  infpire  admiiutioni  love,,  and  e£teem.  V^'ith 
Hifinitely  rr»re  merit  than  abiioft  ever  fell  to  cm:  nvan's 
Siare,  he  maiiifefo  fuch  diffidence  of  his  own  q^jaiiSca- 
tions.  as  cannot  fail  to  prepoffcfs  eveiy  company  hi  his 
favour.  He  feems  to  obfenre  ncthi?ig=,  yet  fees  eveiy 
tfiLng  J  bis  msrnier  of  telling-  a  ftoiy,  ai;id  rc^akmg  tiiSes 
efeg-anti  is  peculiar  to  bimfelf  ^  and  thcra^h  lie  has  s 
thcuiaiid  oddities,  they  ferve  only  to  make  him  siar? 
agiTetable^  After  v<-hat  I  have  faidj  '\t  sasy  he  f^ippaitd 
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that  I  was  enamoured  of  his  perfon:  but  this  was  not 
the  cafe  ;  love  is  altogetlitr  capricious  and  fanclfui ;  yet 
I  admire,  hono\u-,  and  tfteem  him  to  the  higheft  degree ; 
and  when  I  obferve  that  his  C!;nra6\er  refemblcd  that 

ot'mv  dear  departed  friend  Mr.  E ,  or  rather,  that 

Mr.  B ,  had  he  lived,  would  have  refenibled  Lord 

— — ,  I  pay  the  hisrheft  compliment  I  can  conceive 
both  to  the  living  and  the  dead. 

'  In  this  nobleman's  frieridfhip  and  converfation  I 
tlicught  mvielf  happy ;  though  I  v/as,  as  ufual,  expofed 
to  the  indefatigable  efforts  of  my  lord,  v/ho,  one  day, 
while  I  was  favoured  with  the  company  of  this  gene^ 
rous  friend,  appeared  at  m]-  door  In  his  coach,  attelnded 
by  another  gentleman,  v/ho  demanded  entrance  with  an 
air  of  authority.  A  very  hcneft  footman,  who  had 
been  long  in  my  fervicc;  ran  up  fhairs  In  the  utmoft 
coniternation,  and  r--ave  me  an  account  of  what  had 
happened  below.  Upon  which,  I  told  him  he  had  no- 
thing to  aiiiV/er  for,  and  ordered  him  to  keep  the  door 
fait  fliut  again'l:  all  oppofiticn  :  though  I  w^s  fo  much. 
affe6led  with  this  unexpe61ed  afiauk,  that  Lord  — — » 
faid,  he  was  never  more  furprized  and  fhocked  in  his 
life,  than  at  the  horror  which  appeared  in  my  counte- 
nance, when  I  fav/  the  coach  flop  at  the  door. 

'  My  little  h.ro  being  refiifed  admdttance,  went 
away,  threatening  to  return  fpeedily  v/ith  a  reinforce- 
ment ;  and  during  this  Intei-val,  I  provided  myfelf  with 
a  fcidier,  whom  I  placed  centlnel  at  the  door,  within 
fide,  to  guard  me  from  the  danger  of  fuch  afl'aults  for 
the  futiij-e.  My  lord,  true  to  his  promlfe,  marched 
back  with  his  auxiliaries,  reinforced  with  a  conftable, 
and  repeated  his  demand  of  being  admitted;  and  my 
foldier  opening  the  fafh.  In  order  to  anfv/er  him,  ac- 
cording to  m}'  direStion,  he  no  fooner  perceived  the 
jred  coat,  than  he  was  felled  with  fuch  a  panick,  that 
he  inftantly  fled  with  great  precipitation  ;  and  w-hen  he 
recounted  the  adventure,  like  Falilaff  in  the  play,  mul-. 
tiplied  my  guard  into  a  wliole  file  of  mufqueteers.  He 
ajib  nrade  a  mift  to  diicover  the  gentleman,  who  had 

btea 
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heat  fo  kind  as  to  lend  me  one  of  his  company,  and 

complained  of  him  to  theDiike  of  N ,  in  hopes  of 

feeing  him  broke  for  his  niifdemeanor  j  but  in  that  ex- 
peftation  he  \^as  kickily  diiappointed. 

*  Perceivmg-  that  in  England  I  (liould  nevei'  enjoy 
peace,  but  be  continually  iubjefl  to  thofe  alarms  and 
difquiets  which  had  already  impaired  mv  health  and 
fpirits,  I  refolved  to  repair  again  to  France,  my  beft 
refuge  and  fure  retreat  from  the  perfecutlon  of  my  ty- 
rant. Yet,  before  I  took  this  ftep,  I  endeavotired,  by 
the  advice  of  my  ffiends,  to  conceal  myfeif  near  Wind- 
for  J  but  was  in  a  little  time  difcovereci  bvmy  lord,  and 
hunted  out  of  my  lurking-place  accordingly*  I  then 
removed  to  Chelfea,  where  I  lliffered  inconceiveable 
uneaunefs  and  agitation  of  mind,  from  the  nature  of 
my  fituation,  S,Ly  tranquillity  being  thus  incefiantly 
invaded  by  a  man  who  could  not  be  fatisued  with  me, 
and  yet  could  not  live  v-'ithout  me  :  fo  that,  though  I 
was  ver\'  much  indifpofed,  I  fet  out  for  France,  by  the 
way  of  the  Hagiie,  as  the  war  had  fnut  up  all  other 
communication,  having  no  other  attendant  but  my  vv-o- 
man  S— ^-j  who,  though  fhe  dreaded  the  ka,  and 
was  upon  the  biink  of  mati'imcny ,  would  not  quit  me 
in  fuch  a  calam.itous  condition,  xmtil  I  was  joined  by 
my  footman  and  other  maid,  vi^hcm  I  ordered  to  follow 
me  with  the  baggage.  But,  before  my  departure,  I 
lent  a  meflage  to  Lord  — — ^  demanding  my  cloaths, 
which  he  had  feized  in  Efiex  :  and  he  rending  to  deliver 
them,  I  was  obliged  to  eqiiip  myfeif  anew  iipon  credit. 

*  I  v>-as  fupplied  with  money  for  my  journey  by  my 

good  friend  L— ;  and  after  a  fhort  and  pieafant  paf- 

fage,  arrived  at  the  Hague,  v/here  I  ftaid  two  m.onths , 

and  parted  with  S ^r,  on  whom  I  fettled  an  annuity 

of  five  and  twentv  pounds,  payable  out  of  the  provi- 
fion  which    I  had  or  might  obtain  fi-om  myhufband. 

The  fame  allowance  had  I  prevailed  upon  Lord  B— 

to  grant  to  another  maid,  who  attended  me  while  I 
lived  in  his  houfe. 

•  I  did  not  much  relifli  the  people  in  Holland,  be« 

P  3  caufc 
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cauie  they  Teemed  entirely  devcred  to  ielf-Intercft,  with- 
out any  tafte  ror  pkaiure  or  politeneis  ;  a  Ipecies  of 
difpoikion  that  could  not  be  vtvy  agreeable  to  irss,  who 
al-.vavs  delpiled  money,  had  an  unbounded  beneyolence 
of  heart,  and  loved  pkaiure  beyond  every  other  conii- 
deration. — When  I  lay  pleaflire,  I  would  not  be  under- 
ftood  to  m.ean  knfuality,  which  conllitutes  the  fupreme 
happlnefs  of  thofe  only  who  are  void  of  lentimient  and 
im.ag^i nation.  Never thclefs,  I  received  Ibme  civilities 
In  this  place  ;  and   amioufi:  the  reft,  the  reputation  of 

liaving  for  my   lover  the  Kir.g  of  P -''s  minifter, 

who  was  yoimg  and  airy,  and  vifited  me  often  j  circum- 
ilances  that  were  fufficient  to  lay  me  under  the  imputa- 
tion of  an  amour,  which  I  frequeJitly  incurred  without 
having  given  the  leaft  caufe  ox  fu'blcion. 

i-Having  taken  leave  of  my  Dutch  friends,  I  de- 
parted fro;n  the  HagMC,  in  company  with  an  Engliih 
woman,  vvhoni  I  liad  chofen  for  that  purpofe,  and  ar- 
rived at  Antwerp,  with  mucli  ditticuity  and  danger, 
the  highway  being  infefted  with  robbers.  After  hav- 
ing repofed  rayieif  a  few  days  in  this  city,  I  hired  a 
coacii  for  myfelf,  and  fet  out  with  my  companion  for 
BnuTels  ;  but  before  we  reached  Mechlin,  our  vehicle 
was  attacked  by  two  hudars,  v/ho,  v/ith  their  fabres 
drawn,  obliged  the  coachman  to  drive  into  awoodnear 
the  road.  I  at  i'iV'?i  imagined  they  wanted  to  examine 
our  pallports,  but  was  fpon  too  well  convinced  ot  their 
delign  5  and  though  very  much  fhocked  at  the  difco- 
verv,  found  refoiution  enough  to  fupprefs  my  concern, 
fo  that  it  fhould  not  aggravate  the  terrors  of  the  young 
wonian,  who  had  almoft  died  with  apprehenfion.  I 
even  encouraged  lier  to  hope  tor  the  beil ;  and  addrefl- 
ing  myfelf  to  the  robbers  In  French,  begged  in  the  moft 
fuppliant  manner  that  they  woidd  fpare  our  lives  ;  up- 
on which  one  of  them,  who  was  a  little  fellow,  afliu'ed 
me  in  the  liaine  language,  that  we  had  nothing  to  fear 
for  our  perfons. 

*  When  we  were  conveyed  in  a  ftate  of  dreadful  fuf- 
penfe  above  three   quarters  of  a  mile    into  the  wood, 
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the  riiffisns  canie  into  the  coach,  aiiJ  taking  my  keys, 
which  I  kept  ready  in  my  hand  for  them,  opened  thii-ee 
large  trunks  that  contained  my  baggage,  and  empty- 
ing themofeveiy  thing  but  my  hoo})s  and  a  few  books, 
packed  up  their  booty  in  a  cloth ;  then  robbed  me  of 
my  money  and  jewels,  even  to  my  fhoe-buckles,  and 
fleeve-butLons,  tcok  my  footman's  laced  hat,  and  gave 
it  by  way  of  gratification ,  to  a  pcafant,  who  came 
from  behind  the  bviflies,  and  aflifted  them  in  packing. 

*  This  affair  being  difpatchcd,  they  ordered  us  to 
return  to  the  road  by  a  different  way  from  that  in 
which  we  were  car/ied  into  the  wood  ;  and  niounting 
their  horfes,  rede  offv/ith  the  plunder,  though  not  be- 
fore the  littic  fellow,  v/ho  was  the  leail  ferocious  of  the 
two,  had  come  and  fhaken  me  by  the  hand,  wifliing  U3 
a  good  journey  J  a  compliment  which  I  heartily  re- 
tiuTjed,  being  extremely  well  pleafed  with  the  retreat 
of  two  fuch  companions,  who  had  detained  us  a  whole 
half  hour ;  during  which,  notwithft anding  tlie  aflur- 
?.nce  I  had  receiA^d,  I  was  in  continual  apprehenf.on  of 
feeing  their  operation  concluded  with  the  murder  of  us 
all  y  for  I  luppofe  they  were  of  that  gang,  who  had 
fome  time  before  murdered  a  French  officer,  and  ufed  a 
lady  extremely  ill,  after  having  rifled  her  of  all  ihe 
had. 

*  Having  thus  undergone  pillage,  and  being  reduced 
■to  the  extremity  of  indigence  in  a  foreign  land,  it  is 
not  to  be  fuppofed  that  my  refiecf  ions  were  veiy  com- 
fortable j  and  yet,  though  I  fullained  the  whole  da- 
mage, I  was  the  only  perfon  in  the  company  who  bore 
the  accident  with  any  refolution  and  pretence  of  mind. 
My  coachman  and  valet  feemed  quite  terrified  with 
fear;  and  it  was  not  till  I  had  repeated  my  directions, 
that  the  fomier  drove  farther  into  the  wood,  and  took 
the  firfl  turning  to  the  right,  in  order  to  regain  the 
road,  according  to  the  command  of  the  robbers,  which 
I  did  not  chule  to  diibbev. 

*  This  misfortune  I  iuffered  by  the  mlfinformation 
I  received  at  Antv/trp,  where  I  would  have  provide^ 

myfe^f 
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myielf  with  an  efcoit,  had  not  I  been  aflured  that  there 
was  not  the  leaft  occafion  to  put  myfelf  to  fuch  extra- 
ordhiaiy  expence:  and  indeed  the  robbers  took  the 
only  half  hour  in  which  they  could  -have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  plundering  us  ;  for  we  no  fooner  returned  into 
the  highway,  than  we  met  with  the  French  artillery 
coming  fromBrufiels,  which  was  a  fecurity  to  us  dur- 
ing the  reft  of  our  journey.  We  were  afterwards  in- 
formed, at  a  frnall  village,  that  there  was  a6lually  a 
large  gang  of  deferters,  who  harboured  in  that  wood, 
from  which  they  made  excurfions  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  kept  the  peafants  in  continual  alarms. 

*  Having  proceeded  ajittle  way,  we  were  ftopped  by 
the  artillery  eroding  a  bridge ;  and  as  the  train  was 
very  long,  muft  have  been  detained  till  night,  had  not 
a  foldier  informed  me,  that  if  I  would  take  the  trouble 
to  come  out  of  my  coach,  and  apply  to  the  commandant, 
he  would  order  them  to  hal; ,  and  allow  me  to  pafs.  I 
took  the  man's  advice,  and  v/as  by  him  condu(?i:ed, 
Vs'ith  much  difficulty,  through  the  crowd  to  Ibme  offi- 
cers, who  feemed  fcarce  to  deferve  the  name;  for  when 
I  fignified  my  requeft,  they  neither  rofe  up,  nor  de- 
fired  me  to  fit  dovs?n ;  but  lolling  in  their  chairs,  with 
one  leg  ftretched  out,  af^ed,  with  an  air  of  diliefpeft- 
ful  raillery,  where  I  v/as  going  ?  and  when  I  anfwered, 
*'  To  Paris ;"  defired  to  know  what  I  would  do  there. 

'  I  who  am  naturally  civil,  v/here  I  am  civilly  ufed, 
and  laucy  enough  where  I  am  treated  with  difregard, 
was  very  much  piqued  at  their  infolent  and  unman- 
nsrly  behaviour,  and  began  to  reply  to  their  imperti- 
nent queftions  very  abruptly;  fo  that  a  very  tart  dia- 
logue v/ould  haveenfued,  had  not  the  converfation  been 
interrupted  by  a  tall,  thin,  genteel,  young  French  no- 
bleman, an  officer  in  the  army,  who  chancing  to  come 
in,  afeed  with  great  politenefs  what  I  would  pleafe  to 
have.  I  then  repeated  m.y  defire,  and  produced  my 
pafiports,  by  whicli  he  learned  who  T  was.  He  imme- 
diately gave  orders  that  my  coach  fliould  pafs  ;  and  af- 
terwards vifited  me  at   Paris,  having  obtained  my  per- 
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mifllon,  and  taken  my  acldreis  at  parting  j  while  the 
others,  uncei-rcanding  my  name  and  quality,  allied  par- 
don for  their  impolite  can-iage,  which  they  told  me 
v,-as  owing  to  the  reprcfentation  of  the  fo Idler,  who 
gave  them  to  understand  that  I  was  a  itroliing  adlrefs. 

*  I  could  not  hc;lp  laughing  heartily  at  this  miftalce, 
which  might  have  proceeded  from  the  circumftances  of 
my  appearance,  my  footman  having  been  obliged  to 
change  liats  with  tlie  peafant,  and  myfelf  being  with- 
out buckles  in  myfiioes,  and  biittons  in  my  riding 
fliirt,  while  ray  countenance  ft'dl  retained  marks  of  the 
fear,  and  conluiicn  I  had  undergone.  After  all,  per- 
haps the  fellow  v/as  a  dx-oll,  and  v^'anted  to  entertain 
himfelf  at  ray  expence. 

*  The  day  was  fo  far  confuraed  in  thele  adventure-^, 
that  I  was  obliged  to  take  up  my  lodgings  at  Ivlechliii, 
where  I  addrtiied  myfelf  to  the  intendant,  givmg  him 
an  account  of  the  difafter  I  had  met  with,  and  defiring 
i  might  have  credit  at  the  inn,  as  our  whole  company 
could  not  raife  the  value  of  a  iix-pence.  This  gentle- 
man, though  a  provincial,  was  polite  in  his  way,  and 
not  only  granted  my  requefl,  but  invited  me  to  lodge 
at  his  own  houfe.  I  accordingly  gave  him  my  com- 
pany at  fupper,  but  did  not  chuie  to  fieep  in  his  quar- 
ters, becaufe  he  appeared  to  be  what  the  French  call 
Wi  •-jieux  deboMche. 

*  Next  day  he  fent  a  tiiimpet  to  the  general,  with  a 
detail  of  my  mibfortune,  in  hopes  of  retrieving  what  I 
had  loft  5  but,  notwithil:anding  all  poluble  feai'ch,  I 
was  fain  to  put  up  with  my  damage,  which,  in  linen, 
laces,  cloaths,  and  baubles,  amounted  to  upwards  of 
feven  himdred  poimds :  a  lofs  which  never  deprived 
me  of  one  moment's  reft  5  for  though  I  lodged  at  a 
miferable  imi,  and  lay  in  a  paltry  bed,  I  fiept  as  ibnnd 
as  if  nothing  extracrdinarj'-  had  happened,  after  I  had 
written  to  London  and  Paris,  that  the  payment  of  my 
bills  of  credit  might  be  flopped.  Indeed,  I  know  but 
ot  two  misfortunes  iH  life  capable  of  depreihng  my  fpl- 
rits  J  namely,  the  iofs  of  heaith  and  friends  j  all  otherr; 
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maybe  prevented  or  endured.  The  n.rticles  of  that 
calamity  -which  I  chiefly  regretted,  were  a  plclure  of 
Lord  W — — m,  and  foine  inlmit^.b'-j  le'^zers  from  "Mr. 

B . 

*  From  M-chlin  I  proceeded  to  Bi-iiiTels,  where  be- 
ing known,  I  got  credit  for  fome  necciTaries,  and  bor- 
rowed twenty  guineas  to  defray  the  expence  of  my 
journey  to  Paris.  Having  confiilted  with  mv  friends 
about  the  fafcft  method  of  travelling  through  Flanders, 
I  was  parfuaded  to  take  places  in  the  public  voiture  ; 
and  accordingly  departed,  not  without  fear  of  finding 
onepri-rt  of  the  country  as  much  infefted  with  robbers 
as  another.  Nor  v/ere  thefe  apprehenficns  afluaged  '^y 
the  converfation  of  my  feilow-travellcrs,  whobeinT  of 
the  lower  fort  of  people,  that  delight  in  exaggerating 
dangers,  entertained  me  all  the  way  with  an  account  of 
ail  the  robberies  and  mu"ders  which  had  been  com- 
mitted on  that  road,  with  many  additional  circirai- 
ftarices  of  their  own  Invention. 

*  After  having  been  two  days  expofed  to  this  com- 
fortable converfation,  among  very  diiagreeable  com- 
pany, which  is  certainly  one  of  the  moll  difagreeable 
fituations  of  life,  T  aiTived  atLifle;  where,  thinking 
the  dangerous  part  of  the  journey  was  now  pafled,  I 
hired  a  poU-chaife,  and  in  two  davsmore  reached  Pa- 
ris, ^vIthout  any  further  molelLation. 

*  Upon  my  arrival  in  this  capital,  I  was  immedi- 
ately vifited  by  my  old  acquaintances,  w-o  hearing  my 
difafter,  ofPtred  me  their  cloatlis,  and  infilled  upon  ray 
wearing  them,  until  I  could  be  othii-vvife  provided. 
They  likewife  engaged  me  in  parties,  with  a  view  of 
amufing  my  imagination,  that  I  might  not  grow  me- 
lancholy in  reflecting  upon  my  lofs  ;  and  defired  me  to 
repeat  the  particulars  of  my  ftory  forty  times  over,  ex- 
preislng  great  iurprize  at  our  not  being  murdered,  or 
ravlfhed  at  leaft.  As  for  this  laft  fpecies  of  outrage, 
the  fear  of  it  never  once  entered  my  head,  otherwife 
I  fnould  have  been  more  fhocketl  r-^d  -larmed  than 
X  really  was  :  but  it  feenis  this  v/as  the  chief  circum . 
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ftance  of  my  companioivs  appreheniicn ;  p.nd  I  cannot 
help  obitrrving,  that  an  homely  woman  is  always  more 
apt  to  entertain  thoie  fears,  than  cj:e  whofe  perfon  ex- 
poies  her  to  much  miore  im.minent  danger.  However,  I 
now  learned,  that  therilk  I  urn  was  much  greater  than 
I  imagined  it  to  be,  thofe  rufiians  being  famjillarized  to 
rape  as  weil  asmiurder. 

'  Soon  after  my  appearance  in  Parle,  I  was  favoured 
with  the  addrefl'cs  of  ieveral  French  lovers  j  but  I  never 
had  any  tafte  for  foreigners,  or  indeed  for  any  amufe- 
ments  of  that  kind,  except  fuch  as  were  likely  to  be 
lalting,  and  fettled  npon  a  more  agreeable  footing  than 
that  of  common  gsllantr}-.  When  I  deviated  from  this 
principle,  my  conduct  was  the  effect  of  corapulnon, 
sjid  therefore  I  was  never  eafy  under  it,  having  been  re- 
duced to  the  alternative  of  two  evils,  the  lealf  of  which 
I  was  obliged  to  chufe,  as  a  man  leaps  into  the  fea,  in 
crder  to  efcape  from  a  fhip  that  is  on  fire. 

*  Though  I  rejected  their  love,  I  did  not  refufe  their 
company  and  ccnverfation  ;  and  though  miy  health  was 
confidcrably  impaired  by  the  fhcck  I  received  in  my 
lall  acU'entiu'e,  which  was  conliderably  greater  than  I 
at  f.ift:  imagined,  and  aitecled  my  com.panionfo  much, 
thatilie  did  not  recover  her  fpirits  till  fhe  returned  to 
England  :  I  fay,  though  I  was  for  fome  time  a  valetu- 
dinarian, I  enjoyed  myfelf  in  great  ti'anquiility  fcr  the 
fpace  of  ten  months,  during  which  I  was  vifited  by 
Engiifn,  Scotch,  and  French,  of  all  parties  and  periua- 
iions ;  for  pleafui'e  is  of  no  faction,  and  that  was  the 
chief  obj eft  of  mv  purfuit;  neither  was  I  fo  ambiti- 
ous of  being  a  politician,  as  to  employ  my  time  and 
tr.oughis  upon  fubjects  which  I  did  not  underftand. 
I  had  admirers  of  all  fides,  and  fhculd  have  fpent  my 
time  very  much  to  my  liking,  had  not  I  felt  my  funds 
fenfibly  diminiih,  wii:hGut  any  profnect  of  their  being 
repaired ;  for  I  had  been  obliged  to  lay  our  a  great 
part  of  the  fiim  allotted  for  my  fuhfifter^ce,  in  ilipply- 
ing  my  comicanion,  my  fervant,  ar.J  myfdf,  with  ne- 
c^fiirici,  in  iieu  of  thofe  which  we  liad  loft. 

<  Haying 
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*  Having befl^re  my  eyes  the  uncomfortable  torofuea 

of  wantmg  money  m  a  f [range  place,  I   found   my  lb  if 

linger  tne  neceffity  of  ret.rHng  to  Endand,  whe'-i  I 

had  more  relcurc.s  than  I  could  polTiblv  have  amono- 

foreigners  j   and  with  that  view  wrote  to  Lord 's 

agenLsdeimng  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  diibh.rcre 
my  obligations  at  Paris,  by  the  payment  of  mv  pin- 
money.  Inus  a  negoclaticn  comm.enced,  and  his 
lorufhip  prom.fed  to  remit  money  for  the  clearance  of 
my  ^ans  debts,  which  amounted  to  four  hundred 
pounds  :  but  he  would  not  advance  one  farthing  more, 
chough  I  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  while  lie  pro' 
trafted  tne  agreement,  I  muft  inevitablv  be  addino-  ..^ 
myiiyumbrance,  and  that!  /lioiild  be  a/eit^aualb/del 
tan^d  bya  debt  of  twenty  pounds  as  if  I  owed  a  4ou. 
fand  Notwithftandmg  all  my  reprefentations,  he 
would  not  part  with  one  /hiiimg  over  the  neat  fum 
wmcn  I  had  at  firft  Itipukted  j  ih  that  all  my  m^a- 
fures  were  rendered  abortive,  and  I  found  it  altco-ether 
impracticable  to  execute  thcfe  refolutions  I  had  &-n^d 
m  his  favour. 

m^T!''''f^'V'  ^V^J^«-^  trifle,  embarraf^thewc. 
man  for  whom  he  prordies  the  moil:  unlimited  love,  ard 
v.hofe  pnnciples  he  pretends  to  hold  in  the  utmoft  ve- 
neration  Indeed,  his  co^iflJence  in  my  integritv  is  not 
witlicut  foundation;  for  many  wives,  with  one'half  of 
niy  provocation,  would  have  ruined  him  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  3  whereas,  notwithftanding  all  the  ex- 
pences  to  which  I  have  been  expofed  bv  his  continual 
perfecuticn,  he  never  paid  a  (hilling  on  ray  account, 
except  one  thcufand  pounds,  exclullve  of  the  fmallal! 
iowance  which  was  my  due.  In  a  word,  io  much  time 
eiapfed  bercre  my  iori  could  prevail  upon  himfelf  to 
advance  the  bare  four  hundi-ed,  that  I  was  involved  In 
ireia  difficulties,  from  which  I  round  it  impofTible  to' 
extncate  myfelf:  and  though  I  had  occafion  to  writ,  a 

letter  to  my  benefactor  Lord ,  in  which  I  expreS-d 

niy  acknowledgment  for  pall  favours,  I  could  not  ven- 
ture to  ioiicit  morei  ev.n  when  I  was  encouraged  by 

a  veiy 
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a  very  obliging  anfwer,  wherein  he  declared  that  the 
good  qualities  of  my  mind  rxid  heart  would  bind  hin.T 
to  me  in  triL-ndilnp  for  ever, 

'  While  I  nuninated  on  m.y  uncomfortable  iltnation, 
which  would  neither  permit  me  to  return  to  England, 
nor  to  llay  much  longer  where  T  was,  a  young  Eng- 
lifhman  of  immenfe  fortime  took  Paris  in  his  way  from 
Italy,  accompanied  by  a  moft  agreeable  Scotchman,  of 
very  good  fenfe  and  great  vivacity.  It  was  mv  good 
or  111  fortune  to  become  acquainted  with  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, who  having  feen  ]ne  at  the  opera,  expreflld 
a  defire  of  being  ];nown  to  me,  and  accordingly  fa- 
voured me  with  a  vlfit  one  afternoon,  when  the  brifk 
North  Briton  ingicfied  the  vvhole  converl'ation ;  while 
the  other  feemed  feariul  and  diffident  even  to  a  degree 
of  bafhfulnefs,  through  which,-  however,  I  could  dif- 
ceni  a  delicate  ienfibiiiry  and  uncommon  tinderftandina;-. 
There  was  in  his  perfon,  (which  was  very  agreeable) 
as  well  as  in  his  behaviour,  a  certaiii  7:ai~t!Cie  that  v/as 
very  pleaHng;  and  at  this  firft  Interview  we  reliflied 
each  other's  company  fo  well,  that  a  fort  of  Intimacy 
immediately  commenced,  and  was  carried  on  In  a  fuc- 
celTion  or  parties  of  pleafure,  in  the  ccurfe  of  which  I 
found  him  fraught  with  all  the  tendernefs  and  fenti- 
ment  that  render  the  heart  fufceptlble  of  the  WioH  re- 
fined love ;  a  difpofiticn  that  Immediately  made  me 
partial  to  him,  while  It  ilibjecled  his  own  heart  to  all 
the  violent  Imprefiions  of  a  pafiion,  which  I  little  Ima- 
gined our  correfpo!idence  v/ould  have  produced, 

<  Neverthelefs,  I  was  far  from  being  difpleafed  with 
my  conqueft,  bccaufe  his  perfon  and  quallncations,  as 
well  as  his  manner  of  addrefs,  were  very  much  to  my 
liking,  and  recommended  him  in  a  particular  manner 
to  Uiy  affecllon.  Indeed,  he  made  a  greater  progi'efs 
in  njy  heart  than  I  myfdf  fufpeilctl  j  far  there  was 
fomething  congenial  In  our  fouls,  which  from  our  firll 
meeting  I  believe  had  attra61:ed  us  (unknown  to  our- 
felves)  under  the  notions  of  friendHiip  and  regard,  and 
now  difclofed  hfclf  in  the  moil  palllonate  love. 

Vol.  III.  Q_  •'Iliiienei. 
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'  I  llftened  to  his  addreiles,  p.nd  we  were  truly 
happy.  His  attachment  was  the  quinteiTence  of  ten- 
dernefs  and  Imcerity,  v/hiie  his  generolity  knew  no 
bounds.  Not  contented  with  having  paid  twelve  hun- 
dred pounds  on  my  account,  in  the  fpace  of  one  fort- 
night, he  would  have  loaded  me  with  prefent  after  pre- 
lent,  had  I  not  abfolutely  refufed  to  accept  ilich  ex- 
penhve  marks  of  his  munificence.  I  was  even  mortified 
at  thole  inftances  of  his  liberality,  which  my  fituation 
compelled  me  to  receive ;  lefc,  being  but  little  ac- 
quainted with  m.y  difpolition,  he  ihould  fuipeft  me  of 
being  interelted  in  m.y  love,  and  judge  my  conduct  by 

■  the  malicious  reports  of  com.mon  fame  which  he  after- 
vv-ards  ov^-ned  had  at  firif  obtained  fuch  credit  with  him, 
that  he  believed  our  mutual  attachment  would  not  be 
of  long  duration.  But  in  this  particular  he  v/as  foon 
undeceived :  his  heart,  though  naturally  adapted  for 
the  melting  paffion,  had  hitherto  efcaped  untouched  by 
ail  the  ladies  of  Italy  and  France  5  and  therefore  the 
iiril  im.preiTions  were  the  more  deeply  fixed.  As  he  was 
imprattifed  in  the  ways  of  com.mon  gallantry  and  de- 
ceit, the  ftriking  fnnpllcity  in  his  character  was  the 
more  likely  to  engage  the  heart  of  one  who  knew  the 
perfidy  of  the  world,  and  defpifed  ail  the  farce  and 
bombaft  of  faihionable  profeffion,  which  I  had  always 
confidered  as  the  phrafe  of  vanity  and  ottentation,  ra- 
ther than  the  genuine  language  of  love.  Befides,  gra- 
titude had  a  confiderabie  fhare  in  augmenting  my  af- 
fection, which  manifefted  itfelf  in  fuch  a  warm,  cor- 
dial, and  artlefs  manner,  as  increafed  his  eileem,  and 
rivetted  his  attachment ;  for  he  could  eafdy  perceive 
from  the  whole  tenour  of  my  condu6l,  that  m.y  breaft 
was  an  utter  ftranger  to  craft  and  dillimulation  :  yet  I 
was  at  firft  fearful  of  contra6ling  any  engagement  with 
him,  becaufe  being  younger  than  me,  he  might  be  more 
apt    to   change,    and   the   world  might  be   malicious 

,cnough  to  fuppofe  I  had  pracf  ifed  upon  his  inexperience ; 
but  confcious  of  my  own  integrity,   I  let  flander  at 

defiance,  truiling  to  my  ov/n  behaviour,  and  his  na- 
2  tural 
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tuval  probity,  for  the  continuance  of  his  love.  Thougli 
we  did  not  live  together  in  the  fame  hoiife,  the  greatcd 
part  of  our  time  was  fpent  in  each  other'' s  company; 
we  dined  and  fupped  at  the  fam.e  table,  fi-equented 
publick.  places,  went  upon  parties  to  the  countiy,  and 
never  parted  but  a  few  hours  in  the  night,  which  we 
paifed  in  the  utmoft  impatience  to  meet  again. 

*  In  this  agreeable  manner  did  the  days  rcll  on, 
when  my  felicity  was  inten-upted  by  a  fit  of  Jealouly 
with  which  I  happened  to  be  feized.  I  had  contrafted 
an  acquaintance  with  a  young  married  lady ;  who, 
though  her  perfonal  attra6lions  v.-ere  but  fiender,  was, 
upon  the  whole,  an  agreeable,  chearful,  gcod-natured 
companion,  with  a  little  dafli  of  the  coquette  in  her 
compofition.  This  woman  being  in  veiy  indigent  cir- 
cumiiances,  occafioned  by  fom.e  Icfies  her  hufband  had 
fullained,  no  fooner  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  and 
converhng  with  my  lover,  than  fhe  fonned  a  deiign  of 
making  a  conqueft  of  him.  I  fliould  have  forgiven  her 
for  this  fchemie,  whatever  pangs  it  might  have  coft  me, 
had  I  believed  it  the  efre6l  of  real  pallion ;  but  I  knew 
her  too  well  to  fuppofe  her  heart  was  fufceptible  of  Icve, 
and  accordingly  refented  it.  In  the  execution  of  her 
plan,  fhe  neglecled  nothing  which  fhe  thought  capable 
of  engaging  his  attention.  She  took  all  opportunities 
of  fitting  near  him  at  table,  ogled  him  in  the  moll 
palpable  manner,  direfted  her  whole  difccurfe  to  him, 
trod  upon  his  toes  ;  nay,  I  believe,  fqueezed  his  hand. 
My  blood  boiled  at  her,  though  my  pride,  for  feme  time, 
enabled  me  to  conceal  m.y  uneafinei's  ;  till  at  length  her 
behaviour  became  fo  arrogant  and  grofs,  that  I  could 
no  longer  fupprefs  m.y  indignation,  and  one  day  told 
my  lover,  that  I  would  immediately  renounce  his  cor- 
refpondence. 

*  He  was  greatly  alarmed  at  this  unexpefled  decla- 
ration ;  and  when  he  vinderftood  the  caufe  of  it,  afiured 
me,  that  for  the  futiu'e  he  would  never  exchange  one 
word  with  her.  Satisiied  with  this  mark  of  his  iin- 
ecrit)^  and  regard,  I  releaied  him  from  this  promife, 
0^2  which 
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wlucli  he  could  not  polfibiy  keep,  while  Hie  znd  I  lived 
iipon  any  terms  ;  and  we  continued  to  viilt  each  other 
as  ufual,  though  fhe  ftill  periiftcd  in  her  endeavours  to 
rival  nie  in  his  atreition,  and  contra6led  an  intimacy 
v/ith  his  companion,  wlio  Teemed  to  entertain  a  paflion 
for  her,  that  ihe  miglit  have  the  more  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  being  among  us  5  for  fjie  had  no  objeftion 
ugainft  favop.ring  the  addrefies  of  both.  One  evening, 
I  remember,  we  let  out  in  my  coach  for  the  opera  5  and 
in  the  way,  t'.iis  in;anorata  v/as  lb  hufy  with  her  feet, 
that  I  was  incenied  at  lur  behaviour,  and  when  we  ar- 
rived at  the  place,  refufed  to  alight,  but  fetting  them 
down,  declared  my  intention  of  returning  home  imme- 
diately. She  was  ib  much  pleafed  with  this  intimation^ 
that  flie  could  not  conceal  the  joy  fnc  felt  at  the 
thoughts  of  converling  with  him,  luiinterrupted  by  m.y 
preilnce ;  an  opportunity  with  which  I  had  never  fa- 
voured her  before.  This  open  exultation  Increaled  ray 
anger  and  anxiety.  I  went  home  5  but,  being  flill  tor- 
tured with  the  reiieclion  of  having  left  them  together, 
adjufted  myfelFiu  the  glafs,  though  I  was  too  angry  to 
take  notice  of  my  own  figure,  and  without  farther  de- 
lay returned  to  the  opera. 

*  Having  enquired  for  the  box  in  which  they  fat,  I 
took  pofleiiion  of  one  that  fronted  them,  and  recon- 
noitering  them,  without  being  perceived,  had  the  fatis- 
fa6f  ion  of  feeing  him  removed  to  a§  great  a  diftance 
from  her  as  the  place  would  permit,  and  his  head  tin'n- 
ed  another  way.  Compofed  by  this  examination,  I 
joined  them  without  farther  fcruple,  when  my  young 
gentkman  exprelled  great  joy  at  ray  appearance,  and 
told  me  he-v/as  determined  to  have  left  the  entertain- 
ment, and  come  In  quell  of  me,  had  I  not  returned  at 
that  inllant. 

'  In  our  way  homewards,  my  rival  repeated  her 
jifual  hints,  and  with  her  large  hoop  alnioll  overlhadow- 
ed  my  lover  from  my  view:  upon  which  my  jealoufy 
and  wrath  recurred  v/ith  ll.cli  violence,  that  I  pulled 
the  ftring,  as  a  ilgnal  for  the  coachman  to  ilop,  with  a 
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view  of  getting  out,  and  going  home  afoot  5  a  frep 
vvliich  would  have  afforded  a  new  fpe6tacle  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Paris.  But  I  reflected  in  a  moment  upon  the 
folly  of  fuch  a  refolution,  and  foon  recollected  myll-lf, 
by  calling  my  pride  to  my  affiftance.  I  determined, 
however,  that  flie  fliould  acl  no  more  Icenes  of  this 
kind  in  my  prefence,  and  that  fame  night  infilled  upon 
ray  lover's  dropping  all  intercourfe  and  connection 
with  this  tormentor  !  He  very  chearfully  complied 
with  my  defire,  and  was  even  glad  of  an  occafion  to 
break  off  his  acquaintance  with  a  perfon  about  whom  I 
had  plagued  him.  fo  much. 

*  Thus  was  I  freed  from  the  perfecution  of  one  of 
tliofe  creatures,  who,  though  of  little  confequence  in 
themfelves,  are  yet  the  peif  s  of  fociety,  and  find,  means 
to  deftroy  that  harmony  which  reigns  between  two 
lov,ers,  by  tlie  intrufion  of  a  loofe  appetite,  void  of  all 
fenfibility  and  difcretion:  having  no  feeling  themfelves, 
they  cannot  fympathize  with  that  of  other  people,  and 
do  mifchief  out  of  mere  wantonnefs. 

*  My  lover  being  obliged  to  go  to  England,  had 
fettled  me  in  a  genteel  houfe  in  Paris,  with  a  view  of 
returning  when  his  affairs  fhould  be  adjufted ;  but 
when  the  time  of  his  departure  approached,  he  began 
to  be  uneafy  at  the  profpecl  of  feparation,  and  in  order 
to  alleviate  his  anxiety,  deiired  me  to  accon"\panv  him 
to  Calais,  where  we  llayed  together  three  or  four  days, 
during  v/hlch  the  di-ead  of  parting  became  more  and 
more  intenfe  :  fo  that  we  determined  upon  my  follow- 
ing him  Into  England,  by  the  firft  opportunit}',  where 
I  fhould  live  altogether  incog,  that  I  might  be  conceal- 
ed fi-om  the  enquiries  and  attempts  of  my  lord.  Even 
after  this  refolution  was  fixed,  vve  parted  with  all  the 
agonies  of  lovers  who  defpair  of  ever  meeting  again  j 
and  the  wind  blow-mg  ver^-  high  after  he  had  embarked, 
increafed  my  fears.  But  by  the  return  of  the  packet- 
boat,  I  was  bleffed  with  the  report  of  his  being  fafe 
arrived  in  England,  and  had  the  fatisfa6lion  of  peruling 
bis  letters  by  every  poft. 

0.3  •My 
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*  My  admirer  bein^  thus  detached  from  me,  my 
thoughts  were  entuxly  employed  in  concerting  feme 
private  method  of  conveying  my'elf  to  him.  As  I 
would  not  truft  myfelf  in  the  common  packet,  for  fear 
of  being  difcovered,  after  having  revolved  divers 
fchemes,  I  determined  to  tranfport  myfelf  in  one  of 
the  Dutch  fifliing-boats,  though  I  knew  the  p?flage 
would  be  hazardous  ;  but,  in  a  cafe  of  fuch  interefting 
concern,  I  overlooked  ail  danger  and  inconvenience. 
Before  I  put  this  refolution  in  praftice,  I  was  fo  for- 
tunate'as  to  meet  with  a  fmall  Englifli  veflel  that  ar- 
rived at  Calais,  vv-itli  a  prifoner  of  war,  in  which  I  em- 
barked with  my  companion  and  another  lady,  who 
lived  with  me  for  fome  time  afterwards  :  and  when  we 
came  0:1  board,  difcovered  that  t)ie  fhip  was  no  other 
than  a  light  coiiiei',  and  that  her  whole  company 
amounted  to  no  more  than  three  men.  Neverthcltfs, 
though  the  fea  was  fo  rough,  and  the  weather  fo  un- 
proraifmg,  that  no  other  boat  would  venture  to  put  to 
lea,  we  fet  fail,  and  betv/een  two  florms,  in  about  three 
hours  arrived  in  fafety  in  Dover. 

<  From  hence  my  firft  companion  went  to  her  friends. 
In  the  {tage-coach,'  while  the  other  lady  and  I  hired 
an  open  poft-chaife,  (though  it  flowed  very  hard)  and 
without  any  accident  performed  our  joiu'ney  to  Lon.^. 
don,  where  I  met  witli  my  lover,  who  fiev/  to  my  arms 
in  all  the  tranlports  of  impatient  joy ;  and,  doubtlefs,  I 
defei-ved  his  affeiSlion,  for  the  hardfliips,  perils,  and 
difHculties,  I  had  uitdergone  to  be  with  him;  for  I 
never  fcrupled  to  undertake  any  thing  prafticable,  in. 
order  to  demonftrate  the  fmcerity  of  what  I  profeiTed. 

*  In  confequence  of  our  plan,  I  nfiumed  a  fiftitious 
name,  and  never  appeared  in  publick,  being  fally 
fatisfied  and  happy  hi  the  company  and  converfatlon 
of  the  man  I  loved  ;  and  when  he  went  into  the  coun- 
try, contented  myfelf  with  his  correfpondence,  which 
lie  punftually  maintained,  in  a  feries  of  letters  equally 
lirnlible,  fmcere,  and  affedionate. 

f  Upon  his  retyrn  to  town  fof  the  remainder  of  the 
.    "  feafpn. 
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feafon,  he  devoted  the  gre?.tell:  part  of  his  time  to  our 
mutual  enjoyment ;  left  me  Vw-ith  rekiftance,  when  he 
was  called  away  by  indifpenlible  buiinefs,and  the  clvi- 
iity  which  was  due  to  his  acquaintance,  and  veiy  lel- 
dom  went  to  any  place  of  publick  entertainment,  be- 
caufe  I  could  not  accompany  and  lliare  with  him  in  the 
divcrilon:  ray,  fo  much  oil  I  ingrofs  his  attention, 
that  one  evening,  after  he  had  been  teazed  into  an  a^ve- 
ment  of  meeting  fome  friends  at  a  play,  he  went  thither 
precifely  at  the  appointed  hour,  and  as  th-^y  did  not  ar- 
rive punctually  at  tlie  very  mi]nite,  he  returned  to  me 
immediately,  as  much  rejoiced  at  his  efcape  as  if  he  had 
met  v/ith  forae  fignal  deliveraiiee.  Nor  was  his  con- 
ftancy  inferior  to  the  ardour  of  his  love;  we  went  once 
together  to  a  ball  in  the  Hay  Market,  where,  in  the 
midft  of  a  thoufand  fine  women,  whofe  chanus  were 
enhanced  by  the  peculiarity  of  the  dreiTes  they  wore,  he 
reiiiained  unfhaken,  unreduced,  prefcrving  his  attach- 
ment tor  me,  in  fpite  of  all  temptation. 

*  In  the  fum.mer  he  provided  me  with  a  houfe  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  his  own ;  but  the  accommodations 
being  bad,  and  that  co\mtiy  affording  no  other  place 
fit  for  my  refidence,  he  brought  me  home  to  his  own 
feat,  and  by  that  ilep  railed  an  xmiverfal  clamour, 
though  I  faw  no  company,  and  led  fuch  a  folitary  life, 
that  nothing  but  excefTive  Icve  could  have  fupported 
my  fpirits :  not  but  that  he  g^-ve  me  as  m.uch  of  his 
time  as  he  could  poflibly  fpare  from  the  neceffary 
duties  of  paying  and  receiving  vifits,  together  with 
the  avocations  of  hunting,  and  other  coixntry  amufe- 
ments,  which  I  could  not  partake.  Formerly,  indeed, 
I  ufcd  to  hunr  aiid  flioot,  but  I  had  left  ofi''  both  ;  fo 
that  I  was  now  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  reading, 
and  walking  by  myfelf;  but,  Lo've  made  up  for  all  de- 
ficiencies to  ?ne,  --vho  think  nothing  elf e  n.vorth  li-x'i'ng  for  ! 
=—Had  I  been  blefj'ed  •nxith  a  partner  for  life,  -jjho  could 
ha-oe  lo-ved  fincerely,  and  infpired  me  ^ith  a  inutiial 
Jia?ne,  I  i':ould  ha.nje  ajked  7io  ?nore  of  Fate.  Interejl 
£iud  amhiu-'Ai  ba%'s  m  fnare  in  nty  compojitiott  j  ^o^'^t 
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n.vhich  is  pleaftire,  or  pkafure^  ivkich  is  lo~oe,  ?nakes  up 
the  '■IV bole,  A  heart  Jo  difpoftd  cannct  he  devoid  of  other 
good  qualities  ;  it  77mji  be  fubje£i  to  the  iniprejficns  of  hu- 
manity and  benevolence,  and  ene77iy  to  nothitig  but  iifelf. 
Xliis  you  will  give  me  leave  to  sfiirm,  in  jullice 
to  myfelf ;  as  I  have  frankly  owned  my  failings  and 
mifconducl. 

*  Towards  the  end  of  fummer  rny  heart  was  a  little 
alanned  by  a  report  that  prevailed,  of  my  lover's  being 
a6luaily  engaged  in  a  treaty  of  marriage ;  however,  I 
gave  little  credit  to  this  rumour,  till  I  was  obliged  to 
go  to  town  about  buf.nefs,  and  there  I  heard  the  fame 
information  coniidenily  affirmed.  Though  I  fcili  con- 
iidered  it  as  a  vague  fannifc,  I  wrote  to  him  an  account 
of  what  I  had  heard;  and  in  his  anfwer,  which  is  iHli 
in  my  poiTeilion,  he  afiiired  me  with  repeated  vows  and 
proteitatlcns,  that  the  report  was  allcgetherfalfe.  Satis- 
fied with  this  declaration,  I  returned  to  his  houfe  ;  "and 
though  the  tale  was  inceffantly  thundered  i)i  my  ears, 
ftill  believed  it  void  of  all  foundation,  till  my  fufpicion 
was  av;/aked  by  a  very  inconfiderable  circum.itance. 

*  One  day,  on  his  return  from  hunting,  I  perceived 
he  had  a  very  fine  pair  of  Dreiden  ruffles  on  his  fliirt, 
which  I  could  not  fuppofe  he  would  wear  at  fuch  a 
ruftick  excrcife:  and  therefore  my  fears  immediately 
took  the  alarm.  When  I  queftioned  him  about  this 
particular  of  his  drei's,  his  colour  changed ;  and  though 
lie  attemptrd  to  elude  ray  fufpicion,  by  Imputing  it  to 
a  m.iftake  of  his  fervant,  I  could  not  reft  fatisfied  with 
this  account  of  the  matter,  but  enquired  into  the  truth 
with  fuch  eagernefs  and  penetration,  that  he  could  not 
deny  he  had  been  to  make  a  vifit.  By  degrees,  I  even 
extorted  from  him  a  confcffion,  that  he  had  engaged 
himfelf  farther  than  he  ought  to  have  proceeded,  with- 
out making  me  acquainted  with  his  delign,  though  he 
endeavoured  to  excufe  his  conduft,  and  pacify  my  dif- 
pleafure,  by  faying  that  the  affair  vv^ould  not  be  brought 
to  bear  for  a  great  whilcj  and  perhaps  might  never 
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■come  to  a  detennination  5  but  he  was  In  great  confii- 
ilon,  indeed  hardly  knew  what  he  faid. 

*■  I  would  have  quitted  his  houle  that  moment,  had 
not  he,  before-hand,  obtained  a  promiie  that  I  would 
take  no  rafti  relblution  of  that  kind,  and  put  it  out  of 
my  power  to  procure  any  methoil  of  conveyance  by 
which  I  could  make  my  retreat.  I  gave  no  vent  to 
reproaches,  and  only  upbraided  him  with  his  having 
permitted  me  to  return  in  ignorance  to  the  countiy, 
after  I  was  once  fairly  gone  5  upon  which  he  Iwore, 
that  he  could  not  bear  the  tlioughts  of  parting  with 
me.  This  declaratio)i  was  a  myileiy  at  that  time,  but 
I  have  been  fmce  fo  fully  latisfied  of  his  reafons  for  his 
condu6l,  that  I  heartily  acquit  him  of  ail  injuftice  to^ 
me.  And,  indeed,  it  is  my  fmcere  opinion,  that  if 
ever  young  man  defei-ved  to  be  happy,  he  is  certainly 
entitled  to  that  privilege  ;  and  if  I  may  be  allowed  to 
judge,  has  an  heart  fuiceptible  of  the  moll  refined  en- 
joyment. 

'  Tile  violence  of  the  grief  and  conftematlon  which 
I  futfered  from  this  ftroke,  having  a  little  fubfided,  I 
deliberated  with  myielf  about  the  meafures  I  Ihould 
take,  and  determined  to  leave  his  houfe  Ibme  da}'  when 
he  fhould  be  abroad.  I  was  encouraged  in  this  refo- 
lution  by  the  advice  of  our  Scotch  friend,  who  came 
about  this  time  from  London,  on  a  vifit  to  his  fellow- 
traveller:  we  thought  fuch  an  abiTipt  departure  would 
be  lefs  fhocking  than  to  itay  and  take  a  fonnal  leave  of 
my  lover,  whole  heart  was'  of  fuch  a  delicate  frame,^ 
that  after  I  told  him  I  Hiould  one  day  withdraw  rayfclf 
in  his  abft-nce,  he  never  came  home  from  the  chace,  or 
any  othei*  avocation,  without  trembling  with  appre- 
henhon  that  I  had  eicaped. 

*  After  he  had  been  fome  time  accuiiomed  to  thefe 
fears  by  my  previous  intimation,  I  at  length  decamped 
in  good  earneft,  though  my  heart  ached  upon  the  oc- 
cafion,  becaufe  I  left  him  loving  and  beloved  ;  for  his 
affection  was  evident,  notwithltanding  the  ftep  he  had 
t?.keii,  by  the  advice  and  importunity  of  ail  his  rela- 
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tions,  who  laid  a  difagreeable  refiraint  upon  his  incli- 
nations, while  they  confvxlted  his  intereft  in  ever}'  other 
particular. 

*  While  I  halted  in  the  next  great  town,  until  I 
could  be  liipplied  with  frefh  horfes,  I  was  vilited  by  a 
gentleman  who  had  been  fomnerly  intimate  with  my 
lover  }  but  a  breach  had  happened  in  their  friendfhip, 
spd  he  now  came  to  complain  of  the  treatment  he  had 
received.  Perceivirig  that  I  was  not  in  a  hum.our  to 
liften  to  his  ftory,  he  fhifted  the  ccnverfation  to  my 
own,  and  obfen'ed,  that  I  had  been  extremely  ill-ufed. 
I  told  him  that  I  was  of  a  different  opinion:  that  it 
was  not  only  juft,  but  expedient,  that  a  young  m.an  of 
Mr.  — — — 's  fortune  fhould  tliink  of  making  feme 
alliarace,  to  ftrengthen  and  fupport  the  intereft  of  his 
family  j  and  that  I  had  nothing  to  accule  him  of  but 
his  letting  m.e  remain  fo  long  in  ignorance  of  his  in- 
tention. He  then  gave  me  to  underftand,  that  I  was 
ftill  ignorant  of  a  great  part  of  the  ill  ufage  I  had  re- 
ceived ;  affirming,  that  while  I  lived  in  his  houfe,  he 
liad  amufed   himfelf  vvith  all    the  comjm-on  women  in 


that  town,  to  fome  of  whom  this  g-entleman  had 


per- 


*  At  firft,  I  could  not  believe  this  imputation  ;  but 
he  fupported  his  afiertlons  with  fo  mjany  convincing 
circumftances,  that  I  couid  no  longer  doubt  the  truth 
of  them  ;  and  I  felt  fo  much  refentn-ient,  that  my  love 
yanifned  immediately  into  air.  Inilead  of  proceeding 
in  my  journey  to  London,  J  vv^ent  back  a  confiderable 
wayj  and  fent  a  meiTage,  deuring  to  fee  him  in  a  little 
houie,  about  mid-way  between  his  own  Iv^bitaticn  and 
the  town  from  whence  I  came.  He  obeyed  my  fum- 
mons,  an.d  appeared  at  the  place  appointed,  where  I  re- 
proached liim,  with  great  bitterneis.  He  pleaded  .guilty 
to  the  charge,  fo  far  as  ackncwledghig  that  he  had 
coi  refponded  with  other  wom.en  lately,  in  order  to  get 
the  better  of  his  affeftion  for  me,  but  the  experlm.ent; 
had  failed,  and  he  found  that  he  fhculd  be  for  ever  mi- 
ferable.  <  I  did 
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f  I  did  not  look  upon  this  candid  confefHon  as  a  fuf- 
ficient  atonement  for  his  pad  diiEraulation ;  and,  in 
the  (harpnefs  of  my  revenge,  demanded  a  fettlement, 
which  he  peremp::orily  refufed,  fo  that,  for  the  prefent, 
we  held  each  other  in  the  utmoft  contempt.  Indeed  I 
afterwards  defpifed  myielfformy  condefcenfion,  which 
was  owing  to  the  advice  of  my  companion,  fupported 
and  inflam.ed  by  the  fpirit  of  refentment.  Nevcrthe- 
lefs,  he  begged  that  I  would  return  to  his  houfe,  or 
ftay  all  night  where  I  was ;  but  I  was  deaf  to  his  In- 
treaties,  and  after  a  great  deal  of  ironical  civility  on 
my  fide,  I  took  my  leave,  and  went  away ;  yet,  before 
I  fet  out,  I  looked  back,  and  fav/.him  on  horfeback, 
with  fuch  an  air  of  fimpHcity  and  tiiTth,  as  called  up  a 
profound  figh,  notwlthitanding  all  that  had  palled  in 
our  converfation. 

<  Upon  my  arrival  in  London,  I  took  lodgings  In 
Leicefter  Fielis,  and  anfwered  a  letter  which  I  had 
fome  months  before  received  from  my  lord,  telling  him 
that  I  would  go  home  to  him,  without  ftipulating  for 
any  tenns,  to  tiy  vvhat  effe6l  my  confidence  wouLl  have 
upon  his  gencrohty.  He  read'.ly  embraced  the  offer, 
and  took  a  houfe  in  St.  Jameo's  Street,  where  I  pro- 
pofed  to  comply  with  his  hu.'iicur  in  every  thing  that 
was  confiftent  with  ray  own  peace  and  tranquillity. 

*  Meanwhile,  my  lover  paifed  his  time  very  difagree- 
ably  In  the  countiy,  with  his  friend,  of  v\^hom  (it 
feems)  he  had  conceived  feme  jealoufy,  which  was  in- 
creaied  by.  a  letter  I  wrote  to  that  gentleman,  till  he  v/as 
made  acquain':ed  v/ilh  the  contents,  which  he  read  over 
forty  times :  and  then  his  paiTion  breaking  out  with 
more  violence  than  ever,  he  not  only  exprefled  his  feel- 
ing, in  an  epiftle  which  I  immediately  received,  but 
when  he  came  to  town,  fuffered  fuch  agonies  of  defpair 

as  I  had  never  feen  before,  except  In  Lord  B .     It 

was  then  In  my  power  to  have    taken  ample  revenge  ^ 
upon  him,  as  well  as  upon  my  infolent  rival,  who  h  .d 
infifted  upon  my  leaving  his  houfe,  in  a  veiy  abrupt 
manner,   though   he   abfolutely  refufed  to  gratify  he/ 

malice^ 
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malice:  for  he  was  novr  difpofed  to  do  any  thing  for 
rny  fatlsfaftton :  but  I  knew  his  worth,  and  had  toa 
much  regard  for  his  reputation  to  advife  hirn  to  aft  in- 
coniiftent  with  his  honour. 

*  About  this  time,  many  tender  meetings  and  for- 
rowfvil  partings  happened  between  us,  till  the  marriage 
knot  was  tied,  wh-nihe  fentmea  bank-note  for  a  thou- 
fand  pounds,  by  way  of  fpecimen  (as  he  called  it)  of 
his  friendfhip,  andof  what  he  would  do  for  me,  Ihould 
I  ever  want  his  afTiftance.  This  mark  oFhisgenero- 
flty  I  received  in  a  moft  tender  billet,,  which  I  (liall  ne- 
ver part  with,  together  with  his  pi6lure  ftt  in  dia- 
monds. 

*  I  now  employed  my  thoughts  in  keeping  meafures 
with  my  lord  ;  we  lay  in  the  fame  apartment,  and  for 
the  firft  four  or  five  months  I  neither  dined  or  i'upped 
abroad  above  twice,  and  then  he  knew  where  I  was, 
and  approved  oi  my  company.  But  all  this  compla- 
cency and  eircumfpection  had  no  effeft  \ipon  his  tem- 
per, which  i-emained  as  capricious  and  difiatisfied  as 
ever.  Nay,  to  fueh  a  provo'kiug  degree  did  this  \m- 
happy  humour  prevail,  that  one  day,  in  the  prefence  of 
his  lawyer,  he  harangued  upon  miy  milconduft  iince 
our  laft  re-union,  and  veiry  freely  affirmed,  that  every 
flep  I  had  taken  was  diametrically  oppofite  to  his  will. 

*  Conicious  of  the  pains  I  had  been  at  to  pleafe  him. 
I  was  fo  incenfed  at  thefe  unjufi:  inve6li\'es,  that  ftart- 
ing  up,  I  told  him  he  v/as  a  little  dirty  fellow;  and 
would  have  left  the  houle  immediately,  had  not  his 
lawyer  and  otliers,  who  were  in  the  next  room,  inter - 
pofed,  and  by  dint  of  argument  and  importunity  di- 
verted me  from  my  purpole.  By  the  bve,  I  have  been 
informed  by  a  perfon  of  rank,  that  my  lord  difcovered 
exa<5lly  the  fame  difpofition  in  his  father's  life-time, 
and  only  changes  the  lubjcftof  his  complaint  from  the 
word  father  to  that  of  ^vife.  Indeed,  he  takes  all 
opportunities  of  plaguing  my  dear  parent,  as  he  ha;^ 
jutl  fagaclty  eno\5gh  to  know,  that  this  is  the  moft  ef- 
fe^ual  way  he  can  take  to  diftrefs  me, 

*  Afta- 
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*■  After  repeated  triad's,  I  have  given  r.p  aii  liopes  of 
•naklng  h'm  happy,  or  ot  finding  myfelf  ealy  in  my 
fituaticn;  and  live  with  him  at  preient  to  avoid  a 
greater  inconvenience.  Not  that  his  ili-naturi  is  all 
the  grievance  of  which  I  con-.plain :  exclufive  of  the 
perfonal  diigufi:  I  entertaui  for  him,  his  folly  is  of  that 
fpecies  v.-hich  difoMiges  rather  than  diverts,  and  his 
vanity  and  affeclaticn  altogether  intolerable;  for  he 
aftunlly  believes  himfelf;  or  at  lead  would  impofe  hlm- 
feif  \ipon  mankind,  as  a  pattern  in  gallantry  and  taft-e; 
and,  in  point  of  bulinefs,  a  perfon  of  infinite  fagacity 
and  penetration  j  bnt  the  moil  ridiculous  part  of  his 
character  is  his  pretended  talent  for  politicks,  in  v/hich 
he  fo  deeply  concerns  himfelF,  that  he  has  drliniiTed 
many  a  good  fei-vant  becanfe  he  liifpefted  him  of  hav- 
ing ^vrong  connecf  ions ;  a  thrme  upon  which  he  has 
often  quarrelled  with  me,  even  almoft  to  parting,  ac- 
ciifing  m.e  with  holding  contlpcndcnce  v/ith  the  Earls 

of  B-^ — and  C- ,  and  Mr.  H.  V ,  though  I 

never  had  the  leail  acquaintance  v/ith  any  of  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, except  the  Earl  of  C ,  to  v/hom  I  have  not 

fpoktn  for  the.'e  ten  years  paft. 

'  In  ihort)  Thave  often  b-en  at  alofs  to  know,  v^-he- 
ther  he  was  more  mad  or  nnlicious  in  thoie  fits  of  en- 
thufiafm,  v.-htrein  he  feemcd  tranipcrted  with  zcal  for 
tnt  commonwealth^  and  tormented  me  with  his  adir.o- 
nitions,  oi'.t  of  all  tem.per  and  patience.  At  length, 
however,  t  contrived  an.  ex-pedient  v/hlch  freed  me  from 
(hefe  troubiifome  exp^-ftulations,  and  lilenced  him  ef- 
fe>5tu:illy  on  the  fcore  of  politicks.  This  was  no  other 
ti.an  an  open  avowal  of  being  conne61ed  with  all  thofe 
people  whom  I  h"ve  named.  Indeed,  I  knew  him  too 
Weil  to  believe  there  was  any  thing  iblid  in  his  inten- 
tion or  profefilons,  even  when  he  carried  htmfelf  ib  far 
as  to  dem.and  a  private  audience  v.ith  the  king,  in  order 
to  communicate  a  fcheme  for  iupprefTirg  theVcbelliqn ; 

and  that  being  denied,  foiicited  the  D.:kc  of  D 's 

interert  for  peiTnhhon  to  raife  and  head  a  regiment  of 

Kentifh  fmugglers  :  nav,  ^o  ilich  a  ^itch  did  his  lov- 

VOL.  III.  '    R  alty 
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alty  Ibar,  that  he  purchaled  a  firdock  of  particular 
mechanilm,  calculated  for  the  fafety  of  the  bearer,  in 
cafe  he  had  bceii  placed  centincl  at  his  majefty's  door  j 
.  and  kt  pi-  his  horles  ready  capariluncd,  with  a  view  of 
attending  his  fjvereign  to  the  field.  Nctwichftanding 
ail  thei'e  pompous  preparations,  had  he  been  put  to  the 
proof,  he  would  have  infallibly  crept  out  of  his  engage- 
ment, through  foiTie  Iheaking  evafion,  his  imagination 
being  very  fertile  in  fuch  laving  pretences.  Yet  he 
will  talk  fometimes  fo  fervently,  and  even  fenfibly,  on 
the  fubjeft,  that  a  ftranger  would  miftake  him  for  a 
man  of  underftanding,  and  determined  zeal  for  the  good 
of  his  country. 

*  Since  my  laft  retirrn  to  his  houfe,  that  a6l  of  par- 
liament paflcd,  by  which  he  v/as  enabled  to  pay  his 
debts,  and  among  the  reft,  a  thoufand  pounds  of  my 
contracting,  the  only  burden  of  that  kind  I  ever  in- 
tailed  upon  him,  exclufive  of  my  pin-money,  which 
was  never  regidaily  paidj  nor  would  he  have  been 
fubjeft  to  this,  had  he  not,  by  his  perfecution  and  pur- 
fdit,  expofed  me  to  an  extraordinary  expence.  I  have 
alio  had  it  in  my  power  to  reward  fome  of  my  faithful 
Abigails  j  in  particular,  to  relieve  from  extreme  dif- 
trefs  that  maid  to  whom  (as  I  have  already  obierved) 

Lord  B granted  an  annuity,  which  fhe  had  fold : 

fo  that  fhe  was  reduced  to  the  moH:  abje6l  poverty,  and 
I  found  her  in  a  difmal  hole,  v^li?h  two  infants  periihing 
for  v/ant ;  a  fpeftacle  which  drew  tears  from  my  eyes, 
and  indeed  could  not  but  make  deep  impreihon  upon  a 
};cart  like  mine,  which  the  mifcry  of  my  fellow  crea- 
tures never  failed  to  melt. 

'  Nor  did  I  upon  thiscccafion  forget  the  attachment 
and  fidelity  of  niy  other  woman  ivIrs.S ,  who  heat- 
ing I  was  robbed  in  my  pallage  through  Flanders,  had 
generouily  relinqulflied  the  allowance  I  had  fettled  up- 
on her  at  parting.  The  exercife  of  fuch  a6ls  of  hu- 
mitnit-'-  and  benevolence,  and  the  pleafure  of  feeing  my 
^ear  and  tender  parent  often,  in  fonie  rr.eafure  alleviate 
ttic  chagrin  to  whicli  I  am  fubjeft,  from  the  difagi-ee- 

able 
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able  difpoiition  of  my  lord,  who,  coniiftent  with  his 
former  inconfiftency,  upon  our  laft  rv^coiiciliation  chear- 
fuliv  agreed  to  apropofal  I  made  of  having  concerts  in 
the  houie,  arid  even  approved  of  the  fcheme  with  :narks 
of  particular  fatisfaclicr. :  but  before  one  half  of  the 
winter  v.'as  expired,  he  found  mesns  to  hanifli  a  J  the 

company,  beginning  with  Lord  R E ;  who 

as  he  walked  up  ftairs  one  evening,  was  ftopped  by  a 
footman,  who  plainly  told  him  he  had  orders  to  lay 
to  him  in  particular,  that  his  lordfliip  was  not  at  home  ; 
yet,  the  very  next  day,  perceiving  that  nobleman  and 
me  walking  together  in  the  Park,  he  joined  us  with  an 
air  of  alacrity,  as  if  i\o  luch  thing  had  happened  j    and 

even  behaved  to   Lord  R with  the  moll  fawning 

complaiiance.  His  deportment  was  equally  abfm'd 
and  impertinent  to  the  reit  of  his  friends,  who  forfook 
us  giadually,  being  tired  of  maintaining  any  friendly 
communication  with  fuch  a  dilagreeable  compofition 
of  ignorance  and  arrogarice.  For  my  ov/n  part,  I  look 
upon  him  as  utterly  incon'igible  ;  and  as  fate  hath 
lubjeiled  me  to  his  power,  endeavour  to  make  the  bit- 
ter draught  go  do\\Ti,  by  detaching  m.yfelf  as  much  as 
poflible,  from  the  fuppofition  that  there  is'any  fuch  ex- 
iftence  upon  earth.  Indeed,  if  I  had  not  fatal  experi- 
ence of  the  contiaiy,  I  fliould  be  apt  to  believe  that 
fuch  a  chara6ler  is  not  to  be  found  among  the  fons  of 
men ;  becaule  his  condu6t  is  altogether  unaccountable 
by  the  known  rules  and  maxims  of  life,  and  fails  en- 
tirely under  the  poet's  obfervation,  when  he  fays— 

*  'Tis  true,  no  meaiing  puzzles  more  than  wit.' 

Her  ladyihip  having  thus  concluded  her  ftory,  to  the 
entertainment  of  the  company,  and  the  admiration  of 
Peregrine,  who  expreiled  his  alfonifiiment  at  the  variety 
of  adventures  fhe  had  undergone,  which  was  fuch  as  he 
thought  fufiicient  to  dellroy  the  moft  hardy  and  robuft 
conltitution,  and  therefore  infinitely  more  than  enough 
to  overwhelm  one  of  her  delicate  frame;  one  of  the 
gentlemen  prefent  roundlv  taxed  her  with  want  of  caii- 
R  3  dour, 
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do'ir,  in   nipprening  ibme  clrcumlianc^s  of  li-r  Ilf- 
>vhich  he  thought  elTeatial  in  the  conlideiation  of  hl-i* 
cnai-a6ter. 

She  reddened  at  this  peremptoiy  charge,  which  had 
an  eviuent  effea  upon  the  countenances  of  the  whole 
audience,  when  the  accufer  proceeded  to  exnlain  his  im- 
putation, by  obr.rving-,  that,  inthecourleofhernar- 
ration,  fhe  had  omitted  to  mention  a  thoufand  ^&s  of 
uncommon  charity,  of  which  he  him.feif  knew  her  to  be 
guik-y  5  and  that  flie  had  concealed  a  great  manv  ad- 
vantageous propofals  of  marriage,  which  fhe  might 
iiave  accepted  before  flie  was  eno-ag-ed. 

The  company  were  agreeahly^mdeccived  by  this  ev- 
phnation ;  which  her  ladyfhip  acknowledged  in  ver^- 
pohte  tei-ms,  as  a  compliment  equally  genttel  and  un^ 
expefted  :^  and  our  hero,  after  having  t.itihed  the  fenfe 
he^h-ci  of  her  complaifance  and  eondeieenfion,  in  re- 
gabn?  h^m  v/ith  a  mark  of  her-confdence  and  efleem, 
took  his  leave,  and  went  home  in  a  ffste  of  confulion 
and  perplexity ;  for,  from  the  circumfr^nces  of  the  tale 
he  had  hearc,  n:  plainly  perceived  that  her  lady/hip's 
l)eait  was  too  delicate  to  receive  fuch  incenfe,  as' he.  in 
the  c.-p3citv  of  an  admirer,  coulo  at  preient  payj  be- 
•cauie,  tnough  he  had  in  feme  m-^,fure  abridged  the 
empire  of  Emilia  in  his  own  breaft,  it  was  rot  in  his 
power  to  retrain  it  f.  eff;-aiTally,buL'  that  it  would  in, 
terfere  wuh  any  other  fovereign  v.diom  his  tbouchts 
fliouid  adopt;  and,  unltfs  Lady  ~  could  engro.'^his 
whole  love,  time,  and  attentioi,  he  forefaw  that  it 
would  be  im.pofTible  for  him  to  fupport  the  paffion 
which  he  mdght  have  the  good  fortune  to  infpire.  He- 
was,  moreover,  deterred  irom  d  clarinjr  his  love,  bv  the 
fate  of  her  fornier  admirers,  who  fe-med  to  have  been 
wound  up  to  a  degree  of  enthuliafm.;  that  looked  more 
like  the  effea  oi'  enchantment,  than  the  in.'piration  of 
human  attraaions  ;  an  extafy  of  p:,liion  which  he  durft 
not  venture  to  imdergo.  He'therefore  reibived  to  com-, 
bat  vyiLh  the  impreffions  he  had  alread-  received,  and, 
U  poiTible,  cultivate  her  friendfliip  vrlthdut  foiiciting 
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her  affe^ion :  but,  before  he  could  fix  upon  this  deter- 
3nination,  he  delaed  to  know  the  footing  on  which  he 
Itood  in  her  opinion  ;  and  by  the  intelligence  of  Crab- 
tree,  obtained  in  the  i;fual  manner,  imderllood  that  her 
fentiments  of  him  were  veiy  favourable,  though  with- 
out the  leaft  tinclure  of  love.  He  would  have  been 
tranfpor ted  with  joy,  had  her  thoughts  of  him  been  of 
a  more  tender  textiire  5  though  his  reafon  was  better 
pler^fcd  with  the  informn^  ion  he  received:  in  conle- 
quence  of  which  he  muifcred  up  the  ideas  of  his  fi.rft 
pailion,  and  fet  them  in  oppofition  to  thcfe  of  this  new 
and  dangerous  attachment  5  by  which  means  he  kept 
the  balance  in  eauilibrio,  a!Xi  his  bolom  tolerably  quiet. 

CHAP.  X. 
He  perfuades  CoJ~xallader'  to  ajj'ume  the  Character  of  a 
Magician,  in  -zvhi.h  he  acquires  a  great  Share  of  Re- 
futation, by  his  Refponfes  to  three  Females  of  Di/iific- 
tion,  ^j:ho'fe-ve  rally  confidt  the  Refcarches  of  his  Art. 
TJIS  heart  being  thus,  as  it  were,  fufpended  between 
-^^  two  obie6ls,  that  lefwned  the  force  of  each  other's 
attrailion,  he  took  this  opportunity  of  enjoying  fome 
rcfpite,  and  for  the  prefent  detached  his  fentiments  from 
both  j  refolving  to  imiulge  himfelf  in  the  exercife  of 
that  practical  fatire,  which  was  ib  agreeable  and  pecu- 
liar to  his  difpoiition .  In  thLi  laudable  determination  he 
was  confirmed  by  the  repeated  fuggdtions  of  his  friend 
Cadwailader,  who  taxed  him  v/ith  letting  his  talents 
roft  in  indolence,  and  llinmlated  his  natural  vivacity, 
with  a  fuccefiion  oi  frcfli  dilcoveries  in  the  world  or 
fcandal. 

'  Peregrine  was  now  feized  with  a  ftrange  whim, 
and  when  he  communicated  the  conceit  to  Cadwailader, 
it  in  a  moment  acquired  his  approbation.  This  no- 
tion he  imparced  in  a  propolal,  to  iiibjecl  the  town  to 
their  ridicule,  by  giving  refporiles  in  the  character  of  a 
profcfled  conjuror,  to  be  perlcnated  by  the  old  mifan- 
thrope,  whofc  afpeft  was  extremely  well  calculated  for 
the  purpofe.  The  plan  v/as  iminediately  adjufted  in 
a|l  its  parts  j  an  apartment  hiivd  in  a  houlc  accommo- 
R  3  dated 
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dated  with  a  pTiblick.  ftair,  Co  tliat  people  might  hare 
free  ingrefs  and  egrefs,  without  being  expoftd  to  obfer- 
vation ;  and  this  tenement  beii)g  iurnifiied  with  the 
apparatus  of  a  magician,  fneh  as  globes,  telefccpes,  s 
magic-Ianthorn,  a  ikeleton,  a  dried  moiikey,  together 
with  the  ikins  of  an  alligator,  otter,  and  fnakc,  the 
conjuror  himfelf  took  poifeinon  of  his  caiUe,  after  hav- 
ing diftnb^ited  printed  advert  iff  ments,  containing  the 
particulars  of  his  undertaking. 

*  Thefe  bills  foon  operated  according  to  tlie  wilh  of 
the  projevSlors.  As  the  price  of  the  oracle  was  fixed 
at  half  a  guinea,  the  public k  naturally  concluded  that 
the  author  was  no  common  fortune-teller ;  and  the  ver/ 
next  day.  Peregrine  found  fome  ladies  of  his  qtr^Uty  ac- 
quaintance, infefted  with  the  defire  of  making  an  expe- 
riment upon  the  (kill  of  this  r^ew  conjuror,  who  pretend- 
ed to  be  juit  arrived  frcrn  the  MoguPs  ejr.pire,  where 
he  had  learned  the  art  from  a  Brachman  ^/niiofophev. 
Our  young  gentlenian  affected  to  talkof  thepretenlious 
of  this  fage  with  ridicule  and  contempt,  and  with  feem- 
ing  reluftanee  undertook  to  attend  them  to  his  apart- 
ment, obferving  that  it  would  be  a  very  eafy^  matter  to 
dete6l  the  fellow's  ignorance,  and  no  more  than  com- 
mon jufiics  to  chaftife  him  for  his  preiumption* 
Though  he  could  eafd.y  perceive  a  great  fund  of  credu- 
lity in  theccmpany,  they  afft£lcd  to  efpoufe  his  opinion, 
and  under  the  notion  of  a  frolick,  agreed,  that  one  par- 
ticidar  lady  fhould  endeavour  to  batfie  his  art,  by  ap- 
pearing before  him  in  the  drefs  of  her  woman,  who 
fliould  at  the  fame  time  perfonate  her  miitrefi,  and  be 
treated  as  fuch  by  our  adventurer,  who  promifed  to 
fquire  them  to  the  place.  •  Thefe  meafures  being  con- 
certed, and  the  appointm.ent  fixed  for  the  next  audience- 
day.  Peregrine  furniilied  his  friend  with  the  neceffary 
Information  5  and  wlten  the  hour  of  afiignation  arrived, 
conduulc-d  his  charge  to  this  oracul  ius  feer. 

The}-- were  admitted  bv  cur  heroes  valet  dechambre, 
whofe  vifage  being  naturallv  meagre  and  iwarthy,  was 
adorned  with  aitificial  whiihe.s  j  fo  that  he  became  the 

Peruan 
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Perhau  drefs  which  he  were,  and  feerned  a  veiy  proper 
niarter  of  the  ceremonies  to  an  oriental  necromancer. 
Having  crofied  his  anns  upon  his  brcafl,  with  an  incli- 
)iation  of  the  head,  he  llalked  in  folemn  filence  before 
them  into  the  penetraHa  of  the  temple,  where  they 
Ibund  the  conjm-or  fitting  at  a  table,  provided  with  pen, 
ink,  and  paper,  divers  bocks,  and  mathematical  inftrii- 
ments,  and  a  long  white  wand  lying  aci  ofs  the  whcle. 
He  was  habited  in  a  black  gown  and  fur- cap :  his 
countenance,  over  and  above  a  double  proportion  of 
philofophick  gravity,  which  he  had  alir.med  fcr  the  oc- 
c.iiion,  was  improved  by  a  thick  beartl,  white  2?  ir.cw^ 
tliat  reached  to  l\is  middle  ;  upoiv  each  fhoulder  fat  a 
prodigious  large  black  cat,  which  had  been  tutored  for 
the  purpofe. 

Such  a  figure,  which  would  have  ftartled  Peregrine 
himfelf,  had  not  he  been  concerned  in  the  myllery,  could 
not  fail  to  make  an  imprefiion  upon  thofe  whom  he  ac- 
companied. The  fictitious  chambei'maid,  in  fpite  of 
ail  her  natural  pertnefs  and  vivacity,  changed  colour 
^vhen  ihe  entered  the  room,  while  the  pretended  lady, 
vw'hofe  inteilefts  vvere  not  quite  fo  enlightened,  began 
to  tremble  in  every  joint,  and  ejaculate  petitions  to 
Hfc-aven  for  her  fafety.  Their  concuftor  advancing  t© 
the  table,  prefented  his  oifering,  and  pointing  to  the 
m.aid,  told  him  that  lady  dcfired  to  know  what  would 
be  her  deftiny  in  point  of  miarrlage.  The  philofopher, 
Avithcut  lifting  up  his  eyes  to  view  the  perfon  In  whofe 
behalf  he  was  confulted,  turned  his  ear  to  one  of  the 
fable  famiiiiars  that  purred  upon  his  fliculder,  and  tak- 
ing up  the  pen,  wrote  upon  a  detached  flip  of  paper 
thefe  vvords,  which  Peregrine,  at  the  dehre  of  the  la- 
dies, repeated  aloud.  *  Her  deftiny  v/ill,  in  a  great 
meallire,  depend  upon  what  happened  to  her  about  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  third  day  of  laft  De- 
cember.' 

This  fentence  was  no  foener  pronounced,  than  the 
counterfeit  lady  fcreamed,  and  ran  cut  Into  the  anti- 
chamber,  exclahnmg— *  Ghrift  have  mercy  upon  us ) 

Sure 
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Sure  he  Is  the  devil  incarnate!'  Ker  miftrefs,  who 
followed  her  with  great  -confternation,  infifted  •upon 
knowing  the  tranfasStion  to  which  the  reiponie  jillucled  ; 
and  Mj-s.  Abigail,  after  feme  recollection,  gave  her  to 
w.nderitand  that  flie  had  an  admirer,  who,  on  that  very- 
hour  and  day  mentioned  by  the  cunning  man,  had  ad- 
da-ellM  himfelf  to  her  in  a  fcrious  propoilil  of  marriage. 
This  explanation,  however,  was  more  ingenious  than 
candid  ;  for  the  admirer  was  no  other  than  the  identical 
Mr.  Pickle  himfelf,  who  was  a  mere  dragon  among 
the  chambermaids,  and  in  hi^  pi-evious  information 
co'.nmunicated  to  his  afl'jciate,  had  given  an  account 
of  this  aflignation,  with  which  he  had  been  favoured  by 
thedamfel  in  queftion. 

Our  hero  feeing  his  company  very  much  afftfted 
with  this  circumftance  of  the  wizard's  art,  which  had 
almofc  frighted  both  miftreis  and  maid  into  hyfterick 
fits,  pretended  to  lau^h  them  out  of  their  fears,  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  there  was  nothing  extraordinary  in  this 
inflance  of  his  knowledge,  v/hich  might  have  been  ac- 
quired by  fome  of  thoie  fecret  emilfaries  whom  fuch 
impoilors  are  obliged  to  employ  for  intelligence,  or  im- 
parte  1  by  the  lover  himfelf,  who  had  perhaps  come  to 
confult  him  about  the  fuccefs  of  his  amour.  Encour- 
aged by  this  obfervation,  or  rather  prompted  by  an  in- 
fatiable  curiofity,  which  v/as  pi'oof  againil  all  forts  of 
apprehenfion,  the  dlfguifed  lady  returned  to  the  magi- 
cian's own  apartment,  and  aifumlng  the  air  of  a  pert 
cham.bermaid — '  Mr.  Conjuror,'  laid  fhe,  '  now  you 
have  fatisfied  my  miftrefs,  will  you  be  fo  good  as  to  tell 
me,  if  ever  I  fliall  be  married  r'  The  foge,  without  tiie 
leaft  hefitation,  favoured  her  with  an  aniv/.r  in  the  tol- 
lowing  words.  *  You  cannot  be  married  before  you 
are  a  widow  5  and  whether  or  not  that  will  ever  be  the 
cai'e,  is  a  queftion  which  my  art  cannot  reiblve,  be- 
caufe  my  foreknowledge  exceeds  not  the  term  ot  thirty 
years.' 

This  reply,  tvliich  at  once  cut  her  off  from  the  plea- 
fu}.g  profpe6l  of  feeing  herfelf  independent  in  the  enjoyr 

ment 
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iner.t  of  youth  and  fortune,  in  a  mcment  clouucd  her 
alptcl ;  all  her  good-humcur  was  ovcrcaft,  and  flie 
went  away,  v.  ithoutfartiier  enquiry,  muttering,  m  the 
ro.ncour  of  her  chagnn,  th.it  he  was  aillly  impertinent 
fellow,  and  a  mere  quack  ui  his  profelhon.  Notwith- 
flonding  the  prejudice  of  this  refcntraent,  her  convic- 
tion focn  recuned  ;  and  when  the  repcri:  of  his  anfwers 
was  nude  to  tholl*  confederates  by  whom  flie  had  been 
deputed  to  make  trial  of  his  (kill,  they  were  univerfally 
periuaded  that  his  art  was  altogether  fupernatural, 
though  each  afFe6led  to  treat  it  witli  contempt,  reiclv- 
ing,  In  her  own  breaft,  to  have  recouvfe  to  him  in 
private. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  maid,  though  laid  wider  the 
molt  peremptory  injunftions  of  fecreiy,  was  fo  full  of 
tlie  circumftance  which  related  to  her  cvn  ccrducf, 
that  fhe  extolled  liis  prefcience.  In  whifpers  to  all  her 
acquaintance,  affuring  them,  that  he  had  told  her  all 
the  particulars  cf  her  life ;  fo  t]iat  his  fame  v.as  almoft 
inftantaneoufl'.'  conveyed  thrcu.gn  a  thoufanl  ditrerent 
channels,  to  all  parts  cf  the  town ;  and  the  veiy  next 
time  he  affumed  the  ch.air,  his  doors  v/ere  beilegcd  by 
cvu-icus  people  cf  all  feels  and  denominations. 

Being  an  eld  practiLlcner  in  this  art,  Cadwallader 
knew  it  would  be  impcfuhle  for  him  to  I'upport  his  re- 
putation in  the  prcmii'cuous  exercife  cf  fortune- teilhig, 
becaufe  eveiy  perfon  that  fhould  come  to  corifult  him 
would  expedt  a  fample  of  his  ikill,  relating  to  things 
paft }  and  it  could  not  be  fuppcfed  that  he  was  ac- 
quaints d  with  the  private  ccncejTiS  of  every  individual 
who  miight  applv  to  him  for  that  pmpole :  he  therefore 
ordered  his  minifte:-,  whcin  he  diftinguiflied  by  the 
nam-  of  Hadgl  Rourk,  to  fgnify  to  all  thofe  who  de- 
m^anced  ent^rance,  that  his  pi'ice  wrs  half  a- guinea  ;  and 
that  all  fcch  as  were  }iot  ditpoled  to  gratify  him  v/ith 
that  confrle'-ation,  would  do  well  to  leave  the  paiiage 
free  fr'r  the  re!t. 

This  declaration  fucceeded  to  his  wlfhj  for  this  con- 
g;-egatioii  gonfitted  chitfiy  cf  f&otnicn,  chavnbermaids^ 

apprentices^ 
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apprentices,  and  the  lower  clals  of  tradefmen,  who 
could  not  aitord  to  purchale  prelcic-nce  at  fiich  a  price  j 
fb  that,  after  fruitleis  offers  of  fliillins^sand  hrtlf  crowns, 
tliey  dropped  off  one  by  one,  and  kft  the  field  open  for 
cufcomers  of  an  higher  rank. 

The  firft  perfcn  of  this  fpecies  who  appeared  was 
dreffcrd  like  the  wife  of  a  llibftantial  tradefman  ;  but  this 
difgruile  could  not  fcreen  her  from  the  penetration  of  the 
conjuror;  who  at  hrit:  iight  knew  her  to  be  one  of  the 
ladies  oi-  whole  coming  he  had  been  apprized  by  Pere- 
grine, on  the  fuppoiition  that  their  curiofity  was  ra- 
ther inflamed  than  allayed  by  the  intelligence  they  had 
received  from  his  firft  client.  This  lady  approached 
the  philofbpher  with  that  intrepidity  of  countenance  fo 
confpicuous  in  matrons  of  her  dignified  fpliere,  and  in 
^  fort  voice,  aiked  with  a  fimper,  ef  what  complexion 
her  next  child  would  be  ?  The  necromancer,  who  was 
perfe6lly  v/eil  acquainted  with  her  private  hiftory,  forth- 
with delivered  his  reiponie  in  the  follov/ing  qneftion, 
written  in  the  ufual  form — '  How  long  has  Pompey  the 
black  been  difm.iffed  from  your  lad vfliip's  fervice  ?' 

Endued  as  fhe  was  with  a  gieat  fnareof  that  fortitude 
which  is  dirtingui!hed  bv  the  appellation  of  effrontery, 
her  face  exhibited  Ibme  figns  of  fhame  and  confufion  at 
the  receipt  of  this  oracular  interrogation,  by  which 
il-ie  was  convinced  of  his  extraordinary  intelligence  j  and 
accoiting  him  in  -a  very  ferious  tone — *  Do6lor,'  faid. 
ihe,  '  I  perceive  you  are  a  perfon  of  great  abilities  in 
the  art  you  profefs  ;  and  therefore,  without  pretending 
to  diflemble,  I  will  own  you  have  touched  the  tiaie 
firing  of  my  apprehenfions.  I  am  pertua.ded  I  need  not 
be  more  particular  in  mv  enquiries.  Here  is  a  purfe  of 
money;  take  it,  and-  deliver  me  from  a  molt  alarming 
and  uneaff  fufpenfe.'  So  faying,  flie  depofited  her  of- 
fering upon  the  table,  and  waited  for  his  anfwer  with  a 
face  of  tearful  expe6latio}i,  while  he  was  employed  in 
writing  t!^  fentence  for  her  perufal — '  Though  I  fee 
into  tlie  v^^mbof  time,  the  profpe6l  is  not  perfcftly  dif- 
tinct  j  the  feeds  of  future  events  lie  mingled  and  con- 

fufcd : 


PEREGRINE    PICKLE.  20J 

fufed  :  To  that  I  am  ui-vJcr  the  necellity  of  aiTilling  my 
divination  in  icnrie  caics,  by  analogy  and  ivuman  nitel- 
ligcncej  and  cannot  polnblyiatisfy  your  preknt  doubts, 
unlcis  you  will  condelccnd  to  make  me  pr.vy  to  a'l  rhoic 
cccurrences  which  you  think  might  have  UiCcifcicd  witii 
tlitcauif  ot  your  appreheniion.'' 

The  lady  having  read  the  declaration,  afFecled  a 
ihiail  emotion  ot"  ihynels  and  repugirfence,  and  ieatin^ 
herleif  xipon  a  iettee,  after  having  cautioully  informed 
herftlfoi  the  privacy  of  the  apartment,  gave  fuch  a  de- 
tail of  thcfuccefUon  of  her  lovers,  as  amazed  while  it 
entertained  the  necrom.ancer,  as  well  as  his  friend 
Plckie,  who  from  a  clolet,  In  which  he  had  concealed 
himfclf,  over-heard  every  lyllable  of  her  contdlion. 
Cadwailader  liftcfied  to  her  ftoiy  with  a  look  of  ir.iinite 
importance  and  fagacityj  and  after  a  fliort  paiilb  told 
her,  that  he  would  not  pretend  to  give  a  categorical  an- 
fwer,  until  he  fhould  have  deliberated  maturely  upon 
the  various  circumftances  of  the  affair  j  but  if  ihe  would 
take  the  troT^ole  of  honouring  him  with  another  vifit  oa 
his  next  pubiick  day,  he  hoped  he  fliouid  be  able  to  give 
her' full  latisfaftion.  Conicious  of  the.  importance  of 
her  doubts,  fhe  could  not  help  coraniending  his  caution, 
and- took  her  kave,  with  a  promile  of  retxu-ning  at  the 
appointed  time  :  theli  the  conjuror  being  joined  bv  his 
allbciate,  thty  gavealoole  to  their  m.irth,  which  having 
indulged,  they  began  to  concert  meaiiires  for  infiicling 
fome  difgraceful  puniflmient  on  the  fhameiel's  and  infa- 
tiate  termagant  v.^hohad  ib  impudently  avov/ed  her  ov,-n 
proiLitution. 

They  were  inteniipted,  hovv-ever,  in  their  confer- 
tnce,  by  the  arrival  of  a  new  guell,  who  being  an- 
nounced by  Kadgi>  our  hero  retreated  to  liis  lurking 
place,  and  Cadwailader  refumed  his  myfterioxis  ap- 
pearance. This  new  client,  though  flie  l:id  her  face  in 
amaik,  could  not  conceal  herfclf  from  the  knowledge 
©f  the  conjuror,  who  by  her  voice  recognized  her  to  be , 
an  unmarried  lady  of  his  own  acquaintance.  She  had, 
witliin  a  imali  compafs  of  time,  mads  hijrieif  remark- 
able 
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Sble  for  two  aJvsntures,  which  hid  not  at  all  fucceea- 
edtoher  expe6lation  :  being  very  muchaddiiled  to  play, 
iliehad,  at  a  certain  rout,  indulged  that  palllon  to  luch 
excels,  as  not  only  got  the  bettei-  ot  her  julUce,  but  al- 
io of  her  circumlpeftion  5  fo  that  Hie  was  unfortunately 
cietet^ed  In  her  endeavours  to  appropriate  to  herlelf 
what  was  not  lawfully  her  due.  This  fmall  flip  was 
attended  with  another  indifcretion,  which  had  likewil'e 
an  unlucky  eife6l  upon  her  reputation.  She  had  been 
favoured  with  the  addrefTes  of  one  of  thofe  hopeful  heirs, 
who  fwarin  and  fvvagger  about  town  under  the  deiio- 
mination  of  Bucks  ;  and  in  the  confidence  of  his  honour 
confented  to  be  one  oizpariie  that  made  an  excurfion  as 
far  as  Windfor,  thinking  herfelf  fee u red  from  fcandal 
bv  the  company  of  another  young  lady,  who  had  alio 
condefcended  to  trutl:  her  perfon  to  the  proteft ion  of  her 
admirer.  The  two  gallants,  in  the  couiie  of  this  ex- 
pedition, were  faid  to  ufe  the  moil  perfidious  means  to 
intoxicate  the  pilTions  of  their  millreffes,  by  mixing 
drugs  with  their  wine,  which  inflamed  their  conilitu- 
tions  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  fell  an  eafy  facrifice  to 
the  appetites  of  their  condu61ors,  who,  upon  their  re- 
turn to  town,  vvere  fo  bafe  and  inhuman  as  to  boall 
among  their  companions  ot  the  exploit  they  had  at- 
chieved.  Tims  the  ftory  was  circulated,  with  a  thou- 
fand  additional  circumitances,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
luiferers,  one  of  v/hom  had  thought  proper  to  withdraw 
into  the  country,  until  the  fcandal  raiied  at  her  expcnce 
flrould  fubfide ;  while  the  other,  Vv^ho  was  not  fo  callly 
put  out  of  coimtenarice,  refolved  to  o\it-face  the  report, 
as  a  treacherous  afperfion,  Invented  by  her  lover  as  an 
excufe  for  his  own  inconftancy  5  and  aftually  appeared 
in  publick,  as  ufual,  till  fl;e  found  herfelf  neglecfed  by 
the  greateli  part  of  her  acquaintance. 

In  confcquence  of  this  difgrace,  which  flie  knevi'  not 

whether  to  Impute  to  the  card  affair,  or  to  the  lali:/^«;^- 

^  ^as  fhe   had  committed,  (lie  now  came  to  coniult  the 

nonjuror,  and  fignified  her  errand,  by  alking  whether 

the  caufc  of  her  prefent  difquiet  was  of  the  town  or  the 

countrv. 
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coutitr)'-.  Cadwalladtr  at  once  perceiving  her  alhilion, 
aniwered  her  qucftion  in  tiieie  teruiS — '  This  honelt 
world  will  forgive  a  young  gameller  for  indii'crction  at 
phy,  but  a  favour  granted  to  a  babbling  coxcomb  is 
au.  unparJcnable  offence.'  This  refpouie  fhe  received 
with  equal  iillonifhirent  and  chagrin  -.  and,  fuiiy  con- 
vinced of  the  necromancer's  oraniicience,  implored  his 
-dvice  touchmg  the  retrieval  of  her  reputation  :  upon 
which  he  counlelled  her  to  wed  with  the  firft  opportu- 
nity .  She  {'eemed  lb  well  pleaied  with  his  admonition, 
that  file  gi-atified  him  with  a  double  fee,  and  droppiiiga 
low  curtfey,  retired. 

Oiu-  undertakers  now  llicugi-'t  it  high  time  to  illence 
the  oracle  for  the  day ;  and  Hadgi  was  accordinglv  o-  - 
dered  to  exciwJe  all  com-rs,  while  Peregrine  and  his 
niend  renewed  the  deliberations  which  had  been  inter- 
rupted, and  fettled  a  plan  of  operations  for  the  next  oc- 
cailon;  meanwhile  it  was  refolved,  that  Kadgi  ihould 
not  only  exe.  cife  his  own  talents,  but  alfb  employ  in- 
ferior agents,  in  procuring  general  intelligence  for  the 
fupport  of  their  iciiemes  j  tlia.t  the  expence  of  tins  nii- 
niifry  flioukl  be  defrayed  from  the  profits  of  their  pro- 
fvtTions.  and  the  remainder  be  diliribu ted  to  poor  fami- 
lies in  diitrels. 

CHAP.  XT. 
Feregrine  end  bis  Friend  Cc.d-v-jallr.drr  fraeeed in  the  ex- 
era  fe  of  the  Myjierj  of  Fcrtuue-Teiling,  in  the  Coiirjt 
cf-vhich  they  atchie-ve  --various  Adventures. 
fT^KESE  preliminaries  being  adjufted,  our  hero  fcrth- 
-*•  with  repaired  to  a  cai'd  aiiembly,  which  was  fre- 
quented by  fome  of  the  moii  notable  goflips  in  town, 
and  h.aving  ;utt\illy  turned  the  converfaticn  upon  the 
iabjccl:  CI  the  fortime-tellcr,  whole  talents  he  pretend- 
ed to  ridicule,  incenied  their  itch  of  knowing  lecrets 
to  fuch  a  degree  of  impatience,  that  their  curiofity  be- 
came flagrant,  and  he  took  it  for  granted,  that  all  or 
ibme  of  them  would  vifit  Albumazar  on  his  veiy  iiril 
^iiiting-day.  Wiiile  Peregrine  was  thus  engaged,  this 
uilbclate  m.ade  his  appearance  in  another  convccatioa 
Vol.  III.  S  or 
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®ft?.{liionable  people,  whtre  he  icon  h:id  the  pleaiure  of 
hcarbig  the  conjuror  brought  upon  the  caipet  by  a 
elderly  gentlewoman,  remarkabk  for  her  inqiiiiitive 
difpoiition,  who  addreffing  herieir  to  Cadwailader, 
afktd,  by  the  help  or'  the  hnger-alphabet,  if  he  knew 
any  thuigcfthe  magician  that  made  iuchanoile  in 
town.  .  I'hc  miianchrope  anlwered  as  vdual,  in  a  lurly 
tone — <  Ey  your  queilion,  you  rnuft  either  take  me  for 
a  pimpor  an  idiot.  VVlmt,  in  the  name  of  nonfenfe, 
fliuuld  1  know  of  fuch  a  rafcal,  unlefs  I  were  to  court 
liib-^  acquaintance  with  a  view  to  feaft  my  own  Ipleen, 
in  feeing  him  fool  the  whole  nation  out  of  their  money ! 
Though,  I  {lippofe,  his  chief  profits  arile  from  iiis 
piaaice,  in  quality  of  pander.  AH  fortune- tellei-s  are 
bawds,  and  for  thatj-eafon  are  fo  much  followed  by 
I  people  of  falliion.  1  his  fellow,  I  warrant,  has  got 
iundry  convenient  apartments  ior  the  benefit  of  pro- 
creation 5  for  it  is  not  to  be  fuppoled  that  thofe  who  vi- 
lit  him  on  the  pretence  of  conluiting  his  fiipernaturai 
art,  can  be  fuch  fools,  luch  dhvcilers,  as  to  believe 
that  he  can  actually  prognolficate  future  events.' 

The  company,  according  to  his  expeclaticn,  imput- 
ed his  remarks  to  the  rancour  of  his  difpofition,  \vhick 
could  not  bear  to  think  that  any  ptrfon  upon  earth  was 
wijer  than  himfelf ;  and  his  ears  were  regaled  with  a 
thoufand  initances  of  the  conjuror's  woiuicrful  pre- 
fcience,  for  which  he  v/as  altogether  indebted  to  nclion. 
Some  of  thefe  Ipecimens  being  communicated  to  him 
by  way  of  appeal  to  his  opinion-^-'  They  are/  faid  lie, 
*  mere  phantoms  of  ignorance  and  credulity,  fwelled  up 
in  the  repetition,  likevholeunfubifantlai  bubbles  whicj* 
-the  boys  blow  up  in  foap-ibds  with  a  tobacco-pipe. 
And  this  vv^ill  ever  be  the  cafe  in  the  propasaticn  oral! 
extraordinary  intelligence:  the  imaginadon  natiu-allV 
magnifies  every  obje6f  that  falls  under  it's  cognizance^ 
cfpecially  thoicthat  concern  thepafiions  of  fear  aaid  ad- 
miration ;  and  when  the  occurrence  conies  to  be  it^ 
hearfed,  the  vanity  of  the  relater  exaggerates  every  cir~ 
cujiiifauce,  in  odei'  to  enhance  th/'unportance  of  iht 

commu- 
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corrsnvjn! cation.  Thus  an  incident  which  is  but  bare- 
ly liTiconimon,  often  gains  iuch  accefiion  in  it's  pro- 
grels  tm-ough  the  fancies  and  mouths  of  thofe  who  re- 
prefent  It,  th:t  the  original  faft  cannot  pofubly  be  dil- 
tinguiiiied.  This  obfervation  might  be  proved  and 
ilhulrated  by  a  thou  {and  undeniable  examples,  ov.tof 
which  I  ihali  only  feleft  one  inftance,  for  the  entertain- 
nient  and  edification  of  the  company.  A  very  hcneft 
gentleman,  remarkable  for  the  gravity  of  his  deport- 
ment, was  one  day  in  a  certain  corfee-hovife  accoiiedby 
one  of  his  particular  friends;  who,  taking  him  by  the 
hmd,  expreff-d  rmcon-imon  fatisf action  in  feeing  him 
abroad,  and  in  good  health,  after  the  dangerous  and 
poitentous  malacly  he  had  undergone.  Surprized  at 
this  falutaticn,  the  gentfeman  replied,  it  v/as  trje  he 
had  been  a  little  out  cf  oider  over  night,  but  there  was 
nodiing  at  all  extraordinary  in  his  indifpofition. — ''  Je- 
fu,  not  extraordinai-y!"  cried  the  other,  '*  when  you 
vcmited  three  black  crows  !"  This  ilrange  exclama- 
tion the  grave  gentleman  at  firft  mifrook  for  raillerj-, 
though  his  friend  was  no  joker;  but  perceiving  in  hira 
all  the  marks  of  f.nceiitv  andaftoniflnnent,  he  fuddenly 
changed  his  opinion,  and  after  a  fliort  reverie,  taking 
him  afiue,  exprelied  hmifelf  in  thefe  words :  "Sir,  it 
is  not  unknown  to  you  that  I  am  at  prefent  engaged  in 
a  treaty  of  marriage,  v/hich  would  have  been  fettled 
long  ago,  had  it  not  been  retarded  by  the  repeated  n-:a- 
chinations  of  a  certain  perion  vv'ho  profelfed  himfelr  m.y 
rival.  Now  I  am  fully  perdiaded  that  this  affair  of  the 
three  crows  is  a  ftory  of  liis  invention,  calculated  to 
prejudice  me  in  the  opinion  of  thelady,  v/ho,  to  be  fure, 
would  not  chufe  to  many  a  m.an  who  has  a  rookers'  in 
his  bowels  ;  and  therefore  I  mud  in'nft  upon  kr»owing 
your  author  of  this  fcandalous  report,  that  I  may  be 
able  to  vindicate  my  charafter  from  the  malicious  af- 
pernon."  His  friend,  v/ho  thought  the  demand  was 
very  reafonable,  told  him  without  hefication,  that  he 
was  made  acouainted  with  the  circumllance  ot  his  dif- 
ttm.per  by  Ivir.  Such-a-ore,  their  common  acqur.in- 
S  2  tance; 
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taiice:  upon  which  the  peiibn  who  conceived  himfelf 
iniurcd,  went  immediately  in  quell  of  his  fiip^xircd  de- 
fanier,  and  having  found  him — '•  Pray,  Sii'/''  faid  he, 
v/ith  a  peremptoiy  tone,  '*  who  told  you  that  I  vomit- 
ed three  black  crows?" — '*  Three!"  aniVvered  the 
gentleman,  **  I  mentioned  two  only." — ''  Zonnds, 
Siri"  cried  the  other,  incenfed  at  his  indifference. 
**  you  will  find  the  two  too  many,  if  you  ref\ile  to  dif- 
cover  the  villainous  Iburce  of  ivich  calumny."  The 
gentleman,  lurprized  at  his  heat,  laid  he  was  forryto 
iind  he  had  been  tlie  accidental  in'irument  of  giving  liim 
otfeace,  but  tranflated  tlie  blame  (if  aJiy  there  was) 
from  himfelf  to  a  third  perfon,  to  vvhofe  infoimation 
he  owed  his  knowledge  of  the  report.  The  plaintiff, 
according  to  the  direction  he  received,  repaired  to  the 
houfe  of  the  accufed  ;  and  his  indignation  being  inflam- 
ed at  findmg  thcltory  had  already  circulated  among  his 
acquaintance,  he  told  him,  with  evident  marks  of  dif- 
pleal'ure,  that  he  was  come  to  pluck  the  feme  brace  of 
crov/s  which  he  faid  he  had  vlifgorga!.  The  defendant 
feeing  him  v-._ry  '.ri-zh  irritated,  pofitively  denied  that 
he  had  mentioned  a  brace:  "  One,  indeed,"  faid  he, 
*'  I  o'xii  I  took  i'C*:c-.  of,  upon  the  authority  of  yoair 
ov.-nphyucir.n,  wiic  gave  me  r-n  -account  of  it  this  morn- 
ing.'"— '•'  By  the  Lord  1"  cried  the  fufferer  Liiarage, 
whic;:  he  cculd  no  l:nger  contain,  "  that  ralcal  has 
be-n  il-borned  by  my  rival  to  flander  miy  chara^ler  in 
taii  inanner;  but  IMi  be  rev .nged.  If  there  be  either 
law  or  equity  in  England !"  He  had  fcarce  pronoimoed 
thefe  u'ords,  when  the  do£lor  happened  to  enter  the 
room :  when  his  exafperated  patient  lifting  up  his  cane 
^r— «'  Sirrah,"  laid  he,  "  if  I  live,  I'll  make  that  black 
crow  the  blackefl  circumtlance  of  thy  whole  life  and 
jconverfation  r"  The  phyfielan,  conrbunded  at  this  ad- 
drefs,  aiTured  him  that  he  was  utterly  Ignorant  of  his 
meaning :  and  when  tlie  other  gentleman  explained  It, 
fibfolutely  denied  the  charge,  affirming  he  had  laid  no 
)Tioi-e  than  that  he  had  vomited  a  quantity  of  fomething 
SS  black  as  a  crow.     The  landlord  of  the  houfe  ac* 
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^nowledgrcd  tlitit  he  might  have  bec;n  irilftakcn  j  zrA 
thus  the  wliole  myiievy  was  expliined-.' 

Th^;  company  IcemecJ  to  reiilh  the  {Iciy  of  the  three 
biack  crows,  which  they  conridv.'red  as  an  improTr.ptvi 
of  Cadwallader's  own  invention ;  but,  frrrntina;  it  to 
be  tnie,  th^y  lin-.ni.irtoiiflv  declared  tliat  it  could  have 
no  weight  in  hwcJ^dritiiig  the  tettimony  of  divers  per- 
fons  of  honour,  who  had  been  witnellos  of  the  magi- 
cian's fupernatura]  fKill :  On  the  next  day  of  coniuka- 
tion,  the  necromancer  beaig  in  the  chiiir,  and  his  friend 
behhid  the  curtain,  the  outward  door  was  fcarce  open, 
when  a  female  vifuarit  flounced  in,  and  dlieoYered.  to 
the  magician  the  features  of  one  of  thofc  inquilitive 
ladies,  whofe  curiofity  he  knew  his  confederate  had 
aroused  in  the  manner  above  defcribtxl.  She  addrelled 
heneli  to  him  with  a  familiar  air,  obferving,  that  fiie 
had  heard  much  of  his  great  kncv.iedg.^,  and  vv-as  come 
to  be  a  vv-ltnjfs  of  his  art,  which  flie  deiired  him  to  dif-r 
pla\-,  iu  declaring  what  he  knew  to  be  her  ruling 
paiiion. 

Cadwailader,  who  was  no  if  ranger  to  her  difpofition, 
afiumed  the  pen  without  heiitation,  and  furnilhed  her 
with  an  anfwer,  Importing,  that  the  love  of  money  pre- 
dominated, and  fcanJal  poflelTed  the  next  place  in  her- 
heart.  Far  from  being  offended  at  his  freedom,  Ihe 
commended  his  franknefs  with  a  fmile  ;  and,  fatisfied 
of  his  \incommon  talents,'  exprefied  a  defire  of  being 
better  ac>uiainted  with  his  perion ;  nay,  ihe  began  to 
catechife  him  upon  the  private  hillory  of  divers  great 
fa.  ^lies,  in  v/hich  he  happened  to  be  well  verfed  ;  and 
he,  in  a  myllerious  manner,  dropped  fuch  artfiil  hints 
of  his  knowledge,  that  flie  was  amazed  at  his  capacity, 
and  a6lually  afked  if  his  art  was  communicable.  The 
conjuror  replied  in  the  ainrmative ;  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  gave  her  to  underhand,  that  it  was  attainable  by 
tliofe  only  who  were  pure  and  undefiled  in  pohit  of 
chaftit}- and  honour;  or  fuch  as,  bv  a  long  courfe  of 
penitence,  had  weaned  themfelves  from  all  attachments 
to  the  flefh.  She  not  only  difapprcved,  but  fcemed  to 
S  3  doiibt 
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doubt  the  truth  of  this  affertion  ;  tellhig  him,  with  a 
look  of  difdain,  thnt  his  art  was  not  worth  having,  it 
one  could  not  ufe  it  for  the  benefit  of  one's  pleafure: 
fhe  had  even  penetration  enough  to  take  notice  of  an  in- 
confiilency  in  what  he  had  advanced ;  and  afked,  v^hy 
he  ijimfelf  exercifed  his  knowledge  for  hire,  if  he  was 
To  much  detached  from  all  worldly  concerns.  "Come, 
come,  doftor,'  added  flie,  *  you  are  in  the  right  to  be 
cautious  againfl:  impertinent  curiofityj  but,  perhaps, 
I  may  make  it  worth  your  v/hile  to  be  communicative." 
Thefe  overtures  were  intentipted  by  a  rap  at  the 
door,  fignifying  the  approach  of  another  client;  upon 
which  the  lady  enquired  for  his  private  paflage,  through 
which  fhe  might  retire,  vv^itho-ut  the  rifk  of  being  feenj 
when  fne  \mderlfood  he  was  deiicient  in  that  conveni- 
ence, flie  withdrew  into  an  empty  room,  adjoining  to 
the  audience  chamber,  in  order  to  conceal  herfelf  from 
the  obfervation  of  the  new  comer.  This  was  no  other 
than  the  inamorata,  v/ho  came  by  appointment  to  re- 
ceive the  folution  of  her  doubts  ;  and  the  mdlanthrope., 
glad  of  an  opportunity  to  expofe  her  to  the  cenfure  of 
fuch  an  indefatigable  minifter  of  fame  as  the  perfon,  who 
(he  knew)  would  liften  from  the  next  apartment,  laid 
her  under  the  necelTity  of  refreiliing  his  remembrance 
with  a  recapitulation  of  her  former  confefHon,  which 
was  almoft  finiflied,  when  fhe  was  alarmed  by  anoife  at 
the  door,  cccafioned  by  two  gentlemen,  who  attempted 
to  enter  by  force. 

Terrified  at  this  uproar,  which  difconcertedthe  ma- 
gician himfelf,  file  ran  for  fiielter  into  the  place  which 
was  pre-occupied  by  the  other  lady,  who  hearing  this 
difturbance,  had  clofed  the  windov.--fhutters,  that  fhe 
might  have  the  better  chance  of  remaining  unknov/n. 
Here  they  enfccnced  themfelves,  in  the  utmoil  confter- 
nation,  while  the  necromancer,  after  fome  recollection, 
Ordered  Hadgi  to  open  the  door,  and  admit  the  rioters, 
who  (he  hoped)  would  be  cver-awcd  by  the  authority 
of  his  appearance.  The  janitor  had  no  fooner  obeyed 
kh  intlruCtions,  than  inrullxcd  a  young  libertine,  who 

had 
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had  been  for  fome  time  on  the  town,  together  with  his 
tutor,  who  was  a  worn-out  deb?.uchee,  well  kro.vn  to 
the  magician.  They  were  both  in  that  degree  of  in- 
toxication necefTary  to  prepare  iuch  diipoiitlons  for 
what  they  commonly  call  frolicks,  and  the  ibber  part 
G^  mankind  feel  to  be  extravagant  outrages  againft  the 
laws  of  their  countiy,  and  the  peace  of  their  fellow- 
fub:e6l3.  Having  Itsggered  up  to  the  table,  the  fenlor, 
who  undertook  to  be  Ipak  fman,  faluted  C  ^dvvallader 
with — '  H3w  do'ft  do,  old  Capricorn  ?  Thou  feem'il 
to  be  a  moil:  venerable  pimp,  and,  I  doubt  not,  haft 
abundance  of  difcretion.  Here  is  this  young  whore- 
mafter  (a  true  chip  of  the  old  venerable  block  his  father) 
and  myfelf,  come  for  a  comfortable  caft  of  thy  function. 
I  don't  mean  that  (tale  pretence  of  conjuring  :  damn  fu- 
turity! letus  live  for  the  prefent,  old  Haly.  Conjure 
me  up  a  couple  of  hale  wenches,  and,  I  waiTant,  we 
fiiall  get  into  the  magick  circle  in  a  twinkling.  What 
iays  GaJiko  ?  What  fays  the  reverend  Brahe  ?  Here  is 
a  purfe,you  pimp :  hark,  how  it  chinks'.  This  is  fweetcr 
than  the  m.uf.ck  of  the  fpheres,' 

Our  necrcmancf  r,  perplexed  at  this  rencounter,  made 
no  reply  ;  but  taking  up  his  wand,  waved  it  round  his- 
Iiead  in  a  verv  mviierious  motion,  with  a  view  of  in- 
timidating thefe  foi-ward  vifitants,  who,  far  tram  be- 
ing awed  by  this  fcrt  of  evolution,  became  more  and 
mere  obltreperous,  and  even  th^  eatened  to  pull  him  by 
the  beard  if  he  would  not  immedlateH-  comply  with 
their  delire.  Hid  he  called  his  alfociate,  or  even  Had- 
gi,  to  his  aid,  he  knew  he  could  have  fcon  calmed  their 
turbulence;  but,  being  umviUing  to  nm  the  rifk  of  a 
difcovery,  or  even  of  a  riot,  he  bethought  himfclf  of 
chaif  iling  their  infolence  in  another  manner,  that  would 
be  lefs  hazardous,  and  rather  more  etfeclual.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  fuggeftion,  he  pointed  his  wand  to- 
wards the  door  of  the  apartment  In  which  the  ladies  had 
taken  fan6tuarv  ;  and  the  t-A-o  rakcs,  underflanding  the 
hint,  rulhed  in  without  hefitation. 

Tne  fcmaiiSj  landing  their  place  of  retreat  taken  by 
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sfiault,  ran  about  tlu  room  in  gr^rat  ccn{temation,:\nd' 
we;-e  iminedlatelv  taken  priibners  by  the  affnlants,  who 
pulling  them  towards  the  windows,  opened  the  fliut- 
ters  at  the  (ame  inftant  of  time,  whtn  (llrange  to  tell!) 
one  of  the  heroes  diicovered  in  the  prize  he  had  made, 
the  very  wire  oKhis  bofom  :  and  his  comp'*nion  perceiv- 
ed that  he  had  ilumbled  in  the  dark  iipon  his  own  mo- 
ther. Their  mutual  aftoniflnrient  v/as  unfp.akable  at 
thiseclairciffemenL,  which  produced  an  univerial  fdence 
for  the  fpace  of  i'everal  minutes.  During  this  paufe 
the  ladies  having  recollefled  themfeU^es,  an  expofLula- 
tion  was  begun  by  the  elder  of  the  two,  who  roundly 
took  her  fon  to  tailc  for  his  diforderly  life,  which  laid 
her  under  the  difagreeable  neceffity  of  watching  his  mo- 
tions, and  detecfing  nim  in  fuch  an  infamous  place. 

While  the  careful  rnocher  thus  exercifed  her  talent 
for  reprehenfion,  the  hopeful  young  gentleman,  with 
ah  hand  in  e?.ch  fob,  Rood  whirling  an  opera-tune,; 
without  leeming  to  pay  the  moft  profound  regard  to  his 
parentis  reproof:  and  the  other  lady,  in  imitation  of 
fuch  a  confummate  pattern,,  began  to  open  'upon  her 
hufband,  whom  fne  bitttrly  reproached  with  his  loofe- 
nefs  and  Intemperance,  demanding  to  know  v/hat  he 
had  to  alledge  in  alleviation  of  his  prefent  mifconducV. 
Thefurpri/e  occafioned  by  fuch  an  unexpe6!:ed  meeting- 
had  already  in  a  -great  mieafure  deftroyed  the  efFefts  ot 
the  wine  he  had  ib  plentifully  drank,  and  the  firil  ufe 
he  miadeof  his  recovered  fobriety,  was-  to  revolve  with- 
in him^felf  the  motives  that  could  podibiy  induce  hl^ 
wife  to  give  him  the  rendezvous  in  this  manner.  As 
lie  had  good  roafcn  to  believe  fhe  v/as  utterly  void  of' 
jealoufy,  he  naturally  placed  this  rer.contre  to  the  ac- 
count of  another  paffion ;  and  his  chagrin  was  not  at 
all  impaired,  by  tlie  effrontery  vi'Ith  which  flie  now' 
prefumed  to  reprimand  him.  He  liftened  to  her,  therer 
fore,  with  a  grave  or  rather  grim  afpe^l ;  and  to  the 
quefclon  Vv'ith  which  flie  concluded  her  rebuke,  anfwer- 
ed  with  great  comipofure — '  All  tliat  I  have  to  alletlge,. 
M^'^'-ni^  i^;  thut  the  bawd  has  commitcd  a  miftake,  i'4 
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ccnfcqTience  of  which  we  are  both  ciifappointed  :  and 
fc>  ladies,  yo-ar  hiiinbie  fervaiit.'  So  faying,  he  retired 
\i-ith  jr.anifeft  confiiiion  in  his  looks ;  and  as  he  palled 
tiirough  the  av.dienGe-charnber,  eyeing  the  conjuror 
ailcance,  pronounced  the  epithet  of  precious  rafcall 
rritii  great  emphafis.  3^  lean  while  the  junior,  like  a 
dutiful  child,  handed  his  mamma  to  her  chair;  and 
the  other  client,  after  having  reviled  the  necromancer, 
becaufe  he  could  not  forefee  tliis  event,  v/ent  av/ay  in 
a  ftate  of  mortification. 

The  coaft  being  clear,  Peregrine  came  forth  from 
his  f^^txi-,  and  congratulated  his  friend  uiwn  the  peace- 
able iiTue  of  the  adventure  which  he  had  overheard  i 
but,  that  he  miglit  not  be  expofed  to  fuch  inconve- 
nienxe  for  the  future,  Lhe)- refolved,  that  a  gi-ate  fhould 
be  fixed  in  the  middle  of  the  omward  doer,  through 
which  tlie  conjuror  himfelf  might  reconnoitre  all  the 
vilitants  before  their  admifficn  ;  fo  that,  to  thoie  v/hoie 
appearance  he  might  not  like,  Hadgi  fhould,  without 
opening,  give  notice  that  his  mafter  ^^^s  engaged .  By 
this  expedient,  too,  they  provided  againft  thole  difficul- 
ties which  Cadv/allader  muft  have  encountered,  in 
giving  fatisfairionto  ftrnngers  whom  he  did  not  know : 
for  the  original  intention  of  the  founders  was  to  eon- 
fine  the  praiilice  of  their  art  to  people  of  fafnion  only, 
nioft  of  whom  were  perfonally  known  to  the  counter- 
feit magician  and  his  coadjutors. 

Indeed  thefe  afibciates,  Cadv.-allader  in  particular, 
notwithftanding  his  boatied  infight  into  the  charaiter-i 
of  life,  never  imagined  that  his  pretended  fkili  would 
be  confulted  by  any  but  the  weaker  minded  of  the  fe- 
male fex,  incited  by  that  fpirit  of  cuiiofity  which  he 
knew  was  implanted  in  their  nature  :  but,  in  the  cotirle 
of  his  pra6\ice,  he  found  himfelf  cultivated  in  his  pi-e- 
tematuval  crijwcity  bv  people  of  all  fexes>  complexions, 
and  degrees  of  deputation,  and  had  occafion  to  obferve, 
that  when  the  palFions  are  concerned,  howfoever  cool, 
cauvious,  and  tleliberate,  the  difpofitlnn  may  othen-vife 
fee,  tl^ere  is  nothing  fo  idle.  iTiVoious,  or  abiurd,  to 

which 
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which  they  will  not  apply  for  encGin-aeement  and  gra- 
tification. The  lalt  occurrence,  according  to  the  hopes 
and  expe6lation  of  the  confederrites,  v/as  whifpered 
about  by  the  ladies  concerned,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  who'.e  affair  was,  in  a  few  days,  the  nniverfal 
topick  of  difcourfe,  In  which  it  was  retailed  with  niim- 
berleis  embelhfhmcnts,  invented  by  the  parties  them- 
felves,  who  had  long  indulged  a  piqvte  at  each  other, 
and  took  this  opportunity  of  enjoying  their  revenge. 

Thefe  incidents,  while  they  regaled  their  fpleen,  at 
the  fame  time  augmented  the  renown  of  the  conjuror, 
who  was  defcrlbed  on  both  ficles  as  a  very  extraor- 
dinary perfon  in  his  way  5  am!  the  alteration  in  his  door 
v/as  no  Iboner  perform.ed,  than  he  had  occahon  to  avail 
hinifelf  of  it,  sgninft  the  intrufion  of  a  great  many, 
v/ith  v/hom  he  v.^oidd  have  foiuid  it  verv  dlflicult  to 
fupport  the  fame  he  had  acquired. 

Among  thofe  who  appeared  at  his  g'/ate,  he  perceiv- 
ed a  certain  clergyman,  whom  he  had  long  known  an 
humble  attendant  on  the  great,  and  with  feme  the  re- 
puted mlnlller  of  their  pleafures  :  this  Levite  had  dlf- 
guifed  himfelf  in  a  great  coat,  boots,  and  drefs  quite 
foreign  to  the  habit  worn  by  thofe  of  his  function  ;  and 
being  admitted,  attempted  to  impofe  hlmielf  as  a  coun- 
tiy  fquire  upon  the  con;uror,  who  calling  him  by  his 
name,  defired  him  to  fit  down.  This  reception  cor- 
reiponding  with  the  report  he  had  heard,  toucliing  our 
magician^ s  art,  the  do6tor  faid  he  would  lay  afule  all 
difrmuilation.  After  having  profefTed  an  implicit  be- 
lief, that  his  ftipernatural  knowledge  did  not  proceed 
from  any  commAinication  with  evil  fpirlts,  but  was  the 
immediate  gift  of  Heaven,  he  declared  the  intention  of 
his  coming  was  to  enquire  into  the  healrh  of  a  good 
friend  and  brother  of  his,  who  poflcfied  a  certain  living 
in  the  country,  which  he  namied;  and,  as  he  was  old 
and  infirm,  to  know  v.'hat  fpace  of  time  vv-as  allotted  tQ 
him  in  this  frail  ftste  of  movtality,  that  he  might  have 
the  inelanchoiy  fatisfaftion  of  attending  him  in  his  lali: 
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moments,  and  aHiftuig  him  in  his  preparation  for  eter- 
nity. 

The  conjuror,  who  at  once  perceived  the  purport  of 
this  qncftion,  after  a  fckmn  paufe,  during  which  he 
feemed  absorbed  in  ccn'^eiriplation,  delivered  this  re- 
fponfe  to  his  confulter :  *  Though  I  forefee  feme  oc- 
currences, I  do  not  pretend  to  be  omnifcient.  I  know 
not  to  what  age  that  clergyman's  life  will  extend  ;  but 
fo  far  I  can  penetrate  into  the  womb  of  time,  as  to  dif- 
cern,  that  the  incumbent  Vv-ill  fiirvive  his  intended  fiic- 
ceiTor.''  This  dreadful  ientcuce  in  a  mcm.ent  banlfhed 
the  blood  from  the  face  of  the  appaled  confulter,  who 
hearing  his  own  doom  pronounced,  began  to  trem.ble  in 
tvciy  joint ;  he  lifted  up  his  eyes  in  the  agony  of  fear, 
and  faying — '  The  will  of  God  be  done!'  witl-rdrew  in 
filerit  dtipondencc,  his  teeth  chattering  with  ten'or  and 
difmay. 

This  client  was  fucceeded  by  an  eld  man  about  the 
age  of  feventy-five,  vv-ho  l^eing  refclved  to  purchafe  a 
leaie,  def.rcd  to  be  determined  in  the  term  of  years  by 
the  necrom?j:cer  3  advice  ;  obferving,  vhat  as  he  had  no 
children  of  his  own  body,  and  had  no  regard  for  his 
heirs  at  law,  the  purchafe  v/ould  be  m?.de  with  a  view 
to  his  own  convenience  oidy  j  and  therefore,  confidering 
his  age,  he  himfelf  hefitated  in  the  period  of  the  leaie, 
betvv-eeu  thirty  and  tl-ireefcore  years. 

.  The  conjuror,  upon  due  deliberation,  advifed  him  to 
double  the  laft  fpecihed  term,  becaufe  he  diftingiiifhed 
in  his  features  ibmething  portending  extreme  old  age 
and  feccnd  childhood,  and  he  ought  to  provide  tor  tiiat 
ftate  of  incapacity,  which  otherwife  would  be  attended 
v/ith  iniinite  mlfeiy  and-afiiicticn.  The  fuperannuated 
wretch,  thunder- ilruck  with  this  predl6lion,  held  up 
his  hands,  and  in  the  firft  tranfporcs  of  his  apprehen- 
{•lon,  exclaimed — *  Lord  have  mercy  upon  me !  I  have 
not  wherewithal  to  purchafe  fuch  a  long  leafe,  and  I 
have  long  outlived  all  my  friends  5  what  then  muft  be- 
come of  me,  iinner  that  I  am,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
years  hence  T    Cadwallader,  (v/ao  enjoyed  his  teiTor) 

luider 
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tmder  pretence  of  alleviating  his  concern,  told  him  tirot 
what  he, had  prognoflicatcd  did  not  deprive  him  cf 
the  means  which  he  and  every  perfon  liad  in  their 
powerj  to  curtail  a  life  of  misfortune  j  and  the  oil 
gentleman  v/ent  away,  feemlngly  comforted  with  the 
afuirance,  that  it  would  always  be  in  his  power  to  em- 
ploy an  halter  for  his  ovv-n  delivei-ance. 

Soon  after  the  retreat  of  this  elder,  the  magician  xvzs 
vlilted  by  one  ef  thofe  worthies,  known  among  the 
Romans  by  the  appellation  of  Heredipetes,  wlio  had 
amafled  a  lai"ge  fortune  by  a  clofe  attention  to  the  in>- 
mediate  wants  and  weaknefs  of  ra.w  unexperienced 
heirs.  This  honourable  ufurer  had  fold  an  annuity 
upon  the  life  of  a  young  fpendthrifi,  being  thereto  in- 
t^.uced  by  the  affiirnation  of  his  phyfician,  who  had  af- 
fured  him  his  patient's  conftitution  v/as  fo  rotten,  that 
he  could  not  live  one  year  to  an  end  :  he  had,  never-, 
thelefs,  made  /hift  to  weather  eighteen  months,  and 
now  feemed  more  vigorous  and  healthy  than  he  had 
ever  been  known  j  for  \vi  was  fuppofed  to  have  nourlfh^ 
ed  an  hereditaiy  pox  from  his  cradle.  Alanned  at 
this  alteration,  the  feller  came  to  confult  Cadwallader 
not  only  abo\it  the  life  of  the  annuitant,  but  alfo  con- 
cerning the  ftate  of  his  health  at  the  time  of  his  pur- 
chahng  the  annuity,  purpofing  to  fue  the  phyfician  for 
falie  intelligence,  fhould  the  conjuror  dec!"aie  that  the 
young  man  was  found,  when  tlie  doftor  pronounced 
him  difeafed.  .  But  this  was  a  piece  of  fatisfaction  ha 
did  not  obtain  from  the  mifanthrope ;  who,  in  order  to 
punifli  his  fordid  difpofition,  gave  him  to  underftand, 
that  the  phyfician  had  told  him  the  truth,  and  nothing 
hut  the  truth;  and  that  the  young  gentleman  was  in  a 
fair  way  of  attaining  a  comfortable  old  age.  *  That 
is  to  fay,'  cried  the  client.  In  the  impatience  of  his  mor- 
tification at  this  anf.ver,  '  bating  acciderits ;  for,  thank 
God,  the  annuitant  does  not  lead  the  moft  regular  life; 
befrles,  I  am  credibly  inform^ed  he  is  cholerick  and 
rafh;  fo  that  he  may  be  concerned  in  a  duel:  then 
there  are  fuch  things  as  riots  in  the  Ib-e.-t,  in  which  a 

rake's 


vicious  horie,  overtaken  by  a  ccld,  endangered  by 
furfeit  J  but  what  I  place  my  chief  confidence  in,  is  i 
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nike"*s  flcull  may  be  cafually  cracked  j  he  may  be  over- 
turned in  a  coach,  overl'et  in  the  river,  thrown  from  a 

a 
an 
hearty  pox,  a  dillemper  which  hath  been  fatal  to  his 
tvhole  family.  Not  but  that  the  ifiiie  of  all  thefe 
things  is  uncertain  j  and  expedients  might  be  found 
which  would  more  effeilually  ani'wer  the  purpofe.  i 
know  they  have  arts  in  India,  by  which  a  man  can  fe- 
eure  his  own  intereft,  in  the  falutation  of  a  friendly" 
fhake  by  the  hand  ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  you  who 
have  lived  in  that  countrv'  are  mafter  of  the  fecret.  To 
be  lure,  if  you  was  inclined  to  commrmicate  fuch  a 
noflrum,  there  are  abundance  of  people  who  wo'aki  pur- 
chaie  it  at  a  veiy  high  price.' 

Cadwallader  underifocd  this  infinuatlon.  and  was 
tempted  to  amufe  him  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  tend 
to  his  difgrace  and  confuiTon;  but,  confidering  that 
the  caie  was  of  too  criminal  a  nature  to  be  tampered 
v/ith,  he  withftood  his  defire  of  punilhing  this  rapa- 
cious cormorant  any  other  way  than  by  telling  him,  he 
would  not  hnpait  the  fecret  for  his  vv'hole  fortane  te)i 
tlines  doubled  ;  fo  that  the  ufurer  retired,  veiy  much 
didatisfied  with  the  iffue  of  his  confultation. 

The  next  perfon  who  prefented  himfelf  at  this  altar 
cf  intelligence,  was  an  author,  who  recommended  him- 
felf to  a  gratis  advice,  by  obfeiving  that  a  prophet  and 
poet  were  kno\\m  by  the  fame  appellation  among  tlie 
ancients ;  and  that,  at  this  day,  both  the  one  and  the 
otlier  fpoke  by  infpiraticn.  The  conjuror  refufed  to 
own  this  afnnitr,  which,  he  faid,  iGi-merly  fubilfted^ 
becaufe  both  fpccies  of  the  Fatef  were  the  children  of 
fivSlion  J  but  as  he  himlelf  did  not  fall  under  that  pre- 
dicament, he  begged  leave  to  difown  all  connexion 
with  the  family  of  the  peets  ;  and  tlie  poor  authoi- 
would  have  been  difmili'^d  without  his  errand,  though 
he  offered  to  leave  an  ode  as  fecurity  for  the  magician's 
fee,  to  b;^  paid  from  the  profits  of  his  firft  third  night, 
had  not  Cadwalladers  curiofitv  nroniyted  him  to  know 
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the  iubje^l  of  this  gentleman's  enquiry.  Kj  therefore 
told  him,  that  in  confideration  of  his  genius,  he  would 
for  once  fatisfy  him  without  a  fee  j  and  dehred  him  to 
Ipecify  the  douhts  in  which  he  wiihed  to  be  refolved. 

The  fon  of  Parnafllis,  glad  of  this  condeicenrion,  for 
v/hich  he  thanked  the  necromancer,  gave  him  tounder- 
fl'andj  that  he  had  fome  time  before  prefented  a  play  in 
manuicript  to  a  certain  great  man,  at  the  head  of  tafte, 
wiio  had  not  only  read  and  approved  of  the  perfor- 
mance, but  alfo  undertaken  to  introduce  and  fupport  it 
on  the  ftage;  that  he  (tlie  author)  was  allured  by  this 
patron,  that  .the  play  was  already  (in  confequence  of 
his  recomraendation)  accepted  by  one  of  the  managers, 
who  had  faithfully  promised  to  bring  it  to  light ;  but 
that  when  he  v/aited  on  this  fame  manager,  to  know ' 
when  he  intended  to  put  his  produ6lion  in  rehearfal, 
the  man  declared  he  had  never  ieen  or  heard  of  the 
piece.  «  Now,  Mr.  Conjuror,'  faid  he,  '  I  want  to 
know  wiiether  or  not  m.y  play  has  been  prefented,  and 
if  I  have  any  fort  of  chance  of  feeing  it  a6led  this  vvin- 
ter." 

Cadwallader,  who  had,  in  his  younger  days,  fported 
pariong  the  theatrical  mules,  began  to  lofe  his  temper 
at  thifr  queftion,  which  recalled  the  remembrance  of  his 
ov/n  difappointments  ;  and  dilpatched  the  author  with 
an  abrupt  anfwer,  importing  that  the  affairs  of  the 
llage  were  altogether  without  the  fphere  of  his  divina- 
tion, being  entirely  regulated  by  the  demons  of  difli- 
mulatlon,  ignorance,  and  caprice. 

It  would  be  an  endlefs  tafk  to  recount  every  indi- 
vidual refponfe  which  our  magician  delivered  in  the 
courfe  of  his  conjuratioji.  He  was  coniulted  in  all 
cafes  of  law,  phyfick,  and  trade,  over  and  above  the 
ordinary  iubje61:s  of  marriage  and  fornication  j  his  ad- 
vice ajid  alTiliance  were  folicited  by  Iharpers,  who  de- 
fired  to  poflcfs  an  infallible  method  of  cheating  iinper- 
ceived ;  by  fortune-hunters,  who  wanted  to  make 
prize  of  widows  and  heircfles  j  by  debauchees,  who 
>vcre  difpoicd  to  lie  with,  other  men's  wives  ;  by  cox- 
combs, 
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ccmbs,  who  longed  fcr  the  death  of  tiieir  fathers  ;  bjr' 
wenches  with  child,  who  wifhed  themfclves  rid  of  their 
burdens  ;  by  merchants,  who  had  inibred  above  value, 
and  thirfted  after  the  news  of  a  wreck  5  by  imder- 
wrlters,  who  prayed  for  the  gift  of  prefcier.ce,  that  they 
might  ventTire  money  upon  iuch  fliip;  only  as  fhould 
perform  the  vo^-age  in  lafety;  by  jews,  who  wanted 
to  forefee  the  fluctuations  of  ftcck  ;  by  ufurers,  who 
advance  money  upon  nndecided  caufts ;  by  clients,  who 
were  dubious  of  the  honeily  of  their  council :  in  fhort, 
all  matters  of  uncertain  iffne  were  appealed  to  this 
tribunal ;  and,  in  point  of  calculation,  De  Mcivre  was 
utterly  neglected . 

CHAP.     XIT. 
The  Ccnjuror  and  his  AJfociate  execute  a  Plan  cf  Ven- 
geance aga'mfl  cert  cm  Inf.  dels  ivko  pretend  to  defpife 
■their  Art ;    and  Peregrine  atchie^ves  an  Ad~j culture 

^jjtlb  a  young  Kchleman. 
T>Y  thcie  means,  the  whole  variet\-  of  characlers  un- 
•^  difguifed,  pafled  as  it  were  in  review  before  the 
confederates,  who,  by  divers  irgenicus  contrivances, 
puniilied  the  mofi:  flagrant  cftenders  with  as  much  fe- 
verity  as  the  natui'e  of  their  plan  would  allow.  At 
length,  they  proitfted  a  fchtm.e  fcr  ch"liifmg  a  number 
of  their  own  acquaintance,  who  had  all  along  profefled 
the  utmcil:  contempt  for  the  tr.lent  of  this  conjuror, 
which  they  endervoured  to  ridicule  In  rdl  companies, 
where  his  flirpriilng  art  was  the  lubjecv  of  cniccurfe ; 
Kot  that  they  had  fenfe  and  difcernment  enough  to  per- 
ceive the  abfurdity  of  his  pretenfions,  but  aflecttd  a 
fing\darit}'  cf  cpinicn,  with  a  view  of  inlultlrg  the  in- 
ferior underftandirg  of  thofe  who  were  deceived  by 
fuch  an  idle  impcftor. 

Peregrine,  Indeed,  fcr  obvious  reafcns,  had.  always 
efpoufed  their  judgment  in  this  caff,  and  jcinecl  them 
In  reviling  the  publick  character  of  liis  friend  :  but  he 
knew  how  far  the  capacities  of  thofe  vlrtucfi  extended, 
and  had  frequently  caught  them  in  the  fact  ci  reccTint- 
ing  their  exploits  againfl  the  conjuror,  which  were  the 
T  z  prc-ducticns 
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produ61ions  of  their  cwn  invention  only.  On  thefe  con- 
iiderations,  his  wrath  was  kindled  againft  them,  and  he 
accordingly  ccncerced  meafores  with  his  coadjutor  for 
overwhelming  them  with  confuilon  and  dilmay. 

In  the  firft  place,  a  report  v/as  fpread  by  his  emif- 
faries,  that  the  magician  had  undertaken  to  entertain 
tkeir  view  with  the  appearance  of  any  perfon  whom  his 
cuftomers  fliould  deike  to  lee,  whether  dead,  or  at  the 
Alliance  of  a  thoiifand  leagues.  This  extraordinary 
propofal  chancing  to  ho  the  ilibjea  of  converfation,  in 
a  place  where  moft  of  thofe  infiels  were  afiembled, 
-they  talked  of  it  in  the  ufual  ftyle,  and  fome  of  them 
i^.vGre  the  fellow  ought  to  be  pillored  for  his  prefump- 
tion. 

Our  hero,  felzing  this  favourable  opportunity,  ac- 
«^\iielced  In  their  remarks,  and  obferved  with  great  ve- 
liemence,  that  it  would  be  a  meritorious  a(5lion  to  put 
the  rafcal  to  the  proof,  and  then  tofs  him  in  a  blanket 
for  non-performance.  They  were  wonderfully  pleafed 
with  this  fuggeftion,  and  forthwith  determined  to  tiy 
the  experiment :  though,  as  they  underftood  the  appa- 
rition would  be  produced  to  one  only  at  a  time,  they 
could  not  immediately  agree  in  the  choice  of  the  per- 
fon who  fhould  fland  the  firft  bnmt  of  the  magician's 
Ikill.  While  each  of  them  leverally  excufed  "himfelf 
from  this  preference  on  various  pretences,  Peregruie 
readily  undertook  the  poft,  exprefling  great  confidence 
of  the  conjuror's  Incapacity  to  give  him  the  leail  caufe 
of  apprehenlion. 

This  point  being  fettled,  they  detached  one  of  their 
number  to  Crabtree,  in  order  to  befpeak  and  adjuft  the 
hour  aixl  terms  of  tliir  operation,  which  he  infilled  upon 
perfonning  at  Jiis  own  apartment,  where  every  thirig 
was  prepared  for  tlie  occaficn.  At  the  appointed  time, 
they  went  thither  In  a  body,  to  the  number  of  feven, 
in  full  expe6lation  of  dere61:ing  the  impoftor  j  and  were 
received  with  fuch  gloomy  formality,  as  feemed  to  have 
an  eftecSl  upon  the  countenances  of  fome  among  them ; 
Uioiigh  they  were  encouraged  by  the  vivacity  of 
4-  Pickle,^ 
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Fickle,  who  afficrcd  a  double  fiiare  of  petiilsnce,  for. 
th"  more  efteclual  accon-iplifumLnt  of  his  piirpoie. 

Cadwallader  made  do  reply 'to  the  interrcgat'cns 
they  uttered,  in  the  levlvy  of  their  infclence,  at  tlie 
hrft  entrance,  but  ordered  Hidgl  to  conducl  thtm 
through  the  next  room,  that  they  might  fee  there  was' 
no  previous  apparatus  to  aifrlght  their  deputy  with 
obje6ls  foreign  to  his  un-Jertaking.  They  found  no-- 
thing  but  a  couple  of  wax  tapers  burnini:^  on  a  table 
that  itood  with  a  chair  by  it,,  in  the  middle  cf  tiie 
apartment,  and  returned  to  the  nndlence-chamhtr, 
leaving  Peregrine  by  himfelt,  to  encounter  the  phan- 
tom of  that  perlbn,  whom  they  fnould  (without  his 
knowledge)  defue  the  magician  to  conjure  up  to  his 
view. 

All  the  doors  being  fimt,  and  the  company  feated,  a 
profoundi  fJence  enfued,  together  with  a  face  of  dread- 
ful expeftation,  encouraged  by  the  blue  liam.e  of  the 
candles,  which  were  tipped  with  fulphiu"  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  heightened  by  the  difmal  found  of  a  large 
b^el',  which  Hadgi  toiled  in  the  ajiti-chamber.  Chq- 
wallader  having  thus  practifed  upon  their  igncrrnce 
and  fear,  delired  them  to  name  the  perfon  to  be  pro- 
duced. After  fome  whifpers  among  thtmielves,  one 
of  them  took  the  pen,  a.nd  writing  the  name  of  C  .in-- 
modore  Tiimnion  upon  a  flip  of  paper,  put  it  ir;to  the 
hands  of  the  m.agician,  v.ho  rofe  from  his  feat,  and 
opening  the  door  of  his  clcfet,  difplayed  to  their  view 
a  ikull,  with  thigh  bones  croffcd  upon  a  table  covered 
with  black  cloth. 

This  melancholy  fpe^tacle  made  a  remarkaTle  im- 
preffion  upon  the  imaginations  of  the  company,  aiready 
prepolTcffed  by  the  previous  ceremony  ;  and:  they  began 
to  furvey  one  another  with  looks  of  conitcrnaticn, 
while  Cadwallader,  fnutting  himieif  in  the  elolet,  tliat 
was  ccntigcus  to  the  cbr^mberin  vv-hich  lus  trier.('.  Pe- 
regrine was  ftationed,  thruii:  the  label  with  his  uncle's 
«am.e  through  a  fmall  cliink  in  the  partition,  r.ccord- 
IPS  ^^  agreement,  muttering  ail  the  time  a  crt  of 
T3  gibbcrilh 
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glbberlfh  that  encreafed  the  panick  of  his  audience ; 
then  returning  to  the  chair,  the  knell  was  knolled  again, 
and  Pickle  called  aloivd,  'Damn  your  mummery t 
vvhv  don't  you  dilpatch  ?' 

This  was  a  fignal  to  Crabtree,  who  thus  certified  of 
his  havdng  received  the  paper,  ftood  up  and  waved  his 
wand  in  the  figm-e  of  an  S.  The  motion  being  thrice 
performed,  their  ears  vi^cre  all  of  a  fudden  invaded  by 
a  terrible  noife  in  the  next  room,  accompanied  with  tlie 
voice  of  Peregrine,  who  exclaimed  in  a  tone  of  horror 
ar.d  amazement — « Guard  me,  Heaven !  my  uncle  Trun- 
nion'.' This  ejaculation  had  fuch  an  effeft  upon  the 
hearers,  that  two  of  them  fwooned  with  fear,  a  third 
fell  upon  his  knees  and  prayed  aloud,  while  the  other 
three,  in  a  tranfport  of  difmay  and  diilraftion,  burll 
open  the  door,  and  rufhed  into  the  haunted  chamber, 
wliere  they  found  the  f-able  and  chair  overturned,  and 
Peregrine  extended,  (in  all  appearance)  without  fenfe 
or  motion,  upon  the  floor. 

Tliey  immediately  began  to  chafe  his  temples  5  and 
the  firii  iymptoraof  his  recovery,  which  they  perceived, 
was  an  hollow  groan ;  after  which  he  pronounced  thefe 
words  :  '  Merciful  powers  !  if  I  live,  I  law  the  com- 
modore with  his  black  patch,  in  the  very  deaths  he 
wore  at  my  fifter's  wedding.'  This  declaration  com- 
pleated  their  aftonifhment  and  terror :  they  obfcrved  a 
wildnels  in  his  looks,  which  he  feemed  to  bend  on 
foniething  concealed  from  their  view;  and  were  infefled 
by  his  appearance  to  luch  a  pitch  of  fuperltltion,  that 
it  vv'ould  have  been  an  ealy  matter  to  perfuade  them 
tliat  the  chair  and  table  v/ere  apparitions  of  their  fore- 
fathers. However,  they  conduced  Per.-grine  into  the 
council-chamber,  wh.re  the  conjuror  and  Hadgi  were 
employed  in  miniftering  to  thofe  who  had  fainted. 
The  patients  having  received  the  ufe  of  their  faculties, 
Cadwaliader  alTuming  a  double  portion  of  feverity  in 
his  afpe6\,  afked  If  they  were  not  aiham.ed  of  their 
former  incredulity,  declaring,  that  he  was  ready  to  give 
^lem  more  convhiclng  proofs  of  his  art  upon  the  fpot, 

and 
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snd  would  immediately  recal  thi-ee  generations  of  their 
progenitors  from  the  dead,  if  they  were  difpofed  to  re- 
lifh  fuch  company.  Then  turning  to  one  of  them 
whofe  great-grandfather  had  been  hanged — *  Arc-  yo^i>' 
faid  he,  *  ambitious  of  feeing  the  firft  remarkable  per- 
fonage  of  your  family?  Say  the  word,  and  he  ftiall 
appear.' 

This  youth  who  had  been  the  moft  infolent  and 
obftreperous  of  the  whole  fociety,  and  was  now  de- 
preffed  with  the  fame  proportion  of  fear,  alarmed  at 
the  propofal,  affured  the  magician  he  had  no  curiofity 
of  that  fort  remaining ;  and  that  v»-hat  he  had  ah'eady 
feen,  would,  he  hoped,  have  a  good  effect  upon  his 
future  life  and  convcrlation.  Every  one  of  thele  heroes 
made  an  acknowledgment  and  profefiion  of  the  fame 
kind,  fome  of  which  v/ere  attended  with  tears  j  and 
Hadgi  having  provided  chairs  for  the  whole  company, 
they  departed  exceedingly  creft-fallen.  Two  of  the 
number  a6lually  fickencd  with  the  agitation  they  had 
imdergone,  while  our  hero  and  his  allbciate  made 
themfelves  meriy  with  the  fuccefs  of  their  enternrize. 

But  this  fcheme  of  fortune-telling  did  not  cngrofs 
his  whole  attention ;  he  ftill  continued  to  maintain  his 
appearance  in  the  beau-monde;  and  as  his  expence 
far  exceeded  his  incom.e,  drove  to  contra6l  intimacies 
with  people  of  intereft  and  power ;  he  fhewed  him- 
fclf  regidarlv  at  coiut,  paid  his  refpects  to  them  in  all 
places  of  publick  diverlion,  and- frequently  entered  into 
their  parties  either  of  pleafure  cr  cards.  In  the  courfe 
of  this  cultivation,  he  happened  one  evening,  at  a  cer- 
tain chocolate-houie,  to  overlook  a  match  at  picquet, 
in  which  he  perceived  a  couple  of  fliarpers  makmg  a 
prey  of  a  young  nobleman,  who  h-^.d  neither  temper 
nor  fkili  fufucient  to  cope  v/ith  fuch  antagoniits. 

Our  hero  being  a  profciTi:d  enemy  to  all  knights  of 
indullry,  could  not  bear  to  fee  tliem  cheat  In  publick 
v/irh  fuch  infolent  audacity.  Under  pretence  of  com- 
municating fome  builnefs  of  importance,  he  begged  the 
favour  of  ipeaking  to  the  young  gentleman  in  another 

corner 


i«4--  PEREGRINE    PICKLE. 

corner  of  the  room,  and  in  a  frRndlv  jr.anncr  cnntioned 
him  againft  the  arts  of  his  opponents.  This  hot-headed 
repreientatlve,  far  from  thinking  or  owning-  himfelf 
obliged  to  Pickle  for  his  good  counfel,  looked  upon 
his  advice  as  an  infult  upon  his  undcrftanding ;  and  re- 
plied with  an  air  of  ferocious  di'pleafure,  that  he  knew 
how  to  take  care  of  his  own  concerns,  and  would  not 
fuffer  either  him  or  them  to  bubble  him  out  of  one 
fliiUing. 

Peregrine,  offended  at  the  aiTociation,  rs  well  as  at 
the  ingratitude  and  foliy  of  this  conceited  coxcomb, 
exprelTld  his  refentment,  by  telling  him,  that  he  ex-- 
pefted  at  leaft  an  acknowledgment  for  his  candid  in- 
tention 5  but  he  found  his  Intellecls  too  much  waited 
by  his  vanity,  to  perceive  his  own  want  of  capacity 
and  experience.  Inflamed  by  this  reproof,  the  young 
nobleman  challenged  him  to  play  for  five  hundred' 
paunds,  with  many  opprobrious,  or  at  leaft  contemp- 
tuous terms  of  defiance,  which  provoked  our  hero  to 
accept  the  propofal.  After  the  other  had  difengaged 
himfclf  from  the  old  rooks,  who  were  extremely  mor- 
tified at  tlie  interruption,  the  two  young  champions  fat 
<iown,  and  Fortune  a6fing  with  uncommon  Impartiality, 
Pickle,  by  the  fuperiorjty  of  his  talents.  In  tv/o  hours 
won  to  the  amount  of  as  many  thoufand  pounds,  for ' 
which  he  was  obliged  to  take  his  antagonilt's  note,  the 
fnarpers  having  previoully  fecured  his  ready-monev. 

Frantick  with  his  lofs,  the  raili  young  man  would 
have  continued  the  game,  arid  doubled  ftakes  every 
time  5  fo  that  Peregrine  might  have  encreafed  his  ac- 
quifitlon  to  ten  times  the  fum  he  had  gained  j  but  he 
thought  he  had  already  fufnclently  chaftifed  the  pre- 
iiimption  of  the  challenger,  and  was  unwilling  to  em- 
power Fortune  to  ravifh  from  him  the  fnilts  of  his 
fuccefs  5  he  therefore  declined  my  lord's  propofal,  im- 
lefs  he  would  play  for  ready  money ;  and  his  lordililp 
having  in  vain  tried  his  credit  among  the  company, 
our  adventurer  withdrew,  leaving  him  in  an  extafy  of 
rage  and  difappointment.  '  As 
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As  the  Inrolence  of  his  behaviour  had  Increafed  with 
"his  ill-hick,  and  he  had  given  vent  to  divers  expreflions* 
%v}\ich  Peregrine  took  amifs,  our  young  gentleman  re- 
folved  to  augment  his  punifhrn^nt,  by  teazing  him  with 
-demands  which  could  not,  he  knew,  be  immediately 
fatisfied  j  and  the  next  day  fent  Pipes  to  his  father's 
Jioufe  with  the  note,  which  was  drawn  payable  upon 
demand.  The  debtor,  who  had  gone  to  bed  half  dif- 
trafted  with  his  misfortune,  finding  hlmfelf  waked 
with  fiich  a  dif^greeable  dunn,  loft  all  patience,  curfed 
Pickle,  threatened  his  melTcnger,  blafphemed  v/ith 
horrible  execrations,  and  made  fuch  a  noii'e  as  reached 
the  ears  of  his  father  3  who  ordering  his  fon  to  be  called 
into  his  prefence,  examined  him  about  the  <:aufe  of 
that  uproar  which  had  difturbed  the  whole  family^ 
The  young  gentleman  after  having  efra5'ed  to  amufe 
him  with  fundry  equivocations,  which  ierved  only  to 
increafe  his  fuipicion  and  dehre  of  knowing  the  truths 
acknowledged  that  he  had  loft  fome  money  over  night 
at  cards,  to  a  gamefter,  who  had  been  fo  impertinent 
•ss  to  feiKl  a  melTage,  demanding  it  that  morning, 
though  he  had  told  the  fellow,  that  it  VN^ouid  not  luit 
him  to  pay  it  immediately.  The  father,  who  v.^as  a 
man  of  honour,  reproached  him  vi'ith  great  fevefity 
for  his  profligate  behaviour  in  general,  and  this  fcan- 
dalous  debt  in  particular,  which  he  believed  to  be  fome 
trifle  ;  then  glrring  him  a  bank  note  for  five  hundred 
poimds,  commanded  him  to  go  and  dlfcharge  it  without 
lois  of  time.  This  well-principled  heir  took  the 
money,  but  inftead  of  waiting  upon  his  creditor, 
he  foithwith  repaired  to  the  gamiiig-hcufe  In  hopes 
cf  retrieving  his  lols  j  and  before  he  rofe  from  the 
table,  faw  his  note  mortgaged  for  feven  eighths  of  ifs 
value. 

Mcanvv'hile,  Pickle,  incenfed  at  the  treatment  which 
his  fei^-ant  h.ld  received,  and  informed  of  his  lordfhip's 
fccond  lofs,  wdiich  aggravated  his  refentment,  deter- 
miaed  to  preferve  no  medium,  and  taking  out  a  writ 
the  fame  day.,  put  it  immediately  in  execution  upoji 
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the  body  of  his  debtor,  jiift  as  he  ftepped  into  his  ckair 
at  the  door  of  White's  Chocolate-hctife.  The  prii 
foner  being-  naturally  fierce  and  haughty,  attempted 
to  draw  upon  the  bailiffs,  who  difarmed  him  in  a 
twinkling;  and  this  effort  ferved  only  to  heighten  his 
difgrace,  which  was  witneffed  by  a  thoufand  people, 
moft  of  whom  laughed  veiy  heartily  at  the  adventure 
of  a  lord's  being  arrefted. 

Such  a  publick  tranfaftion  could  not  long  efcape  tlie 
knowledge  of  his  father,  who,  that  veiy  day,  had  the 
ratisfa6lion  to  hear  that  his  fon  was  in  a  Ipunging-houfe, 
In  confequence  of  this  infonriation,  he  fent  his  fleward 
to  learn  the  particulars  of  the  arrefl,  and  v.'as  cqiially 
offended,  furprized,  and  concerned,  when  he  under- 
ftood  the  nature  of  the  debt,  which  he  imagined  his 
fon  had  already  difcharged.  Unwilling  to  pay  luch  a 
confiderable  fum  for  a  fpendthrift,  v/hom  he  had  but 
too  much  indulged,  and  v/ho  in  lefs  than  one  week 
might  involve  himfelf  in  fuch  another  difnculty,  the 
old  gentleman  wrote  a  letter  to  Peregrine,  reprefenting 
what  a  hardiliip  it  would  be  upon  him  to  forfeit  fuch 
fums  by  the  indiicretion  of  a  fon,  whofe  engagements 
he  was  not  bound  to  fulfil,  and  defiriiig  fome  mitigation 
in  his  demands,  as  it  was  riot  a  debt  contra6led  for  va- 
lue received,  but  incurred  without  fubjc(5\ing  him  to 
the  lead  damage  or  inconvenience. 

Our  adventurer  no  fooner  received  this  letter,  th^n 
he  went  in  perfon  to  wait  upon  the  author,  to  whom 
he,  in  a  candid  manner,  related  the  particular  circumi- 
ilances  of  the  match,  together  with  the  ingratitude  and 
audacity  of  h^  fon,  which  he  owned  had  ftimulated 
him  to  fuch  meamres  as  he  otherwife  would  have 
fcorned  to  take.  The  nobleman  acknowledged  the 
revenge  was  hardly  adequate  to  the  provocation,  and 
condemned  the  conduit  of  his  fon  with  iiich  iuiT:ice  and 
integrity,  as  difarmed  Peregrine  of  his  refentm.ent,  and 
difpofed  him  to  give  him  an  undoubted  proof  of  his 
own  difmtereftednefs,  vv^hich  he  immediately  exhibitedj 
by  producing  the  note,  and  tearing  it  to  pieces,  afte^^ 

havluqr 


l^EREGRINE    PICKLE.  22/ 

having  afiured   his  lordfhip   that  the  writ  fhould  bs 
withdrawn,  and  the  priibnir  dilcharged  before  night. 

The  eaid,  who  perte6lly  wdl  undcrilood  the  value  of 
money,  and  was  no  ib'anger  to  the  chara6ler  of  man- 
kind, itood  amazed  at  this  facrifiCe,  which  Pickle  pro- 
toiled  was  offered  by  his  efteeni  for  his  lordfnip  ;  and 
after  havmg  complimented  him  tipon  his  generolity,  in 
a  very  uncommon  llrain  of  encomium,  begged  the  fa- 
vour of  his  acquaintance,  and  inlilicd  upon  his  dining 
v/ith  him  next  day.  The  youth,  proud  of  having  met 
with  iuch  an  opportunity  to  diltinguiHi  himfelf,  in  lefs 
than  an  hour  performed  cv^ry  article  of  his  promife ; 
and  in  the  morning  v/as  vifited  by  the  debtor,  who  came 
by  the  exprefs  ordu"  of  his  father,  to  thank  him  for 
the  obligation  under  which  he  was  laid,  and  to  aik  pai'- 
don  for  the  offence  he  had  given. 

This  condefcention  was  very  g:crIous  for  our  hero> 
who  gracioufly  received  his  lubmifficn,  and  accom- 
panied him  to  dinner,  when  he  was  careiled  by  the 
old  earl  with  marks  of  particular  aife6lion  and  elteem. 
Nor  was  his  gratitude  confined  to  exterior  civility ;  he 
offered  him  the  ufe  of  his  intereft  at  court,  which  was 
very  powerful,  and  repeated  his  defire  of  ferving  him 
fo  pi-cfTiugly,  that  Peregrine  thought  he  could  not  dif- 
penfe  v/ith  the  opportunity  of  alhiring  his  abfent  friend 
Godfrey,  in  whole  behalf  he  begged  the  iitlluence  of 
his  lordfnip. 

The  earl,  pleafed  with  this  requefl,  which  was  ano- 
ther proof  of  the  young  gentleman's  benevolence,  faid, 
he  would  not  fail  to  pay  the  utmoif  regard  to  his  re- 
commendation 5  and  in  fix  weeks  a  captain's  commif- 
fion  was  actually  ugned  for  the  brctlier  of  Emilia,  who 
\wzs  ver}'  soreeably  furprized  at  the  intimation  he  re- 
ceived from  the  war-ofnce,  though  he  was  utterly  ig- 
norant of  ;he  canal  through  which  he  obtained  that 
promoticiL. 

C  H  A  P, 
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CHAP.    XIII. 

Peregrhie  is  celebrated  as  a  Wit  andPatrott,  andpro<:?ed[s 
to  entertain  himfelf  at  the  Exp€?ice  of  ^ajhom  it  did 
concern. 
TN  the  mean  time,  Peregrine  flonriflied  in  the  gay 
■^  fcenes  of  life,  and  (as  I  have  already  obferved)  had 
divers  opportunities  ot  profiting  in  the  way  of  mar- 
riage, had  not  his  ambition  been  a  little  too  inordinate, 
und  his  heart  ilill  biaffcdby  a  pafiion,  which  all  the  le- 
vity of  youth  ccnid  not  balance,  nor  all  the  pride  of 
vanity  overcome.  Nor  was  our  hero  unmarked  in  ths 
world  of  lettei's  and  talie:  lie  had  fignalized  himlelf  in 
feveral  poetical  productions,  by  which  he  had  acquired 
a  good  fnare  of  reputation  5  not  that  the  pieces  v/ere 
fuch  as  ought  to  have  done  much  honour  to  his  genius; 
but  any  tolerable  performance  from  a  pcrlbn  of  his 
figure,  and  luppofed  fc^rtune,  will  always  be  confidered 
by  the  bulk  of  readers  as  an  inllance  of  aftcxniflnng  ca- 
pacity :  though  the  very  fame  produftion,  urtiered  into 
the  world  with  the  name  of  an  author  in  lefs  affluent 
circumilances,  would  be  jultly  difregarded  and  deipifed  : 
fo  much  is  the  opinion  of  moft  people  influenced  and 
©verawed  by  ridiculous  confiderations. 

Be  this  as  it  will,  our  young  gentleman  was  no 
fooner  diilinguiflied  as  an  author,  than  he  was  marked 
out  as  a  patron  by  all  the  ilarving  i-etainers  to  poetry  5 
he  was  folemnized  in  odes,  celebrated  in  epigrams,  and 
fed  with  the  milk  offoft  dedication,  Kis  vanity  even 
reliflied  this  inccnfe :  and  fhough  his  reafon  could  not 
help  defpiiing  tliofe  that  offered  it,  not  one  of  them  was- 
ferit  away  unowned  by  his  imuiifictnce.  He  began  to 
think  himfelf,  in  goc-d  earned,  that  fuperior  genius 
which  their  flattery  had  deferibed  j.  he  cultivated  ac- 
quaintance with-  the.  wits^  of  fafliion,  and  even  compofed 
ia  fvjcrct  a  muriber  of  bon  mots,  which  he  uttered  in 
company  as.  the  impromptus  of  his  imagination.  In 
this  praftice,  indeed,  he  imitated  fome  of  the  moft  re- 
nowned geiiiufes  of  tiie  age^   who  (if  the  truth  were 
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known)  have  laboured  in  fecret,  with  the  fweat  of  theif 
brows,  tor  many  a  repartee  wlilch  they  have  vended 
as  the  iinmediate  production  of  fancy  and  expreffion. 
He  was  ib  fuccefsful  in  this  exercife  of  his  talents,  that 
his  fame  a6lually  came  in  competition  with  that  great 
man,  who  had  lor^g  fit  at  the  helm  of  wit :  and  in  a 
dialogue  that  once  happened  between  them,  on  the  fub- 
je6t  of  a  cork-fcrew,  wherein  the  altercation  was  dif- 
charged  (according  to  Bayes)  flap  for  flap,  dafii  for 
dafli,  our  hero  was  judged  to  have  the  better  of  his  lord- 
fhip,by  fome  of  the  minor  fateliltes  that  commonly  fur- 
round  and  refled  the  rays  of  fuch  mighty  luminaries. 

In  a  word,  he  dipped  him.felf  fo  far  in  thcfe  literary 
amufements,  that  he  took  the  management  of  the  pit 
into  his  direclion,  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  thofe 
criticks  who  call  themfelres  the  town;  and  in  that 
capacity  chaftifed  feveral  players  who  had  been  rendered 
iniblent  and  refra^loiy  by  unmerited  fuccefs.  As  for 
the  new  prod\i6rions  of  the  ftage,  though  generally  un- 
fpirited  and  innpid,  they  always  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
his  influence  and  prote6iion ;  becaufe  he  never  difilked 
the  performance  fo  much  as  he  fym.pathized  with  the 
poor  author,  who  ftood  behind  the  fcenes  in  the  moft 
dreadful  fufpenfe,  trembling,  as  it  were,  on  the  very- 
brink  of  damnation :  yet,  though  he  extended  his  gene- 
roiity  and  compafsion  to  the  humble  and  needy,  he  ne- 
ver let  flip  one'^  opportunity  of  mortify-ing  villainy  and 
arrogance.  Had  the  executive  power  of  the  leglllature 
been  vefted  in  him,  he  would  have  doubtlefs  devlfed  a 
ftrange  fpecjes  of  punifhm.ent  for  all  offenders  againft 
humanity  and  decorum  ;  but,  reftrlfted  as  he  was,^  hp 
employed  his  invention  in  fubjectmg  them  to  the  ridi- 
cule and  contempt  of  their  fellow- fubjects. 

It  was  with  this  view  he  fet  on  foot  the  fcheme  of 
conjuration,  v.'hich  was  ftiii  happily  carried  on,  and 
made  ufe  of  the  intelligence  of  his  friend  Cadwsllader ; 
though  he  fometimes  converted  this  advantage  to  the 
purpofe>of  gallantry,  being  (as  the  reader  may  hava 
percciv.u )  of  a  very  amorous  complexion .     He  not  only 
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a6>ed  the  reformer,  or  rather  the  caftigator, '  in  th^ 
fafhionable  world,  but  alfo  exercifed  his  falents  among 
the  iriferior  clafs  of  people,  who  chanced  to  incur  his 
dilpleafure. 

One  mifchievous  plan  that  entered  our  hero's  Imagi- 
nation,  was  fuggeftcd  by  tv/o  adyertiferaents  publlfhed 
in  the  fame  paper,  by  peribns  who  wanted  to  borrow 
certain  furns  cf  money,  for  which  they  promifed  to 
give  imdeniable  fecurity,  Peiegrine,  from  the  ftyle 
ai'd  manner  cf  both,  concluded  "they  were  written  by 
attornies;  a  fpecies  of  people  for  whom,  he  entertained 
]i!S  uncle's  averllon.  In  order  to  amufe  himfelf,  and 
iOTPQ  of  his  frien.ds,  with  their  difappointment,  he  wrote 
H  letter  figned  A.  B.  to  each  advertifer,  according  to 
the  addrefs  ipecified  in  the  newfpaper,  importing,  That 
if  he  would  come  with  his  writings  to  a  certain  coffee- 
hon{:c  near  the  Temple,  preclfely  at  fix  o'clock  in  the 
fvtrlng,  he  would  find  aperfon  fitting  in  the  right  hand 
bcv  next  the  window,  who  would  be  glad  to  treat  with 
bimr.bcut  the  fubjea  of  his  advertifement,  and,  ffiould 
liisiecurlty  be  liked,  would  accommodate  him  with  the 
fum  which  he  wanted  to  ralfe.  Before  the  hour  of  this 
double  ajjpointment.  Pickle,  with  his  friend  Cadwal- 
ladcr,  and  a  few  more  gentlemen,  to  whom  he  had 
tiiought  proper  to  communicate  the  plan,  went  to  the 
cofree-houfe,  and  feated  themfelves  near  the  place  that 
¥/&t-  dtftined  for  their  meeting. 

Thi  hope  of  getting  money  had  fuch  an  evident  ef- 
fect upon  their  punftuality,  that  one  of  them  arrived  a 
confiderable  time  before  the  hour ;  and  having  reconnoi- 
I'cred  the  room,  took  his  ftation  according  to  the  direc- 
tion he  had  received,  fixing  his  eyes  upon  a  clock  that 
t:c:>(\  before  him,  and  afkzingof  the  bar-keeper  If  it  was 
nor  too  How.  He  had  not  remained  in  this  pofture  ma- 
ny .minutes,  when  he  was  joined  by  a  ffrange  figure, 
that  waddled  into  the  room  with  a  bundle  of  papers  in 
liis  bofom,  and  the  fweat  running  over  his  nofe.  See- 
ing a  man  in  the  box  to  which  he  had  been  dlrefted, 
ht  took  it  for  granted  he  was  the  lender  j  and  as  foon 
^  as 
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a«  he  could  recover  his  breath,  which  was  nlmoft  ex- 
haufted  by  the  diiputch  he  had  made — ^  Sir,'  laid  he, 
<  I  prelume  you  are  the  gentleman  I  was  to  m.eet  about 
that  loan/  Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  other,  who 
eagerly  replied — '  AB.  Sir,  I  luppofe.'— *  Theiame/ 
crfed  the  laft  comer ;  «  I  vvas  afraid  I  fliouid  be  too 
late ;  for  I  was  detained  beyond  my  expeftation,  by  a 
nobleman  in  the  other  end  of  the  town  that  wants  to 
mortgage  a  fmall  u-ifle  of  his  eftate,  about  a  thoufand  a 
year  j  and  my  watch  happens  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  maker,  havrng  met  with  an  accident  a  few  nights 
ago,  which  fet  it  afleep.  But  liowfomever,  there's  no 
^ime  loft,  and  I  hope  this  affair  will  be  tranfaded  to 
the  fatisfacticn  of  us  both.  For  my  own  part,  I  love 
to  do  good  ofHces  myielf,  and  therefore  I  expeft  no  ,  • 
thing  but  what  is  fair  and  honeft  of  other  people.' 

His  new  friend  was  exceedingly  comforted  by  this 
declaration,  which  he  confidered  as  a  happy  omen  of  his 
fuccefs  ;  and  the  hope  of  fingering  the  cafn  operated 
vlfibly  in  his  countenance,  while  he  exprefled  lus  fatis- 
fa5lion  at  meeting  with  a  perfon  of  fuch  candotu'  and 
humanity.  '  The  pleafure,'  faid  he,  '  of  dealing  with 
an  eafy  confcientious  man,  is,  In  my  opinion,  fupenor 
to  that  of  touching  all  the  money  upon  earth  5  for  what 
joy  can  be  compared  with  what  a  generous  mind  feels 
in  befriending  its  fellovz-creatures  r  I  was  never  fo 
happy  in  my  life,  as  stone  time  in  lending  five  hundred 
pounds  to  a  worthy  gentleman  in  diftrefs,  without  in- 
iifting  upon  rigid  fecurity.  Sir,  one  may  cafily  diftin- 
gulfli  an  upright  man  by  his  countenance ;  for  example 
now,  I  think  I  could  take  your  word  for  ten  thouiand 
pounds."  The  other  with  great  joy  proteited,  that  he 
was  right  in  his  coniefture,  and  returned  the  compli- 
ment a  thoufand  fold ;  by  which  means  the  expecla- 
tion  of  both  was  wotmd  up  to  a  very  interefting  pitch  ; 
and  both  at  the  fam.e  inftant  began  to  produce  their 
papers,  in  the  untying  of  which  their  hands  fhook 
y/ith  ti-anfports  of  eagernefs  and  impatience,  whiie  their 
U  2  eyes 


^3*  PEREGRINE    PICKLE. 

eyes  were  Co  intent  upon  their  work,  that  they  did  net 
perceive  the  occupation  of  each  other. 

At  length,  one  of  them,  having  got  the  ftart  of  the 
other,  and^  unrolled  feveral  f]:ins  of'mufty  parchment, 
direfted  his  view  to  the  employir^ent  of  his  friend;  and 
feeing  him  fumbling  at  his  bundle,  afked  if  that  was  a 
blank  bond  and  conveyance  which  he  had  brought  along 
vvith  him.  The  other,  without  lifting  up  his  eyes,  or 
defifting  from  his  endeavours  to  loofe  the  knot,  which 
by  this  time  he  had  applied  to  his  teeth,  anfv/ered  his 
quefllon  in  the  negative,  obfeiTing,  that  the  papers  in 
Ills  hand  v/ere  the  fecurity  v/hich  he  propofed  to  give 
for  the  money. 

This  reply  converted  the  looks  of  the  enquirer  into  a 
ftare  of  infinite  ftolidity,  accompanied  with  the  word, 
'  Anan!'  which  he  pronounced  in  a  tone  of  fear  and 
aftonifliment.  The  other,  alarmed  at  this  note,  caft  his 
eyes  towards  the  fuppofed  lender,  and  vi'as  in  a  moment 
infected  by  his  afpeft.  All  the  exultation  of  hope  that 
iparkled  in  their  eyes  was  now  fucceeded  by  di'fap- 
pointment  and  difmay ;  and  v^-hile  they  gazed  ruefully 
at  each  other,  their  features  v.-ere  gradually  elongated, 
like  the  tranfient  curls  of  a  Middle-row  periwig. 

This  emphatick  filence  was,  however,  broke  by  the 
laff  comer,  v/ho,  in  afaultering  accent,  defired  the  other 
to  recolleathe  contents  of  his  letter.  '  Of  your  letter!' 
cried  tiie  iirlf ,  putting  into  his  hand  the  advertiferaent 
he  had  received  from  Pickle ;  which  he  had  rio  I'ooner 
perufed,  thr.n  he  produced  his  own  for  the  fatisfaaion 
of  the  other  party  :  fo  that  another  gloomy  paufe  en- 
fued,  at  tiie  end  of  which  each  uttered  a  profound  figh, 
or  rather  groan,  and  rihng  up,  fneaked  off  without  far- 
ther comm.unication ,  he  v/ho  feemed  to  be  the  moft 
afH:61:ed  of  the  two,  taking  his  departure  with  an  ex- 
clam.ation  of — <  Humbugged,  egadP 

_  Snch  were  the  anuifements  of  our  hero,  though  they 
did  not  engrofs  his  vAole  time,  fome  part  of  v/hich  was 
dedicated  to  noclurnal  riots  and  revels,  arr.ong  a  iet 
of  young  ncbkmen,  who  had  denounced  war  againft 
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temperance,  oeconomy,  and  common  fenfe,  and  were, 
indeed,  the  devoted  Ions  of  tumult,  wafte,  and  prodi- 
gality. Not  that  Peregrine  reliihed  thofe  fceiies,  which 
were  a  fucceision  of  abiurd  extravagance,  devoid  cf  all 
true  fpirit,  tafte,  and  enjoyment:  but  his  vanity 
prompted  him  to  mingle  with  thofe  who  were  intitled 
the  choice  fpirits  of  th^-  agej  and  his  difpofition  was 
fo  pliable,  as  to  adapt  itfelr  eafily  to  the  mieaiures  of  his 
company,  where  he  had  not  influence  errough  to  acl  in 
the  capacity  of  direftor.  Their  rendezvous  was  at  a 
certain  tavern,  which  might  be  properly  ftyled  the  tem- 
ple of  excels,  where  they  left  the  choice  of  their  fare  to 
the  dilcretion  of  their  landlord,  that  they  might  fa ve 
themlelves  the  pains  of  exercifmg  their  own  reafon ; 
and  in  order  to  avoid  t!ie  trouble  of  adjufting  the  bill, 
ordered  the  waiter  to  declare  how  much  every  indivi- 
dual muif  pay,  without  fpecifying  the  articles  of  the 
charge.  This  proportion  generally  amcurited  to  two 
guine-is  per  head  for  each  dinner  and  fupper,  and  fre- 
quently exceeded  that  fiuTs ;  of  which  the  landlord 
durft  not  abate,  without  running  the  rilk  of  having 
his  nofe  fiit  for  his  moderation. 

But  this  was  a  puny  expence,  compared  with  that 
which  they  often  incurred  by  the  damage  done  to  the 
furniture  and  fervants,  in  the  madnefs  of  their  intoxi- 
cation, as  well  as  the  lofs  they  fuftained  at  hazard,  an 
amui^ement  to  which  all  of  them  had  recourie  in  the 
progrefs  of  their  debauches.  This  elegant  diverficn 
was  introduced,  encouraged,  and  promoted,  by  a  crew 
of  rapacious  ftiarpers,  who  had  made  thtmfelves  necef- 
fary  companions  to  this  hopeful  generation,  by  the  ta- 
lent of  pimping  and  buffbonery.  Though  they  wtve 
uj.iverfally  known,  even  by  thole  they  preyed  upon,  to 
have  no  other  means  of  earning  their  livelihood,  than 
the  moft  infamous  and  fraudulent  pra61:ices,  they  were 
careiTed  and  courted  by  thefe  infatuated  dupes,  when  a 
man  of  honour,  who  would  not  join  in  their  exceffes, 
would  haA^e  been  treated  v/ith  the  utmoft  indignity  and 
eonttmpt. 
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Though  Peregrine,  in  his  heart,  detefted  thofe  aban- 
doned courfes,  and  was  a  profeffed  enemy  to  the  whole 
fociety  of  gamefters,  whom  he  coniidered  and  always 
ti-eated  as  the  foes  of  human  kind,  he  was  infenfibly 
accuftomed  to  licentious  riot,  and  even  led  impercepti- 
bly into  play  by  thofe  cormorants,  who  are  no  lefs  dan- 
gerous in  the  art  of  cheating,  than  by  their  confummate 
flciil  in  working  upon  the  pafHons  of  unwaiy  youth. 
They  are,  for  the  moft  part,  naturally  cool,  phlegma- 
tick,  and  crafty,  and  by  a  long  habit  of  diffimulation, 
have  gained  an  abfolute  dominion  over  the  hafty  paf- 
iions  of  the  heart,  fo  that  they  engage  with  manifeft  ad- 
vantage over  the  im.patience  and  impetuolity  of  a  wann, 
und efigning  temper,  like  that  of  our  young  gentleman, 
who,  when  he  was  heated  with  wine,  mifled  by  exam- 
ple, invited  on  one  hand,  and  defied  on  the  other,  for- 
got all  his  maxims  of  caution  and  fobriety,  and  plung- 
ing into  the  reigning  folly  of  the  place,  had  frequent 
occalions  to  moralize  in  the  morning  upon  the  lofs  of 
the  preceding  night. 

Thefe  penitential  refle61:ions  were  attended  with 
many  laudable  refolutions  of  profiting  by  the  experi- 
ence which  he  had  fo  dearly  purchafed  j  but  he  was 
one  of  thofe  philofophers,  who  always  put  off,  till  ano- 
ther day,  the  commencement  of  their  refonnation. 
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